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THE DEFENCES . OF PARS

STRONGEST  FORTIFICATIONS
IN THE WORLD.

—

Half a Million Men Necessary to
Invest the French
Capital.

While details of the defences of
Pariz are guarded with strict secre-
ey by the French military authori-
ties. vet their general character
anid formidable strength are well
known to military experts, who re-
cognize them as among the strong-

«t fortifieations in the world.

The fortifications consist of three
distinet circles sweeping around the
city—first, the solid wall of masonry
18 feet high, extending for 22 miles

T

German attacks, Paris withsts
the siege for 132 days. Bmce then
the entirely new and outer third line
of defence bas been crected, and
military experts =ay the fortifica-
tions as a whole are far more for-
midable than those which resisted
the siege of 1870-71.
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WHY KAISER DECLARED WAR.

Did Not Want to he Called **Wil-
liam the Coward™ A gain,

There is no longer any doubt
that, from a very early date after
the news of Serajevo murder reach-
od the Emperor at Kiel, his Ma-
jesty had determined ‘‘to see the
thing throungh' —to see it through
against Russia, so says the Berlin

correspondent ol the London
Times. In his speech from the
throne to the Reichstag the Em

r said that the Serajevo mur-

pero 2!
ders “opened up an abyss. At any

around the old sections of Paris ;
epcond, the system of 17 detached
forts arranged at intervals, two
miles beyond the wall, and making a
cirenit of the city 34 miles long,
and. third, an outer girdle of forts
=5 miles long on the heights com-
manding the valley of the Seine.

Fach of these circles of masonry
and steel is a complete defence in
Iit!-'vl‘if, the forts being linked toge-
'ther with redoubts, with hastion
|and glacis, which permits a cross
| fire against approaches from any di-
rection. The magnitude of the sys-
tem is shown by its area, which ex-
tends 400 square miles.

Third Line is Modern.

The wall around Paris and the 17
{li'tﬂ.ﬂhi*d forts two miles hE.j.“und the
walls were built by Louis Phillhippe.
They sustained the German sicge of

been greatly st rengthened.
| The third line of forts, on the hills
' of 8t. Germain, Cormilles and Vil-
liers, are of modern construction,

- “hild, . :
“L‘,ﬂfﬁflﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ,}“h‘;rm‘_.u.ll-h the latest types of batteries

futura o
igher hands phan

l:md heavy guns.

| The mner wall about Paris sur-
| rounds the best known and most im-
| portant sections of the city, includ-

e. who | ing the business sections along the

grand boulevards, the residence sec-
tions to the north and west of the
city and the Latin quarter and ot
sections of the left bank the
Seine. Outside of the wall a circle
of suburbs extends for many miles,
including Neuilly, Argenteuil, Ver
sailles, Vincennes and many others.
The forts of the second and thind

LK,

these suburbs, protecting them and
the approaches to the capital. The
wall contains 93 bastions and 67
gates. Some of these have been
abandoned owing to the pressure of
modern construction and trade.
But recent advices received here
from Paris state that all the gates
still existing are now closed at 8
o'clock at night, with rigid regula-
tions against movements from with-
in or without.

The second line of forts includes
the famous fortress of Montvaler-
ian. which was the centre of attack
in the German siege of 1870. It is
El-l‘t'ﬂﬂt—hﬂnl;‘d h:'l' two groups of
works—Pautes Bruyeres and the
(*hatillon fort and batteries. South
of the city is the row of forts at
[vry, Bictre, Mont Rouge, Vanves
and Issy. North and east of the
city are three great forts around
8t. Denis, and two others at Fort
Aubervillers and Fort Charenton,
commanding the approaches from
the great wood of Bondy.

Defences Reguire 170,000 Men.

The outer cirele of forts, which
are of the most modern type, have
from 24 to 60 heavy guns, and 600 to
1,200 men. In all the three lines of
defences require 170,000 men 1o
operate them, not counting troops
assembled within the eity. Aococord-
ing to military experts it would re-
quire a force of 500,000 men to n-
vest these defences.

