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The Siege of Pekin Legations:

Dr. Morrison’s Graphic Story of the Siege of the Pekin Legations, as
Furnished to the London Times.
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On tha 24, a party of Germans and, had avalled themselves of the quiot

Americans, leaving the Austrians and
Freach in charge of the uer-
man barricade, advanced

to throw up earthworks in the
Carriage Park alongside the British

again | Legation, in the Mongod market be-

westward along the wall sweeping | tween the British and Russian Lega-

the way elear past the American
Legation for 200 yards towards the
Chéen Men, the other great gate on

ed to their own barricade, while
the Americans retained the position
which haa been thos galned. At
the head of the ramp behind the Le-
gatlon they began to build hastily
a covering wall to shelter them from
the fire which was shortly rained
alopg the open surface from the
wesl. The German and American
barricades were now distant from
each other about 500 yards,

No Enemy Could Live

between them, and the security ol
the American Legation was in-
creased tenfold. . But a great blund-
er was made at this stage. The
Americans built a barricade across
the wall froom the ramp to the
eastern corner of the bastlon, leav-
ing the bastion owtside their lines.

enemy ewiltly seized the nd-
vantage offered them. They mount-
ed the wall by the next ramp to
the west and, under cover of night,
threw au cxactly corresponding bar-
rieade across the wall to the western
corner of che bastion. Thus there
were two barricades facing each
other at a distanece of 80 1 .pds. The
Christian coclies worked all night at
#trengtheniug the barricade, whi'e
e&mall picketa of Germans and Ttus-
siana were sent to assist the Amer-
leans to hold the position, which was
subsequentiy held by the Britiah and
Russiine in conjunction with the Am-
ericans.,

'own In the besieged area the
enemy pressed upon every side. Ag-in
they attempted to fire the British
Legntion from the Mongol market on
the west, but a sortie was made hy
British marines and volanteers, and
the Chiness were driven from house
0 house out of the market.

The Work Was Danzerous

and Captain Halliday was dan-
geronsly wounded, while Captaln
Strouts had an extraordinary
escape, the bullet
akin above the earotid artery. The
sortie was entirely sucecessful . som®
riflem were eaptured and ammuni-
tlon, which was more precious than
pllver. The bulldings were then f{ir-
& by us, the firg being kept under
controi, which cleared a long .lis-
tance round the west of the Leza-
tion.

Fortifieation procesded withont in- | smerican barricade was the outpost

termission, and !l the defences of
the besieged area quickly gatherml
wtrength. For the first Lime in
war art was a featare in the forti-
fleation. Sandbags were of evoery
oolor under the sun, and ol avery
texture. BSilks and satins, cartains
and earpets and embrolderies were
ruthlessly cat up into sandbags, In
the Prince’s Fu the sandbags were
made of the richest silks and snatins,

grazing  the | jaophole without being shot at. Yet |

tions, and at both ends of Legatiom
street facing the Americans on the

| west anl facing the French Lega-
the west. Then the Germans.retirs | e

—

the Imperinl gifts and accamulated |

treasures of one of the eight prince-
by familie® in (China.

In the Prince's Fu the Chinese maile
o determined attempt to foree their
way into the Palace in their [renzy
to slavghter the native Chriatlans.
In the angle of the wall in the
portheastern conrt of the Malace
they made a breach in the wall, and
rushed wildly in. But the Japanecse
were waiting for them, and from loop
bholes they had mad~ opposite rolled
them over like rabbits, driving them
helter-skelter back again. Some 20
were killed, and buat for the anstoeadi-
pess of Lthe Italians who were assist-
ing the Japanese, the execution
would have been greater. The Chi-
mese were driven back, but the same
evening they threw fireballs of pe-
troleum over the wall and set fire
to the building. Flames epread to
the splendid main pavilion of the
Palace. The Japancse in their turn
were drivea back, and the Christians
escaping from the burning bnilding
overflowed from the Fu into all that
quarter lying between the Palace
grounds and Legation street.

