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alone, But the window was wide
open and a chalr in front of it had

R BLAGK S been thrown over. The Admiral
- ﬂrodl? to the casement and called out
'] & J"_-.
1 .Egm:!nﬂrmthm?hnum
ing the Empire - e,

There was no answer ; the tall sen-
try-box was empty.

Wolflenden came over to his fath-
er's side and brought the la with
him, and together they lean out.
At first they could see nntm:then
Wollenden threw off the s from
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Ceylon Teas are sold in sealed lead | the lamp and the light fell in a
packets

bulk, | Proad track upon a dark, motionless

mever In figure stretched out upon the turf.

only,

Black, [Mixed or Uncolored Ceylon | wiirenden stooped down hastily.

“My God!” he exclaimed, “it Is
! Father, won't you sound the
gong ? We shall have %o arouse the
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CHAPTER XXVIIL
A Midnight Visitor,

“Wolf ! Wall !

Wollenden, to whom sleep before the
early morning hours was a thing ab-
solutely impo=sible, was lounging in his
easy chair meditating on the events
of the day over a final cigarette. He
had come to his room at midnight in
rather a dejected frome of mind; the
day's happenings had scarcely goune in
his favor. Helene had looked upon him
coldly—almost with suspicion. In the
morning he would be able to explain
everything. but In the meantime
Blanche was upon the spot, and he
had an uneasy feeling that the girl
was his enemy. He had begun to doubs
whether that drive, so natural a thing
as It really happened, was not care-
fully planned on her part, with a full
knowledge of the fact that they would
meet Mr. Sabin and his nilece. [t was
all the more irritating because during
the last few days he had been grad-
ually growing into the bellef that so
far as his suit with Helene was con-
cerned, the girl hersell was not alto-
gether indifferent to him. 8he had
refused him delinitely enough, so far
ad mere words went, but there were
lights in her roft, dark eyes, and
something indefinable, but apparent in
her manner, which had forbidden him
to abandon ail hope. Yet it was hard
to beleve that she was in any way
subject to the will of her guardian,
Mr. Sabin. In small things she took
no pa'ns to study him; she was ©vi-
dently not in the least umder his
lom!nlon. On the contrary, there wad
in his manner towards her a certain
deference, ns though it was she whiose
will was the ruling one between them.
A a matter of fact, her appearincso
and whole bearing seemed to indieate
one arenstomed to  command. Her
fomily or connections she had never
spoken of to him, yet he had not the
Blightest donbt but that she waa ol
gentle birth, Even il It ghoull turn
out that th's was not the case, Wal-
fenden Wis democratic enough 1O
think that it made no difference. She
was good enough to be his wile. Her
appearance amnd manners were almost
typleally aristo ratl—wWiantever ghero
might be In her present surroundings
or in her past which savored of mys-
tery, he would at least have staked
his sou! upon her honesty. He realized
very fully, as he asat there BMOKINE
in the early hours of the m Irning.
that she was no passing fancy of his;
ahe was h'a first love—for good or
for evil she would be his last. Faillure,
he said to himself, was a word which
he would not admit in his voeabulary.
Bhe was moving towards him already,
some day she would be his! Through
the mists of the blue tobacco smoke
which hovered anround bhim he soemed,
with a very slight and very pleas
ant eoffort of his Iimagination,
to see some faint vislons of her
in that more eoftening mood,
the vaguest recollect.on of which =et
his heart beat’ng fast and sent the
blood moving through his veins to
music. How delicately handsome she
was, how exqui#te the lines of her
girlisn, yet graceful and queenly
figure! With her clear, creamy skin,
soft as alabaster below the red gold
of ber ha'r, the somewhat haughty
poise of her small, shapely head, she
brought him vivid recollections ol
that oid aristocracy ol France, as
one reads of them now only in the
pages ol romance or history. She had
che grand ar—even the great Queen
could not have walked to the scaffold
with a more magnificent contempt of
the rabble, whose victim she wuas.
Some mole peErson 1] thought came L0
him ; he ha.l
ed back in his chair steeped in p.ea-
sant thoughts: and then it all came
to a swadt, abrupt end, these reveries

and pleasant eastle-bullding. He was |

back in the present, suddenly re-
called in a2 mosi exiraord:nary man-
ner, to realization ol the hour and
place. Surely he could not have been
mistaken! That was a lew knocking
at h:s 1-'1-..',_-_-! i oor |r|;'h:ll"; Lhere was
no doubt about it. There it was againl
He heard his own name, softly but un-
mistakab.y spoken in
volce. He glanced at his wateh, it was
batween two and three o'clock ; then
he walked quickly to the door and
opened it wilhout hesitation. It was
hizs father who stood (here, fully
dressed, with pale [ace and angrily
burn'ng eves. In his hand he carried
a revolver. Wollenden noliced that
the fingers which ciasped it were
shaking, as though with cold.

