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INTERNATIONAL LESSON lﬂ.‘ X, :

DECMBER 27, 1908,

e —

Review.—Head Paalm 103; 1.2,

. Introduction.—The lessons this
quarter mark the time between the
bringing in of the ark to J

under David, and the dedication ol
the temple. In the history of David
and hie sons we see the great truth
empLasized that “whatesoever a man
sowetk, that shall bhe also reap.”
During thLe quarter God's love and
mercy Lave been extolled and we
Laveseen the Joy that comes through
forgly eness. \

Summary,—Lesson 1. Topic: Bring-
lng the ark to Jarmhml::h'i'ha ark
wad o small chest ; the lid was ealled
1Le mercy seat. It was a sign of the
divine presence ; [or seventy years
it Lad laln in neglect. David now de-
cldes to bring t into Jerusalem ; pro-
per reverence 18 not shown; Uzzah
diew for toucking it; David la dis-
pleased | the ark is left at the house
of Obed-edom ; three months later
David takes the ark and brings it in-
to Jerusalem . the priests and Le-
vites and chiefl menr are called to-
gotler a great procession is formed;
sacrifices are [requently offered;
tiere i@ music and singing. It was
the greatest day of David's 1ife.

II. Topic. God's promises to David.
David desires to build a house for
the Lord. The ark was on Mt. Zion,
and David wae living eomfortably in
hi# own house of cedar; David spoke
to Nathan the prophet about his de-
aire, and Nathan at once encouraged
him to proceed with the building. But
ol epoke to Nathan, informing him
that David'e desire ecould not be
granted ; he had been a man of war,
and there was still mueh to do in es-
tablishing the kindgom, He comld
prepare the material, but his son
ahould build the house. The Lord said
that He would establish “David's
ttrone forever.

I11. Topic. David praying for for-
glveness. When David was about fifty
years of age e committed two great
#ine. About a year afterwards thLe
Lorl sent Nathan, the prophet, to
him to show him his great wicked-
ness . the king's heart was tender ; he
enw bia #in and mourned exceeding-
ly. This paalm shows the depth of his
repentance. He pleads for forgive-
ness, and that his transgressions
may be blotted ont, and that he
may be washed and cleansed. David
has great econdldence in God,
praye enrnestly that the Lord would
atill uphold him with His free Spirit.
He resolvea to employ! his life from
thig time fully in God's service.

IV. Topie: God's merey and love.
Thia i one of the seven so-called
peneientinl psalms; it has reference
to the forgiveness that was grant-

! Davikl, after ha had commitied
bis great sin. In psalm fifty-one
we e him repenting and pleading
for merey: with the opening sen-
thie psalm we hear him
ayv, ““HBlessed 18 he w hnaa trans-
gression s forgiven, whose sin =
covered ;" he speanks here also of
his dieep repentance amd of his con-
fiklenee in God, God waa tor be hile
miznty deliverer,

V. Topic. Absalom’® rebellion. The
hitter fruita of David's own un-

tence of

holy course are now bheing seen
David's sone were wieked: Absalom
was a wicked, proad young man;

b was renowned for hie beaaty ; he
lakl a plot to eoverthrow the gov-
ernment and seize the kingdom ; he

<toiee the hearts of the people by
fiis subtlety; he then lied to hils
father and went to Hebron amd set
up a government of his own; he

soon siarted withh an army towards
Jerusalem. David fled ftrom the city
amni crossel over Jordan and eatab-
lishe<l headguarters at Mahanaim,
VI Topic. Putting down the re-
pellion. When David fled from
umalem he refused to take the ark
with him: Absalom and his army
marching from Hebron entered
Jerusalem the same day; Absalom
at first intended to [follow David
Yomediately and overtake his fath-
er while he was weary, but he fin-
lly decided to take more iime and

raise o large Army-. Absalom was
kKing inm  Jerusalem about -three
monihs: he then went out ta bat-
tle withh TDavid's warriors; Absa-
lom's army was defeated and he

wad slain, Davikl mourned over the
wiith of hizs son,

VII. Topic : Pralse and thanksgiving
for Gmd's goodness. This is ove of tae
penjms supposed to have been written
vy David during the latter part of hia
e It containg two [igures: 1, The

Bhepherd and his sheep. £, The Host

and his guest. Christ is the good Shep-
rerd ; His people are the sheep ; the
divine Shepherd glves soul rest, soul
mutisfaction and soul liberty. David
‘& abundantly supplhed g5 that his cup
FMnneEth Over.