Chinese Freachery.

On June 23, a truly Criental meth-
o of weakening our defence was at-
tempted by the Chinese. Up to four
in the afternoon the shooling of ri-
flee and fiell gnus had been vontin-
wona, when suddenly bugles were
sounded north, east, south and
wewt, and as if by magic the fliring
ceased. It was under perfect con-
trol—=Inmperial control commanded by
responsible central authority. The
sllence abruptly following the fusi!-
lade was striking. Then an official
of low runk wa® seen to allix to
the parapet of the North bridge
near the British Legation a board
Inscribed with 18 Chinese characters
— “Imperial command to  protect
Ministers and stop liring. A despatch
will be handed at the Imperial Canal
Bridge.” A placand whereon was
written, “Despateh wi.] be received,”
was eent by one of the Chiasse
clerks employed at the Legation, but
when he approached the bridge, n
hundred rifles from the Imperial Pal-
ace gate were levelled at him. The
despateh was never received.

The Arctifice Decrived Xo One.

Treachery was fcared, vigilance
war redoabled. =andbage were
thrown on positions which during fire
were untenable. S0 that when at
midnight the general attack was
made upon us we were prepared and
every man was at his post. The sur-
prise had [ailad. As firing had
ceased 80 it began.  Horns  were
pounded, and then from every quar-
ter a hail of bullet: poured over us,
sweeping throagh the trees and
striking witli sharp impact the roofs
of the pavilions. No harm was done

though the nolse was terriflic. Great |

steadiness wns shown by the men.
They lay quietly behind the sawl-
bags, and not ghiot was fired i
reply. It was suggestad as an ex-
planation of this wild firing that
the shots were to kill the gouardian
gspirits which were known to hover
OYVer ns. Similar fusilades took plaze

at the American Legation and at the
French Legation, with the same re-
sult. During the armistice the Chinese

!

tion corner om the east.
Lomple.e lsuv.ation.

Our isolationr was now complete,
apnd the enemy's cordon was con-
stantly drawlng closer. Every wall
beyond the lines was loopholed. Not
only was the besleged area cut off
from all ecommumcation with the
world outside Pekin, but it was cut

off from all ecommunication with
the Pei-tang. No messenger could
be inducea for love or money 1o
carry a message there. Bishop Fav-
ler and his guards muost have been
already hard pressed, for they were
exposed to the danger not only of
rifle and cannon, but of fire and star-
vation. The small garrison detached
from the guard waa
to be inadequately supplied
with ammuuition. It was known
however, that the danger of tne sit-
uation had long been foreseen by
Monseigneur Favier, who, speaking
with unequalled authority, had, weeks
before the siege, vainly urged his Min-
ister to bring troops to I'ekin.
the crisis pecame inevitable and Chris-
tian refugees poured into the city,
the Bishop endeavored to buy arms
and ammunition, so there was a hope,
though a raint one, that the Chinese
themselves had assisted in the de-
fenee. So with stores. Large quanti-
tiee of grain were stored in the 'ei-
tang, but whether sufficient for a
slege for a garrison of 3,000 souls
was not known., Their condition was
& constant source of anxiety to the
Europeans within the Legations,
who were powerless to heln  them.
Watch was kept unceasingly for any
gsign of the disaster that seemed in-
evitnble—the massacre and the con-
flngration, ' i