“Father,” Wodenden exclaimed,
“what on earth is the matter "

He dropped his voice in obedience
to that sudden gesture for s.lence.
The Admiral answered him in a hoarse
whisper.

“A great deal is the matter! I am
being deceived and betrayed im my
own house! Listen.”

They stood together on tha dimly
Jit landingz ; holding his breath and
lstening intent.y, Wollenden was at
once aware of faint, distant sounds.
They came [rom the ground floor al-
most immediately below them. His
father laid his hand heavily upon
Woelfenden's shoulder.

“Someone is in the library,” ke sald.
“] heard the door open distinctly.
When I tried to get out I found that
the door of my room was locked ; there
{s treachery here !

*How did you get out?" Wolfen-
den asked.

“Through the bath-room and down
the back stairs: that door was locked

[ too, bat I found a key that fitted it.

elosed his eyves and lean- |

a tremb.ng |
|

house." -

There was no need. Already the
library was half full of hastily dress-
ad servants, awakened by the sound
of the Admiral's revolver. Pale and
terrified, but never more sell-com-
posed, Lady Deringham stepped out
to them in a long white dressing-

gown.

“What has happened ?” she cried.
“Who i# 1t, Wolfenden—has your fath-
er shot anyone 7"

But Wolfenden shook hls head, as
he stood for a moment upright, and
looked into hils mother's fuce.

“There i a man hurt,” he sald; “It
Come with me. Be carelull Make |Io , I think, but he h-Futnth.
no nolse !" The evil I8 not of our dJoing !

They wers on their way down-
::[iil :w.d.ﬂ.l kﬂ.’l.aj tur“dq:rh‘f u.::fh

the broad oak stairway, Woifenden - 1Y
caught a glimpse of his father's face, I+ Was Mr. Sabin.
and shuddered; it was very white, and It was still an hour or two before
his eyes were bloodshot and wild, his | dawn. No trace whatever of the
forefinger was already upon the trig- | mauraders had been discovered elther
ger of his revolver. outside the house or within. with

“Let me have that,” Wollend:n | difficulty the Earl had been per-
srhispered, touching it; “my haod is | suaded to relinquish his smoking re-
steadier than yours.” volver, and had retired to his room.

But the admiral shook his head ; he | The doors had all been locked, and two
made no answer in words, but the | of the most trustworthy servants left
butt end of the revolver became al-|in charge of the library. Wollenden
most welded into the palm of his hand. | had himselfl accompanied hiy father
Wolfenden begnn to feel that they | upstaire, and after a few words with
were on the threshold of a tragedy.| him had returned to his own apart-
They had reached the ground floor | ment. With his mother he had scarce-
now ; straight in front of them was ||y exchanged a single sentence. Once
the library door. The sound of muffled | their eyes had met, and he had Im-
movements within the room were (ls- | mediately looked away. Nevertheless
tinctly aulible. The admliral’s breath | he was not altogether unprepared for
came fast. that gentle knocking at his door

“Tread I'ghtly, Wo!l,"” he muttered. | which came about half an hour alter
“ Don’'t let them hear us! Let us | the house was once more sllent.
eateh them red-handed [ He rose at once from hig chalr—Iit

But the last dozen yards of the way | seemed scarcely a night for sleep—
was over white flags: tasselated, and | and opened it cautiously. It was
polished like marble. Wolfenden's shoes | Lady Deringham who stood there,
crenked : the admiral's sip-toe walk | white and trembling. fle held out
was no light one. There was a sndden | his hand and she leaned heavily on
cessation of all sonnds : they had been | it during her passage Into the
heard! The admiral, with a low ery | room.
of rage, leaped forwards. Wollenden He wheeled his own easy chalr be-
followed close behind, fore the fire and helped her into it.

