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Wollenden assented in sllence. For |

the [irst time, perbaps, he fully real-
ized the eternal pity ol seing o man
0 distinguished the vietim of a hope-
lesa and Incurable manla. He watched
him sitting at the head of his table,
conrteons, gantle, dignilied ; noted too

the alr of Intellsctual abstraction
which followed apon bis lnst speech,
and in which he seemad to dwell for
the rest of the time during which
they sat together. Instinctively he
krew what disillusionment must mean
for him. Fooner anything than that,
It must never be. Mever ! he repeated
filrmiy o himsell, as he smoked a soli-
tary cigar later on In the emply
smoking-room. Whatever happens he
must be suved from that, There was
o kpock at the door, ami In response
to his lnvitation to enter, Mr. Blather-
wick eame In. Wollenden, who was in
the humor to prefer anyone's soclety
te his own, greeted him pleasantly,
and whetled up an easy chalr opposite
ta» his own.

“tome to have a smoke, EBlather-
wiok 7 he snid, ‘*That's right. Try
one of these cignrs ; the governor's are
all right, but they are in such shock-
ing eondition."

Mr. Blatherwick accepted one with
some hesitntlon, and puffed slowly at
It with an alr of great deliberation.
He was a young man of mild demeanor
and deportment, and clerleal aspira-
tlons. He wore thick spectacles, and
wulfered from chronic billonsness.

“T am much obliged to yom, Lord
Welfenden,” he sald. I seldom smoke
elgnrs—it I8 not good for my sight.
An oceasionnl cignrette is all 1 per-
mit mysell.”

Wolfenden groaned Inwardly, for his
regniins were priceless, and not to be
replaced ; but he said nothing.

“1 have taken the liberty,
Wollenden,” Mr. Diatherwick contin-
ged, “of bringing for your inspection
a letter 1 recelved this morning. It 1s,
I presome, Iintended for n practical
Joke, nndy 1 need not say that I intend
to treat It as snch. At the same time
a® yon were in the honse, T imagined
that no—er—harm wonld ensue if 1
ventured to ask for your opinion.”

He handed an open letter to Wolf-
enden, who took It and

through It waa dated ““— Lon-

don.” and lore the postmark of lhei

previous day.
“Ar. Arnold Blatherwick:

“Dear #ir,—The writer of this let-|
ter I» prepared to offer you one thoo-

sand pounds in return for n certain
pervier which yon are In a position
to perform. The detalls of that ser-
vice can only be explalned to you in o
peromal intervicw, but broadly speak-
Ing % 1s as follows:

“You are engnged ns private secre-
tary to the Farl of Deringham, Intely
an ndmiral In the British navy. Your
Authes, It is presumed, are fo copy nnil
revhwe papers and ealenlations havineg
reforenoe to the coast defences nand
navy of Great Britain. The writer is

lmeell encaged npon n Fomewhat #lm- |

lar tark, bt not having had the [ae'l-
Ities arcorided te Lord Deringham. |Is
wl* haat one or two Important partien-
lare The serviee required of yon Is the
supplving of these, and for this you
are offered one thonsand ponnds

“sa a man of honor you mny pos-
aihly hesitate to at onee emhrace this

work 1o practicnlly useless, for it is
the work ol n Innatic T on 1':*1':1"-:1‘”,
from vour Intimate assnciation with
him, mast know that this stntement is
tree. He will never be able to zive
cohereat form to the mnss of statis-

tice and information which he has col- | Grand Hotel on Thursday for lunch,

| apd meet this mysterious person.”

leeted. Therefore vou ilo him no harm
in spplvineT these few particnlars to

one who will be able to make use of |

them The snm you are offered is ont

of all proportion to thelr valne—a few |

months® delay and they conld enslly
be acqnired by the writer withont the
expenditure of o ginele  hallfpenny.
That, however, is not the point.

“7 am rich and [ have no time to
spare. Hence this offer. 1 tnke it that
you are a man of common wense, and
1 take It for granted, therefore, thnt
yom will not hesiinte to accept this
offer Your ncnuiescence will be ns-
sumnd If you lunch at the Girani Hotel,

(‘romer, between one and two, OR

Thureday following the recelpt of this
letter You will then be put in full pos-
seasion of all the Information neces-
eary to the earrying nut of the pro-
poenlk made to you Yon nre well
known to the writer, who will tnke
the liheety of joining you at your

table™
The letter ended thos somewhat |
sbhenp*ly. Wollenden, who hl only

ghaneed It through nt first, now re-
read 1t earefully
back to DPlatherwiok.