Toward evening of the 28th a |
Krupp gun was mounted In the
Mongol mirket occupied by Chinese
troops, the walls belng loopholed and |
lanes barricaded. And all were go close i
that you could not look through o

the American  barricade, with its |
mixed guard of Americans, Russians
and Pritish, had to be held at all|
hazards, otherwise the Krupp gun
conld be brought down the wall and
play havoc upon the Legations, the
furthest of which—the British—was at |
its mearest point not 400 yards dis !
tant. Still more exposed than the |
on the wall held by the Germans. At
first they had been reinforced by the |
French and Austrians, but the neelis
of the French Legation were egually
pregsing and the guards were with-
drawn and a small picket of DbErit-
ish sent to aid the Germans. Already
the Germans had jost terribly, for
the outpost was situated at a dis-
tance of 250 yards from the Legation
and the reliefs were exposed through-
out: this distauce to fire [rom a hun-
tlred] snipers. One hundred yards  in
front of the German barricade was |
the Chinese barricade, picturesgue
with the
Banners of Lung Yu.

Here was mounted a Krupp gun.
from which shells burst over the
GGerman barricade, seriously wound- |
ing two of the six British who were |
there on gunrd. On the eame day that |
this happened two Germans on |
guard at the barricade were shot
through the head stone dead, n third |
wak shot through the head, but is |
gtill living—a marvellous recovery— |
a fourth was wounled in the face by !
a shell, a fifth was shot through !
the thigh in the same deadly corner. |
Two men going to relieve guard were |
shot by snipers, one slightly, |
through the hand, the other fatally i
through the right leg—=he died [rom
tetanus 11 days later: while, to!
crown the mlsfortunes of the day, |
Corporal Robert Goelitz, who wore |
the war medal given him only last
Yeur for an act of herrizsm
in the field at Kiaochau,
wins shot through the head and |
died instantancously. Altogether this
barrier on th> wall cost in the one
day four men k'lled and six wounded.
Durlng th~ nicht the position was held
by eight Germans and three British.
In th morninz of Jo'v 1st the Chin
ree cl'mbed up the ramp and surprised
the guard. Th: order 'was hastily
g'ven to retire, and ‘th> picket.
shiken by its losss of yesterday, left
the wall. 'Th~ German non-commis=
&loned officer who gave the order was
severely blamed for thmns abandoning
a position that he had been ordered to
holid. Withdrawal left th Americans
exposed in “he rear. They aaw the
Germans  retire, and in o panle fell
hack to thr Legation, reshing pellmell
down th* ramp. Nothing had occurred
at thoe barricade iteell to justify the
retreat, althouch two men had fallen
within a few hours before. Yet the
wall was tho key of the position and
hid to be maintained. A conferencq
was held at the British Legation,
aml as a result orders were given
to return to the post. Captain Myers
at once took back a strong detach-
ment of fourteen Americans, ten Brit-
ish and ten Russians, nnd re-occuapled
the barricade ns if pothing had hap-
pened. The Chinese, ignorant that
the post had been evacuated, lost
their opportunity. s

Then the guard in the French Le-
gation was driven a stage further
hark, and M. Wnagner, a volunteer,
was killed by the bursting of a shell
He was a voung Frenchman of much
ronrage anl anirit, the Aeting Postal
Secretary In the Maritime Customs
nnler Sir Robert Hart, with a rareer
onening before him of moch promise.
The son &f a former Consul General
at Bhanghnai, he was the first eivil-
ian to lay down hiz life in the defence
of women and ehlldren in Pekin.

A Gallunr ~“gr e,

It was a day of misfortunes. In the

n [ ternoan the most disastrous
sortie of the slege Wi
attempted, A EKrupp gun was

not 00 yards from th: British Legn-
tion, and fire was oprned upon a
storied tuilding occupied by marines
'n th> south court of th» Legatlon.

- #cribed the operation—"The

i
I
|
known ’
I
i
|

When |

! thrown Into

| loopholed,

Fired at :howt rang? the shells
erazh~d throngh the roof and walls.
For an hour the bombardment con-

tinued, but no one was injured, though
n erack racing pony in th> stables
below was killed and next dav eaten.
It was determined to capture this gun,
#0.in th> early morning a forcee con-
sisting of 26 British. 10 Germans, 10
Russ’ans, b French and 5 Ttalians, and
about 20 volunteersa made a sortie
from ths Legation to try and capture
th® gun and burn th> houses covering
it ; bat
The Attempt Was a Fiasco.