Esen as they crowed the threshold | She seemed altogether incapable of
the room was plunged into sudden | speech. She was trembling violently,
darkness: they had but a momentary | and her face was perfectly “bloodless.
and partial glimpse of the Interior | Wollenden dropped on his knees by
Wolfenden saw a «im, slim flgure bend- | her side and began chafing her hands.
ing forward, with his finger still | The touch of his fingers seemed to
pressed to the ball of ths lamp. The | revive her. She was not already judged
table was strewn with papers, some | then. She lifted her eyes and locked
thing—somebody —was fluttering be | at him sorrowlully.
hind the sereen yonder. Thera was “What do you think of me, Wollen-
barely a second of light: then, with | den 7' she asked.

a sharp click, the lamp went out, nnd “I have not thought about It at
the figure of the man was lost in ob | all," he answered. 1 am only wonder-
senr.ty. Almo it l-'illlllll-lllll‘f'rll.-lj' thera i,ng, You have come to |_._1|;1].1u[n every-
came a flash of level fire and the loud | thing 7"

report of the admiral’s revolver. There =he shuddered. Explain everything!
was no groan, =0 Wolfenden concluded | That was a task, indeed. When
thant the man, whoever ha might be, | the heart is young and life s a
had not been h't. The sound of the | full and generous thing; Iin the
report was followel by a few seconds’ | days of romance, when adventures
breathless silence. There was nomove | and love-making come as a natural
ment of any sort in the room ; only a | heritage and form part of the order
faint breeze stealing in through the [ of things, then the words which the
wide-open windows, caused a gentle ' woman had to say would have come
rustling of the papers with which the || lightly enough from her lips, less per-
table was strewn, and the curtains haps as a confesson than as a hall-
swayml gently backwards and for- | apologetic narration. But in the days
wards. The admiral, with his senses | when youth lies far behind, when ita
all on the alert, stood motionless, the | glamor has faded away and nothing
revolver tense In his hand, his flercely | but the bare incidents remalin, unbeau-
mger eyes straining to plerce the | tified by the full coloring and exuber-
darkness. By his slde, Wolfenden, | ance of the springtime of lile, the most
!”_i”“”-'f agitated now, though from a | trifling Indiscretions then stand out
different reason, stood holding his | like ldiotic erimes. Lady Deringham
breath, his head thrust forward, his|had been a proud woman—a proud
eyes striving to penetrate the veil of | woman all her life. She had borne In
gloom which lay like a thick barrler | society the reputation of an almo-t
between him and the sereen. Hia fear | ultra-exclusiveness ; in her home life
had suddenly taken to itsell a very |she had been eomething of an auto-
real and terrible form. There had been | crat, Perhaps this was the most mis-
A moment, before the extinction of | prable moment of her life. Her son
' the lamp had plunged the room Into | was looking at her with cold, inquiring
darkness, when he had seen, or fancled | oyes, 8he was on her defence before
that he had seen, a woman's skirts | him. She bowed her head and spoke:
futtering there. Up to the present| * Tell me what you thought, Wol-
hia father's attention had been wholly | lenden.”

riveted upon the other end of the| “ Forgive me,” he sald, "I 2zould
room ; yet he was filled with a nervous ! only think that there was robbery,
dread lest at any moment that re- |, that you, for some sufficlent rea-
volver might chang: lts diresctlon. HIS | gon, T¥am sure were aiding. I could
ears were strained to the utmost to | pot think anything else, could 172"
cateh the slightest sign of any move | + You thought what was true, Wol.
ment. _ fenden,” she whispered. "I was help-

At last the silence was broken ; | ing another man to rob your father!
there was o faint movement near the | 1t was only a very trifling thelt—s
window, and then ngain, without o | handful of notes from his work for a
second’s hesitation, there was that | pmagazine article. But It was thelt,
level line of fire and loud report from | gned T wae an accomplice !
the Admirals revolver. There was no There was a short silence. Her
groan, no ggn of anvone having been eyes, F;!'th'lg’ ﬁ;t.{rm!l'ﬂstl:; to read his
hit. The Admiral began to  mOVe | ¢, c0p ' could make nothing of it.
slowly in the direction of the win- T will not ask you why,” he sald
dow : Wollenden remained where he | . i : o : .F - S
| was Nake o slowly. You must have had very

ening  Intently. He was 1 . But I want to tell
| richt. the ras a smothered ve- | BUO r{.!ﬂﬂm:lm ] an 1l you
righ wre was a fmothered move ne thin I am beginning to have

ment from behind the screen. Some- | . tﬁjhm as to whether "llﬁ'
| one was moving from there towards fTﬁﬂ ‘a state is really as bad as Dr
| the door, someone ¢ with light [oo%- -.:-' 1El‘ . 1& ‘ t{- in shor H.
 steps and a trailing skirt. He drew hitlett thinks—whether, 1n E £ Nls
| bar . : k is not after all really of soma
back into the doorwav : he meant to | work :