“J**s a very curlons I‘nm'mul'-lr'.n-
Hon,” he eaid, thonghtfully, “u Very
eurions commnnication Indeed I do
no’ know what to think of 18"

Mr FPlntherwlek Inid  down his
elenr with an alr of great rellef. e
world have liked to have thrown it
aw~ ¥, but darcd not

“ 1t munst sarely be intended f_nr n |
prart'on]l loke Lorl Wolfenden,” he

snhil. * Elther th't o= m¥ mrrnamnf’l_:
ant has beea Indicron 1v mi Informed,

» Yon do rot consider, then, that m¥
fnther's work ‘s of any value at nll ?
Wo'fenden asked,

Mr. Blatherwck conehel npologot-

teally, and watched the extinetion of,

the r'gar by his  slle with obvlous

sat &l 1etlon.

“ Yo "'[}"I:I I, I nm ENre, PTF"r“r,"' e

sald, “that 1 glve yon A nperfectly
ehra'ghtforw el answar tn tht qua

. ]—er—ranrof eon~elre that th~
:l'tf:t IE]HI‘I'I which hiz 1or 1ahin anllare

ergaeed cean e of thea el'ghtodt 10

terest or ns to anvholy, 1 enn assure
you Lord Wolfenden. that my brain
at t'mes resle—po itively fr:;h—frnm
the extrroriinary nntar* o ~ mann-
err'pts which vonr father has pnssed
an to me to conv, [t ¢ ~nt that they
are merely technlcal, they nre abeo-
lutely and entirely meaningless. You
nek me for my np’ninniul.r:mi "i;fu:il.:r:;
= conraive It ¥ m
den, anl 1 - n:n nu‘ft{e
gure that h's lorm! hip 18 not in & t
state of m'nd to undertake any gerions

to answer you honestly.

work.”

* The rson who wrote that let-
ter.” Wﬁ'ﬂnﬂen remarked, * thought

ﬂm--‘."
i lr e

* a{r. Blatherw ck retorted quickly,
!T;'Infnﬂ it was written in good fnith,
in mearcely likely to know =0 mueh
about h's lordship’s cowlition of wmind
as 1, who have spent the greater por

Lord |

read It ¢4 Jenve to-morrow by an early train.”

= - ——

| nesented,
{ don't you see how ensy It will be for

Then he handed It

person Whn wrota that 1~t-

-

ton of every day for three months
w.th him.*

“ Do you consider that my father is

getting worse, Mr.
Wolfenden asked.

“A week ago' Mr,
sald, “I should have replied that hls
lordship’s state of minu was exactly
the same as whwm [ first came here.
But there has been a change for the
worse during the last week. It com-

Blatherwick ™

menced with his sudden, and, I am
bound to say, unfounded suspicion of

M'se Merton, whom I telieve to be 2
;::;nt estimable and worthy young
n !‘ll

Mr. Blatherwick pru<el, an1 appear-
“1 to he tronhlad with a &light congh.
The sm’le whi‘h Wo'f nlen was not
altogether able to conceal seemed
gomewhat to inerease his embarrass-
ment.

“The extraordinary occurrence of
last night, which her Iadyship has
rrobal lv detii'e | t2 you* Mr. Elather-
wick rotinrgal, “wai tharext devil™n
ment of what, I fear., we can only

regard as Jdownr!ght insanity. I regret

having to spenk so plalnly, but I am
afraid that any milder phrase would
be inapplicable.”

“1 am very sorry to hear this”
Waolfenden remarked gravely.

“Under the cireumstances™ Mr.
Blatherw'eck sald, picking up his
c'gnr which was now extinct, and
immediately laying It down agnin,
“1 trust that vou and Lady Dering-
ham will excuse my not giving the
enstomary notice of my desire to
leave. It Iz, of course, impossible for
me to continoe to deaw a—er—stl-
pend such as T am in recelpt of for
serviees so lodicronsly inadequate.”

“Lady Deringhnm willl be sorry to
have vyou go" Wolfenden enld.
“Couldn't you put up with it o little
longer 7"

“1 would much prefer to leave,” Mr.
Platherwick enld decldediy. “I am not
physieally stromg, and I must confess
that His Lordship's attitude at times
positively alarms me. 1 fear that
there lg no doubt that he committed
an unprovoked assault Inst night up-
on that unfortunate keeper. ‘There
is—er—no telling whom he might se-
Iret for hig next vietim. If quite con-
venlent, Lord Wolfenden, I should like

“Oh! you can't go S0 BOON AR
that,” Wolfenden sald. “How about
this letter ™

“You can take oany steps Yyou
think proper with regard to it,” Mr.
Riatherwick answered nervously. “Per-
eomnlly I have nothlng to do with 1t.
I thought of go'ng to spend n week
with an aunt of mine in Cornwall,
and I should like to leave by the
early train to-morrow."