Th> men got tangled up in the lanes
#0 that tha reserve lins with the kero-
sene marched ahead of th» firing line:
thare was a Babel of volces, no one
knew where to go, the captain lost
h& head, and set fire to she houscs in
the rear, and the men retreated
pell-mell. As the British marine de-
' capt'n,
@ gez, ‘garn boys, garn, chawge boys,
chawge,” against a bloomin' ‘ouse
wall, ' waves 'is bloomin’ arms in
the alr and then 'e sets fire to the
‘ouse be'ind us.” This was a bungle.
The Chinese, however, were alarined,
Attack on the French Legatlon
French and German Legations haa
saffered heavily .The German Lega-
tion was especially exposed, and since
the soldlers were more than their al-
lies, disdainful of cover, the small
band, numbering originally only 50
men, was being daily reduced in oum-
bers. Their commanding ollicer,
Gral Foden, was untiving in his duty,
working, as he had to do, siugle

| handed.

On the 29th the French Legation
was hard pressed, One of their offi-

CeTs, th m‘dshipman, Herbert,
was  shot. Reinforcements were
hastily wsent from the Fu, and

the attack was repulsed: but
some of the outer bulldings ol the
Legation were burned, and  the
French had to retire further into the
[egation. In this siega It wans strik-
ing what a powerful part petrolenm
was made to play. ; Already the
French Legation had suffered more
severely than any other Legation ; of
their 45 men 10 had been killed or
wounded. Krupp guns had  been
mounted not 50 yards to the east-
ward. and the eastern walls of the
pavilions were being gradually and
syvetematically battered into rains,
All day now anmd ontil the cessation
of hoetilities shells were pounding in-
to the French Legation, into Chamot's
hotel, and from the Chien Men on the
wall promiscuously, everywhere. Much
property was destroyed, but, though
the ehells burst everywhers and es-
capes were marvellous, few people
were hit.,
A Day of Misfortunes,

Thwe cordon was drawing closer. In
the Fu nearly one-third of the build-
ingz had been abandoned and the
Japanese retlred to a second line
ol defence. Shells were fired by the
hundred. On the 29th 70 shells were
the British Legation.
The difficulty of holding the Ameri-
can and German barricades on the

Celty wall was inemasing. The posi-

tions were
Krupp gun
Lo the

verf much exposed. A

Was brounght close
American barricade,
The tusso Chinese Bank and
all the buildings near were
firing at short range into the Fu (i.e.,
the I'ricee’s Palaee), was n  serious
menace to our communientions. Cap-
tain Paolini, the ltalinnw officer, con-
ceived the dea that he could capture
the gun If volunteers could be given
him and if the Japanese could ‘assist.
The Japanese under Colonel Shibn
readily did so; they forced their way
to a rendezvous agreed upon, losing
one man killed and two wounded,
Their sacriflce was fruitleas; they
wajited, but, the position being un-
tenable, they retired.

Meanwhile o party of 16 Italians,

| four Austrians, two Frenchmen, seven

writish m aines and five British stu-
dents, wei'e led by Captain Paolini to
the capture of the gun. He conceived
that the gun was to the northeast
of the Fu, to be reached by a lane
running from Canal street opposite
the PBritish Legation eastward. No

| one knew that this wns his conceps
| tion. One hundred yvards up this lane

chere was a high Chinese barricade ;
the houses on the north aide of the
lane were held by the Chinese nnd
F'rom o position pceapled
by Captaln Toole’s men in the Hanlin
the lane conid be enfiladed. They were
therefore on wateh, expectinz that
the Chinese were to be taken in the
renr and driven down the lane into
the canal. Close to the barricade
there wne a hole in the wall of the
Fu from which a previous attempt
had been made to enter the lane. The
It=lian eaptain was ignorant ol the
exigtence of this hole. Then, to the
amazement of the Dritish who were
watching it from the Hanlin, the men
were lined up under the wall opposite,
and after waiting a little Captaln
I'nolinl called his men and dashed ap
the Iane. Wildly cheering, they fol
lowed him.
Into the Death=Tran.