" let her pass, whoever it might be, but considerable value. There are several
i - 3 " considerations whigh Incline me to tuke

' he meant to know who it was. He | . o." e
d ' = : ?
could hear her hurried breathing; a The suggestion visibly disturbed

faint, familiar perfume, shaken ous E
by the mﬂ?Pﬂliilifrﬂl;l?mr skirts, pus- | Lady Deringham. She moved in her

| zled him; it's very famiMarity bewil. | chair uneasily.
| dered him. She ki-?mw that he wae | | You have heard what Mr. Blather-

there : she must know It, for she had | Wick says,” she objected. I am pure
paused. The position was teriibly | 1hat he is ab:olutely trustworthy.
critical. A few yards away the Ad- “ There Is nu”dmlht' ahout Hlﬂlt"her'
| miral was groping about, revolver in wick's honesty,” he admitted, * but
' hand, mumbling to himsell a string | the admiral himsell says that he dare
| of terrible threats. The casting of | trust no one, and that for weeks he
| a shadow would eall forth that death. | has given him no paper of importaiee
| dealing fire. Wolfenden thrust out to work upon s'mply for that reason.
' his hand cautiously ; it fell upon a It has been grow.ng upon me thnt we
woman's arm. Shedid not ery out, | »ay have mistaken all along,
although her rapid breathing sank al- that very llkely Miss Merton was pali
|nmt to o moan. For a moment he |t0 steal his work, and that It may
was staggered—the room seemed to | POSTeSS, for certain people, and for
be going round with him; he had to certain purposes, a real techamical lm-
bite his lips to stifle the exclamation portance. How else can we account
which very nearly escaped him. Then for the deliberate eflforta which l}nrg
| he stood away from the door with a beer: made to obtaln L of it?
little shudder, and guided her through | * You have spent fome time ex:
it. He heard her footsteps dle away | amining it yoursell,” she sald in a
along the corridor with a peculiar low tone: “what was your own
sense of relief. Then he thrust his | oplaion ?”
hand Into the pocket of his dinner “1 found some sheeta,” he answer-
coat and drew out a box of matchea. | ed, “and I them very care-
“I am going to strike @ light,” he | fully; they were connected with
whispered in his father’s ear. the various landing places upon the
“Quick, then,” was the reply, *I | Suffolk coast. An immense amount
don't think the fellow has got away | of detall was very cleverly given.
yet: he mnst be hiding behind some | The currents, bays and fortifica-
of the furniture.” tions were all set out: even the
There was the seratching of a mateh | roads and rallways into the Inter-
upon a silver box, a feeble flame grad- | lor were dealt with. I compared
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CHAPTER XXIX.

-

! ually developing into a sure illumina. them afterwards with a map of

became Instantly graver. H
membered that as yet he had heard
nothing of what she had come to
tell him. Her presence In the library
was altogether unexplained.

“You were very /' ghe gald
slowly ; “you stay what might
have been a tragedy. You knew that
I was there, you helped me to es-
cape; yet you must have known
that I was ln league with the man
who was trying to steal those pa-
pers."”

“There was no mistake.
you were doing that. You!l”

“It s true,” she answered. “ It
was I who let him in, who unlock-
el your father's desk. I was his aec-
complice |"

“Who was the man ™

Sho did not tell him at once.”

(To be Comtinaad.)

then |
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l The English Woman
As Seen by an Indian.

Umiveraai. MAGAZINE.
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It 8 oftemn a great trial to a
young uean [resh [rom India who
i@ thrown into English society to
know how to behave. You visit a
friend. You ring, and the door s
openedd by o young maikd-servant,
who lnvites you to enter, and closes
the door as soon as you have en-

