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DENTH BY
EUILLOTINE

Peasant Found Guilty of Mur-
dering His Children.

KILLED FIVE OF HIS FAMILY

Burviving chlid Pleaded for the Life
of Her Father Though She Barely
Escaped Losing Her Life—Raal-
fsm Too Hourrible for the Stage—
An Fxtraordinary Judge.

" Chartres, Dec, 30.—After a week's
trial, whicn has attracted the at-
tention of the whole of France,
Brierre, the farmer of this vieinity,
wlio, April 21st, murdered fcur of hls
daughters, aged respectively 14,
a1, 5, and 4, and his son, T yeare of
age, stabbing and beating them 10
gdeath whnie (hey were ln bed, was
found guilty to-day, and was cobn-
gdemned to be decapilated by the
guillotine. Briere persisted in de-
¢clarlng himsel! innocent, and defend-
ed humesell with the habitaal cunning
of the French peasant. But the cir-
comstantial evidence was overwhelm-
Mg,

A pathelic incident of the trial
occurred when DBriere's sarviving lit-
tle daughler, whe, the police declare,
only escaped the fate of the other
childrea by not responding Lo Briere's
invitation to ga to see him, went on
the witness stand sobbingly, and
protested that her father was In-
pocent, and begged the court to re-
Store him Lo her,

An Exiraordinary Judge.

This is the first time & maa has
been tried in Fraoce lor murdering
his five ntuie c¢hildren, beginning
witlhh e edest, by successively cul-
ting iheir tnroats while sleeplng, In
order, as the judge himsell proclaimas,
Lo marry h's midiress, & woman ol
reputed weunlih, wbo dil not wanlt
to wed a man withh o family. Brierre,
Lhé necos=Sed, 14 L h.l.rll-lil.'u.l.lu'd, re-
ticeur peasantl, the owner ol a small
farm near e |r.--1|.1:'a-.-11111t.'f; illage of
Lorances. He emplstically declares
his inpnocence, staung that he is the
victim of the batred of his towns-
Joik, who, at the instigation of an-
Oilher peasant, one Lamn, the [ather
of Lhe woman he wadllied to marry —
the man whom bhe accuses of being
jthe real marderer of bis [ive children
—Ccontealed 1 s stable the blood-
Btalne<d blade i a plough with which
e crime was committed, and placed
other bDlood-slallédd oObjecly o4 Lhe
premises, thereby proviaing o chaln
of cucumstianiial evideuce.

The Juuge relused o allow the jur-
ors Lo exammne the premises where
the erime was commiited, and eon-
gucts the trial as U he were a pro-
pecglinge attorney, working toolh
and nau to biing nome Lo the accused
one of the most rbuman erimes
heard of since Medea of Colehis
slaughtered the children she bore to
dason.

(Cols eatraovdicpry Judge, whose
melhod woul | andesr almost any other
Judickl procedure than that of Franee

furnishh grounds for a new trial,
broke forth in angry expletives, say-
ing : "This is how this muarderer en-
tered the room ; this is the way he
eul his ehlldren’s throats. I yon

don't believe L, why, I do; and that
s enough for you to conviet him.”
And agaln: "Oh, oh! Your pretended
robbers only wounded you, and did
not kil you. Well, havd 1 been in their
pce, | wounld not bave messed kililng
¥ou. you may feel sure ol that.”
Strange Lo say, the conduct of the
Judge cansed great delight among
the townsfolk of the accused, and
when counsel for the defence objected
to the ruling of the bench, and ob-
#erved that his client had a right to
express his Indignation and that he
wepl each thine that his dead children
were spoken of, the aundience In the
courl house began to yell with fury
at the prisoner, shouting, “Kill him,
&l him.” And a venerable. mild-man-
nered gentleman with white mous-
tache called out, “Enough., enough.
Let him be guillotined right away.”
Judge Belat smiled, rane his bell, and
finally restored order, and the trial
was continued in the stuflfy little
court homse within n stone’s throw
©of Chartres Cathedral.
A tihastly Scene.