By the rush they were able to ad-
vanece some distance before lire was
opened upon them. Then rilles [rom
behind the barricade and from the
loopholes broke forth. The colamn
recolled, the men [lired wildly into
the air, the captain’s arm [ell pow-
erless, two Itnlinns fell dead. Tha
men were  turning to  rush back
when they saw  the man-hole, and
immediately the Itallans and Aus-
trinny, who were leading, made a
dash for It and fought like wild
beasts to burst {heir way tLhrough.
One British marine, badly wounded,
s~ pe! haek down the Inne. The
five British students, Russell, Bris-
tow, Hancock, rlaherty and Town-
gend, acted with admirable self-
possession. Mrojecting  slightly into
the lane on the opposite side from
the man-hole was a house which
gave Just sufficient ecover. Thare
the men stood for shelter, for they
were the lag of the detachment.
Then afl  the marines having got
safely through, the students fired o
volley into the barricade, and one
man rushed across, then the foar
fired and another rashed nacross. In
this way all passed unscathed, un-
til the last man, Townsend, who
wns glruck just as he entered the

hole by two, bullets, one throuzh
the back of the shoulder, another
through the thigh. The [ive youug
men acted like veterans. DBristow

ehowed conspicuous coolness, for in

TORONTO
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———

his dash across he picked up a Lﬂ{-l-*

Metford rifle which a marine had
let fall.

Thus, by this eflective sortie our
small garriron was reduced by threa
men kiilled, one officer aml four men
amd one volunteer wounded. Fortu-
nately it wa® no worse.

The gun that was nod captuced was
brought up again next day into
play, and contimued battering down
the Fu walls. The enemy were work-
ing their way ever nearer to the
reflugee Christians. Their rage to
reach the Christians was appalling.
They cursed them from over (he wall,
hurled stones and threw sghells to ex-
plode overhead. Only after the ar-
m &ti*r, wh~n we recelved the Pokin
Gazette, did we find that word to
burn out and slanzh »= " ' »p L
had come from the highest in the
land. ' _ '

 he Japapese were driven sti!ll far-
ther back. Already they had lost
heavily for upoa them had fallen the
brunt of a defensce, the gallantry of
which surpassed all pralse. When
the siege was raised it was found
that of the entire force of . marines
oty five men had esqap2d without
wounds ; one was wounded five times.
Equally lmpressed were most of

with the coarage and conlness uander
fire of the Chinese coolies. One
morning five of them were
wourlkled going up the ramp
to the American barricade. With-
ount thelr assistanee our danger
would have been increased tenfold.

Many were ki'led and wounded when
working under fire. On July Znd Mr.
KojJima, an attache of the Japanese
Legitlon, wos killed and also  two
Japanese marines. On the same dav
a German marine was shot dead
while gtonding in the [irst secre-
tary's room in the German Legation.
A coolie was ghot in the lez while
digging a grave in the British Lega- |
tion, Shots fell everywhere. Twice
witmn the British Leg-tion n pigeon
w s Etruck by n stray bullet.

Evervone worke:d at the defences.
One of the Ministers—such w~a the
emulation of all to do something—
offered hig services to the British of-
firer comm> ndinge. H~ volunteered to
keep wateh and wateh by night, but
his offer was hamoered hy qualifi~a- |
tions. He was eager to keep wateh,
he gid, but he was very shortsizht-
ed, he conld see nothing at night,
and e had never handled a gan. His
offer wongs not accepted, but the spirit
whirh prompted him to make it was
admired.