tered. You follow the servant into
the drawlng-room, where your
friend soon meets and greets you.
After some couversation, your friend
brings in hls mother and introduces
her to you. The mother 8 very
pleasad to make your acquaintance
and asks you to sit in a chalr vear
hers. But you hesitate. Is that the
proper thing to do? In India no
mother of no frilend of yours asks
you to do the same. If at all, you
always stood at a respectful  dis-
tance and answored the mother's
questions. But here it is so diller-
ent. You obey with hesitation, and
sit In the chalr rathoer awkwardly,
both your legs thrust as far be-
neath your chair as possible—of
ocurse, a8 a mark of respect tlo
your friend’sa mwother—and yoursell
only answering the mother's ques-
tions in monosyllables, The mother
wondersa what is the matter with
you; why you are a0 shy, and why
you appear a0 dull, Are all Indians
like this—so dull ? [Of course, she
cannot divine the nature of the
things which perplex you. She does
pot understand; you are only try-
ing to be on your best behavior—
in fact, to pass for o very good
boy. For a moment your perplexi-
ties increase, Your friend's mother
has dropped her handkerchiel. She is
not aware ol it. But you have seen
it drop. What are you to do? Are
you to plck it up and give it to
her ? ls that the proper thing to
do? it home you daranot do it. But it
Is 50 different here, and, at last, you
make up your mind to pick up the
handkerchief ; and you do it so awk
wardly that your frlend's mther,
while accepting it with thanks, looks
nt your face to sse why you blush
The kindoness of yvour [riend increases
your perplexitics still. He and his
mother deslre you to stay [or dinner.
You don't know what to say In reply.
Yes or no, At homo, on & visit to a
friend, you always say *“No” The
question often is meaningless. Your
friend generally does not expect you
to accept the luvitation, and the In-
vitation is often made without mak-
ing any provision for you. You are
penerally expected to say “No,” and
you say “No.” But it is not so in
England. And, with some hesitation,
you Interpose a word which may be
luterpreted a¢ “Yes” or “No,” but
which your good friemd understanls
ns slgnlfylng assent. In the mean-
time, other members of the household
are ushered into the room, and to
each of them you are introduced, and
among the number to your [rlend’s
glster, whose eagerness to  shake
hands with you semls a thrill through
your whole fram~. Faney your friend's
sister being Introduced at home in
India! Can anything be more atro-
clous ? Buat such is the custom in
England, And then the time for din
ner arrives. And, as the chiel guest
of the evening, you are asked to lead
the lady of the houwse, your friend's
mother, to the dining-room. You are
more perplexed than ever. The idea
of giving your arm to a lady whom
you respect as your own mother ! You
never touched your own mother—at
least not after you beoams o man.
And how could you mow touuch your
friend's mother.
- 1. L ] -

The more you move in the company
of English women, the more you are
convinced that it Is possible for you
to admire the intellectual culture of
your [riend's sister, or even her per-
sonal charms, without harboring any
unholy thought in your breast. Soci-
ety as constituted in India does not
recognize this distinetion; In fact,
people who have known no higher
forms of life think it is impossible to
geparate the two. Woman has no in-
dividual existence in India. To quote
the oft-quoted verse from Manaq,
“Her father maintains her in chilld-
hood, her husband maintains hergln
youth, and her sone maintaln her in
old age.” She seldom malntains her-
self, Bhe Is always the Ivy and her
husband the oak. It is different here.
fBhe ls a recognized factor In English
soclety. There is no society In E
land without her, whereas In In
soclety knows her not. In London she
i a familiar figure everywhere ; she
& at the shop-window, she s at the
restaurant, she appears on the plat-
form, she 18 connected with the
press, she writes books, she talks
politics, she has her own clubs and
her own “‘societies.” r individual-
Ity 18 asserted if a Thousand direc-
tioms, #0 much so that voe woman
out of every tem earne her own
living.

Manufacturers Life
Insurance _Company.
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There were received during the year 1778
$3,058, 958, Thtbulnﬂmuﬂlrhknu-ndnldtnr
$2,496,708, and. leaving out single paymeént policies,
mmnummuwnmmmmmm,

satisfactory in the Company’s history.

us for assurances amounting to
in cash during the year amounted o
the first r-ﬁuin—lu-um
and §100,013.93 for 1588

The whi‘wmuﬂt&lﬂ“n“ﬂ $1.041,384 over Lhe previeus

showing the handsome increase of $MR.@5.8
161.11, making the total Income FETEIIM L5, an

The Premium Income was §00,575.4,

There were received for Interests and Rents $57,

increase of $84,157.02

After paying the policybolders for olaims, dividends and surrenders §127.004.73, and

providing for all other oxpenditures, the Asscls w

of which §328,105.0) was added Lo Policy Reserves and $67,264.35 to Surplus,

factory saving for one year's operations.