Wolfenden coulid scarcely keep (rom
laughing, although he woas a little
nnnoyed.

“Look here, Blatherwick,” he snld,
“vou must help me a little before youn
go, there's o good fellow. 1 don't doubt
for o moment what you say aboat
the poor old governor's condition of
mind ; but at the same time it's rather
an odd thing, isn't it, that hls own
sudden fear of having hls work stolen
is followed up by tle recelpt of this
letter to you? There is some one, nt
any rate, who places a very high
valus upon his manunseripts. I must

| aay that [ should like to know whom

| that letter enme from."
o'fer. Yo need not ! [ord Leringham’s |

“I ean assure you,” Mr. Blatherwick
gald, “that I have not the [alntest
iden."

“Of courso you haven't,"” Wollenden
a little impatiently. * But

ng to find out ? You must go to the

“I would very much rather not,” Mr,
Blatherwick declaredd promptly. *1
glioull feel exceedingly uncomflortable ,
I should not like it at all ™

“Look here,” Wollenden sald per-
suasively, “1 must find out who write
that letter, and can only do so with
your help. Yon need only be there,
1 will come up directly I have marked
the man who comes to your table.
Your presence is all that s required ;
ank 1 shall take it as n favor Il yon
wlll allow me to make you a present
of a fifty-pound note.”

Mr. Blatherwick flushed o little
and hesitated. He had brothers and
sisters, whose brigging up was a ter-
rible &train upon the slim purse of
his father, a country clergyman,
and a great deal could be done with
[ifty pounds. It was agninst his con-
gclence ng well ns his inclinations to
remain in a post where hls  dotles
were n farce, but this was different.

He righed.

“You are very generona, Lord Wol-
fenden,” he sald. “I will stay uutil
after Thuorsday."

“There's n good fellow,” Wollenlen
snld, much relieved. “"Have another
cignr 7"

Mr. Blatherwick rose hastily, and
shook his head. “*Yon must excuse me,
ilf vou please,” he said. “I will not
smoke any more. 1 think if you will
not mind—"

Wollenden turned to the
and held up his hand.

window

“Listen I" he snld. “Is that a car-

ringe at this time of night ?"

A earringe It certainly was, passing
. by the window. In a moment they
- heard it draw up at the front door,

anid someone alighted.
“Odd time f[or
remarked.
Mr. Blatherwick did not reply. e,

| too, was listening. In a moment they
heard the rustl ng of & woman's skirta
outside, and the smoking-room door

opened.

CHAPTER XV.

Tho Coming and Going of Mr. Frank-

lin Wilmot.

Both men looked up as Lady Dering-
ham entered the room, carefully clus-
ing the door behind her. She had a
card in her hand, and an open letter.

“Wollenden," she sald. ] am se glad
that you are here. It is most fortu-
singular has
You will be able to tell

nate ; something very
happened.
me what to do.”

Mr. Blatherwick rose quletly
left the room.

Wolfenden was all attention.

““omrone lhas just arrived,” bhe re-

mnrked.

“A gentleman, a complete stranger,”
“This is his card. He
seemed surpriss that his name woas
not fam'linr to ms. He was quite sure

ghe assented.

that you would koow it."

Wolfenden took the card between

Blatherwick

callers,” Wolfenden

and

his fingers and read It out.

“Mr. Franklin Wilmot."

He was thoughtful [or o moment.
The name was familiar enough, but
lie could not immedlately remember
in what eonnection. Suddeuly It
flashed lnto his mind.

“Of course! he exclaimed. He is o
famous physicilan—a very great swell,
goes to ﬁ;ﬂurl and all that !

Lady Deringham nodded.

“He has introduced himsell a8 a
ﬂl{ has brought this f D

8 £t letter from Dr.
Whitlets.™

Wollenden took the note from bher
hand. It was written on hall a sheet
of paper, and apparently in great

“Dear Lady Deringham,—My old
friend, Frauklin Wlimo., who hus been
staying at Cromer, has just called
upou me, We have been having a chat,
and he ls extremely interested in
Deringham's ecase, s0 much so that I
had arranged to come over with bim
this evening to sce if you would care
to have his opinlon. Unfortunately,
however, I have been summoned to
attend a patient nearly ten miles
away—a bad acecident, I fear—and
Wilmot 18 leaviug for town to-morrow
morning. I suggested, however, that
he m'ght ecall on his way back to
Cromer, and if vou would Kindly let
him see Lord Deringham I should be
glad, as his epinion woul | be of mater-
inl assistance to me. Wilmot's reputa-
t'on as the greatest living authrolty
on cnsges of partial manin 13 doubtless
known to you, and as he never, under
any ecircumstanzes, vi its patints out-
side London, It would be a great pisy
to lose this opportunity.