VIIL. Topic: The woes ol intemper-
LOCe The wise man writes of the
~urege of strong drink, This lesson re-
‘ors to the personal experiences of

1 drunkard as well as to the Influ-

we of strong drink in genmeral
“trong Jdrink caunses poverty ., it
nocis people ;.  destroys happiness ;
wings sorrow, contentium, wounds,

w«lness of eyes; by it many are de-)

eojved © it ruing character and de-
qtroys The prospects of eternal liie.
We should s eparate ourselves from
‘vinebibbers ; should not be found
rmong rioters or glottons;

to poveriy ;: the man wno 18 “drowsy"”
oomeE 1o rags.

IX. Tupie: Solomon's dutles ont-
linexi. After David's victory over Ab-
galom he returned to Jeruvsalem.;
was pow growing old, and a Dew
king must %De selected; Davids
choice was his son Solomon ; the
ilr':u-.w-u-' of Israel were assembled and
"iavid comm'ssioned his son to per-
‘orm the great work of bailding a
Yhouse for the Lord ; David had many
sons, but among them all Solomon
¥ad been chosen for the throne; David
sgiinrges Solomon
£erve Him perfectly.

X. Topic: Solomon's request and
God's reply. Boon alter RBolomon he-

came king e nssembled the people at |

Glbeon ; the Lord appeared to Solo-
mon and asked him what he desired
nat ; Solomon replied that because
Le was young and inexperienced and
the kingdom was great. he most ol
nll des'red wisd-m ard arderstanding
in order that he might gulde the af-
faire of the nation aright. The Lord
.wa#s pleased with this request, and
mot only gave him wisdom, but also
gave him riches and honor In abund-
0 nee,

. XI. The varions services at the
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house was dedicated; Solo-
Enjt offered the dediecatory ll:-rﬂer:
t“‘ fCC pt:d th> h u e apa filed the
?Flu with a cloud.
Whnll Togle. Wise men secking Jesus.
ot Jn;j;::ﬂ't was born in Bethelhem
= udea, in the days of Herod, wise
Ir came from the east seeking him ;
knew of the coming Messlah,
Were directed to Bethlehem b
star; t wenl to Herod an
about Christ; Herod sec-
or mentr.::: H;Lgnbu:: e asked
0 orm him conc-
ﬂarnl:g Christ in order that he ‘oo
- €0 and worship Him. but the
— urn‘::ﬂ;:}] Jmhem men and they
fﬂg;llni: ey r way., thas de-

Ahe key word in the lessons this
i the g ot
for to.dag, eading word in the text

Davided needed the mercy of God
I::'Il;nl'll:u,: his entire life. In gur first
lemlnn We see how he rashly under-
ﬂﬂ'k to bring up the ark into Jer-
usa‘em without showing Frop:r rev-
érence for the law. God spoke In
judgment, and yet in the midst of
the severe affliction which came
ULon them by the death of Uzzal,
we see the mercy of God in check-
ing David and the Feople before they
furthec transgressed the law. But
the greatness of God's mercy ls seenq
wher in the midst of hie terrible
sins David was told by Nathan, the
[rrophet, that there was a chance
for forgiveness. The fift y-first rsalm
showe how deeply he repented, while
The thirty-second s equally clear
with regard to his forgiveness. We
shoald be encouraged with the
thought that all who come to Christ
In deep humility and with faith may
receive the same forgiveness as
Danv id,