General Count von Moltke, field
marshal of the German forces at the
time of the.siege of Paris of 187071,
stated in a report on that siege thut
the French artillery armament con-
-‘=ted of more than 2,600 pieces, in-
eleding 200 of the largest calibre of
aaval cordnance. There were 500
rounds for each gun, and a reserve
i 2,000,000 kilograms of powder.
Count ven Moltke emphasized that
'the bombardment of a fortified place
in the heart of an enemy’s country
wase difficult, if not impossible, un-
lere the invader was master of the
railways - or waterways by which
heavy siage artillery oould be
brought up in full quan ity. He
explains the failure to
Paris at the outset of the siege by
saying it would have re wired 300
heavy guns with 500 for each
. ' gun. movement forward of

these heavy guns would have re-
quired 4,500 four-wheeled wagons
“and 10,000 horses, which were not
available.
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and ports, and

(to Berlin—only

| imaginery reason

her

line of defence are dotted among

At a later stage the Germans |
their big siege guns at-

rate they caused s Majesty to
loge his head. He hastened back
to involve himseld
in a quarrel with Vienna about the
State funeral, which after all for
s of ill-health he
did not attend. His Majesty then
went on his northern cruise, bul

| returned to Berlin suddenly omn
.]:111:-. =, 10 l,-hr apen l‘t'-p,r-?t uf 'i.h-t*
Foreign Office, as the British
(harge d Affaires, Bir Horace

Rumbold, telegraphed to London
As sgon as the crisis became acule

I made some inquiries about th=

FEmperor's earlier frame of mind,

and was told on excellent author
ity that for the first time he had
| abandoned the part of ‘‘keeper o

the peace.”” There were in fact to
bye more GGerman newspapel
H.:l'l-ld.‘h‘h in the press such as
peared during the Moroceo

| under the heading ‘‘Guillanme
Poltron.”' 1 do not mean that

Emperor was determined  upon
WAar, but he had rf'|||n1.t-1i s re-
straining hand, and Germany) drift
od slowly but surely througn
ﬂ‘uﬂ-'.-.i-i..'llrff'ﬂh A lh+ Russian ultl
matum and to war. The more sin-
cere the efforts made for peace, the
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the

more futile they were. Instead of
drawing back from the HI||I-.!'\-!-1.-I
Germany tumbled into *t

The only justification, if 1t 15 &

justification, that can be offered of
the Emperor's attitude is thal le
was deeply moved by the Berajevo
murders and believed that their ini
quity would unite Western Furope
even at the cost of the obligations
and interests of the Western pow
eré—other. than Germany He
-.‘uuld, is a matter of fact, hiave
achieved very different results by
almost any other course than that
which he actually followed, a
course which led straight to a re
petition of the effort made success
fully in 1209 to humiliate Russia,
and led straight to an unnecessary
and immoral war with France and
England. Against France Ger
many has no shadow of a case, and
has merely unmasked her contempt
uous CoOvelousness.,
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HOW LONG WILL WAR LANT!

Long Dragging War Sheer Disasier
for Germany.

The question how long this great
war is likely to last interests ever)
soul in Furope, but it s astonish
ing to see how wide apart are the
different estimates From three
weeks to three vears have been sug
gested as the probable duration of
the contest, with every variety of
intermediate estimate, and it is
evident that few people have given
the matter much serious thought,
says the London Times.

We are quite acoustomed to drag-
ging wars which go on for years
We are generally unready for was,
and in our colonial wars it does
not usually matter whether we
strike soon or late. The enemy, as
a rule. is not in a position to make

us pay very heavily for unreadiness
so we take our time to muddle
bhrough.

But this war, this whirlpool of
wars, in which we are suddenly en
gulfed, stands in a different cate-

rv altogether. We must regard
t from the German point of view
‘because Germany has been the ag
gressor and will be the pacemaker.
For Germany a&long, dragging war
is eheer disaster. Her position be-
tween two great and hostile mili-
tary states, the closing of the sea
and the paralysis of her whole
maritime industries together with
the 4!.!1:‘04'! which her over-seas
colonies will ineur. absolutely pro-
hibit any German from thinking of
a dragging war,

_‘_
Numerous Ties.

I don't eare much for Lonely-
vile."
“Why don’t you move, then 1"’
] One neighbor
another my