A brief visit yesterday to Char-
tres. which is only two hours by
rall from Paris, showed one of the
most gruesome and tragic features
of French criminal procedare,
Brierre, the prisoner acensed of mur-
dering his five ch'ldren, was led
from the court-room and stripped;
in an anteroomy they reclothed him
with all the garments which he
wore when found lying helpless in
his farmyard the day after the
erime. The wretched man was
brought, with tears in his eyes,
before the hench in blouse, shirt,
and trousers, all besmrared with
dried and crystallized blood, while
Dr. Dudefoy and other chemical ex-
perts, raisel his arms, bared his
#sleeves, and disclosed his blood-
stained undershirt. At last the judge
hims=ell walked down from the beneh,
got on his knees before the prisoner
and began fingering him all over
and pointinzg out to the jury what
stalns were, in the opinion of ex-

rits, those coused by the blood of

Is dead children, and those whieh
were suppose] to have been made
by his own blood in defending hm-
gell from his allezxl assassin.

The scene was so appalling that

nn eminent Parisian dramatie
eritic remarkel: “Good heavens!
this i# too [rizhtiul! Il such a

ecene were pul on the stage of the
theatre no Parisian audience would
stand It."

Chamber of Horrors.

The make matiers still more lagu-
brious, a large table stood in the
court-room, uwpon which were dis-

, a8 in a chamber of horrors
of some dime museum, the blade of
a plough, with which the jodge de-
glares the prisoner ent his child-
gen's throats, and the huge mallet

which is charged with nav-
wmmﬁt their bralne. Both

FARMERS” HOUSE BURNED.

Four Persons Lost Their Lives
in the Flames.

T ———

AN OVERHEATED KITCHEN STOVE

Dubols, Pa., Dec. 30.—Word reached
here to-day of a terrible holocaust
that occurred about three miles from
Summerville, Jefferson county, yes-

terday morning. The home of John
Ashbaugh, a farmer, was destroyed
by fire and four persons were burncd
to death. One other is burned in
such a manner that recovery is very
doubtful, and four others are seri-
Ouely burped and ‘njured.

The dead are:

William Ashbaugh, 22 years of age,
& brother of ithe owner of the Ash-
baugh home,

Mabel Ashbaugh, a
daugnter,

Harry Ashbaugh, n 10-year-old son.

James Ashbaugh, n 8-year-cld sva,
that recovery is doubtful.

Mrs. Ashbaugh, severely burned ;
leg broken, and injured internaily by
Jumping irom a second-story window,

Jonn Ashbaugh, the huspand and
father, severely burned and sullering
(rom exposure,
ﬂTwu young children paionfully burn-
ed.

The allair happened at an early
hour in the morning, and the fire
was undoubtedly caused by an over-
heated stove,

Mr. Ashbaugh got up in the moran-
lng, repleaished the fuel in the kitch-
en stove and then went back to bed.
He was awakened a short time af-
terwards by smoke entering the
room he occupied, and he found the
lower part ol the house ablaze. He
ran through the house apd awaken-
ed everyone, auxl then made his way
outside with his two smallest chil-
dren. WYe hurried back and looked
for his wife, brother and four chil-
dren, who were &till in the house.
He succeeded In reaching a room that
had been occupied by the children,
but only one, the 8-year-old boy,
Herman, was there.

He could hear the secreams of the
four others in a room across the
hall, where it is supposed they were
Iurt_*-:! in their bewilderment, &up-
posing it to be a way out of the
louse, Mr. Ashbaugh could not en-
ter the room, The flames were so
fierce he was compelled to fight his
way from the house. Meantime Mrs.
Ashibaugh had jumped from an upper
slory window, and was lying on the
ground, withy a broken leg, and sufl-
[ering from internal injuries and
burns.

Mr. Ashbangh dragged his wife
and the three childrea further away
from the burning hous», the walls
of which were now falling in. He
carried bundles of hay, straw and
feed eacks from the barn, with which
he wrapped thenr up. Then tying hils
own feet, which were badly burned
and cut, in sacks, and with nothing
on but his night clothes, and they
having been partly Furned off him,
he ramp over a mile throngh the snow
and zero weather to the homes of
neighbors and gave the alarm.

bIRL STUDENT  BURNZD.

Put Alcohol on Her Body and
Set Fire to it.

AZ2-year-old

WAS T ACCIDENT OR SUICIDE ?

