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Mike’s Christmas Gift

John A. Cormie, Oak Lake, Man., in The Presbyterian

His name was Mice. That is, we af
called him Mike, though [ believe that,
fact, he was baplized

ds a4 matisr ol

Miche! but we, the few English-speak
ing homesteaders who had -H._t.lml on ‘I.hri
edge of the large Galician colony, l.'ll.|.l:."d
him Mike. After a time, he was Mike
to his father, who held to Michel for
many weeks, and thea he wWas Mike to
adl, i.n- igaliriapns Were nol |.HJ|I|I.I.|-IF with
some of the “white” setllers, &s they
called themselves, mainly | thought for
the reason that the Galiians were 10
first and had some of the best home
steads in the distriet, but Mike wis pop-
alar with all. He waa a cheery chap,
alwavs smiling and often laughing. I
you z.ru:l'. huMm -'-r-u the tral. -hl|--!!I you were
down on your luck or sick of your job,
his ..nu,-ﬂnm; “Good day, "Mmsier,
would give you & new view of life. We
wera all “Meister” to hum. He
trded to learn our names. Une
“Beeg Meister ' anather the
ter,” and the “Meister at the Heever,
the other ths “stera Mewter.” You had
te Le quick when you mel mm on the
trail to be first with the salutation. The
boy had a way of commng on you when
you thought you were alona and you
pever knew where you would hear his
iaughing “g'day, Mewter.”

The first time 1 met him was a day
when [ was tramping through the coun

try on my way to a valley fifty miles | _
. t | perasuaded me that nothing would
L -_'|||r.-!.1' n|

rhe Cialicians | leid heard so
trabicians that | thought
nouzh to have

and my home

north of
much ol
ﬂH"- miles would be few
between their s
atewd

It was a day in early srping, one of
those days in May, that seemed to have
ot ol .-,f r.ja.r_'i'- r|,‘r|-l found itsell by me
%.'Ik" in the end of the lirat week In
April. The snow was gone except a
dirsy drift caught o the binlis here and
there [ he on which the sun
ahone were drv and were starred over
with anemones, the little purple heralds
of summer, apd where-the bluffs kept off
the northeast winds, the grass was
sprouting. The air was heavy with the
amel]l of thawing soil

[ had already walked sixty miles and
did not start the third day of the jour
neEyYy wWith i :-l.r'.n il i.l;_:h' heart. I
was only well started I heard a
shot from behind a bluff [ was approach
ing and then the hearty laugh of a
henlthy boy

“G'day, Meater,” hos
I replied

Lhe

{ | ,.-:;..Ir=

k. 1
KIoiie

w hen

ealled to mae.
my hearth en-
varmth of the

“Good day.”
JarFines undel Fie il
b ikl I'hen |
R.On~ Another boy
the bluff with a gun on hia ahoulder and
a rabbit dangling from his hand e
atagre red  wnder the wr-l:rhl of 1t a8 1l
it were too much for Wm, which sur
pried me for a b vy joes pot let n alran
g r i grun

was nol

WiLs -'IHIiIHL,“| [i”!”

targer under
ﬂtjp:.nm'-l the Oy,

eE luam

Ihat me brudder,”

“He shoot very good,” he added, unneces- |

sarily loudly as 1 thought, until 1 saw
a faint f ']-\-III of pleasure come nto Lhe
vounger one’s fase at the h=rty praise
s hibata Blind 1n Apring " hie aiddied for
mv henefit

We watched the boy strugzle tooward
13

“\a brudder seeck.” sajd Mike, and the
eft has face so quickly thal it was
p!llln that to Mike this was a ealamity,

Ve mmmi | Lan g

migle

LESSON XIL—DEC. 23,

Christmas Lesson.—Matt, 2: 1-12

The coming afl Ltha
wise men (va 12.) 1. When Jesus was
born-—While the exaect dadte of Uhriat'a
birth is uncertain there is no reason why
it may not have been on December 25th,
B. (. 5. But why do we say that Jesus
was born “before Christ™? Simply b
cause our calewdar 13 Incorrect For
some centuries after Clrist’s time there
waa no calendar in general use but +‘~il-:'|l
pation dated from some event in its his
torv Finally, in the asixth century, a
learned monk, Dionysius Exiguus,
inted to ascertain the time of
ﬁ:mn birth, and it was ordersd 1.]I.ZI.|:
history should be dated from that time
But Diomysius, who first published his
ealenlations in A. D. 526, pul the birth of
Jesus about four Years In
Betl:lehem—"House of hread.” “A name
properly applied to a place where I.II_P
Erue F‘-L-'.l'{ Wiks “'Hlnlnf-l"'h'll"‘l for Lhe |.t|.|‘
of the world.”"—Clarke. Of Judaeca I'o
distinguish it from Bethlehem in i'-.1'|'_--|-.
mentioned in Josh. 19: 1o iu-rl.'.
Herod the Great. He was an Edomite
and although a preselyte to the Jewish
rel iFon, Was T A IR IIIE for his wicked
ness amnd cruelty. He reigned thirty
geven vears in Judea and died a few
n.-~=|1h1. after the birth of hr":_-'T At this
time “the scepter was departing from
Judah. a sign that the Mesmah was now
at hand.” Wise men—Or magi. “Urig
imally o class of '|:I'I’"=+"“'*I among the I‘-.*r
aimns and Medes, who formed tae kKings