A Desperate Counnter-Vove,

At daybreak on July 3rd the Chin-
ege barricade on the top ol the wall
near the American outpost wis suc-
cessiully atormed by o party of Brit-
isn, Amerlcans, and Ruasians, under
the leadership of Captala Myers, Cap-
tain Vroublevsky and Mr. MNigel Oil-
phant, I have spoken of the error
committed In the construction of the
American barricade, which left the
width of the bastion outside instead
of within the American lines. The
two barricades [aced each other at
the distance of the width of the bas-

tion, which was on the left. Then the
Chinese, working with great clever-
ness, always keeping under sheiler,
pushed rorward a covering wall
across the bastion, until it eurved
round and reached the left-hand cor-
ner of the American breastwork.
Here they began erecting o emall |
fort, the centre of which was 2o
feet from the centre of the nearest
American picket. The position was
intolerable, It was imperative to rush
the barricade and drive out the Chin-
ese : rothing else could he done. ,
An nttack was planned for 8 in the
morning, and before that hour a
st woree of PBritish w8 sanu over
from the Legation. The combined
force axsembled for the attack con-
sisted of 26 British marines under
Sergeant Murphy and Corporasl tre-
gory, with Mr. Nigel Oliphant as vol-
unteer, 15 Russions under Captain
Vroublevsky, and 153 Americans, all
being under the command of Captain
Myers. When asked il they came wil-
lingly one American begged to be re- |
lievedd and was sent below. This lelt |
the total foree at 56, of whom 14 |
were Ampericans. Bo close were the
Chinese that it was only a couple of |
jumpe from our barricade to their |
fort. There was a rush to be first |
over, the fort was stormed, and dash- |
ing round the covering wall the *foe-
ecign devils” charged ochind the barri- |
cade, Taken by surprise, the Chinese
firedd into the air, {led Incontinently,
and were ghot Jdown as they ran
along the open surface of the wall.
Captain Vroubleveky and his detach-
ment acted with epecial  gallantry,
for thelr duty it was to attack the
(‘hinese barrieade in the [ront, while
the Dritish and Americans took It in
the resr. Two banners markeld “'Gen-
eral Ma"™ were captured. Filteen Chin-
esee goldiers of Tung-fubh-siing  were
killed outright and many more must |

have heen  wounded. Some  rifles
and ammunition were captured.
Captain Myers was woanded jn the

knee by tripping over a falle# spear,
two Americans, Turner and Thomas
—one having accidentally jomped on
the wroag gide of the barricaile—
were killed, and Corporal Gregory
was wounded in the floot.

Most of the zhelling was now di-
ricted agalnst the Frenpch and Ger-
man lLegations an! Chamo'%s Hotel
The boftel was struck 91 times amd
several times set on fire, but  the
flame wae cextingalshed, Work rcon-
tinued there, however hot the shell-
ing, for food had to be prepared
there for half the community in Pe-
kin, Russians, French, Germans :and
Austriane. The energy of Chamot
was marvellons. He [ed the troops
and a crowd of Christian refugees,
killed his own mules and horses,
ground hie own wheat., amntd haked
200 loaves a day. Shelled out of the
kitchen he baked in the parlor. His
conrage insplred the Chinese, and
they followed him ander fire with an
amazing conlidence.

British Legation Hard=1resaed.

Then swddenly a new attempt was
made to reduce the British Legation.
Guns firing round shot, B-pounders and
4-pounders were mounted on the
Imperial City wall averlooking from
the north the Hanlin and the British
Legation. With glasses—the dis-
tance was only 350 yvards—one conld
clearly ses the «fificers and distin-
guigh their Imperial Peacoek feathers
and Mandarin hats. Adjoinine the
hattery an upper row of stoneg on
the wall was rais2d to form loop-
holes for sharpshooters, who econld
thus enfilade th> eanal and onr eome-
municatons eastward. Round shot
were hurled into the Hanlin and
erashed through the roofe of the
British Legation. One piereed bhath
walls of the dining-room, passing be-
hind the portrait of the Queen, Two
came crashing throuneh the walls of
a student's room where a few min-