Philadelphia, Dec. 30.—Miss Lillian
Vickers, a student at Bryn Mawr Col-
legge, met death in a horrible form
Yesterday. She covered her nude
body with alcohol ans was burned
to death before the eyes of o number
ol her companions. Whether the girl
was mentally unsound and set fire to
hersell or whetier the aleohol was
ignited accidentally, 1s not known.

The girl @ roommate said that Miss

Vickers arose about & o'clock and
went into the bath-room, which was
near thelr apartment. Half an hour
later she ran out into the corridor
all aflame, sereaming for help and
crying from pain. Several students
threw blankets over her, but the
fiames continued to burn, and she fell.
Medical aseistance was summoned,
but her body was charred all over
and It was impossible to save her,
She died in five hours without re-
guaining consciousness,

It Is sald at the college that Mijss
Vickers has recenily had an idea that
glic was suflering [rom leprosy. Her
friends trled to dispel the ldea from
her mind, but she persisted that she
was a vietim of the disease, and tried
many remedales for it. A few days
ago she said she had been told that
to wash the entire body in alcohol
would effect a cure. It is not known
whether she had applied the spirits
before to-day, but after the accident
a bottle partly filled with aleohol was
found in the bath-room.

There was no light in the bath-
room, and how the alcohol eanght fire
is & mystery. It was said by one of
the students that Miss Vickers may
have set fire to the aleohol deliber-
ately with the intention of ending
her life or of burning out the dis-
ease. This theory the college authop-
liles do not b leve. The young woman
wa# about nineteen wyears old, and
had been at Bryn Mawr nearly three
years. Her home was in Los Angeles,
Cal. Bhe was a bright girl, with jol
dlsposition, and an exeellent staden

Mr:s. Duffy. a respected resident of
Pitt<burg - near Kingston,
who lived alone, was found dead In
bed by a neighbor. She was aged
685 years. Death was due to natur-
al causes. - il Sl

Chicago Woman Said God
Would Send Defence, |

AND A LAWYER APPEARED.

Nelghbors Say She is a Witch—She
Breaks Down and Tells of Her
Struggles for Her Family—Hyp-
notism in the Case.

Chicago, Dec. 30.—Because she had |
prayed for assistance In her trouble
Mres. Helen Roth, 1911 Cortez street, {
Bays Attorney Miles J. Devine was
sent by the Lord to the Court of
Justice James Dooley to defend her
against the charges of witcheraft
brought by her neighbors.

The scene, n dramatic one, occur-
red in the Court of Justice James Doo-
ley yesterday. afternoon. On the

benches sat almost a dozen wit-
nesses who had sworn that the de-
lendant had attempted to hypnotize
them. Weird tales of witcheralt,
hypootlsm and other mysterious
things were told His Honor by the
witnesses. ’

"1 am a defenseless woman,” the
victim pleaded when the case against
her was called. “I have no witnesses
to speak for me.”

“"Have you not even a lawyer to
appear for you ?" asked His Honor
In o kindly tone of volce,

'ut Faith in the Lord,

“I have nobody but the good Lord

to lielp me,” answered the defend-
apt. He s with me at all times. He
will send somebody here to help me.
I have prayed to Him tothe near me
anid to assist me and I know He will
not [ail.”
« She had hardiy flinished her state-
ment when Attorney Devine walked
into the courtroom, being !nterested
in another case.

“ Ah, my prayer has been answer-
ed,” declared Mrs. Itoth. ** The Lord
has sent my prote¢tor already.”

Then the woman approached At-
torney Devine and declared that it
was the Lord's wish that he appear
a8 her counsel without any pay or
compensation.

Attorney Devine gazed in surprise
at the pale, careworn-appearing wo-
man before him. Suddenly he was
seen {o throw off his overcoat and
o moment later the ex-city attorney
anpounced that he was there to de-
fend Mrs. Roth.

Say She Is a Witch.

Then began a further effort to
convinee Justice Dooley ‘that Mrs.
Hoth was possessed of extraordinary
hypnotie powers, and that her welrd
practices had thrown her neighbors
into a state of intense fear and
excitement.

Mre. Roth took ihe stand In her
own behall. She told of her strug-
glee to bring up her family of chil-
dren. ;

‘I hove stood on the ecold street
corners for hours,” she sald, ‘selling
flowers so that 1 could bring up my
children and provide fTor them a
home, I am at the present time
paying off monthly dues on my home,
and as the result of my present trou-
ble I have been ordered to leave my
home,"

At this point the woman broke down
and wept geveral minutes despite the
efforts of a representative of the
Woman's Protective Association to
comfort her.