wivy counsel.™ They were men ol
Lﬂl;lillg and wealth. Augustine amd

Chrysostom say there were twelve magi,
but the common belief is that there were
but three. PBut why were thes> mag)
gecking the Christ? “We know that the
Persian magi believed In a Mesainh or
future Saviour, who should in the latler
day appear and remew the world im

ommentary.—I

WLl

¥
T mtae

righteousness.”—Whedon. From the eaat

from Media, or Persia, or
To Jerusalem-
that when they
geached the capital of the Jewish nation
they would have no trouble in finding
the object of their search.
¢ Where is he—This i.l-. .Eu-
mlem brought Jesus into popular notice
and called attention to the fact that the

—Perhaps
ibly, from Arabia.

w sevemed to su

- e I’--_-wurrr each subdivision there was a chief-

This was a title
i of Toradd

| get very tarel,
never |

wis Lhe |
“alil Meis- |

Nike partridge”

| ‘Bborn”’ &
| pretars,
| eliminate the supernatural, explain the

the king

' ruler in Israel.”
| “in no wise least.”

- vie brodder name Jack—Ivan, me fod-
' der ea'l him "™
By that time Jack was at our side.
"r'u-;-u | looked mto lus Tace L sdW it
was more than the weight of the gun
that made bim stagger. 1 thought that
when I came back in the fall Mike would
be alone,
Mike lited the gun
shoulder and put Em“ his hand to take
the rabbit, bui the hunter would not

' vield his spoils.

* wlzek shoot him,” laughed Mike. “He
want to take him home. Hu‘gt-t tired
pretty soon, then 1 take him.”

“You're a pretty decent sort of a kid,
aren't you?" [ said. I 1.1'_4r1'.mi to tell
the boy what 1 thought of him, but did
neovt 'ﬂr:riu\.' Just how to do It

wJack seeck, Meister,” he r~-phed-
He like to shoot,

him shoot rabbit.' '

lluj-i.-!
I help

“Well, good-bye, sir,” | said, He came | wop, tributary and it was twenty-five

forward and held out his hand.

i hve. Meister,” he satidl andd inatruct-
ed hi:u--’lu'ul]u-r to do the same,-

I turned after a few mimites Lo have
another look at the boy. The gun was
over Mike's shoulder ond the rabbit was

| dangling from the barrel of it and Jack
' was clinging to Mike's arm.

Somehow the sun was shining bright-
er when | turned, the little anemones
looked prettier and | thought the thaw-
ing soil smelled sweeter.

[ met an Englishman soon after ‘vho
hn
north and [
I must confess that
Mike entered my thonghts when the
matter was uader con.idesction. 1 wnent
the summer on my homestead and then
1th to rn.‘:if.r s0me Mmoney on thie
harvest fields

& " - #® - & L] L] [ ]

guined farther
h llrlt'-l-'.ill. Tl 1|_l'.,

WiEnE s

It was [ate ju the fall when 1 return
we] Mike, weia the old sun over his
shoulder, was one of the first to meet
me.

“G'day, Meister, you ecum back?™ he
called to me.

I thought 1 discovered a new note in
his voiee and when | came nearer, there

| was something 13 his eye | had not seen

II!'T- e
| was afrai/l

to ask for Jack. 1 had
Fhad Oy EiELEt
The conver-
sation ran in hte ordinaary lines for a
while. Ihen he suddenly turned to

ment durine myv absenece.

he asked,

when [ re-

partridge "

T i
I".T-I'llllul' ] -\.='| ..1
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I wa
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me i Le red 15
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s jugrled
L I|!I|'I| RIEON WS I1'.|_ at.
a pathetie appeal in his volea
that made his words go deep.

“dack very seeck, Meister. Mebbe |
shoot partridge? he asked again. ‘Jack
he 'I.'MM!. |!_".' way of ex-
planatio:.

“Nou ahoot
[ anid

“Mebbe | he sand.

“Jail be hanged,” [ satd, “there's Your
bird."”

I watched him disapn
through the biults, with this partrdgae
under and then went on my
way to my own home. d

- - - - " w L] - -

vour partridge, old man,”

&0 f i3 .I;.'.'Eﬂ""

vripe Hi

' & deer
hia 0
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Weeks bef

v i el

b b :}' that vear.
wree Christmas the ground was
ith annw the 1
ter had mnde reon=d Jose

T FIm oo

it before we

izication with the settle- |

had even begun to think of Christmas.
I met the boy on ons of the worst days
' and even 1 ecould see he was not proper-

| Iy elothed. At the Christmas tree whien

the missionary got up for the children

| of hte settlement, I took it upon myself
| to give Mike a special invitation

and
Mike saw that Santa Claus was in &

trom his brother’s | position to give lim a suit of warm

clothes, An idea crept into his head
that night and before he reached home
it had taken possession of him.

Their own Christmas came ten davs
later and the Galicians were making
preparations for it.

Two days before their celebration com-
menced, Mike appeared at the door of
my shack,

‘Meister,” he said, “Mebbe a doctor
come to station?”

“The Station” was the name of the
little town at the railway, to which we

miles distant. | had heard that a doe:
tor had settled there in the fall and in-
timated the same to Mike.

