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', 8he continued:
velve hours, My
made g din-r‘rwery which
her it will

med, deep-
to hig brow, 1 trust
mitted ng enemy to
: dracter in your pre-
Sence, "
She looked y in surprise
ity. So furai:.:'npm her l:;mhlu
low vice of listening

and perplex-
nature was

to the slander.
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beg vour pardon, Mr. Hi‘l.iltiﬂﬂ'ﬂ, I
not quite understand you, she said.
“Aura, 1 have enen ies bitter, mal.
ant, unn_-.h-nting, and unserupulous ep-
®inies—wh,, would dash my present cup
happiness from my lips, and move
heaven and earth to ruin me who, to
effect their Purpose would not hesitate

to abuse Your ear with calum njeg against
me.”

Neath my roof: no slanderer would dare
W breathe Your name jn my presence
O answered, with 5 certain noble ang
gentle dignity peculiar to heself.
“Then, my {'Kl'l‘ii'h"lf Laura, what iy
it. You “poke of having made & discoy.
oY, or rather a Supposed ulj-n'm'vr_r that
might— byt never skoaulg separate yus
forever, Now, dear Lavra, what 8 the
Bature of this SUpposed :It'nq-rn'u-r_'.',"
"It concerns myself My Hastings: ang
Possibly you, as JOU are interested jp
me." She paused and sighed,
A l.ii.hi'lll'l-r_\'
Laura? [ peed Mot repeat that it cap nev-
or, whatever its natyre may be, separate
s, as you seem to think possible: but
oxplain, my dear Laura, ] long to share
our secret.” he aaid, u!rau'mg nearer to
er and taking her hand in his own.
“Ah, how ean I ever inform you, Al
bert Hastings Yet why do | hesitate?
Whenee tomes this relinetapee to speak
of a misfortune or which I am in no
degree responsible* s i possible that,
unconsciously, I cherish in my bosom a
lurking pride of caste, that shrinks from
Ak nowNed gf n o to-day the humiliating
fact that must he made public .0-mor.
oW Or do I doubt Your constaney un-
der the trying ordeal? 1 know not: but
this weakness must be overcome” ghe
said, Speaking more to her own soul
JRhan to another
He sat—now that hijs selfish fears were
Allayed—listening with attentive cour.
tesy, while s he continued :

“Mr. Hastings. whom do you take me
You believe me to be—as until
night | b | i vid myself to be—
Laura Etheridge, Baroness Etheridge, of
Swinburne. "

“Assuredly replied Mr, Hastings, in
surprise, privately asking himself, “What
Is this? Has she Jilted me? |q she pri-
vately married to me earl duke,
'h” haa I',l.‘-u'qf ]rr"!" n Il'r';l 0or fwin j“ TF'Ir'
Peerage gand covered her title with hia
own ™ ﬂﬂl‘ next words showed him his
mistake,

“I am not so.
of Etheridge runsg m my veina,™
ealmly,

“Laura! Lady Etheridge! In the
Name of all the saints in heaven, what
do you mean " he said, startied from gl
his imposed ecalmness by sheer astonish.
ment, as though he thought she had sud-
denly gone mad.

“I mean just what 1 have said,
no Etheridge. [

No IITIiIFI' of the bload
she said,

I am

ahe continued,
seeming eruelty,
with the surgeon firmly uses

but real mercy, where.

the probing

“Laura! lady! madam?! What s this
—this accursed thing that You tell me?
lt cannot, it shall not he true,” he arled,
in great excitement.

“It is perfectly true. Albert Hastings,

u have heard of such events as neg-

' » PUt out to nurse, being
ehanged by the nurse, who, after some
interval of time, foists upon the friends
of her little charge her own offspring.”

“Mr. Hastings, the infant heiress of
Swinburne Castle was just such a wrong-

that concerns you, lerJ

am simply Laura Elmer, [
the daughter of the lath gamekeeper,” | antly, held,
with something like the | be clean amnd honest,
sion to which it has no right '

|
knife. fl
|

' than with mi,

| trusted to g confidentia],
femnale servant, Alas!
have to speak

misguided woman, from

vVénge for a bitter wrong,

him
"Good heaven of heavens!

ings,
“That is the

and rea sonahle ™

“It eannot be true,
Who has abused vour

The woman,

1 “No one.
herself tq

and believing
for me last
fession, bringing
truth of her story,”

possible, | Iinsist !
| erazy or designing,
impudent
strange chill
a father as his own,
| forever Impoasible !

out against such a
exclaimed Mr,
the rich

She

Hastings,

stings!