“lI am not a crazy woman. Nelther
am 1 Ipsane nor au witeh, as these
women would have the court believe,”
said the defendant. “I was born in
Germany, and my father was a
colonel in the Germany army. I was
nurse in several hospitals in Holland
for years, and a successful one. I am
familiar with hypnotlsm and know
how to use [t. It is the mysteriea of
this science which puzzle my nelgh-
bors aml make them believe I am a
witch. [n their ignorance they mis-
cnnlﬁ:rumi my efforts to henefit them
and nave brought disgrace upon my-
sell and family,” o v

Attorney Devine made an earrcest
plea that defendant, ecomplainants
ind vitnesses all shake hands. Mrs.
K. Donovan, the complainant, how-
ever, refused, saying she feared the
woman, and the case was finally con-
tinued ten days with the understan.i-
ing that Mre. Roth confine her hyp-
notic efforts to her own family, -

ELEGTRI TR ON FIRE

Strange Disaster to an Elec-
tric Train in a Tunnel.

SEVERAL INJURED—NONE KILLED

Liverpool, Dec. 31— A terrible dis-
Aster occurred this evening on the
overhead electric rallway. A train of
three ears was approaching the
southern terminus at Dingle Station.
It is understood that it had unloaded
A majority of its passengers at the
Herculaneam dock, which is the pre-
ceding station, It is now stated that
the motor of the rear car failed in its
fusing meoehanism, firing the wood-
work of The ear. The strong air cur-
rent through the tunnel, whieh is a
fifth of n mila2 long, eaused the entire
train to cateh on fire, thus igniting
the thousands ol pilled-up ereosoted
sleepers, and filling the tunnel with
dense smoke. Simultaneon the
lights were extinguished, and
Btatlon was quickly [filled wﬂg

. \

The officials, not knowing the
on fled, the ticket clerk abandon=
ing cush. When they learned of
the accident, the _ returned
and tried to help, but were driven
mhql‘“t:l oke. It ls hoped that
m . N T # "i
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BRITHIN'S AL STRENGTH

Opinion of Clover, Naval
Attache at London.

WAS NEVER MCRE EFFICIENT,

Washington, Dec. 20.—In an inter-
view this evening Commander Nich-
ardson Ciover, naval attache at the
American embussy in London, who
is here on leave of absence, declared
that the naval forces of Great Brit-
ain are in a far more elfective and
efficient condition than the Contin-
ental Powers believe, and that never
in her naval development has Brit-
ain boen stronger on the seas. Re-
cent torpede boat accidents have
made little impression in British
naval eireles, he declares, and their
programme cails for the continued
advance of the highest class of boats
of the swiftest possible speed. Com-
mander Clover added :

“The naval forece that Great Brit-
aln is eapable of exerting is equal to-
day to that of any three Continental
Powers and was never in a more
efficient condition. The British ser-
vice has been severely eriticised, but
mruch of this eriticism as to its effi-
ciency ig due to a policy of the
Naval League and the press to de-
preciate in the mind of the public
EBritain's strength, in order tihat
large appropriations may be seeured
for expanding the navy and to con-
tinue the policy of maintaining it
oequal o that of the eombined
strength of any two world Powers,
The poliey in Pritain seems to be to
impress the public with the weak-
ness rather than the strength of the
British service, with a view to se-
curing additional ships through Jnis-
apprehension in the public mind that
the foree is not keeping pace with
its importance to the nation.

“Here our policy seems to be to
overestimate rather than underesti-
mate onr naval strength, which is
not right. The people here seem im-
pressed with the strength of the
navy, especially since the Spanish-
American War, when actually bet-
ter resnlts might b» obtained belore
Congress were the impression con-
veyved that we are not so strong.
Abroad the United States is reckon-
ed ag the reventh naval power, be.
inr outranked by all the Continental
navies, Ipcluding Italy. Buat this
view is not accepted in the United
States, and figures ol ships boilding
and tonnage indieate that the United
States 18 now elther fifth or tied with
Giermany for fourth plaee, outranked
by Great Britaln, France and Russia.
Germany. however, has a more ex-
tensive programme of inerease than
the United States and will probably
lead us in a few years at her pre-
#ent rate of building unless liberal
appropriations are made here for
naval development. Shep for ship the
new vessels of omr navy equal In
every respect those df the foreign
gervices, hut we have comparative-
Ilv few. Abroad the United States,
while, of coarse, reckoned as a naval
power, cannot be said to be counted
in any combinations that natlons
might make against others. The
Spanish war did mueh to enhance
our standing before European na-
val powers, but we are still regard-
ed as entitled 1o no higher rank than
seventh place, which would place us
nearly alongside of Japan.