“Jack very sseck.” he said. “Mebbe I|

go to Station for doctor.”

It was the first time I hzd seen tears
in his eyes.

“I got doctor for Jack for Chreest-
mus,” he added.

The sky was threatening that morn-
ing.
“How wiHl vou go?" I enquired.

wOh, 1 walk, Meister, 1 good for n
walk.”

“You
death.”

He pointed to the warm elitbes he
waore. and before I eould say a word he
WiE gone. -

By noon that day it was blowing and
'fht‘-uir wna thickening with =now, Aa
I dined salone, anil ny thoughtis
The .'[in-].-.:'-i. SPTVIee

Mike, vou'll freere to

can't

I.l.'-l].'l.:,
turned on the bov.

was to be his Chnstmas aift tn Jaek. |

It seemed to me that it was a gift that
might ecost too much. As  the ‘lﬂ'II‘!d
rose | got anxions, I lefs the dighea
on the table and haszened tn  Mike's
home. The boy was a»: there Then |
went to the store. Hs was not there,
Then 1 heard he had gone for the doe-
tﬂ;. told a neighbor what 1 feared. Tle
agreed with me that Mike was in great
danger. and volunteered to go after him,
' The wind was behind us and we made
good time. We came upon no traces
of the boy on the way and in the town

' no one had seen him.

The wind fell that night, and in the

maorining the mereury stoodl at forty be- |

low. The sky was perfectly clear and
the sun set the white, flashing world
aflame.
hearts. We had a trip in vain, but the
fact that the boy was safe satisfied us.

Presently we came to a spot mnear
which were many wnif tracks. My com-
panion waa anxious about it and insist-
ed on seeing the canse. Something was
projecting from a drift,
tonk possession of me and 1 began to
tremble,

The snow was packed in a efrelr abont
him, for the wolves were hunervy that
winter. hut they had been afraid to
touech him. We earried him into the
aleich and the teara which fell from our
eves froze into we on his face,

“Hiz life for his friend<.” T mutter-
il

My eompanion made no reply,
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Many inter-
to

king. His star
especinlly those who seek

gtar.” or “sidereal :1:|:1'|'|1~.l|le-l‘l.t‘t",'1 |_'1J.‘ A
conjumlion of Jupiter and saturn,
which  oeccurred in May, B. C. 7, and

| again in December with Mars added, It

is. however, much more in harmony with
all the facts to believe that the star
which attracted the atteniion of Lhe
Madl wiks pros jedl for the 1lt"-‘:l.'-i:ITI, Tfl
worship him—To do lam homage. 'n‘li'_]
hiold to econfess the ilh_il'l‘T of their

5

wWere
i I:'|l'-

” |.',fii.! frivmm 'I'||r- ?‘-'r'ilu[u:'l'-t | v 3-8).

Had heard —The magi had 1'T":|.I|'-|_n-u
small stir by their inguiries, which m
modiately atttracted the attention of
y Troubled —lHerod, now sunk
into the jealous decrepitude -_-l' his sav-
age old age, waa residing in his new pal-
ace on Zion, when, hali maddensd as he
vas already by the crimes of hia past

;- yreer, he was thrown into a iresh par-

X VRN r-lI .'L1.|1F:11 ::'I:ld. :II.TI?'ii."'I_'lr' h_’h"‘ the ‘i"i:'-"ll
of these magi, bearing the strange in
« that they had come to worship
i new baarn Kine Farrar. !
v rival. All Jerusalem with him ~Fear-
ing that he would make this an occasion
bloodshed. 4.
the =an-

tie] | s nra

acts of
He assembled
| .ight ioot Chief This
TS I|1'| ’--;rh!:..' 1'rlH:|'[I1'-"‘h|'I.Il|'1 th-l‘
and his deputy, those
been high pricats —fci this
t i wiis often transferred
by the Roman authorities—and “the
of the twenly fonr sacerdotal fam-
ilies.” which David had distributed in so
many courses.” Ceribea—1The learned
1+-:';-;-~L£-r« of the Mosaic law, and the
collectors of the traditions of the elders,
Many of them were Pharisees—Demani.
e of them —Becapse they wouid be most
likely to know. Where the Christ (R,
V.j=Or the Messiah, the official title of
tho promised deliverer. “The wise men
had said nothing about the Chris%, or
the Messinh, but only about the King
of the Jews. But Herod saw that Lhis
king must be the expected Measiah”
5 By the prophet Micah 5, 2. Mat-
thew does not quote the exact words
found in Micah, but the sense is given.
It was an accepted truth that the Mes-
sianh must come from Bethlehem. @. Art
in no wise least (R, V.)—Micah Says,
“Though thou be little among the thon-
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that is to be
This made Bethiechem
Although Bethlehem
was little, yet it was exalted above all
the other cities of Israel. The princea—
“The thousands™ (Mieah 5, 2). e tribe
had been subdivided into thousands, and

of renewing his
Had oathered

Irin Ipr'rr*-d.u

ting high priest

O T T il

|!|,‘1 T ITE

hgnal=

prince.—Morison. A governor—
;'.:l:hnl and rule. Who shall he shep-

e R ] '-1'-' i S |

herd (R. V.)—To feed a=d
W“m Christ is both Thep-

 he greatly

Herod feared :

e ——————————

herd and King. My pebple Israel—Isrnel
was God's people in a peculiar sense,
They were His own peculiar treasure,