“In great haste, and begging you
to excose this serawl. I am, dear Lady
Deringham, yours sincerely,

“ Jolhin Whitlett.

" P. 8.—You w:ll please not offer hlm
any fee.”

Wolfenden folded up the letter and
returned it.

“ Well, I supposr it's all right,” he
snid, “It's an oud time, though, to
call on an errand of this sors.”

“80 I thought,” Lndy Deringham
agreed ; “but Dr. Whitlett's explana-
t on seems perfectly feaslble, does 1t
noty I sald that I would consult you.
You wll come in and sea him "

Wolfenden followed his mother Into
the drawing-room. A tall, dark man
was sitting In o corner, under a palm
tree. In one hand he held o magazine,
the pletures of which he appeared to
bo studying with the ald ol an eye
glass, the other was raised to his
mouth. He was In the act of Indulg-
ing In a yawn when Wolfenden and his
mother entered the room.

“This I8 my fon, Lord Wollenden,”
ghe sald. * Dr. Franklin Wilmot."

The two men bowed.

“ Lndy Deringhnm has explalned to
you the reason of my untimely vislt, 1
presume 7 the latter remarked at
onee,

Wolfenden assented, :

“Yes! I am nfraid that it will be
a little difflenlt to get my father to
so0 von on such shart not'ce.”

“1 wns abont to explain to Lady
Deringham, before 1 understoold that
yon were in the house,” Dr. Wilmot
sald, “that althongh that woull be
an  nidvantage, 1t Is not nbsolately
necessary at present. I should of
conrse have to examine your father
hefore giving a definlte opinion as to
hig ense, but T enn glve you n very
fair lilea ns to hls conditlon without
see'ng him at all”

Wolfenden and his mother exchang:
el glances.

“You must forglve ns” Wollenden
commenced hesitatingly, “but really
I ean searcely understand.”

“0Of eourse not,” thele visitor in.
terrupted brusquely. “ My method ls
one which ls doubtless altogether
atrunge to vou, but If yon read the
Lancet or the Medleal Journal, you
wonld have heard a good deal about
it Intely. I form my conclusions ns
ta the mental condition of o pa-
tlent nlmost altogether from a close
Inspection of thelr letters, or any
work upon which they are. or have
been, recently engnged, T Jdo not Aany
that It ls possible to do thls from
n single letter. but when a man has
n hobhy, such as I understuand Lord
Derlngham lndulges In. nnd has de
vote!l n great deal of time to real
or ilmaginary work In eonnection
with it, I am generally able, from
an study of that work. to tell how
far the braln s weakened, il at all,
and in what manner It cnn he
gtreagthened. This la only  the
erudest owtline of my theory., but
to be brief, I can give you my
oplnion as to Lord Deringhnm’s men-
tal condition, nnd my mlvice na to
its maintenance, If you will plnce
be'ore me the Intest work  upon
which lie hns been engaged. 1 hope
I Lave made mysell clear.”

“ Perfectly,” Wollenden answered,
“ It sounds very reasonable and very
interesting, but I am afrold  that
there are n few practical dlfficul-
tles in the way. In the first place.
my father does not shiow his work
or any portion of it t0o anyone. On
the other hand, he takes the most
extraordingry precatutions  to main.
tain  nbsolute secrecy with regard
to It"™

“Phat,” De. Wilmot remarked, “ls
rather a bad feature of tho case.
It is n difficalty which I shonld
imagine you ecould get over, though.
You could easily fraome sOome eXcuse
to get him away from hiw study
for u short time, amd leave me there.
Of course. the affair Is in your
hivwis altogetier, and I am presuimn-
ing thas you are auxious to have
ni opinion as to your fauther's state
of lewith, 1 win not in the hablt
of seeking patients,” he wddd, o
little stifily. =1 was luterested ln
my friend Whitlett's diseription of
the coase, nnd anxious to apply my
theories to It as it happeis w0 dil-
fer in sowme respects [rom anything
I bave mwet with lately. Forther. 1
may add,” he coutinued, glancing
nt the clock, “if anything is to be
done, It mudt be done guickly. 1
linve wo time to spare.”