In the history of Absalom’'s rebel-
lion and death we are also obliged
to note the mercy of God to his
people Israel. Buppose Absalom had
fuceeeded in his plot to overthrow
the government, and suppose he had
been permitted to %ill his father
David amd reign in his stead, what
would have been the result ? Instead
of God's people being establighed,

and |

Jep-1

the
drupkard and the glutton &hall come

he

to know God and,

and instead of the temple being
bailt, Israel would have been led into

| Eross idolatry sand into sins, of the

 deepest «dye, and possibly the na-
tion would have beecome extinet; but
God kept his promises to Abraham,
and there could be but one issue to
this terrible war. The rebell.on must
be put down, and in order to accom-
plish this successfully it was neces-
sary that Absalom be slain. God's
hand was directing affairs, and his
mercy to his people is clearly sen.
Then again how wonderful it was
that Solcmon, the son of Bath Sheba,
should be exalted to the kingship
n8 David's suecessor. David's other
sons were all passed by, and Solo-
mon in his yoonth was placed on the
throne, There were two reasons for
this: 1, Solomon had the qualifica-
twns. 2, He had not been corrupted
by heathen practices and the abom-
inable sins of the time. Nathan
had tanght him from hie infancy and
he was morally and intellectually
| gualified for hls great work. The
lora in merey inelined Solomon's
' heart to seek him, and to desire wis-
| dom 1o direet the affairs of his king-
"dom ; Tor although Solomon made his
request as an act of his volition,
yet we must recognize the faet that
 God was moving upon his heart and
mind.
Prabably the greatest work accom-
plishea by any of the kings of Israel
or Judah was the erect'on of Lthe tem-
| ple. It was the great mercy of God
that finally manifested ltsell in the
completion of this great work. The
climax was reached when, at the
time of the dedication the young

king was solemnly addressing the
'people and offering the dedieatory

prayer, God took possession ol the
- house and filled the place with His

glory.

For the Christimas Tree.
An casilly made, yet effective de-

coration for the Christmas tree is
the pop-corn bag. They are pret-
tiest made in ‘the shape of a small
stceking of eoarse red net. A child's
gock may serve as o pattern, which
shoul® be eut in brown paper. Place
this upon tho net folded double, then
scw up the two halves, leaving a
“hem at the top, through which red
i baby ribbon should bo run, with ends
left for o bow. When turned in-
gidle oat and filled with eolored pop
corn, these dainty little socks make
m very pretty addition to the Christ-
mas tree
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Our Catalogue is a veri-
tab-e bank book, wherein
every article illustrated
means to our customers
a direct cost saving.

The new edition, ready Nov.1s,
will be of incalculable value to
every persoa into whose haads
i comes,

It will illustrate articles

of high quality only at the
extreme lowest prices.
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Write for a copy. It will
be forwarded free of cost.
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Supper table attractive In ap- |
and enticing in ite season-
e dishes, hoth substantial and
dainty. Here are a few: i

Roast Turkey.

Stull a turkey with sausage meat
In which you have mixed the ilver
of the bird, which has been cooked
and chopped. Cover the breast with
buttered paper or a plece of bacon;
either should be taken off hall an
hour before it is finished. It will
probahly take from one and a hall to
two hours to roast. Baste it well.
Serve with good brown gravy anﬂ|
bread sauce. Garnish round -the dish
with small rolls of bacon and fried
sansapges cut into neat rounds about
& quarter of an inch thick. | .

o m—
Boiled Turkey.

Boiled turkey should be fixed ex-
actly like roast turkey, except that
alter dressed it is bound in
& white cloth and boiled continuously
for from one hour and a quarter to
one and a hall, according as 1its
weight varies from six pounds to ten
pounds. It is usually dished with oys-
ter sauce. To make oyveter sauce save
all the juice in opening the oysters;
cut off the beards, and put them to
boil In the liquor, with a bit of mace
and lemon peal; put the oysters into
cold water and drain them; strain
the lUqguor; add to it the oysters just
drained from the cold water; with
o4 lomp ol butter rubbed in a little
MNour and enough milk to make the
amount of sauce required. Put on
the fire and let it boil a few mo-
ments, stirring constantly. Serve
at once. A little squeeze of lemon
is an improvement.

Turkey a La Milan.