. III. The intrigue of Her ive. 7, B).
| 7. Privily ealled—Herod desired to keep
the time of Christ’s birth as secret as
possible lest the Jews who hated Him
should take oceasion to rebel, Enquired
of them diligently —*“Learned of them
exactly." —R. V. He inquired of them
the exaet time and received positive in-
formation as to the time the siar ap-
peared. Assuming that the star appeared
wihen the child was born he would thus
have some kdea of the age of the ehdld

8. He sent them—He assumed control;
but they followed the directions of the
Lord. Search diligently Herod was
honest in making this charge to them;
desired to receive definite
word conecerning the new King. And
worship  Him also — What hypoerisy!
He oniy wished to find the child in or-
der to murder him (vs, 13, 16); he waos
crafty and subtle, saying one thing and
| meaning another. But God did not per
mit him to carry out his purpose,

IV. Gued by the star (vs. B, 10). O
The star.. went before them—The same
star wihich they had seen in their own
country mow again appears. The star
had disappeared for a time and this
led them to inguire in Jerusalem for
the young Ring whom they sought. Sup
eratural hrl;*n should not be rle'r'vd
whers ordinary means are to be had
stood over -lThe star pointed out
| very house.—Benso. 10, They rejowced

The Greek is very emphatie, They
rejoiced exceedingly because they saw
they were about to find the child and
because they had such unmistazable
proof of being in divine order. That
alone is emough to cause rejoicing.

V. The child Jesus found (vs. 11, 12).
11. Fell down—lhey prostrated them-
s¢lves before Him according to the east-
ern custom. “In this act the person
kneels and puts his head between his
knees, his forchead at the same time
touching the ground. It was used to ex-
press both eivil and religious reverence.”
—{larke. Gifts—The people of the East
‘did not approach into the presence of
kings without bringing them meu.
The custom still _E':"ﬂ' n many
laces. Gold, ete. —Gold would always

useful, while frankincense and nyrrh
were prized for their delicious frag-
rance. were the very nts
Isaiah mentioned: “All they from She-
ba shall come; they shall bring gold
and incense” (lsa. 60. 6) “Incense, or
frankincense, is a resinous gum, flow-
ing from a tree, for the pur-
, growing in Arabia and Lebanon.

is also a gum obtained from a
tree in Arabia.” dhm

12, Warned of God in a dream— God

.t-ht h: at once 'h’!_‘ldd. wuadh wmanm  We

-"Th’ﬂlu

We started boh with lighter |

A terrible fear |

che |

mmm and ﬂ.’u’mm the
Plu.cnﬂ;[, APPLI NS

L A place of -inﬂun(.nﬂw when
Jesus wag borp» (v. 1.) “Thou shalt call
his Pame Jegug” (Matt, 1; 21.) A man’s
PAme Tepresents his character. Herod's
l-“'f s EY oy for erueity, Abra-
lam’s for fajih stephen’s for martyr
~OLl, JOLi's for love, Jesuy’ for malva-

His name hos power to save. A
ﬂl'll'lj:u officor, cying o B
da ﬁﬂmht himself on the field at
ad of his gallant men, and that an
enemy’s gun was in front of them read
to be fired. He was greatly distressed.
At the mention of the name of Jesus his
agitation cegsed, his delirium
away; a smile kit up his pale imce, and
he said in a low tone, “Jesus, Hus]‘.'l It
id: “Q unto fne, all ye
that labor and are Weavy leen, and I
will give you rest!” { want rest; | am
weary."”
from delifium, andhe was restful and
happy until his spirit took its flight to
God. Jesus is sile to save “to the ut-
termost ;" (Hel, 7. 25): able to save
from the power of sin as well as its pen-
aity (Rom. 4; 2 14y, able to keep us
from all unrighteouspess (1 John 1; 7),
and able to “keep” ug clean (Jude 24).

II. A F:l'f"l‘.' l}f.ljlh('llrit:-'. “In Beshle-
hem™ (v. L) “An ipsignificant village,
not mentioned among the many towns
at the time of the division of the land.
“In & manger” (Luke 2; 7.) Not in a
Pﬂ.hr{', not in a howse of Juxury, not in
a cottage surrounded by brightness, but
in a limestone eave, 4] the Christ-child
open its Tufant eyes to earth. Was this
to teach bow little (Jod ecares for exter-
nals? That the Christly beart will not
covet gaudy surroundings! That Jesus
lh:m a terxder sympathy for the poorest!
That thl'_"l-' who follow him will choose
the owliest places?

1. A place of eruelty. “In the days
of Herod the king” (v. 1.} Jesus came a
stranger to this world: there wuns no
room for him in the inn (Luke 2: 7.)
Herod hunted him (v, 7.} His own par-
ents “understood not” his youthiful as-
pirations (Luke 2; 49). Lhis own towns-

Beth- |

The nuwe of Jesus saved bim |

{

Sidl the Ghost pointed downward to
the srave by which it stood.
“Men's courses will foreshadow certain

ends, to which, if persevered is, they
must lead"” said Serooge. “But, if the
sourses be departed from, the ends will
change. Say it is thus with what you
show me!"”