“You had butter,” Wollenden sug:
gested, " stay herc for the night
wny case. We will soud you v the
stution, or into Cromer, ns euarly as
you like in the mornlog.”

“ Absolutely bupossible,” De. Wil
mot replled brieliy. 1 am staylng
with friends iun Cromer., and 1
bave o cousultation In  tuwn
carly to-morrow moruing. You must
really make up your mind at once whe-
thier you wish lor my opinion or not.”

Wollenden lovked ut him doubtlully,
There seemicd to be no possibility of
anything but advantage in accepling
this ofler, and yet in u sense e wus
sorry that it had been muade.

“In ense you shoul! atwach any spe-
¢lal importance 1o your futher's mann-
seripte,” Dr. Wilmot remwarked, wilh
i note of surcasm in his tone, 1 wight
ndd that it is not at all necessary lor
me to be alone in the study."” ¢

“I o not think,” lndy Deringham

7y F TR R
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sald, “‘that we need hesitate for a
moment about that!™

Wolfonden felt a little uncomfort-
able under the older man's keen gnze.
Neither did Le altogether like haviug
his thoughts read so uccurately.

-:%hr ; hmhl - to .T Hm.
**you cou E m
away fruL the library g a short
lenst try,” she an-

“I think,” Le sald, “that as Dr. Wil-
mot has been good enough to go out
of his way to call here, we must make
“Lady Dert f th

ringham le & ro0m.

Dr. Wilmot, whose expressioh of ab-
solute Impassiveness had not altered
In the least during thelr discussion,
turned towards Wollenden.

“Have you yoursell,” he sald, “never
seen any ol your father's manuseri
Has he never explained the scheme ol
his work to you "

Wolfenden shook lhils head.

“I know the central idea,” he an-
swered—"the weakness of our nDavy
and coast defences, and that is about
all I know. My father, even when he
was an admiral on active service, took
an absolutely pessimistic view of both.
You may perhaps remember this. The
Lords of the Admiralty used to cob-
slder him, I believe, the one great
thorn in their sides."

Dr. Wilmot shook his head.

“T have never taken any interest In
such matters,” he sald, “*My profession
has been completely abeorbing during
the last ten yeara."

Wollenden nodded.

“I know,” he remarked, “that I used
to read the newspapers and wonder
why on earth my father took such
pains to try and frighten everybody.
But he is altogether changed now. He
even avoids the subject, although 1 am
fnuite sure that it Is Lis one engrossing
thought. It ls certaln that no one
has ever given such time and concen-
trated energy to 1t before. If only his
work was the work of a sane man I
ecould understand it belng very valu-

able."
(To bhe Continued.)
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From tbe Guelph Herald, Jun. 2ith, 1901.

The death of our illustrious Sover-
elgn wlll naturally be foilowed by the
publication of many ** Lives ol the
Quean.” A well written and artis
tically produced book on Her Majesty s
life and reign will unquestionably
commmand an irmense sale. An old
book with a few pages added, a re-
hash of newspaper articles thrown to-
gether in a day, or American
by American authors, will not flil the
bill. The Herald ls glad to announce
that THE WORLD PUBLISHING
COMPANY, OF GUELPH, who have
been foremcst in the past in the pro-
duction of high class literature, have
had for some time in preparation THE
LIFE AND REIGN OF QUEEN VIC-
TORIA, which will be a standard
work of great excellence, and is being
prepared with great care, It I8 writ-
ten by John Coulter, the celebrated
Historlan and Journalist from Len-
don. England, assisted by John A.
Cooper, editor of the Canadlan Maga-
zino, Toronto. Mr. Cooper will give
special attention to Canada under the
Queen's Relgn, Including the visit of
the Prince of Wales to Canada, and
the Regal nnd Vice-Regal connection
of Her Majesty with the country.

From advanced sheets and prospec-
tuses that have been examined, the
Rerald takes pleasure In stating that
the workmanship will be more than
excellent. There will be a great num-
ber of portraite anl engravinzs, all
of which are genuine works of art,
and equal to the best work to be
found in any magazine ol the day.
The paper and manufacture will be
In keeping with the high character of
the publication, and the whole 18 in
very great contrast to an opposition
work which has been submitted to us
for \nspection.,

The Herald predicts g sale of this
LIFE OF THE QUEEN greater than
ha® ever been reachel by any other
book In Canada, as, it seems to us,
overy loyal subject will desire a copy.
The work Is to be sold at t;‘ ln:r wlm
to bring 1t within the rench of all.