“Britain to-day Is stromgor than
any two of the most powerful contin-
ental Powers, and sironger than
these with another power included.
Ehe has 80,000 men afloat, and, al-
though her naval reserve 18 not so
strong and perhaps well drilled as
that of France, the real strength of
her personnel is in the trained, dis-
ciplined men afloat, who are being
constantly Increased. Her channel
fleet & a magniflcent aggregojtion
of fighting force, constantly kept at
fen and ready for any assignment.
The shipa are always in execellent
condition, and reporta of weaknesses
and rotienness are without the
glightest semblance of truth. These
reports are circulated by the Naval
League, an organization for the
upbuilding of the British navy, with
branches throughout the British Is-
lands. In fact, the admiralty will of-
ten refuse to officially deny state-
ments of reported defects in the Dri-
tish navy, and rather encourages a
fecling of deprecintion of its strefngth
than magnifying it.

ELDER SONS AT CORONATION.

Fathers Must be Dukes to Entlile
Them to Carry King’s Train.

London, Dec. 20.<Thcre Is a ccr-
tain amount of curiosity to know
who will be the elder sons to carry
the King's train at the coronatlion.

Lhey should be elder sons of
dukee, and will most probably be
Lord Euston, elder son of the Duke
of Grafton; Lord Tavistock, son ol
the Duke of Bedford; Lord Perey,
son of the Duke of Northumberland ;
Lord Dalkeith; son of the Duke of
Buceleueh; and Lord Hamilton, son
of the Duke of Abercorn.

These are all of this rank at pre-
sent in England, Lord Douro and
Lord Tullibardine being in  Soath
Africea with their reg ments.
'Lord Granby, son of the Duke of
Rutland, is not eligible, as he «its
:lnn the House of Lords as Lord Had-

0. ;

If the present ones are not home
by June it is possible that some of
the elder sons of marquises will be
chosen in their places.

The Berlin correspondent of the
London Standard learns that Ger-
many is apout to despateh an ultima-
tum to Venezpela. Unless Venezuela
comes to a delinite and satisfac-
tory arra ment with her German

ereditors within a very short time, |
German

sort to forcible measures. ,
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How the Day Was Spent n

Bethlehem.

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.

L ————

Scene of s Wonderful Gathering to
Honor the Day—Order of the Pro-
cesslon and Services—Many Altars
Uninuplud.

New York, Dec. 3L—The World
prints a cablegram from Bethlehem,
sbowing the manmner in which Christ-
mas eve and Christmas day were
this year celebrated in the Holy Land.

According to tne despateh from
Bethlehem the sky wae clear and
the air chilly on the day before Christ-
mas. At an early hour crowds com-
menced to stream in from Jerusalem

and all the neighboring towns, Many
travelled from Europe®, sOme
even from America. The Euro-
pean cwstumes mingled with the
bright oriental dresses made the
eceme varied and  vivid with colors,
while in the throog were seen many
Bethlehem women.

Al the Chmren of Nativity at Beth-
lehiem, the Latiows, Greeks and Ar-
menans each have a place of wor-
pliip, but the ceremounies which at-
tracied the thousands were those at
the Catholic Courcii. Throughout ibe
morning crowds llocked to the mag-
niicent Chureh of the Natlvity iw-
closing the cave, believed by scholars
1o be the mctual birtiplace of Christ.
It was brilliantly illuminated.

