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STORY IN BRIEF OF | ¢
LAURIER'S RECORD| f

Some of the Great Reforms Which |

Help Explain Canada’s
Prosperity.

AN AGGRESSIVE POLICY
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The St Lawrence eanals have besn
deepened to fourteen feet, and an effl-
tem of lighting Installed. The

that the Canadlan route |s
nopolizing the wheat trade of
and the cost.of carry-
ing our cheesa and haecon to the Brit-

Ish market has been greatly reduoced.

clant =
result ia
now mo

the continent,

Intercolonial Extended.

Iringlng the Intercolonial to Mont-
real has made the people’s rallway a
real competitor with private rallways
wing of freight from the head
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I'THE CONQUERING OF WESTERN CANADA.
COMMANDER-IN.CHIEF.
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NO PARTISANSHIP NOW
ON NATIONAL RAILWAY

4 to the sea, and from Hall- |

Another Triumph of Liberal Administration to be Found in Manage.

CANADA’S PROGRESS
HAS BEEN UNIQUE

Efforts of Opposition to Belittle
Dominion’s Prosperity Not
Based on Fact.

REST OF WORLD IS BEHIND

Our Trade in 12 Years Has In.
creased by 175 Per Cent.—
Unprecedented Showing.

It Is argued on the Opposition side
that the progress of Canada in the
last twelve vears (s merely a feature
of the general progress of the world.
One would like to belleve that the
world as a whole had made such mar-
velous progress as is indjcated by thils
argument. For instance, In the last
twelve years the trade of Canada has
been increased by about four hundred
millions, or 176 per cent. If the trade
of the principal nations of the world

last twelve years, the fact has es-
caped the notice of the expert statis-
ticlans,

The number of passengers carrled
by the rallways last year was more
than double the number carried In 1596,
The tonnage of frelght carried Was
Increased by 160 per cent. The bank
dkposits wers more than trebled. The
number of letters earried was nearly
trebled. There may be a few countries
in which this progress has been rival-
led. But to say that the business of
the world has been advancing at this
prodigious rate is an assertion that
will not be made by careful students
of the world's advancement,

A New Canadian Spirit.
But the history of Canada In the
last twelve years is not to be studied
in statistics alone. Many things have

contributed to make It a unique period,
whieh historians will study as they
study the period when responsible
Eovernment was granted, the period
when the Provincea were federated,

has increased by 175 per ecent. In \tlruel
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TWO TRADE PERIODS
IN CANADA'’S HISTORY

Comparative Stagnation for 28 Years. ‘
Stupendous Expansion in Twelve

This chapter institutes a comparison between the
record of Canada’s growth in trade in the 28 years
ending with 1896, and the 12 years ending with 1908.

Canada’s Aggregate Trade, 1868, $112,500,000
Canada’s Aggregate Trade, 1896, 217,000,000

Increase in 28 Years.................... $104,500,000

From the time of Confederation until 1896, the direction and control
of the Canadian Government was, with the exception of four years, in Con-
servative hands. During the whole of that period the aggregate of Canadian
trade, based on domestic exports and goods entered for consumption, advanced
from $112,500,000 to $217,000,000. This was an increase of £104,500,000, or at
the rate of three and three-quarter millions a year.
ﬁﬁm—_ﬁ
Aggregate of Canada’s Trade,

SSRGS v $217,000,000
Aggregate of Canada’s Trade,
G P S SR SO 598,000,000

Increasein TWELVE Years.............. m1|ooo£

The twelve years which have passed since '96 afford a most striking
contrast to the 28 years prior to '96. In the first period our aggregate trade
increased by a little over $100,000,000. In the
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_ second, and much shorter period,
tne period when the boundaries of

Canada were extended to the Paclfic
Ocean. The growth has been g0 mar-
velous as to change the whole outlook,
and to infuse a new apirit into Cana-
adlans, We may dlspute over the

Sos 6 Thiad At | ment of the Intercolonial—Leaks Have Been Stopped
lding of tha Transcontinental | -—-RIJE 1 2
s creating a New Ontario and Newi on Uummarr:ia.l Basis,