ore increasod by nearly hall & million dollam,

an cmivently ssdis

The Asstls now amount to $2.27T0.175.% and the Policy Roserves to $1.900,507.00 on tUee
for all other liabilities the surplus op policy

Company's standard. After making provisions

holders’ aocount is §301,024.36, which would be considerabl

ment stamdard of valuation for Policy Itosrrves
GFORGE GOODERHAM,

y increased by adopting the Govern

J. F. JUNKIN,

Presidont Munnging Dirooler.
SUMMARY OF STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC, jist, 1900
INCOME
Received for New Premiums. ... ....ccovriincairaannsannrsnuinnssssnses § 115,782 o1
Received for Single and Renewal Premiums. . ........coovummevnranen s 475 093 03
From all other sources. . ... .... onevesss R e e e 203,749 11
$794,624 15
DISBURSEMENTS.
To Policyholders for claims by death. ... .cooviiiimmniiimerinnnne $ 87,83 04
To Policyholders ior Endowments, Dividerds, €., ... ..cvazsssssssanssss 39.834 69
To Commissions, Balaries, and expecsss o' MANAZAMENt. . .. .. covnvnonres : 152,64% 75§
To Taxes, Reinsurance Premiums and Ihwidends 'n Stockhaolders. ......... m;&
Surplus of lncome. over Expenditure. R Rk 487,
| - 8704,624 15
ASSETS.
Municipal Bonds, Btocks and EDGREBAMIEE. o« ov s v anassssssstssasnssnssnol Sce,788 37
Loans on Bonds and other Securities.......ccovrvinrorarasssaranecnss m;igu 53
Mortgages on Real Estate............ sessnnus A 918,140 12
Real Estate....... S PO PET T sesasnsssanss 36,845 25
Toans o0 POliCheS. ...cocsscsersscnsassnnascnscssrcsssssssssnssrnscns 147,124 09
Accrued Interest, Net De erred Premioms, eic....... BRSNS TS 145,44% 91
Cash on Hand and in Banks ........cccvavmnsiomnannansnnsnssnssnins 73,410 37
$2,279,208 64
LIABILITIES.

Liability for Policy Reserves, Government Blandasd.....cocove0asssnnnss $ 1,914,174 00
Special Reserve Fund over and abovs Govegnment Standard. . ... ........ 3,333 oo

All other Liabilities. .. .....oocceevveacsnas e e a s 27,644

Surplus on Polleyholders’ Acconnt. . . ........ 301,117

2,279,268 64

Dr. James Milla, of Guelph, muved the adoption of the report in an excellent addross

from which the following is & short extract :

At a meet'ng of this nature it s always a pleasure to be ém & po=ition Lo vongratulats
those interested, nnd oa his occasion I can do so most heartily.

We have really a moet salisfactory statement Lo present Lo the sharcholders and poliop-
holders of the Company, a statement which will bear the close t mspection. We can speak
with more definiteness than ever in the past in regard to our investments and our standing, for
we have more information at our disposal, furnished ws in the aplendid report of our consulting
actuary There has been progress all aloog Lhe line

A comparison of 1900 and 15399 is in the report, so | need

not refer Lo that again. 1 would,

however, refer to one other point : The guestion of our progress during a longer period. LM L

1900, being that of the prescnt management.

After a lapse of six years we find many points which are allke orediable to the manage.
mentand gratifying to the persons mao-t interestod in the success of Lhe Company, the share

holders and the policy-holders.

The following fgures will illustrate Lhe vigorous growth of the Company

et Income Gross Assur-

z Ist Years from ance
Vear. Asicts. Premiums. Prems. & Int. in force.
1 R L enenee B B2r,321 $ 61,685 $290,408 $ 9,555,300
1900, cascsscsnss . 2,279,170 118,752 666,717 15,409,020

The asscts are practically three times what thoy were X years ago.
Net income frem Prenaums= and Intorest has
incroased over 10 per cent. ‘I'he assurance in foreo has grown from 9% Lo Lok midlione.

I want also to refer to the character of our asseis and the expense

from new business shows 16 per cenl. increase,

portant items in & concern of this kind. Our sccurities were never be

Amonnt of indome

itin, Goth being im-

fore in the plendid ocon

dition they are to-day. 1decubt if any Company can show such & recornd of invested assels of

over §2 000,000 and only £501.30 overdue interes!