The Spirit was iﬂﬂlg:l::ﬂt as ﬂiﬂ'.

Ser orept towar rembling as
Le w::l;g;,! lnd?fnllmring the finger, read
upon the stone of the neglected grave
his own name, Ebenezer Schooge.

“Am | that man who lay upom the
bad ¥ he eried, upon his knees,

The finger nointed from the grave to
him, and back again.

“No, Spirit! h, no, no!”

The finger was still there.

“Spirit!” he eried, tight clutehing at
its robes, “hear me! 1 am not the man
[ was, [ will not be the man I must
have been but for this intercourse.
Why show me this, if I am past all
hope!™

For the first time the hand appeared
to shake,

“Good Spirit,” he pursued, as down
upon the ground he fell before it
“Your nature intercedes for me, and
pities me. Assure me that I yet may
change these shadows you have shown
me, by an altered life!”

The kind hand trembled.

“1 will honor (Tristmas in my heart,
and try to keep it all the year, 1 will
live in the Past, the Present and the
Future, The spirits of all three shall
strive within me. I will not shut out
the lessops that they teach. Oh, tell
me | may sponge away the wnting
on this stone!”

In his agouy, he sought the spectral
hand. It sbught to free itself, but he

men rejected him (Luke 4: 29); he had
not where to lay his head (Matt, 8: 20;
John 7, 53; B, 1); his aWwn E.l-up:r stoned |
him (John 10, 31); one of his own disei- |
ples betrayed him (Hatt, 26; 14, 15); |
| Jews and Gentiles conspired to erucify
him (Luke Z2, 66; 23 1 12). Al the |
way from the cradle Lo the crose he
met with cruelty, '
IV. A place of royalty, “Dorn King of
the Jews" (v. 2). The ;_',rnpl-l of Mat-
thew is the story of Jesus as King. Its
kl‘}'-“‘lh]‘{l "kiTlﬂulnH]." is found flrt}'SlI
times. Its li.l'_'l' phhl-l-, “I.;iugciu:u ofi
| heaven,” is found thirtyv-two times and |
nowhere else in the ":.'1--.'.' Testament.
Matthew gives his legal geneology, his
royal pedigeee, from David, source of |
Jewish rule; and Abrabham, s wuree of
Jewish blessing (Matt. 1:1). .Jesus was |
born king, but he waited—he is waiting
atill for the kingdom (Luke 19:25: Matt,
20:20). The praver, fny  kungdom
come, thy will be done in earth” (Matt.
6:10), has never been literally fulfilled.
It will b¢ some 1|.4l|'|-. {Jll'imll rules the
hearts of his' own to-day as a Shepherd
iv. 6, R V.). The characteristic of his
apiritual Kingdom is patience (Rev. 1:9).

{ mnt,

| 3 P ]
ilng. BIr.

Christ will rule over men one day with
a rod of iron (Psa. 2:9).
V. A place of prophecy. “It is written
by the prophets” (v. 3). A study of
prophecy gives a miniature life of Jesus,
Isa. 7.14: Micah, 5:2; Isa. %:1, 2:
| 49:10: Hosea 11:1; Zeah, 11:12,
| Zech, 13:7; Isa. 53:12; Psa. 22

22:1; 069:21; Zech. 12:10; John 1:45;
| Acts 13:27; 1 Cor. 2:8. A special bless-

(iem. |
13:
-18: Psa.

| TYINY
' on the head, and questioned bepggars,

| pleasure.

ing 18 promised to those who read and
| hear and keep the last great propheey of |
his coming (Rev, 1:3; 22:18,
19).

VI. A place of guidance, “The star
came and stood over where the young
child was™ (v. 0. Heralded by a star
Jesus ushered in the day of grace at the |
beginning of this dispensation. The star
which illuminates our pathway and o=
| before us to guide us to Jesus is the |
| Holy Spirit, of whom Jesus says: “lia
| shall testify of me” G(lohn 15:26).
|  VIL A place of rejoicing (v. 10). The
| wise men, rejoicing at the cradle of the
| infant King, carry our thonght forward
!. to another day when & multitude f Te-
i
|
]
|

|-,1=r'|||:|i

deemed men and angels shall ery with a
loud voiee (Rev., 5:12).
VIII. A place of worship (v. 111. rr]'-l;l..'
gave themselves; then their gifts (2 Cor,
| 8:4, 5). They saw, they ' [2l dewn”™
thus presenting their “bodirs & avirg
| saerifice” (Rom, 12:1); they “worsh'p |
|cd,," pouring out their souls’ wlorauion;
| then “they offered unto him gifts" (M |
i V..
IX. A place of pressats. “Thery jree
| sented unto him gifts; goll, anl irank:
| incense, and myrrh” (v, 11). A3 &
Savior Jesus is God's great gift 1o us
| {(Jobn 3:16) : as saves ones we aie vod's
| gift to him (John 17:4). told, ‘,"’""‘l"*“"l
in token of his royalty, typtie:
we are: frankineense, referring 1
deity, refers to what we 5; myrri, il
ticipating his death, ref:s to whal we

to hi=

} knock.

what |

suffer. AEA Y AL M
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The Stockings by the Hearth.