During the foremoon a mullitude of
people crowded the great square
Ironting the Church of the Nativity,
covering the houselops on every slide.
Tiwe procession then appeared, the
patriarch escorted by Turkish sol-
diers, preceded by the Kawassesv or
officinl guard of the Patriarch and
convent, advancing to the church.
Fyowipz the sacerdotal procession
came that of the French Lonsul and
his staffl, In uniform, with an escort
of mounted guards, he taking pre-
cexlence as representing France, the
recognized guardian of Catholic in-
terests In the Holy Land. Following
his entry into the church came the
beautifuy service of vespers and ithe
benedietion. Throughout the evening
the church was well Tfilled with
crowds ol worshippers.

Al 11 o'clock matinge were sung,
and a few minutes before midnight
ail was hushed. Then on the stroke
of the hour the “Gloria® arose—all
in profoundd adoration to usher Iin
Christmas morning. lmmediately af-
terward the Patriarch ascended the
high altar and began to celebrate
high mass. Thencelorward through-
out Christmas day every altar in the
sacred cdiflce was oxcupl=d by prie:ts
gaving massss. Many devolees who
took their places at 10 o'clock on
Christmns eve kept their vigils till
11 o'clock on Christmas day, anxious
not to miss one moment of the cere-
monies on the site of the birthplace
of Christ.

GERMAAR SLAVERY IR AFRICA

Paving the Way for its Total
Abolition,

SLAVES MAY BUY FREEDOM,

Berlin, Dec. 3L—The text of an lm-
perail edice vesling wila the gques-
Llon ol uomestic slavery in German
East Afrtea bas been published

In order to pave the way lor the
abwlition of duemestic slavery iu Ger-
man kEast Afriea, It s decreed that
the followlog reguiations shall be in-
cluded 1 the code

“ANelther by sale of o man's sell,
nor by sale elfected by relalions, nor
as payment Jor debt or fulldmeat ol
other ouligatioas, nor as pumssment
Ior adultery shall a relationsuip of
slavery be nenceiorward esiabl.she.d.

“kEyvery domestic slave Is empow-
erTed Lo lerminate his state of slavery
by payment of a sum ol money for
his redemptiion. The amouut of this
sum shali e declded by the com-
petent administrative authoritles.

“Every slave who has paid the
ransom appointed shall receive a cep-
tiicate ol emancipation from Lhe au- |
thoritles,

‘Every domestic slave must be pep-
mitted to work for bimsell during
two days in the week, or to use for
his own purpuses the correspoundlog
proceeds of nfs labor. In sc far as
existlug custom Is in this respect
more favorable 1o the slave, It shall
continue In force. In Lhis matter, as
well as im all other differences be-
tween master and domestie slave, the
decision shall lie with the competent
authoritbes.

“The masier o a domestic slave
le under obligation to maintaln hlm
and provide for him in old age ahbd
in sickness. This obligation is not
cancelled by emancipation granted
during the period of old age or sick-
ness, ' A

“The transfer of the rights ol owa-

erslip can be accomplished only with
the consent of the slave, and belore ]
the competent authorities, upon
whose assent it shall be depeadent.
Before according such ccasent, the
authoritios shall, besides deciding
other points which may appear Im- |
portant, carefully test the legaliLy |
of the ownership, and shall take heed |
thnt members of the same family be |
not ated {rom one another
without their consent. I
“The rights of ownership shall be
forfelted in the eveant of the owner's
committing any grave breach of his
duty towards his slave. The compe-
tent authorities shall officially en-
quire lnto cascs of vinlation of duty

g
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MRS, RUGE LOSES 15

The Duke of Portland Can
Now Rest Easy.

REJECTED BY PRCBATE COLRT,

Londoa, Dec, 30.—Another clailm to
a British peerage and dukedom has
ecllapsed. The case of Mrs. Florence
Anna Maria Druce, affecting relative-
ly the LRle and cstates of the late
Duke of Poriland, has just been set-
tled in the Probate Court.

After a trial lasting several days,
before Justice Barnes and o special
Jury, the finding was oflicially made
that Thomas Charles Druce died lwec.
=8, 1864. Ilnferentially, the verdict
carries with It the declaration that
Druce was got and coulkd not have
been the fifth Duke of Portland,

Loses Both Fighus.

Though the estate of Druce was
alsuo al stake, it is considered of lit-
tle importance when taken in con-

nection wi.h th: contest for the t.tle,
Ly the jJury s unang vhe wili made
by Druoece i 186J, and a codicd writ-
ten 1o 1864, are declared valid. Thus
the plalotiiy ioses Lthe right to cluim
for her son both the coveted title of
nobiity and the Druce property.