In new companies the expens¢ ralio is nlways large. These expens
decrease, and our record is as it should be In this respect.

The ratio is about 11 per eent. leds Lhan iL was LWo FOars ago.

most satisfactory fealurcs in our Lusiness. The ratio is decrensing rapidly.
I thank our manager, his stat and the fleld foroe for the resulls we are alile Lo report Lo

day, and I do so most sinecrely, and 1 must congratulate the polic

the pﬂﬂljt.'lun we have attained.
r

es should gradually

I think that is one of Lhe

yholders and shareholders os

' J. F. Juukin, the Managing Director, in seconding the adoplion of the report,

remarked ;

If we look back over Lwo years, we fird that the premium income for 1900 was slmost
$140,000 more than for 1898, or an increase of 31 per cent., while our expenses for 19K, A com-

pared with 1595, only show an inecrease of about $2.000, or 1% per eant

The rosult iz that we have

now, rot only the lowest ex pense ralio of any aclive company of our own or similar age on the
continent. but we comupare very fuvorably in this respect with even the oldest and largeet

Canadian and An.erican Companive,

'SAT ON THE TIARA.

Duke of Westminster Was Absent- |

minded Then.

London, Toesday.—An untoward
incident which occurred to the Duke
of Westminster two days before the
wedding morn gave rise to the lm-
pression that tne young
was of & somewhat nervous disposi-
tion. The dlamond tiara presented by
the prospective groom to his bride-
cheet had been duly passed around
among a few [riends for admiration,
when the Duke deposited the precious
diadem on a chalr.

The next moment, to the horror

nobleman |

|
|

of the bystanders, the young Duke |
absent-mindedly sat down on the |

chair, plump on the splkes of the ti-
ara, with the result usual on the oc-

on Lhe busineis end of a pin. Every-
body of the company declared it a
case of absent-mindedness, aund pro-
ceeded to chaff the hero of the I're
toria flag-raising episode on his
identification of Kipling's
hero., The young Duke said nothing,
but, like the proverbial parrot,
thought a deal. The tiara was moud-
ed in due time, and the wedding cere-
mony went off according to pro
Eramime.

After the bridal party had gone, n
little bird whiepers the reason for
the Duke's apparent absent-minded-
ness. It said that, following the
bearer of the ducal tiara, came @
shabhy-genteel individual, of a type
agsociated with Dickens' novels, He
had a blue document, which he could
deliver only to the Duke personally.
Printed at the head of this docu-
ment wae a legend which the obser-
vant parrot, who vouches for the
truth of the story, eays read: “Sum-
mon# : King's Court, Probate and Di-
voree,” or words to that elfect.

Just exactly what followed after
the printed matter is not yet fully
known, except that somewhere down
the body of the document, hidden
amopg a lot of legal manuseript,
was a reflerence to a certaln r
Atherton, who bears His Majesty’'s
Commission In the Lancers. Just why
Major Atherton should wish to eend
such a wedding present to the Duke
on the eve of his marriage may not
be known till the Court opens. In the
meantime, other explanations fall-
ing, it 1 held as a good excuse for
the Duke's nervousness in sitting on
the diamond tiara.—London Edition
New York Herald.

Cleveland lomgshoremen and dock
managoers have closed an agreement
for the senson. , :

doggerel |

FS

POETRY TO

ORDER,

And More of It That Was Not
Wanted.

The Btratford Beacon

raprr o o

this from ite [llesa ol 40 years ago:

The recent
bied the Towan Cowm
other Uoonse, It was
in Avon Ward. The

cirNnsus

having cba-
icil to issus AD-
given o a hotel
landlord was so

overjoyed that hw wanted something

striking to Intimate

to lds customers, s0 o

rhymster, by which
treat, suppled the
ing as follows:
“Within this hive w
Good Uguor makes

L s Euud I W
traveling

e ecarnsd =
needlial by wrik-

o're all aliva,
us lanny,

{M you pass by, step in and wry
: Tiw Mavor of our
casion when a person attempts to =it

This was printed a

honey."”
nd pasted on the

inside of the bar-room window, 80

that it could bk seesn

and read by Ll

passer-by. A Lemperance poct, not o

outdone, wrote as |

“"We've liguors hore

find ;

floor,
If so, we'll kick you
After wa've gol ¥«

This the poet pas

ollows

of every kind,

And sell them as cheap as you will

They'll make you fecl quite fupay,
Perbaps they'll sprawl you on e

out the door,
war money.'