The bird must be trussed as for
boiling. Wrapped round with four
slices of ham and bacon, sullicing to
cover the breast and back, four
glices of lemon and two laurel leaves.
It is then lightly buttered all over
and sewn tightly In a white cloth.
It is alterwards put in a stewpan
sufficlently deep to hold it in, with
one onion, one carrot,
of celery (waste pieces will do), the
rind of a lemon, and salt to taste,
with one tumblerful of any white
wine. The stewpan is then [filled
with sufficient warm water to cover
the turkey, which is stewed very
slowly, allowing twenty minutes to
each pound. When it is done it is
taken out and left in the cloth un-
til quite cold, when the latter is
carefully removed, the slices of ham
amnd lemon taken away and the bird
placed on a dish and garnished with
parsley.

Christmas Puddings.

For a good reclipe for the Christmas
pudding, we can hardly do better
than fo.low Mre Humphirey's method,
a8 Jdescribed in “Madge s Book ol
Cookery' : Chop two pounde of suet
very fine ; stone carefully two pounds
of ralsing, plck over the same quoan-
tity of sultanas, and wash, pick and
carefully dry two pounds ol currants.
Prepare two pounds of bread erumbs,
angd welgh out two pounda of sugar.
Cut up one pound of candied peel,
blancth and ary one=hall poand ol
almonds, beat well five egges and silt
ose-hall pound of llour. welgh two
ounces of mixed spice ; peel, core and
cut small one pound of apples. Mix
wll these lngredients well together,
adding half a pint of old ale aud a
glass of good rum. Boll it in a cloth
lor elx houars. :

Sauce for the above—One table-
spoonful of corn [lour, three ounces
of butter, one tablespoonful ol moist
migar, three—quarters of a pint of
boling water, one wineglassful of
brapdy. Work the flour and butter
together with a wooden spoon, then
gtir in the boiling water and sugar ;
boil all for ten minutes, stirring oc-
carionally. Then add the brandy ;
give the sauce a good stir, and
serve it i '

Another Recipe.

One pound of suet, one pound of
carrants, one pound of ralsine, one
pound of sultanas, hall g pound of
peel, one pound of breaderumbs, half
o, pound of [lour, three ounces of al-
morls (sweet), one ounce of almonds
(hitter), one nutmeg, two ounces of
butter, slx or eight egges, quarter ol
a pint of milk, quarter of a pint of
brandy or homemade wine. Chop the
suet very finely, mixing it with the
flour as you chop it. Make the bread-
crumbe. Clean and stalk the currants
and sultanas, stone and chop raisins,
chop peel and almonds alter the lat-
tef are shelled. Put all these ingredi-
ents into a basin with the sugar, then
add the grated rind of a lemon, the
nutmeg, a pinch of salt, and mix well.
Well beat the eggs then add to the
milk and brandy ; now pour them into
the mixture and stir well. Melt the
butter, then add it. When the mixture
is really mixed thoroughly it can be
put into well-greased basing or molds,
or into pudding cloths which have
been first senlded and then floured,
Don't forget to make a pleat in the
cloth acroes the top of your basin, L0
a8 to allow the pudding Toom 10
swell. Place in fast-bolling water,
and boil them for eight hours or
more—the Jonger the better. ThF:FL
exn then be hung up until wanted,
when they will only require to be
bolled about two hours

Crogquant of Oranges.

Take the rind and white pith from
four large sweet granges, then re-
move the pips without breaking the
skins. , Divide into sections and put
them into syrup made by boiling half
a pint of lump sugar and half a pint
of water together until reduced to
hall the quantity. Drain the fruit,
have a shallow mold ready oiled, and
arrango the pleces round it, then fill
up with hall a pint of ercam (pre-
viously whipped and mixed with one
half an ounce of dissolved gelatine).
IT half the eream i@ colored the dish
is prettier.

Tipsy Cnke.