Tha :grr-rtﬁmmﬂntr of “THE WORLD
PUBLISHING COMPANY,” calling for
agents, will be found in another col-
umn of our issve of to-day.

THE PARSUN KNEW.

Scurvy Trick Played on & Timid
Bridegroom.

The Woman's Journal is responsi-
ble for this story— .

The groom eutgred alone and sald
confidentially—

“Do you use the word ‘obey’ in your
marria gervice, Mr. — "

":‘m."geauhl the minister, “I do not,
usually.”

“\"-'eﬂ.“ gald the expectant bene-
diet, *I have come to ask you tr'.]
marry me now, ani 1 want it ned,

“Certalnly,” repled the other. "It
shall be uone,” and presently the
couple stood solemnly before Lim.

“James T———" sald the clergy-
man, “do you take this woman to bz
your wedded wife?”

III {]u.ii

“Do vou absolutely promise to love,
to honor amd obey her so long as
jyou both shall live " :

Horror and rebeliion struggled with
the sanctities of the occaslon on the
bridegroom’s face, but he chokingiy
responded—*1 do,"” and the meek br.de
decorously promised In her turn,

After the ceremony wae over the
bridegroom sall excitedly aslle to the
grave minister—

“You fnisunderstood me, sir, you
misunierstool me! I referred to the
woman's promising to obey.”

“zh, did you, indeed ?” serenely an-
gwered his reverence, “But I think
vhat 18 good for one side is good for
the other, don't you? And, my frlend,
it 18 my advice to you to say noth-
\ng about it, for as an old married
man, I can tell you you'll have to

obey anyhow.”
What We Do In Life.

A gtatistlclan has estimated that
a man [ifty years old has worked
8,500 days, has slept 6,00), has am-

used himself 4,000, his walked 120 0

miles, hie been 11l 500 days, has par-
tuken of 26000 meals, eaten 105,000
pounds of meat and 4,000 of [fish.
egegs., and vegetables, and drunk
7.000 gallons of fluids.

Minard's Liniment Cures Colds, ete,

Dost tliou love life? Then do not
gguander time, for that is the stulf
life is made of.—Frankiio.

pta?:

CHINESE BURIAL CUSTOMS:

Most Celestials Provide for

Returning Their Benes to
o :

(Pekin Cerrespat.dence N. Y. Sun.)

When a person dies tn China, If the | gicket inland we delver him at M

members of his familly have sulflclent
money #0 mourn for him properly.
they send out and get professional
mournerg. ‘'These mourners come in

and according %o their pay enthus
‘iastically wall for the departed. They ]| It wag draggsd

keep It up day and night until the
time set for the funeral and then
they %ollow the body to the field or

to the river k where It is to rest,
But the burial doesn't 1tluke place

then. The dead man has to walt for ﬂ

the arrival of the “auspicions time"

l destination.”

About this time there was & COD-

. motion around the forward hatch,
| and a erowd of the whites among the

ghip's crew bhaapled up a ooffin with
the body of the deaxd Chinaman in It.
along the deck and
holgted up and putt in one of the life-

. boatg, where it remained during the
! bhalanes of the journey.

. “Why don't you mike the China~
' men_help in pulling the ooffin out of
. the hoid and putting it in the boat ™

, asked the passenger,

“Those fellows?’ demandod the

2 : - mete, pointing to his Chinese crew ;
before his bones are finally vovered, | - - 3
The auspleious time is settied by the | 499 couldn't hire a Chinamaa te

astrologers. They cast the horoscope
of the deceased and then they study
the heavens., The auspicious time
does not arrive until the particular

star or planet under which the man |

was boro Is at the proper angle with
the sun and earth and s as near as
possible over the spot where the
burial le to take place. Then the
astrologers say that this time has

arrived, the [riends or the {amily of |

the deceased go to the fleld or the
river bank and shovel earth over the
coflln, making a perfect mound, which
is supposed never to be disturbed.
Any disturbance of it Is a desecra-
tion to be avenged by the descemd-
ants of the deceased.