1 is not

a3 been mare

And in this
temptingly easy,
changed were of

The
the

age all look
for many months, and
it was as Casy to giye
| the other sn that the
of his sight.*

“Good heavens! Lady
Seem :nh.-mlutr-!_r to be
advoeate of thizs othervisa
claimant,”
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Vocate of the right,
them, < he validity
statement jg palpable
manner, believing hersalf
death, the vraisemblance
and the faet that the
have seeen, bears g
to all the family

“LII:I_'L' I‘:r']!’[jli".:t‘ fopr
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A5 to imagine that an ohae

money or influence
against he wealth,
er o the present baroness "

“Mr. Hastinga, T foe]

that girl's claims
die rather than
POwer against hor
"1--‘1-!}' Etheridges
Pause! consjder’
with your priceless
ble man before Vo,
my hands,

1§ T

P“ijjflj‘l to Protect You,
I,tlmn. Lo compromise

claimed Albert
i While he

5Frn|-.'¢-_ she

n |*t'1.';I1]I|'1.’:|.' nll:] duuht

| Place to

, he went on, quickiy.
| this matter to

“Nay;: pardon me, Mr,
must become your
| ors. I must resign

lady, sadlyv, but
“Laura Etheridge ™

t'ﬂfl”_'l .

firmly,

and fortune, gg precious
should be to Yourself,”
“Nay; not so, Albert,

tion
and, if I resign
I cannot kee

well. Oh, AH
morning stripped
and wealth,
as the poarest cottage gir]
having  hug OFe treasure,

& child, Losing her mother when she |

Was but & few weeks old, she was in.

His arms were

didn’t have a s
entire body.

tempt me not to barter jt

but disaffected
that I should

his infant, this
motives of re-
imposed upon
her own child, myself.”

Am I mad
Jnr dreaming!” ejaculated Robert Hast.-
Question I asked myself
twelve hours ago; but I am pow calm

It Is Impossible.
noble mind with

such a ridiculous fabrication *

Y full of remorse

be

night and made

many proofs

dying, sent
a full con-

It is im-
The woman is either
has told you an
and absurd falsehoeod !
could ever be foisted upon

It is utterly and
Nature herself Cries
deception,”
trembling for
inheritance of his promised bride,
You must know
impossible, but
than onee commit- ” :
eception was | j '
infants that were
age—threa
1t tender
alike, The fatheyp went away
when he returned
him one ehild a3
other was kept out

It is impossible, T repeat.!

strange

inatance i

sS4 me
weeks olid—and infants of tl

Etheridge vou
A partisan and ap
pPreposterous

th, an ad.
wherever I find
of thia
to me. Ier earnest
to be near
of her story,
young mirl, whom [
strong  rezsemblance
portraits, while it ig
torious that [ resemble none of them.”
aurch you are,
innot be go |
of l;l‘l'l.' and :-'m:'ing‘r
ure claimant,
psupported by stronger proof than that
Which has been advanced, gnd unaided by
can have any chance
m, and pow-

of the try

You ¢

connect i

an inner convije.
tion that that nurse’s story js true, and
are Just, and [ would
my position and
Just righta.
my adored Laura!
and if ever yoy
atfections the hum.
leave this matter in
In a few hours more I shall
be vour prond and happy husband— in a
Leave it to me,
with thesa
aml settle their preposterous o]
Hastings, earne
looked
with ga counterance in which

nims," ax.
stly.

aradually gave
an expression of deep pain,

' “You consent to this, Lady Etheridge,”
“You will intrust
me, to he arranged after [
shall have become Yeur hushand. ™
Hastings, 1
Wife in my true eol-
My rank and title,
too long wrongfully, thongh most
The hand T giye You
Il'lriﬁll_‘.f no possag.
" replied the

said Mr,
Your sympathies g nd
Spear to me to side wigh any rather
You seem willing to pe.
sign, with a culpable Im'it}', a title, rank,
L0 me as they

Hastings,
affections

of a posi-

grutxlmluod the afi\'anlnge;l
g 0 be mine,

t I so long believed ¢
them now, jt
them and kee
eIt Hastings! T was this
of name and title, rank
I stand bejore you
in our valley,
the priceless
treasure of my lifa's unsullied honor, Al!

for Swinburne

luftlndfhbby.
trong muscle in his

to defer our

sh
consider
BaVe you time

“Tut. tt! my deares Laura; you talk

e a fanatie. N i

not
pleasy re, to

Th

sit down, whi
eloquence of
mind,

Oh! Albert 7
humilation!»
“Laura, you
of the + and T long to eq)) you mine *
Huti:tgn, rising. She “also arose,
strength, or h

No for—for this

Creator. On

bowe dand

fierce
and down the
“Here is a

' fa]ling
Eazing jn aston-
hed, .