Two thrilling moments fill the home
and set ' the children on

tiptoe in a flutter of enthusiasi
excitement. Ome is the moment

with rapture

{ the hearth. They must nol be too
close together. lest Santa Claus be IN-
convenienced when he opens his Plli'
and begins his task, There
| things that fit into a stocking

heel to toe, and make it bulge 2
way from ankle to knee. Dut there are
bigger things, such at skates, sieds,
toy velocipedes, desks, Jovely dolls that
have crossed the ocean amdl know ever
so much about Parls or Vienna, if they

books t

perfectly delightful treasures that come
| into the house on Christmas eve an

are found by their new owners on Christ
mas morning. They are too large to fill
a stocking, and therefore a little space
must be left between the stockings of
John and those of . the stockings

Bve ndnutes,

| BAITE,

| Wonderful

|

and
when |
the stockings are hung in a row beside |

are lois ol |
1o ' elock struck g‘
Il the !

' that
 Tank.
could talk and tell their secrets: | door: his comfarter, too.

& boy has been longing 075 | his stool
rubber boots, in fact there js no end of | hig pen,

was strong in his entreaty, and de-

! tained it. # The Spirit, stronger yet, re-

pulsed him,

Holding uwp his hands in a last prayer
to have his fate reversed, he saw an
altesation in  the phantom’s hood and
dress. It shrunk, collapsed, and dwin-
died down into a bedpost.

Yes! and the bedpost was his own.
The bed was his own, the room was
his own. Best and happiest of all, the
time before him was his own to make
amends in!

He dressed himself “all in his best”
and at last got out into the streeta.
The people were by this time pouring
forth, as he had seen them with he
Ghost of Christmas Presont: apd. walk-
ing with his hands behind him, Seroofe
regarded every one with a delighted
smile. He looked so irresistinly wvleas
in a, word, that three or tour
H*l:h!-lullngﬁ‘r-! fellows said, “Grood-murn-
merry Christmas to you!”
And Serooge said often afterfards, that
of all the blithe sounds he had cver
heard, those were the blithest n
Tars,

He went to chureh, and walked abcub
ithe street, and watched the peiip2 bar-
t- and fro. and patted ehi’lren

and looked down into the kitehams of
houses, and up to the windows, and
found that evervthing could yieul kim
He had never dreamed that
any walk—that anything—eould giva
him so much happiness. In tbe after-

noon he turned his steps towari hi!|.|

nephew’s house,

He passed the door a dozen timas,sbe- |

fore he had the courace to oo up and
Jut he made a dash, and dud !

“Is' your master at home, my dear?”
said Scrooge to the girl Nice girl!
Very!

“Yes, sir.

“Where is he, my love?" said Scrooge.

“He's in the dining-room, sir, along
with mistress. I'll show you upstairs,
if vou please..”

“Thank'ee, he knows me,” said
Scrooge, with his hand already on the
dining-room lock. “I'll go-in here, my
dear.”

He turned it gently, and sidled his
face in round the door. They were
looking at the table, which was spread
out in great array; for these young
housekeepers are always nervous on

wE

| such points, and like to see that every-

thing is right.

“Fred,” said Serooge,

Dear heart alive, how this niece by
marriage started. Secrooge had
gotten for the moment, about her sit-

' ting in the corner with a footstool, or

e would mot have deme it, on any mec-
count.

“Why. bless my soul!™ ecried Fred,
who's that?™

“It’s 1, vour
come to dinner.
Fred®™

Let him in. ¥t is a merecy he didn't
ehake his arm off. He was at home in

Nothing could be
nicce looked just the

Unele Serooge, [ have
Will you let me in,

heartier. His
So did the plump sistey when she came,
A did every ome when thely
pariy  wonderful
wonrderful unanimity, won-der-ful happi-
ness !

But he was early
maorning.

at the office next

So did Topper when he eame, |
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§RE
sahigiin

mas, Bob, my good
given you for many
your salary,

i

;_E

ver a4 Smo

Im ‘Hl.kl! up the fires, and A
other 'e;ltdt.:n.he:l'nre you dot another

Cra t.
Bn‘?ermgt was better than his word.
He did it all, infinitely more, .
Tiny Trim, who did mot die, he‘;: s
second father. He became a& "N

: good a master, and
gy old city knew, or

T = h‘r’.
any other good old aty, town oOF
ough, in the good old world. ﬁﬂuml:

ple laughed to sce the altera Tllt.ﬂt
im, but he let th;:m llug::i.:mi
them; for he was

::«:;g' that mothing ever happened om
the globe, for , at which some
people did not have their fill of t
ter in the outset ;and knowing
such as these would be blind anyway,
he thought it quite as well that they
should wrinkle up the
as have the malady 1

forms. His own heart langhed;

was good enough for him.

el e

THE FORGOTTEN GUEST.

There was onoe a family who had a
guest staying with them, and when
' they found out tiat he was to have
' a birthday during his visit they were
| nll dt-iighl.yud with the idea of celebrat-
img it. Days before—almost weeks be-
llnredthey began to prepare for the
| celebration.  The cooked and stored a
| large quantity of good things to eat,
| apd laid in & stock of good things to
| be cooked and prepared on the happy
day, They planned and arranged the
most beautiful decorations. They even
thought over and made, or selected, Iit-
tle gifts for ome another; and the
whole house was in hurry and eonfusion
' for weeks before the birthday came.
| Fverything else that was to be done was
1 u-ttpnned until after the rhiﬂ-hdl]’. and
indeed many important things were neg-
lected,
cntally the birthday eame, the rooms
were all decorated, the table set, all
' the little gifts arranged, and the guesis
' from outside of the house had all ar-
rived. Just after the festivities had
begun a little child said to its mother:
| “Mamma, where idy the man whose
birthday it as?”