Besldes seeing that the deceasad ls
properly mourned for and at the

ausplelous time is buried, it is oble- |

gatory on the relatives to provide
proper clothlag for the doparted sphrit
and money to enable hlm to pay his
way in the spirlt land, "There are
dozens of stores in  Chinese
where one will see great bundles of
slivered paper made up in the shape
of little boots or shoes similar to
the silver shoes that pass for money
all over the empire. This ks spirit
money. In the same stores il you
inquire you will find paper clothing
and paper trunks. When the collio
containing the vody is taken to the
spot where at the end of a moath
or six months, or perhaps a yeur, It
i to be burix, the relatives buy a
lot nf thio spirit money and several
suits of paper clothing and a8 trunk
wr 50 and take it out Lo the gr. ve,
shere they surn it beslde the collin,
Whether the spirit pockets the smoke
or what It does, the Chinese say that
the act provides the money neces-
sary ln the spirit lund and the cloih-
ing that will make the spirit pre-
eentable to his fellow spirits, Driv-
ing along a river bank near Shangaal
a distance of about two miies the
Sun correspopdent counted eighteen
coffine that were walting for the
“nusplelous time.” some of them
were new and sume had been out so
long that they were weatherbeaten.

Ou this subject ol cofilns It may
be sald here that a most accepta-
ble present from a youth to his old
folks Is a coflin, or, better still, two
collins in which they may be buried
when they dle. The presentation |s
In no wise a hint that it Is time the
recipient should use the preseat, but
is a mark of (lllal affection that Is
always appreciated, The presenta-
tion is usually accompanied by a good
deal of ceremony, possibiy by a band
and always by great rejoicing. The
old folks who receive the colfing put
them away in tiwe best roow in the
houre and never lose Gn opporta-
nity to show them to their Iriends,
If your sons don't present a collin
to you It Is not at all out of the
way for you to go out and buy one
for yoursell and put it aside for the
day when you will need it, 1t is Just
as much the custom to provide your-
eelf with a collin before you die as
it 18 In the United States Lo pro-
vide a family lot in a cewetery 1o
receilve your remalins,

The most conspicuous thing in the
yvamen of the Viceroy of the Prov-
ince of Chili when the eivil govern-
ment of the allies took possession in
Tientsin was a handsome hardwood
coffin that the Viceroy had pro-
vided for himsell or that had been
provided for him. It held the post
of honor in the yamen. But in his
case the forethought had been all for
naught, for the allies came to him
80 suddenly that he had to escapo
from hi® yamen through a hole in
the rear wall, and later he coounit-
ted suioide and his body went [lloat-
ing down the river along with those
of thousands of other Chinamen who
had been killed during the [ight or
by the soldicrs of the allies after the
city had been taken., His collin was
thrownont on o woodpilg in the rear
of the yamen.

One of the things thatds Chinaman
fears most is, that he will die away
from home, and his body will not find
a resting place beside those of his
apcestors. The ship on which the
correspondent came to  China car-
ried a number of Chinamen as steor-
age passcngers. One day one of
these passengers died.

“We'll have a burial at sea,” said
n first-class passenger to the [lirst
mate.

“Not on your life,” scid the mate.
“Do yvou think we'd throw away $201
Not much."

“What <o you mean ™ asked the
[irst-glass passenger.

“Moean,"” sald the mate, “mean wnat
I say. That passenger is worth 523
more dead than alive . The doctor
gets $12 and tae ship $13."

“How," demanded the pass2nger.

“Why,” sild the mate, “no China-
min wants to be bur.ed away from
his ancesiwors, and voe of the things
that the Chinese B.x Companles in
8.n Francwsco does I8 to insure China-
men agalpgs that, When a Chinawan
lunds 1o America or In Capada he
pys a certaln amount to the H.x
Companies and that insures that his
boay sh il reach home If he dies. The
B8ix Comp.mep has a contract with
the gle..mship company, and it pays
$25 for every dead Chinaman we de
liver 1n China. 82 we never bury
them at sea. The doctur embalms the
boay and the company allows h.m $12
;@ his share. Yes, slr, a deal China-
m:n 18 worth 5235 more to us thap a
live one.”

“Where in China do you deliver the
bodies "' asked the passenger.

“Wherever the corpss's L cdet o lis
for delivery,” a1 the mate. “If he
bought a ticket through to Canton
we take him thege, or if he bought a
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touch a dead body unless that was
. his regular business. The Chinese whe

| hapdle the dead are looked on as out-
| cagta by the other Chinamen.™

It g a law in China that pno under-
' taker or a descendant of an under-
taker to the fourth generation shall
hold public office, In thls undertakers
are put on the same plane with bar-
. bers, actore and prostitutes,