Take one molded sponge cake, a
few days old if possible, a suffliciency

)
=

- CHRISTMAS DINNER DISHES.

half a head ¢

of sherry or ralsin wine, four table-
spoonfuls of brandy, two ouncee of
sweet almonds blanched, one packet |
of custard powder, two ounces of
white sagar, & quarter of a pint of
ereany and three-quarters of a pint
with rose ; another. of choecolate, and
g0 on, each being different in ecolor
and flavor, such a dish will meet
with the entire approbation of the
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party
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Cranberry Jelly.

If you want a cranberry jelly for
Your turkey you will find the follow- I
ing directions excellent. Put a quart
of eranberries in a saucepan with
Just enough cold water to keep them
from sticking to the bottom. Cover
the sauncepan and stand it over a
slow fire and let the berries sim-{
mer until all the sking have burst,
and then press them through a co- |
lander. Return the juice and pulp to
the saucepan, put it over the fire,
and when it reaches the boiling point
stir about five heaping tablespoon-
fwle of sugar in the fruit juice. Let
it boil gently, skimming it clear as
the scum rises to the top. When it
begins to drop as thick as jelly
from the spoon, turn it into a jelly
monld and stand it in a cool place.—
N.Y. Com. Adyv.
of new milk. To make the cake
stand firm in the glass dish, cut the
bottomr level. Make a small hole in
the top _.nd pour into it and over
it sufficient wine, mixed with the
brandy, to soak it nicely. Let it
sonk for two hours, and then stick
all over with the blanched almonda
cut in strips. Muke the custard with
the sugar, and milk, in the usunal
manner, and pour, when a little cool,
into the dish round the cake.

A

CANADA MAYES THE BEST.

A Britisher's Tribute.

Bir Thomas Brassey, M. P., and
his eldest son, the Hon. T. A. Bras-
sey, are well known throughout the
Eritish Empire, The former owngs
a large estate in England, wae Gov-
ernor of Vietoria, Australla, from
1895 to <1900, and was President |
of the British Boards of Trade Con-
gresa. which met last summer In
Montreal. He also ownse large
t'rm:tn of farm lands in our own
North'west. DBoth father and son
aro enthusiastic admirers of Can-
ada, and are well able to speak au-
thoritatively and intelligently a8
to Canadian products.

The Hon. T. A. Brassey, who late-
ly spent some months in Canada, has
pakl a just tribute to Maseey-Harris
Implements as per the following
cablegram ;

“London, Nov. °28.—_Hon. T. A.
Brassey, speaking at Rye yesterday,
gald farmers need not be anxious
that Mr. Chamberlain's policy wounld
railse the cost of machinery, The
best agricultural machivcery in the
1-1r'nrld i made by the Masesey-Harris
Co., of Toronto, and by other «om-

panies in Ontario, and there would
be no duty upon it.”

i e i ari
A La Carte.
N. Y. San.

The prodigal ron had just returned.

“Hooray !" cried the father, "we
will kill the fatted calf !

“Not much!” replied the wander-
er, “if 1 ean't have the turkey I'll
Eo back.”

Gracefully yielding, the <ld man
gave the pecessary orders.

Manly Strength and Womanly
Beauty depend on purity of the blood, and
much of that purity depends on perfect kid-
ney filtering. 1If these organs are disenssd
and will not perform thelr functions, man
wlill seek In valn for strength and woman
for beauty. South American Kidney Cure
drives out all impurities through the body's
“filterers’'—repalrs weak spots,—46.

The Picture Card Craze.

Dr. Hembo, a German “eartophile,”
has been getting up statistice con-
cerning 1llustrated postal cards. He
asserts that not less Lthan 900,000,000
were exchang=1 last year, of which
400,000,000 wes® used in Germany.

Withi postage this means that Ger- |

many apends about $30,000 a day for
this luxury. France comes secomnd in
the llst, but very far behind, being
credited with only B8.000,000.

YOU CANNOT CURE A COLD with oplum-laden
“medicines.” Allen's Lung Balsam, in which
there & no nillmn. cures sore throot« and
lungs by allaying the inflammation, and rids
you of the mucus that stops up the alr

passagrs.

Bong of the Shepherds, |

By Edwin Markbam.
Haste. O people. all are bldden—
Haste from places high or hidden :
In Mary's child the kingdom comes,
the heaven in beauty bends;
He has made all life completer;
He hag made the Plain Way sweeter,
For the stall is his first shelter,
and the eattle his first friends.