Mot a few greal families in Log-
land breathe vasier over the resujt,
for the conngctions of the Duke of
FPortland are s0 many and so lul,uen-
tlal that the trial bhad ramdicatjons
throughout the kingdom. Tuaough a
threavr has been made Lthat the case
wili yet go tw the House of Lurds
for Minal aecision, no one believes the
resull will be otuerwise than in lhe
'robate Court.

Throughout the trial Mrs. Droce
acted in aan extremely eccentrie
manner, and she has left the Lupres-
slon that her mind s unbalanced ;
but, thea, her Iricads and support-
ers eEay Lthal her domestic troubles
and her legal conlests and disap-
pointmeats have been sullicient o
reader erratic the average human
understanding.

Tiws claims set forth by Mrs. Druce
are the most sensational that were
ever given publicity w England. She
is the widow of the illegitimate sop of
Jhemas Charles Druce, who kepl a
large bazaar in Baker street, Loa-
don. This store was hoaneycombed
with underground passages, which
Druce frequented. At times he would
not be seen for woeeks, and Lhen
would saddenly emerge loto his
counting-room and resume business
a8 if he had been abscat for only
an hour.

FPrying Kyes Shut Out,

Aboult the same period the [fifth
Duke of Portland hived o baroniad
spiendor at Welbeck Abbey, aadat
Lunes occupled his town bhouse io
London. ‘“the latter pluce was sur-
rounded by high walls that effec-
Lively shut out pryg eyes oo
his movements. Vot things were
different at Welbeck. There the
ecceniric mobleman hasdl constrocted
sublerranean passages, mate-like ig
character, and it was his custom to
disappear and reappear in a mys-
lterious way.

In fact it Is the claim of Mre. Druce
that the Duke left Welbeck Abbey to
become plain Mr. Druce in the Baker
street establishment, and that when
His Grace grew wmary ol trade he
retraced his steps to his country
home, washed off the stalns and
sligma  of commerce, and—presto,
change ! became again the high and
mighty Duke of Portland.

The Duke died Dec. 6, 1879, and was
succeeded In title and estates by a
distant relative, but as Iruce, the
merchant, had expired some years
earlier—or, acrording to the deecision
Just rendered by Justice Barnes, Dec.
=8, 1864—Mrs. Druce asserts that the
shopman simply abandoned the mer-
cantile house forever and remalned
Duke the rest of his days.

His Grace was buried in Kensal
Green, and Mrs. Druce alleges that
there ls nothing but lead pipe in his
coffin. 8he once got a permit to have
the sarcophagus opened, but another
legal barrier was ralsed, and it is now
improbabl~ that the outel ie worl | will
ever know what that tombd contalins,

While the Probate Court deci<ion
has falled to ralse the vell ‘hat cov
ers a mysterious double life. and
while scores of people in England be-
lbeve that the RBaker street merchant
and the receentric nobleman of Wel.
beck were one and the same person,
It I certain that Mre. Druce's sailor
#on will now never be declared the
rightful helr to the great Dukedom
of Portland. :

DIED ON BURNING STEAMER,

feveral Lives Lost In Fire Started by
Furnace Spark.

Memphis, Tienn.,, Dec. 81.—The stera
Wheel steamer Ban, plying between
thas port and Fuiton, Teun., burned
to the water's edge at 5 ocluck to-
day, at her mooriogs at the wharl
on the ¢ity froat,

The boat arrived from Fultun about
midanight last night with fiiteen pas-
scngers, all of whom were asleep oa
board when the fire broke out.
Of these three sre known to be lost,
D. H. Ralney and wite, of Old River,
Tenn., apd Mrs. G. M. Tims, of Rtich-
ardson, Landing, Ark. Tlhelr charred
remains have been recovered from
the wreeck. The three-montls'-old
child of Mrs. Tipw ls micsing. I in
believed that all the other persons on
board escapoed. The fire or ginated in
a plle of geed cotton oa the boiler
deck, and probably was started by a

Irom the furnnce. The boat
was valued at $10,000, and was about
lnsured. The cargo was totally

half
destroyed.
&utg the Town of Goderloh
Compunony was
reitle at Woordstock Assizes, '
o
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