QOuebee In the north. and s adding| -
to tha length of ths Western

the increase was well on to $400,000,000. Against an average annual increase
of three and three-quarter millions in the first period there has been an annual
increase of nearly $32,000,000 in the second period.
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Factories Expand.

years the amount pald In
Baiarics and wages In these sama Tac-|
tories has Increased from $113.249 000
to $1482,155,000,

Twelve years age, under a Gov-
ernment containing “a nest of trai-
tors,” the country was engaged in|
race and creed strife, trade wag!
stagnant, and our people were pour-
inq_ into the United States,

o=day, under an able, progressive
Government, peace reigns, commerce |
is expanding. agricultures flourlsh
and the exodus is from, not to, the
United States,
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| the months of open navigation by way

| whole there hap been a material Im-
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It may be candidly admlitted that the already been manifested in

Intercolonial has never been a paying

proposition, judged by commercial
standards. It was not bullt with that
end In view. It was constructed to
#erve the purposes of Confederation,
and was an essentlal part of the com-
pact between the Upper and Lower
Provincea Without It Confederation

I::uuldl. not have been mads anything |

more than a political and sentimental
union. The concrete element would
have been lacking, and the vast com-
merce which Isa now carried on be-
tween Ontarlo and the Maritime Prov-
Inces would have been limited to the
eXchanges that were practicable during

of the St lLawrence.

The Situation Misunderstood.

This situation will not be questioned.
Tet It Is not generally understood Ini
tha Frovinces west of Quebee. There
13 undoubtedly the feeling that If ‘thpl
Intercolonial does not pay It ought tol
ba made to do so, It has cost up-
wards of $580,000,000, and the sustalned
absence of any direct return upon this
large Investment {s viewed with Im-
patience, Under thess clreumstances
color |s easlly glven to allegations of
mismanagemant, of graft. and partisan
favoritism. To those who do not know |
the facts It may seem that the meagre |
results of operating are dus to politi-|
eal cortrol, and that In other hands a

profit would be reallzed.
Fledgea Muat He Kept.

Comparison as to Administration.

A falr test of adminlstreation would
ba found In measuring tha relative
suceess of the two parties In dealing
with ths situation under these un-
avoldable conditlons. Which of them
has dlsplayed the better askill In con-
dueting the business of the road”® At
onee two or thresa striking facts are
suggested From 1878 down to 18954
there was a practically unbroken re-
cord of deflelts, the aggregate of
which ran Into many milliona. Deflcits
have ocecurred since 1388, but on the

provement In results. Threes capahle
Ministers In the Liberal regime—Hon.
A. O. Blalr, Hon. H. . Emmerson, and
Hon. G. P. Graham—have done mueh
to lay & new arnd better foundation for
the carrying on of the Intercolonial,
the full effects of which will be re-
allzed In years to come. They have

“" . “_.-“" -:

& happy
serles of surpluses since 1596

Partisanship Discouraged,

The financial results of Liberal ad-
ministration are not perhaps so Im-
portaat as those of another character.
It cannot be denled that during all the
¥ears between 1578 and 1854 the Inter-

colonlal was not regarded 80 much as
4 publie trust as a valuable pleca of
partisan machinery. Polities came In
at every point. When an election oc-
curréd thousands of men wers earried
over the line on passes: the employes
of the road were In many casés actlve
campaigners; promotions and prefer-
ments were known to be the reward
of effective mervices to the party: the
utmost demoralization in this regard,
extending to every branch of the ser-
vice, prevalled: the men were under
constant esplonage as to their political
sympathles, These are hard thinga
‘o #aY, but they are amply sustained
by the records.

All this has bean ehanged. The em-
ployea of the Intercolonial are as free
to-day In respect of their political
opinions as are the employes of any
other rallway or any Industrial estab-
lishment In the Dominjon. In 1%00
they were glven a classification and
schedule which works automatically,
and which ls Identical with that of
the Canadlan Pacifle and Grand Trunk,
From one end of the line *o the other
every man in the serviee of the Cov-
ernment rallway knows that he will be
dealt with on his merits: that his po-
litleal views have nothing whatever
ta do with his pay: that he ls abso-
lutely emancipated from the conditions
which surrounded him prior to 189&.
In other words, his being on the Inter-
eolonial does not affect his freedom In
respect of his vote In the slightest de-
gEree,

A Fair Arqument.