A8 the shadow of a cedar
To a traveller in gray Kedar,
Will the kingdom of his love, the
kingdom without end
Tongues and ages may disclalm him,
Yet lﬁi;e heaven ol heavens will name
m
Lord of proples, Light of nations,
elder Brother, tender f{riend.

Black and While.

Magpie combinations are good.

Black Chantilly over +white I8
lovely.

Striped velvet makes smart piping.

Black ooutache on white cloth is
elfective.

Broad black tabs on a black and
white stripe trim green or brown
well.

Heavy white stlitchings are always
gmart on black.

A touch of white In black embroid-
ery Is good.

Chenille in black over white may
look common. but echenille adorned
lace or horeshair will be rieh.

Black lace insets are still a rich
feature of black crepe de chine robes
ﬁh::{!h are worn over white or other

nt. X

Here are some *“don’ts" for girls:
Don’t be snappy to other girls while |
yYou are affable to young men ; don't
astand talking to 4 young man while
he lolls about sitting; don't accom-

pany hMm any part of the way, how-
ever short, when he leaves: don't
fet' o young man avith whom you are
only &lightly acquainted incur much
omt of pocket expense for you.
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Duluth, No. 1 Nor .4 —— s8007-8

day. There was no white or red
winter, while a load of
at 77c, and 200 bushels of goose at
72 to T3e, Barley is unchanged, with
sales of 400 bushels at 43 to 47Te.
Oate are firmer, with sales of GOO
bushels at 31% to 32e,

Hay I8 firmer, witlf sales of 25
lolads at $9 to $11 a ton for Um-
othly, and at 86 to S8 for mixed.
Straw Is easier, two loads selllng
at $0.795 to 81050 a ton.

Dressed hogs are again higher,
with sales of heavy at $6.75, and
of lighit at &7.25.

Wheat, white, bushel, 78 1-2¢; goose,
T=to T3e; red, 78 1-2¢ ; &pring, T7c;
peag, 6Oc ; cats, 31 1-2 to 32¢; barley,
43 to 47e¢; hay, timothy, ton, §9 to
#11 , do. clover, 86 to §3; straw, ton,
80,75 to $10.00 ; seeds—Alsike, bushe],
£4.50 to 85.75:; red clover, 85.2. to
$6 ;: timolhy, 100 lbs., $2.25 10 §3;
apples, bushel, §1 to 82 ; dressed hogs,
$4.75 to §7.20 ; eggs, new laid, dozen,
40 to 45¢ ; butter, dairy, 20 to 22¢;
creamery, 22 to 23¢ ; chickens, 1b., 9
to 11ec; ducks, lb. 10 to 12c; geese,
1b., 10c ; turkeys, 1b., 14 to 17c; pola-
toes, hag. B) wo U0c ; eabbape, dogen,
40 to 0c . cauliflower, dozen, $1;
celery, dogen, 35 to 45¢ ; heef, hind-
quarters, £G to £8: loreauarters, 84
to #06 ; medium, carcase, $5.00 to 80
cholee, carcase, £6.50 to £7: lamb,
yearling, $6.50 to §7:. mution, cwt,,
$5.50 to $6.50; veal, ewt,, 87 to SO,

The Chees: Markets.

Woodstock, Doe. 10.—At thes regu-
lar weekly meeting of the Cheese
Boamnl here 1o-day, there were oflered
2,200 boxes white and 4,230 boxes col-
ored cheale ; 2 1-4 1o 8 1-2¢ b d, but pno
enles,” | - . :
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{ THE FINISHING ~ §
§  =—TOUCHES }
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Do you present your Christmas
presents just as you get them from

the shops, or do you make them
doubly attractive by dolng them up
in some pretty fashion? The latter
away s much to be preferred, and the
expense is trilling. Satin bebe ribbon
can be bought as low as ten cents
a plece, and a plece is ample for the
average giver. Plain white paper is
pretty, but costs o cent a sheet, so
a much more effective and cheaper
enbstitate win be found in opdinary,
everdyvay wall paper. Choose a dell-
cate tint, awith a small lloral design,
and get “your ribbon to harmonize
with or mateh its background. When
your packages are neatly done uap
and fastened around avith the ribbon
finished aith a bow the result will
far exceed your expectations. Try
it! Very pretty wall paper can be
hought for from five 1o fifleen cents
a plece—enough for a wagonload al-
most, A tiny sprig of holly tucked
under the ribbon bow of each parcel
further enhances ite effect.

