CHAPTER 1V.

When (Mifford rariisle left the black-

g in utter silence |
then falling mto |

aniith "Jrlh[x he rode alop
for some little distance,
an old habit,
thoughts in low,
fl.rlrlfuli. of =amie, W
on behind
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he gave
muttered words, quite |
trudged angrily

<he was indeed a magnifi-
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of bringing me on
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'| hagr with most passionale Kisses, knecl-
| ing at her feel amd MUrMUring imeoher-
| rently that she was the good angel of Ins
life, the sunshine of his existence, lie
lodestar—aye, the alpha, and omega of
his future; oll that he Wwas, or ever
would be, he owed 0 her, and muech
more in the same oirain. He did not
pause an instant in his well-traincd les-
son to observe her. Iwdeed, it attered
little emough to him what she looked
like; he would have the same perfori-
ance to go through that he had marked
out for himae! 1.

vo wonder Mrs, Barison Was charmed
by him. He alwajys exerted that inbu-
| ence upon every woman with whom he
| aev o in contact, and by the tima ho had
talked with her half an hour, there was
litile hope for any one olse who might
s ave striven to come between bhum and
lier fortune.

“By the way, my dear Clifford,” uhe
| s, “how do you like Miss Austin 1"

dhe is a most adorabie girl,” he mur-
mured, adding, curiously “Where in the
world did vou ever find her, Auns
| Frances!" amd bhe listened intently as
she informed him that it had ecome
| about through an mdvertisemant which
she had caused to be jnserted in & San
Francisce paper.

“Do you know, it struck e when |
firat Woked at her that 1 had seen that
face before In New York, but of course
[ was mistaken”

wYou were, indeed,” she replied. “Flor-
jew was a farmer's daughter, and lost
both parents within a few days of each
other, and came directly from the farm
to me. She ls, as YO utherefore see, &
simple, guileless child of nature, W
to the werld's wiles and ite arta.”

Caxlisle looked down at its boot heel
thoughtfully. Miss Austin did not ap-
pemr to bim like such an u isticat-
od girl, Indeed, she struck him as being
an  exceedingly clever, not 1o say
shrewd, young woman, not at all abash-
| ed at meeting a strange young i,

and holding her OWR in eonversation,
which certainly betokened anything but

was the lttle Amazon in the blacksmith
at the other end of the village?”

He saw at once that he had made
some kind of & mistake by ihe sudden
change that came over Mrs, Barrison'a
face. The small greenish blne eyes shot

Juan at | a lurid fire, the thin, straight lips con-
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istress Barrison's
* he said, with a
Then his eyes fell
gazed with

tracted slightly together, amn her
face bore an unmistakable expression of
| the most intense hatred.
“We will not discuss this girl, who, 1
' am told, goes into the blacksmith shop
| and shoes & horse equal to her father in
his time—ay, and the old grandfather
before him. Faugh! my lood runs
 cold with horror at the bare mention of
it” she cried, hoarsely. and with bitter
| aarcasm, “Clifford.” she added, bending
forward breathlessly, “mever cross that
| young person’s path again, 1f you value
my good opinion and my wishes—ay, my
mmand!"
| She could not have taken a more un-
. wisa course than to command this self-
| willed young man not to see the lovel
| mald again. This very opposition whic
she threw in his way cansed him to
| make up his mind that he would see the
' bright, vivacious little Norine again, in
spits of anything and everything on
| earth.
Mrs. Barrison was on the point of tell-
ing him who the girl was, when she
| e onsldered the matter. No, she had
| kept from him the knowledge that she
| hal any living relative so long now that
| she might as well keep it a secret to
the very end. Besides, he might refuse
| to mecept her fortune if he knew of a
| granddaughter’s exlstence, and she told
| herself ahe would rather Lurn her money
| than leave one penny of it to Norine, the
| daughter—ay, and the granddaughter of
| the village Llacksmith.
CHAFPTER V.

The chances were, if Miss Florice Aus-
tin had not been thrown so deliberately

Mr. Clifford Car- | at his head, as it were, he might have
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He was not what might be termed
exactly fancy free. Norine's lovely,
piquant face haunted him, do what he
would, and he resolved, let the price be
what it may, to see her agaln—ay, and
as often as he could while he remained
in Hadley.

He took the first oceasion to put this

scarcely divested | regolve into practice by riding over to the
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blacksmith shop again.

But instead of the beautiful Norine
| he encountered the grimy old smith
| standing in the doorway.

“Good afternoon to you,” said Car-
lisle, springing lightly from the saddle
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wigeuse me, sir” said old Daniel
(Gordon, gravely, “but are you the young
man who had your horse shod here two
days ago by my Nor—hby my little
granddaughter!”

“[ am so fortunate as to be the man,”
returned Clifiord Carlisle, with a very
low and ceremonious bow, adding, eager-
ly, “and it was the finest sight 1_ever
witnessed, being —well, & decided novelty,
you m."

] have something for you sir” re-
| {urned the old blacksmith, guite ignoring
the last portion of his ¥ tors' enthus-
‘astic remark. “1 would have hunted you
up before, but 1 didn't know wheregyou
might be stopping, ard the rm::l‘, were
too bad to start out to look.”

As be spoke he took a s | package
from his breast pocket, w ch was care-
fully dene up in a bit of tissue paper,
unwinding it slowly. The brand-new
' erisp fifty-dollar bill which he had hand-
=l Norine was soon disclosed to Carlisle's
curious eyes.

“You must take it back, sir,” said the
| old blacksmith, handing it to his sur-

the way up the broad | prised visitor. “I wouldn't let my

staircase, and by the time they reached
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money; it was not too high a price to
witness such a novel sight.”
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My Letter
The World Over

The Words of Harold P. Bushy,
Who Was Permanently Cured
of Chronic Lumbagc by *Ner-
viline,”

“Three years ago | discovered that a
man subjest to lumbago might just as
well be dead as alive.”
the sincere, straightforward letter
Bushy, a well-known man in
the plumbing and tinsmithing business
m Portland.
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