“Hush! hush!™ the
“Don't ask questions.”
|  But the child persisted, until finally
the mother saidw: “Well, 1 am sure, 1
do not know, my dear, but 1 will ask.”
| She asked her neighbor, and the
 neighbor looked surprised, and a little
puzzled. _
| “Why," she said, “it is a celebration.
We are celebrating bis birthday, and he
| is a guest in the house.”

Then the mother got interested amd
L eurious herself,

| “DBut where is the guest? Where is
| the man whose birthday it is?" And
| this time she asked one of the family.

He looked startied at first, and then in-

quired of the rest of the family.

“Where is the guest whose birthday

it is?  Alas! nobody knew. There

they were, all excited and trying to en-

joy themselves by celebrating his birth-

' day, and he—wsome of them did not

| even know who he was. He was leff
| out and forgotten.

When they had wondered for s lithle
while they immediateiy forgoi again and
went on with their celebrations—all ex-
cept the little child. He slipped out of
the room, and made his mind t®
find the man whose birthday it was, and
finally, after a bard search, he found
him upstairs in the attic, lonely and
sick.

He had been asked to leave the guest-
room, which he had occupied, s0 as to
be out of the way of the preparations
for his birthday. Here he had fallem

]

mother said.

of him, exeepting one of the humbler
servants and thie little child. The
| had all been so busy preparing for
| birthday festival that they had forgot-
ten him entirely,

This is the way it is with most of wa
at Christmas time.—Leslie’s Monthly,

—— e —————

The Scramble for Mhristmas Presents,
“The girl who works for her livirg

does have a hard time gathering up Ler

Christmas gifts. unless she has 2 fire

head for organization and “nows wlere
to shop,” says Anns Steese Rilsrd-
son in the Woman’s Home Compansn

Oh, he was early there. If for December. * The first *hiag to re-

he could only be there first, and cateh member is that ‘he Christmas Laraim

Bobk Cratchit coming late! That was

the thing he had set his heart upon.
Ah, he did it; vet, he did it! The

No Bob. A quarter

past. No Bob. He was full eighteen

minutes and a half behind his time. faetory ends. N
wide open, ings of the ba

sat with his Jdoor
e might "

His hat was off, before he

see him come intn his

the
: 4 He was an
in :[j;ﬂ'j': drit-ingi away with
as e were t to over-
take 9 o'clock. i

It"l.l.‘lltﬂﬂ'ld 'ﬂiﬂ!. A8 nDear as h mu
Mfeign it. mt"hmlﬂ'lllhyu:n+
ihﬁhﬂﬂ“ﬂhﬂmﬁf&IﬁrF
| 1 am very
' am behind

rooge, in his ae. |

counter is the dumping ground of the

| ahirewd merchant. He tosses here all the
left-overs from last vear's usalable
| stock. For this eounter, he up old
wholesale stocks, avetion Jots  and

knows the fafl-

in counter shopper het-
' ter than does this shrewd merchant. And
:Mm:kﬂlf:gy!h;qﬁmﬂnfﬂﬁprm
on every ing fs and

eolors are garnish, Hut.hnln hlﬂmﬂhn e

. »
: | - o e
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i _‘*".I
. = L ._:-.. Ir.!' -
=
T T -

and to

fll, and no ome had had time to thank

s g0 & aprty of buntess,
‘* & #team yeeal from u
bunt in Newfoundland, called at
""“ the enstera shore of

ot Bay, and ook & vide iu
. abandoned copper and

i

M, Maine. 1 he
deciduous i,
' ns Lo stand wut
.WIF neubral back
Lirow i . Biretchiayg
-rﬂw{:ld SWOEDIng
“lh’ wWoere Lels of thou-
ws in the dull vigor of
The owner of the
at them carefully and cauue
m would make wdeal
—much better than the
that were then
sOine men and horses
deck of the yacht with
and took them to Y-
When the cargo
front of Foa-
euil Hall the marketmen fell over on
another in their greed to get the u
Lrees, Mﬂﬂduﬂ; the u:m:-;- [In: at au
nous I'Ilﬁt, and clamore Or M
enf[l'lsﬂ' ﬂﬂlil.-‘ year about SN0 Lrees w o
taken to Boston from the shores of
Haneock county, chiefly from Castine
Orland and Blue Hill. The thid -«

;

i
1

i

cEEis
i

| trees were sent Lo New '!'::lrii and
' tared the hearts of the dweliers in Ao

ica’s metropolis, At the end of four
years the average gshipment of Maine's
firs was 700,000 trees & year, Lasi nc.
son more than 1,200,000 were sent
This season’s shipments will prolo
reach 1,500,000, . :

Though the cutting, trimmpung, b
ling and shipment of Unristmas tree
laborious task, the Maine farmers 1,
the occasion an autumnal holiday, takiy
their families to the forest fring: .l
vating thar midday meal around » |
ing fire, that roars and sparkles 10
mic=l of their lJabors. Une man cuis g
sizable trees close to the ground. A
or strong girl euts away with «
hatohet the few dead limbs at the b
i Wollan and = hu} or Lwo Wiolas
the trees into bundles of twelve o
them Lrmiy Logelbe with stroag
and a large boy or a man drive
st of horse harnessod to a hay:
which hauls the load to the whu
raglroad station.