Pupering a Hoom Wilth Leaves,

“Papering” a room with auntump
leaves ls a great deal easier than it
peems. You begin at the top of the
room and paper down, always tack-
lng the Jittle leaves at the top with
“"gimp” tacke, ava iziting the
brancoes spresad out in gracelul
fasl.ion, with the stems low down.

It takes a day and a Lall to paper
a room witl autumn leaves, but when
you Lave finished you find younreell
living In a bower. TLe leaves which
just touch the celling are spread out
apon the walls, suggesting a creeper
plant, and the room ls transformed
[rom a prosy creation into a little
“den" of lovely lhue.

F;&:BLINH GIRL’S
< CHRISTMAS DAY. |

s By Margaret Vandegrift. X
- T R e mgﬁ'
It was the day whereon a Virgin
Mother mild
In Bethlebem bore
Unto this sinful world a little help-
less child.
He shivered sore,
For only on some straw spread upen
the ecold earth
The Blest One lay,
While arx the angels who had hailed
His Holy birth
Sped swiflt away.

To tell the joyful news to shep-
herds, who thereon
Came to the place—
Women and men—in eager haste to
gage upon
That wondrous faoce.
But one of them, the mother oi a
poor blind child,
Was last to go,
For that her little suffering daugh-
ter, weeplng wild,
Implored her so,
“Why wilt thou, mother dear, that
1l stay here alone
Among the sheep?
Whilst thon are cherishing that holy
Little One
Thy child will weep.”
“Soul of my soul,” the mother sald,
“thy piteous tears
Melt all my heart;
Put if thou wilt with patienee
gquieting thy Tears,
Let me depart.
“To-morrow, when the pleaeant
twilight cometh, we
Shall meet aguin,
And I will tell thee all that I shall
hear and see—
Glad thou 't be then!
Willingly would I take thee, dearest,
if' bat o
' Thou 'dst sco His face,
Although the way is long and cold
, and hard to go
| To that blest place.”

“l know that to the grave alone
through darkness drear

) My way must be,
Oh, lovely golden face! Oh, Godlike
. Babe most dear b

ONTARIO ARCHIVES
TORONTO

|

Bat are :
o _m:-m to believe ul‘
| My mother ? Oh, i
I still could touch His NHttle hand, ¥
more, 3 i 4
] t I but go!™ . '
Down at the mother's knees she
4.““‘““‘%!‘“ i i
- The mother's heart '
Was cloven, and she answered, “Have
thou then thy will;
: My life thon art!"
And when they to the manger came,
| - and the child knelt,
! With love and awe,
A8 on her thrilllng heart His little

,  hand she felt, .
i Her Lord she saw ! !

'Coz Chris'mas Time is Near.

I'm goin' to be a better boy than I
hev been before,

An' mot cut up er say bad words to
my ma any more;

I'm going 10 run on errands like a
handy little man,

An’ keep the woodbox full an® help in
ev'ry way I can.

I hain't been licked in skule, by jinksl
fer purty nigh a week,

‘Cuz now 1 stop an’ pick my words
an' think before I speak:

Pa says I've been a better boy this
month than all the year,

But then. you see, I'd orter be, 'cus
Cliristmas time is near.

I wash my han's an' face, an' comb
my hair now ev'ry day,

An' brugh my elo'es off nice an' clean
when I come in from play ;

An' when pa aste the blessin’ at the
tablo, now, instead

Of makin’ up a faco ay sis, 1 sumbiy
bow my head:

[ always say, “Yes, na'am,” to ma,
an' “Thank you,” fer, you see,

It pay# to be polite an’ nice—especial-
Iy fer me;

I gueos ma "preciates it, fer she calls
me “Tommy, dear,”

But pa, he says I am so good 'cuz
Clirlemas time is near.