In all consclence It ought to be ad-
mitted by everyone that if Liberal Min-
isters In charge of the Intercolonial
had done mno mores than this they

would be entitled to publie approba-
tlon. But they have done moach more.
They have placed the road on asstriet
& commercial basis as has been pos-
sible under the circumstances. They
have improved the value of the line
A5 & plece of property. They have
made |t one of tha best equipped and
best conducted lines on this continent
They have stopped leaks, and Intro-
duced reforms. In a word, they have
shown themselves capable and

reproach. They have been true to
linlr trust. |

question whether Canada has be-
come a nation according to the law
and the constitution, but Canada is
surely a nation In fact, or Is rapidly
approaching that status,

The preferential tariff was a meas-
ure.of tariff reduction; It greatly stim-
ulated thought upon the general ques-
tlon of preferential trade within the
Empire But it also did much to en-
Iarge the commercial freedom of Can-
ada, and its liberty to make commer-
clal arrangements within and bevond
the Empire. Having acquired complete
self-government in domestic affalrs,
Canada is step by step acquiring con-
trol over her relations with foreign
countries. This |s being done with the
full consent and approval of the Brit-
{ah Government. and this consent and
approval are In accord with an en-
lightened view of the world-wide in-
terests of the Empire. It is a good
training for a young nation to manage
its own International affairs If a mis-
take |8 made, it is Dbetter that we
should blame our own public men than
burn with impotent rage against the
public men of the United Kingdom.

Development of the West.

Above a1l that which marks out
Canada fcr distinction In the history of
the last decade is the development of
the West. To find a parralel for this
it would be necessary to go back to
some period In the history of the
United States in the nineteenth
century, to the migration from the
original Statea along the Atlantic to
the Mississippl valley, or to the second
migration to the North-West and the
Pacific ocean. In the three last years
of Conservative rule the Immigration
into the Canadian West was §6,454. In
the three vears 1904, 1905, and 1906, it
was 445,360. Between 1801 and 1508
the population of the West was near-
ly doubled. and It is probably now
close upon a million. But numbers
alcne cannot tell the tale, Th.t charac-
ter of the country has virtually chang-
ed. The populated area is no longer
a fringe along the southern border,
served by one mallway. It has gone
northward four hundred miles, and
still the movement s northward, so
that the next great movement will
be the pling of the Peace River
district. ﬁ’n great new Provinees have
been created. Three transcontinenzal
rallway companies are eagerly compet-
ing for the privilege of carrying the
Western grain. The railway to Hud-
scn's Bay, long regarded as a dream
of romance, Iz llkely soon to be a
realize] fact. A new Canada has

srisen Tetween the lakes and the

| Rocky Mountains.
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The story of our total
One Period in Our Export Trade :

trade is duplicated in that
Exports Canadian Products, of the export part of it—

the record of the sales of
Exports Canadian Products, Canadian products in
R

other countries, In 1896
Increase in 28 Years - - the exports of Canadian
products amounted to only
$106,000,000, an inerease

of $60,500,000 in 28 years,
or an average of less than two and a quarter millions a year.

$ 45,500,000

106,000,000

L

r

Another Period in Qur Export Trade

Exports Canadian
$1 06,000,000

roducts, 1896 ..
Exports Canadian

247,000,000
Increase in 12 Years - $141,000,000

Compare the foregoing
record for a 28-year per-
iod with the 12-year per-
iod which has oececurred
since. The average annual
increase in exports in the
first period was a little less
than twc and a quarter
millions a year; the aver-
age annual increase in the
second period, nearly twelve million dollars a year.

THE TOTAL INCREASE IN OUR
LAST 12 YEARS HAS BEEN VERY MUCH
THE TOTAL INCREASE IN THE PREVIOUS 28 YEARS.

Again, which will you have:

Un pProgress
velopment under Laurler? or ltu:;'b,
depression such as blighted the
days before '96 ? country in the

Products, 1908 ..
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