Meantime the smaller children
family roam through the woods, | _
the trailing creepers of ground pin: 1w
among the fallen leaves, picking o
bunches of glossy wintergreen fron
shadows of everhanging pines and rutl
ering in the shining red fruit of th.
raisin shrub, all of which will be
0 ||.-I|,||I:.' in boxes and sent awav 1
'.-]:":ll,l.n ..r.q] sllviieers 1ol ST
rotion and jor the adornment o1
city homes where Christmas s o!
with pomp and splendor,

From the point of view of the :
aire, who makes and loses thousa
doliars on margins every day,
utie which the Maine farmers
from Christmas trees secms insign
bt the sum total means a great
thoze who are not overburden
money. Allowing seven and
eents for the average priee on Cht
trees delivered at the station, and pi
ing the number at 1,500,000, the 1o
irom trees alone will bhe £]112,500,
to this is, say, 10,000 for berrvic
tradling evergreens to be  mads
wrenths, This means 200000 bhan
flour, or 10,000 ¢loaks for the «
a8 many overcoats for the me
means 40853 Ia;l,il*.i of shoes, o1
prire of storm overshoes, o
an anbusl ineome of &40, jf
interest in any of the Main
banks,
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ON EARTH PEACE

LClirist came to bring peac
carth. He would make peace bt
man and man., The influence of -
is soltening all life. The
very slowly to the gentle ind
love; but it is wielding ne
Christian eivilization, with it-
tions of ghilanthropy and charit:
reflinement of feeling and all 11-
humanities. is the fruit of Chre
teaching and redemption,

Peace is one of the great key wor
the Bible. It has many shadoes
ing, There is perace with G
comes Lo mll whoe reeceive forginve
There s the place with God
nosseses  Lhe heart of him
learned to entrust his life, wit
perplexities and cares, in the hat
Cioad, Christ left as a bequest T
discipien Hizs own peace, and
what wonderful peace His was
never wornied. XNothing ever o
for a moment the guirt of |
Fven on the eross His peace
aroken, This peace He on
friends, if they will receive it

Then there is peace among
wne part of the meaning of the
somg. Wherever the Jove of O'h
it binds hearts together in units
should be ours at this Christma=tade 0
listen again to the angels’ = "
earth pemee” and to let its holy stran
enter deep into our hearts, This will ¥
the troest and best (hristmas
Il were a sad pity ¥ the giad '
bring te us orly a few present
friends, the music of some joyou
ard an air of gladness, and =ho
leave in our hearts a pew gift of
and a holy uplift of life towand tipns
that are more excellent, 1. 1T V3%

n. D. j

The Cynic’s Christmas.
Bame old Christmas
As of yore,
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With dilated eves and lips breath
ly apart, and paling cheeks, the ¥
Bl beard, and arose to her feet,
®ood one moment, uncertain, am
h"n'lll.’l.-rrnd, and then reeling, heid
ber arme to ber father. But at the
Woment Faleomer sprang forward,
@aght ber to his bosom, closing

nd her fragile form, in & «
erushing, cruel grip.

Duniel Hunter advanced upon him
demanded his daughter,

“No. You shall not have her, |
mothing about her bLeing vour 4
Ble s mine my bride —my wife.

bas pledged her marriage vows to
bere this altar. She Is mine,
MHE- vou her faiber you ecould
I“"* from me'” exclaimed Fal

The maiden slightly struggled w0
bersel!, but the pressure was ine
];n- glared defianc

painfully, while
ber Tather. .

“Do mot struggle, Maud, my «chil
quiet, be cool, remember the sacred
we stand under. If he design= to
a disgraceful seene here in thie ch
be deceives himself that is all. Wi
be patient witl and when
tired of that tragic acting, be will r
you. and vou will come to me.” said
¢! Hunter, eolly taking a seal

But, to the surprise of all., Fal
OLeary lifted up majden A
arms. and bore her down the nisle
out of the chureh

Daniel Hunter ealmly
alter them, Mr. Lowvel
Fl'..':ll.'.l. I I
LT

A

him

b

arose, and

amil one or

e Ny i

h':- hiie ||r|-iq- ol Tha
Tﬁ:. I Hunter «
clapped hie strong hond upor

el W I'll'l.h'l: Fiim
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arocunid, mnd sasd

“See bher | baopre Wit vl LS
et I i il el
I rmit a disturbanee in Lhe chius

are taide now, and 1 com:® pma Ve
e IR .i;l._;_l!'l'.q-T b for U1 |
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him and having botl
Jirm

s b b e

overmastered
his hand the pistol
pon il vsdm e i
fainting danghter i
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Don’t neglect

Statistics sho
elone over 200 p

consumphion.

And most of
be living now if ¢

warning cough.

You know
Emulsion e
cough or cold.
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