When' I go downtown to the slores
an® see the slews of toys

That Banty Ciaus has sent ahead fer
all the girls an' boyes,

. An” when I wonder what nice things

he's goln' 1o bring 1o me,

[ go away an’ think how good an'
thankful I should be,

[t's orful hard to keep reel still while
I am "round the house,

Dut gran'ma says I'm Jist as good an'
quist ag o mouse

An' then my pa he'll laugh an' say 1o
her, “It's very clear

To me that Tommy is so good cus
Chris'mas time is near.”

But then, my gran'ma says that
when my pa was small ag me,

‘Bout Chris'mas time he allers acted
good as he could be

She snid he'd ron hig legs clean off
an never Eick a bit—

You bet he knew it paid to have a
goody-goody fit,

And so he needn't langh at me be-
ouz I am 80 ool

For that’s the way he did, an' course
it"s Jist the way 1 should ;

Fer gran‘'ma gunys bhoys are alike an’
that I needn't fear

I'm any diff-runt than pa was when
Chris'mas tlme was near.

Y BRIGHT BERRIES §

OF THE HOLLY ¢

There is no berry 1o which as many
poem< have been wrltten as 1o the
holly.

Ita berries bright and red have in-
c¢lted many a winter poet to carol
forith his verse, and ite prickly leaves,
green on the upper side and grey uu-
derneath, have somehow brought the
very rhyme out ol the rhymesters

It i o pity that holly cannot blos-
eom all the year around

Ur maybe it is better so, for now it
comes when there are no bright ber-
rieé 1o be had and when only the
pale little whitish mistletoe s bere
to do it rivalry.

And there s a certailn rivalry be-
tween the holly and the mistleloe.
A rivalry in which poth win out. The
hoily is the more common. It 8 the
berry of the people, while the mistie-
too ig the berry of the lfew.

There g something about holly
that always suggests good healih,
and it certainly suggests good cheer,

The ¢colors of the plant-are particu-
larly in its favorj and if an artist
had sought the shades which woula
go best together he could hardly have
made a happier hit than with the
holly plant,

The selec:lng of the holly as the
berry of Coristmas was not wholly a
gentimental one, for it blossoms of
ite own accord at Christmas rather,
than at other seasone. It does not
have to be forced, like the Easter lily.
In Bwoedgen holly “ripens” only the
very week before Christmas, and in
the cold parts bl Wales, where |t
grows in sueh luxury, it is hardly
ready on Clristmas day. Parties of
holly seckers are sent out on Christ-
mas afternoon to bring it in 80 that
it may be clustered around the yule.

Ho!ly when cut and in the house
wiil stand a great deal of heat. It
merely dries up and breaks, but jt
doos not discolor, ne would many an-
other berry, nor does it rot.

The mistletoe is the berry m
Christmns for quite another reason
There 18 o sentimental attachment
to it. It 18 ¢alled the kissing berry,
apd legends surround it very pleas-
aptly with this prettiiest of all eiv:-
lized customs.,

Holly, on the other hand, ruogged,
prickly, bristly, and ever pletur-
esque, 18 more a8 a decoration, a
gigny a standard-bearer of Christmas,

In church history holly is quite
famone, and where the mistletoe (s
left out in the cold holly i8 brought
in and wreathed around the sacred
altars,; You can use holly with pero-
priety acnywhere, and really it |Is
secen in every poegible position, from
that of cake decoration to the trim-
ming of the bowl in which the Christ-
mas infant receives his drop of water
in baptis™

bisn asvdlady llrvlnr:

Wadhington Star,

“There is no doubt,” sald the s
timable eitizen, “that intoxleatlon -
jures the system.”

“My dear sir,” answered Coj. st
well, of Kentucky, “Jist thipk of 1™
k Pm water bhis don: t) opr fipses
'I.t‘“ : - : i
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