One of the most essential things for
' a man in China who dies away [rom
' home Is a white rooster. A white
rooster 18 needed to guide his spirit

 to the resting place of his ancestors,

| His friends wiill look after his body,
' and will see that it is carried to the
ll-'[mt. but Lhere must be a rooster
| to guide the spirit, There are 0o
hearses in China and the cofling are
| carried on poles borne on the shoul-
ders of coolies, When a body e be-
ing transported n cousiderable dis-
| tance to reach the resting place of
ite ancestors the white rooster s
perched on the top of the colfia in
| front and the more times it crows
| the less chance there is of the aplrit
| of the departed losing ils way. A
Chinaman would rather die thans
lose an arm or a leg, because all
| Chinamen bolieve that if you are not
| fully equipped with members when
| you enter the next world you will
' never be able to repaigthe loss there,
' and Il you die miunus leg, Tor Im-
| stance, youn will go through eternily
minus a leg. This is the reason that
death by tlicing is the most Aread-
ed of all forms of punishment, and be-
heading is the next most dreaded,
By the flrst process the body is sup-
| posed to be sliced in a thousand
| pleces, and usually it 18, and It 1=
impo=sible to sew it together again,
A beheaded man must travel throngh
eternity without any head, or il his
friends sucesed In getting his head
and In sewing it vt agaln, they
| must do so with fthe Tace to the
' rear, and that is the way the apirit
has to wear it for ever, |

Pralse for Grand Trank.

Among the many complimentary let-
‘ ters received by the passenger des
1 partment of the Grand Trunk Hnllway
| eyetem on it service on the Lhirough
1lrul|1u between DBoston and Chicage
| ana Montreal, is one from a pronuonent
' business man at the Hub, who writes
to Mr. G. T. Bell. gzeneral passenger
and ticket agent, in part, as lollows—

“ When I visited Denver I travelled
in both directions brtween Bostou and
Chicago, via the Graud Trunk Iiail=
way, and nothing could have lw=m
bett r.e p cl liy thz ¢l ¢ Ing cars r=
vice, without chang:, on the & o elock
train from Chicago, eastbound, and
on the 1130 a.m. train (rom Boston,
westbound, The dining-car servies on

| the Grand Truak is unsurpassad by
' any in the country, and has very lew

equals ; and, in fact, it might be snid

| that there are perliaps two or Lhree

raoades that have reached practical
perfection In dining=car service, and
the Grand Trunk is one of them. The
cale-car system (not a buffet, bot
where you can get things that are
eatable and desirable, perfeetly
gerved) on your through day trains,
especially on the rua between Mont-

real and Toronto, |s unosurpassed,
both as to accommodation nnd
culelne.

+ 1a addition, I beli>ve that there le
no traveller who may select this
route between the East and the
West, but will like myself, have nothe
iz but words of praise. At al! timos
it is Interesting travelling through
Canada, and the road between Mont=
real and Toronto is eapecially beawtd
ful along the 8t. Lawrence River.”

Some 19th Century Wonders.

If the telescope of the sevinteenth
century reveals to us myriads of
gung, the spectroscope of the nime-
teenth tells us whut substances
compose Lhese suns, and, most won-
derful of ail, the direction and cale
in which each is moving. The mar
juer's compass casily yilelds pace Lo
Morse's electric telegraph, perfects
od in 1814, while the uselul barome-
ter and thermomster are certainly
leas wonderful than Bell's  Leles
phone and Edison's phonograph. Dr.
Toetgen's “X' rays, which pierce the
hidden recesses of mature, and, ht-
erally speaking, reveal the lnner mamg
Marconi's wireless telegraphy : U-
quid air; the bacillus or germ theory
of disease, form a notable group of
the latest wonders.

—

l..i-; on Lhe Stomach.

Result of imperfect digestion —
pressing up against the beart It ex-
cites alarming symptoms. Instanl re-
llef 18 afforded by the use ol Lea
drons of Nervilipe in a little sweel-

| ened water, haill an hour alter the

meal. Nerviline aids digestion, ex-
pels the gas and imparts a sense of
comfort. MNerviline is good for = lot
ol other things beskdes. Keep it im
the house for Rheumatism, Cramps,
Neuralgia, Tootbache. Druggists weM
it.

Germans tiolng to Brazxil.

German settlements in 8ou'h Amey
jen are thy mast fourihing of which
th» fatherland can boast. BSinoe The
bogloning of th~ pesent century Ger-
mon cm'grants baive strugged nga nst
fearful odds to establish (hemsel.ee
in Southern Brazil, with the result
that tordaiy It Is claim~d that nyuar-
tar of a milion lul bitants of Gorm-e
extraction find o comfortabe h me
there. Large Germon colon'es ~x'st
in Rlo d» Janeiro, B rhia and o bapr
purely Brazilian places, but th: Ger
mans almost eall thair own {h- Drae
gi'lan  proviness of Parna, Saata
Caterina and e Orande de Bal ‘

—