| fTrom 20 yarde' distance,

utes before Sir Claude MaeDonald
had been standing watching the pre-

parations heing made to bombard us.
Apother struck the room of a lady
who was in bad and fell at her side,
Apother ploughed through the carts,
Three battaries in all, carrying live
guns, were monnted on the Imperial
City wall, where the bombardment
could be witnessed by the Empress
Dowager and her counsellors, and
day after day round srhot were
thrown from them into the British
Legation, inty a compound crowded
with women and children. ‘This e
what his Excellency Lo Feng-Luh
was deseribing to Lord SBalishury as

Hely v wtive protecilon to o the |
Fi‘ing L[[Ett o : I'[-"-I'J'II! Ak, “’i h_ LwWao \'lililllt.rl'_!f'ri mounntied

British Legation.”

J . David Oliphant, of | ]
On July O Mr. Da P ton guard beh'nd ths sandbazs, while

the British Legation, was killed. He
was felling a tree by the well in the
Hanlin, when he was siot by  sniper
cencealed in a roof in the Imperial

¥ . ¥ i r i 1 | & . - .
Carriage Park, and died within ai | were soldiers and a Chines® Christiag

hour.
The Chinese Pressing Un.

Day by day the Chinese wore pres-
ging s more closcly. in the Fu Lthey
were gradually wedging thelr way
in northeast 80 48 v cut the com-
munications between the British and
the Legations to the east. They
burnaed their way [rom house Lo
house. Keeping ander cover, they set
alight the gables within reach by
torcheas of ‘cloth soak:d in kerosenc
held at the end of long poldes. If the
roofs were beyond reach they threw
over firzballs of kerowene, or, il still
further, shot inio them with oar-
rows frelghted with buorning cloth.
In thia way and with the use of the
heavy gum, they battered a Wiy
though tne houwsss and courtyards
of the Prinee's Palace. A daring at-
templt made by the Japanese to cap-
ture the gun resnleed in [ullure. Cool-
ies [nlled them when they were wi.lh-
in four yards of suwccess, and they
were [orced to retire. Their gallant
leader, Captain Ando, was shot in
the throat while waving on his men;
one marine wonad eericie.dy wounded,
anl one Christian volunteer killed.

By the Sth the position In the Fu
war alarming, for the Japanese [orce
had baen redeced to 12 marines and
14 voluntecrs ; yet with decreasing
nembers they were constantly call-
ed uvpon to d:fend a lenger line. Itein-
forcements were seni hem of halfl
i dogen Custome and student volun-
teera and of six Dritien marines.

In the northweat corner of an ar-
Liliclial rockery were stationed a
mixed force of 15 llalians and five
Austrians. Dot the position was an
exposed one, and it waes difficult to
keep the southerners at thelr posts.
They were sall to have po lack of
gpirit, but their forte was in at-
tack. They lack=d the dull, patl-
ent courage of gitting beldnd loop-
holes cooped up in a sandbag shelter
within earshot of the enemy. They
were always running away. On the
OUtlr there was a swiden panic, a
stampede and the posidon was eva-
cuated. The civilian in charge, Mr.
LCaetanl, of the [talian Legation,
acted with much courage and induced
his men to return. Five Austrians
were ket away and Dritizh marines
ut in thelr placca. Ever aflter
wardasa a British nicket was kept
there. The pogition was one of con-
Etant solicitude, Tor the lose of Lthe