'8¢, miscalled HIma;', is

u know her s confirmed ijp
entire rejectio

cided my eo

hasten to her

walkeg up and Jow
ing within himse|f,

“Rose, Roge Elmer, Baroness
ridge! It May turn out gor it may!
and if it does—__» Here he stole a Jook

L one or two of the family portraits,
“And she js

‘a softened
barons!

fortune; ang

Ethe.-

woman's

off,

the| op leaving

before! 13 ;. certainly very

And now, ; should marry

tune this Laurg whom I do

not love, ayy afterward diseovep that

Swinburpe belongs to Rose, whom [ do

!{H'-F'—-WII_',*. what a foo] 7| shall haye

| Proved myselfr | WUSE gain time to gpa

how this w il end, [ am Sure of either

of the women that's a com fort—and 1

shall marry ¢h, Baroness Etheridge 'of

Swinburne, Whichever that shall prove
to Dbe.™

Here he stnla a look at Laura,

She was stjj] seated at the table, with
. her elbows resting on jts top, her noble
brow supported by her hand, and her
large, earnoest c¥es cast down as ip trou-
bled thought. She Was ruminating, prob.
ably, over the sirange phases of  per
lover's character, gs brought out by the
crisis,

She raised her
Plexed glance,

“Lady Etheridge,” he artfully began,
“I think you are right, As wae cannot
agree upon the Proper course to bhe pur-
sued in this matter of the new claim,
4% you differ widely from me, it js best,
perhaps, that | should leave yYour con-
science uttrammelled in this action,”

“"Oh, Albert Hastings, how much [
thank you!"™ she exclaimed, fervently,
dismissing her Jate distressing doubt as
to his integrity of Purpose, and cordially
holding out her hand to him -

He took it somewhat ecoldly, pressed
slightly, dropped it, ang continued :

“And in order to leave you a moral
free agent to act as you please i this
affair, it js necessary that I make the
great sacrifice of offering to defer our
marriage to-day until this matter is fin-
ally settled

She raised hep eyes to his with one
long, wistfy] gaze, as thongh she would
have read his soul. And she dig read it,
and as she gqw the dark characters of
selfishness ang duplicity inserjbed there.
in, bher eloquent countenance went

steps to seek
M-

Lady Ether
call her by th

buried in thoy
Hastings was

by the sudden
the library,

dian,

honored

u¥es to meet his per-
startled him,

“Good Heav
has happened
her hand and
chair,

people,

at him

: Hastings and
Surprise,

mutual econse
quietly,

Albert
ridge!
last moment,
is madness!

“I have” sh

ignor- a discovery,

must

engagement,
course—to

proposal, and
riage engagen
by mutual con

(To

this great crisis in my
ma B |
Proposition, and

to postpone our Mmarriage

keep myself attendant
be accepted or

had a better heart and 5 nobler spirit!
ce more, farewel] "
leave the rom.
He seized her hand and forced her to
le, with all the impassioned

eried, Passionately,
“I know ig.

does not belong to me.

even now; but my sorrow fs,
be, a thing between myself

wed and left the room,
impatience, and began walking uy

pretty dilemma,
should, contrary to

must try to prevent

peets look well
brace the cause

MArry me, before she suspects

money and interest o the establishment
of her rights.”

And 10 saying, Albert Hastings left
the castle, leaving to Lady Etheridge the
task of explaining to her guardian the
reason why their marriage was broken

the road to the

CHAPTER VT,

is legally deprived
etood where Mr, Hastings had left her,

son drawing rom,

Then, calmly
crossed
and entered the presence of her guar-

She found him reclining indulentlf in
a Immgn chair;
he arose and came forward to meet her, ¢
with some gay
when the marble
and the stern rigidity of her features

“"The marriage between yourself
Hastings broken
You astound me!

of which 1 felt
bound to inform Mr, Hastings, leaving it
to his discretion, under the new ecircum-
stances, to complete or not our marriage

postpone
wait for events, |

life, youm m'
Accept  your

union forever.
issue of what

case,

defer our
to wait the
a doubtfy]

manner, |
until

upon your
rejected, You
So am I!
I wish you

Hastingy!
e Lord kno ws,

she said, rising to

gifted but perfidious
her to reconsider her
ime,

his

{astin

/
Will be sorry for thig!» he
do not pretend to
ardness, or coldness that
I shall be BOTTY

loss of love, 1

coul
left the room.