ted on the ouk-

slde of the bar-room window during

the night. The land
ward for the tempe

fort. The very neoxt

of course, destroyed the

lard next morn-

ingg was furious and offered §50 re

rance poet, and,
Il:rl'ti.ﬂ of -
night the tem-

perance poet, as s supposcd, tried his

hand agaln, and thi

room window :

Within this hut
We keep rot-gut,

Don't stop to ti

&« was what he

wrote and affixed to the same bap-

And very cheap we sell

unk,

Come in and drink

And speed your
Nervellne

Rheumatism. The
strength and mary

way to h-Ilt

Cares
remarkable
ecllous soothing

ty of Nervilipe—perve pals

Rheumatism. Five
tham any other,

cupe—renders it olmost infallible in

times stronger
its penctrating

power enables it to reach the svurce

of pain and drive out the disease.

Nerevillne

hepetofore devised I

mans infirmities.
evepywhere.

i8 more
stronger, and more highly poain-sab-
duing lu Its nction than any medicine

netrating,

or the rl_'-llttl" of
Druggists sell 1%

L

Reli

Wide-Awake,

Washington Jleport.
of Dr. Talma

tinent at this time
effort for relig

i being made. Text, L
epclosed a greal mull
and their net brake”™
@imon and hir comra
enced the night befor
men call " poor |uck
on bDoard ihe fishing
the sallors to pull &W
beach and Adirecis the
the net. Sure snough
of fishes, and the sallo
in. Bo large a schoo
taken that the hardv mn
ged In the face as (he)
bmve they begun !
gucoeas when snajp j
net, and snap goes and
there I8 danger o -
fish, but of losing !he
Without mw! TP
the boat tiite or how
nll-lht'ﬁ on A2ck Lhe
about, gathering up ¢
of the net. Out yonde
Sancing on the wave
“Ship ahoy'! Bear down
ship comes, and b
Ing smacks, are Niled w
ing treasures
“Ah" SAySs some O]
better 1L would have
had stayed on !
a hook and lins
a time, Ingtead of
excitement and the
and the net broke
for help and ge! g
the Bed.’
The church
S the nel, S0
.'“t revIivel B &
0 &t one swee]
miration 1or .
with & hook and
the way he unw
jJusts the bait »
qultt place Ol
here calches o
like also & DIE
and a net a n
and stout mails

A greal mull ' [ &
Ereal & Inu a
get help to d

the net to !

here and there
pringing the gres
nal gafely

In other
The great
with 3.000 people
one day, and
& hundred m
ty-four hou
born In & day
to reviva.s
them because !
en, and If by
dees nol gr
thelr own pend
“They enclosed
fishes, and the

It @ =ometin
of religion Ltha!
church at suc|
As long as ‘hers
they have
POON RE =ITODE
they drop nt
are the fn I
churches the ° i
ful people wis e |
A under gr~a
hold out. Wi -
in the Unlted =1,
o meelings : 4
the most pere
ETeal avwake:

I have no! |
brough! i
through i
ence And T - i
Christian [
In unde: ’ [

i
1
|
|

ple born

they wil!

they caugh!

| T 1A hl'-i | o i
with which .
shall go, and %1
Ereater the

A soul Is =tarts "

ing and fa s 3
cution.

But it is son -
vivals tha T |
ment that pe |
religion. We !
vival of relig A
Ppressed or o |
Indeed, If a 1
of condemnat
RRoe wiih (ind
any agitation
healthy, morbig
#ye and ul- '
Doast he suw 1
from under o T T
EEitation o
the four:! ,
!f]t RO Sivie

Balvatio: from Ein
hell into . ;
forever s =u 4
that i .
look on
doubt his Y
that SOmel L mpe i
-]“I- i-:lli.'fF' kil | I L
aase of resus
or freering
“im..!,n].
are den
church 1o
sl la e o .
ment = bLad .
what 11 muals 4
48 do tha
eXCltene:y
Wmted abou:
R makes u-
tend upoy
MFH UE e
lhn it & Easis : |
'lt -JIH il {
revivals of
of Cchlldren =« |
brought 1nio
ROt know wha

bi‘-"!ﬂ my
®rlier peoys
| God the n
Hall,
“I ““ COTL Ve
AR It is likely
bhe was about.
any tator W i
man of h —
Ing the interes:
tures, was
of age;: lsuhe
morw) |y the Chrl=g
Converted at ten | of