floor, ﬂxrlniming:

If she
hey exXpectations, be
her possessions? But 1
that. Her final and
me has at least de.
Rose Elmer’s pros-
Now, then, I shall em.

n of
ITsa,

A

i Ppress

Einess and Liver

and o recent]
eans, n{gftu- 1‘-0-1:5

are

ordinary medicine,
from vegetable
from alcohol, bisn
of the

also cure

heartby
As a general toni

ceipt of price,

of Rose Elmer, I shall
side, and persuade her to

her good
then I ghall devote time,

the castle ground he
village, ang bent
Rose Elmer,

idge—we will continue to
1s familiar name until she
of it—Lady Etheridge

ght, until she was aroused
awaiting her in the erim.

recollection that Colonel

and majestically, she left
the spacious hall,

but on seeing her enter

salutation on his lips,

fPouumr HOUSES

The poultry houses I have
many of th farmg in Ontario

of two kinds—those that
Poorly lighted angd seldom

those that are wel

more satisfget ory
he essentia]

puin until | Vomited,

frequent]y kept m
last mentioped ho

tro

Mr. Wilson says;

I was cured
I should have acute
Headae

altq;;ether different to
They are eompound-
essences and are free

Hieh,

harwful mineral
poisons found in so
y|and stomach remedjps _
Support of many eminent scientists and
Are freqeuntly prese
constipation, piles,
and intestinal diseases
female ailments and irregu-
larities, headache, dabilit ¥, dizzy spells,
rn, palpitation, heat flushes, ete,
¢ they are unequalled
and as g family remedy,
sell them, at 50 cents a box,
from the Bilean Co., Toronto, upon re-
6 boxes for

and

1 buil

than

points
house are light, dryness and good :
lation, The houses that have been built
ight, with the idea of keep-

Practically from

ribed as g oure for

oderately clean, The
Uses are not much

Western Frontier Towns All

ly
representative how Bileans
im of Chronic Biliousness, ;.

he troubled

mercury, or any
ingredients
many diver
They have the

stomach, liver
generally,  Ihey

All druggists
Or post free

$2.50,

cleaned; and
t, well lighted and

the first.
o

venti-

m freezing have the

ceilings and walls

Ing very cold weather, When the weath.
er moderates the frost
damp house,
smells of chickens, or
poorly ventilated and

have a ve ry

the chickens are

they lay well during +
&re very poor for
For a number of

these difficulties,

whitenesas of her faee

en, Lady
™  he exclaimed, taking
putting her into an easy

“The marriage intended between Mr.

broken off by

myself is
the lady,

nt,” replied

and
off, Lady Ethe. !
And at the
too! It cannot be so! It
Just madness!” exclaimed

Colonel Hastings,

“only just made

e replied,
in honor

He proposed g middle

our wedding and
could mot accept his
50, as I told you, our mar-.
lent has been broken off

sent *
be Continuned.)
-

through all the changes of astonishment,
wonder, doubt and eonviction, settling at
last into an CXPression of bitter gis-
Appointment, shame and pain—for him,
not for herself—for him, that he should
have fallen go far below her estimation
of his character.

She had no worg of vain reproach for
him, She understood at once his whole
poliey, and in that poliey she learned his
nature. He had endeavored to persuade
her to use her pPower to erush or buy
" A eclaim, priceless as it was just, and
failing to do 50, he had determined to
postpone their marriage and wait the
issue of the contested claim—eonld any
one doubt with what final purpoge?

“You do not arswer me, Lady Ethe.
ridge! Perhaps the Proposition is dis-
tasteful to your” e said, indulging
himself in a slight touch of irony,

“On the contrary, I thank You for
making it, Mr. Hastin 3. It relieves me
for the present, and very muyeh simpli-
y | fies my course of actior,” she calmly
i replied.

“Oh, perdition! I do not wish to break
| with her finally ang entirely. I wish

in my power to marry her,

confirmed in heyp present

position, which I really think the prob-
able termination of this affair. I must
soothe her, and make her understand that
our marriage is deferred, not broken off,
Ll'i'ar shall it be broken off unless she is
positively proved to he the laundress’
daughter,” thought Albert Hastings.
Then, addressing his betrothed, he said-
"My dearest Laura, you will see that
][mj' Proposal leaves vou free to act as
you please in this affajr of the contested. 251
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