- Fu would have Imperiiled the British

Legation. A Krupp gun mounted [ift)
Yarie away had the range and
raked the post with shell and shrap-
nel. To etrengthen the breastwork,
exposure to rifle fire was incurred
while Lo
reach the post required crossing a
zone of fire which wae perhaps the
hottest In the whole of the delences.
Many men were wounded there, and
one Itallan had his hiend blown ofl.
=hell fire finally made it impoesible
to live there. The advanced poris
were abandoned, and the sentries
fell back to the main picket. No
sooner was the advanced post aban
doned tham it was occupied by the
Chinese, and the defences we had
made were turned against us.
French and German Lesations,
Mecanwhile, the French and Ger-
man Legalins were being roughly
handled, annd men were Ialling daily.
At the German Legation shells hurst
thrugh the Minister's
Fioron.
conspicuons by their height, were
uninhabitable, but every member of
the Legat.on remained at his post.
=0, too, in thi French
where the Austriang were, Dr. and
Madame von Hosthorn remained by
the side of their men. Chinese and
French were s eloge that the volees
of the Chinese officers could be heard
encouraging their men. Chinese
were within the Legation itself.
Their guns literally bombarded the
Minister’'s residenes a bout portant,
and the naise of the exploding shells
was lerrific. Yet the men never
flinched. On the Sth the Ausirian
commander, Captain Thomann, of the
Zenta, was Killed by the bursting of
a shell. He was talking at the time
to Captain Labrousse and Captain
Darcy, but they escaped unscathed.
Then, still pressing us eloser, the Chi-
nese brought a Krapp goan along from
the Chien Men and nwounted it be-
Lind a wall on the top of the eity
wall, in a position directly facing
the American barricade, at a dis-
tance of 40 yards. Suddenly the Chi-
nese threw open an embrasure un-
covering the gun, and [lired point
blank at the wall in front of them
behind which were the tea Pritish
amd two Ruossians. The shell burst
overhead, but po one 'was hit. The
Ean was in a moment withdeawn.
At the second shot the British fell
flat down, the shell burst, they nmp-
e to their feet and fired a vo'ley
intoe the breach. It was quick work,
smartly and bravely done, but the
position could not have been held.
Before, however, any casualties ooe-
curred a curious thing happened. At
the [ifth round when the gun was

fired a mass of bricks and earth
were thrown outwards. A while
breach had been formed by the

bursting «f the gun or by the wave
of concussion, and the gun was #il-
comt.

A Nay of Heavy Losses.

July 11th was a day of many eas-
ualties. One German was mortally
wounded ;: one Englishman, one Ital
lnn and one Japanese wers serious-
ly wounded. Mr. Nigel Oliphant,
volunteer, s-received a bullet wound in
the leg, while Mr. Naraharn, Lhe
well-known secretary of the Tonun
ren Legatlon, wounded by the barst
ing of a ehell, suifered  cowmpound
frocture of the leg, which from ihe
first gave caouse [or anviely. -
gradun/ly sank and died on Jduly
24th. Mr. Narahara was a bri'll
ant Chinese scholar, He was for
merly private secretary to Marquis
Ito and was present at the peace

negotintions in Shimonoseki in 1805,
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He was universally respected. In a
reckless attempt to capture a (hin.
e banner three Frenchmen wers
wounded, one of them, M. Grulnge st
fatally. He was an engineer om the
Luhan Rallway, who had escsoped
from the burning of the Chang MHsiy
Tien before the outbreak of hosiil
ities.  Chinese banuvers, indeed, hang
templingly close to every oulpost
Oae morning we awoke to find oge
waving from a sandbag shelter in
Lhe ecarringe walk over Lhe Very
will of the British Legation. No mar
Ine counld suffer such an affront. Dur
e the day Borgt. Preston, of the

b wall. shot two aslldl r2 Who were

' hiz mates scized the flaz and haked it

|

nto th» compound.  On th» 11th 18
presoners were enplured. by 1h e Frooneh
1 a templke near th: Legation. They

zave information as to
L OULE,

: vh i where
Every one of th=m was put

| 1o death without merey in the French

Legation, bayoneted by & French cor
poral to save cartridges. Quostloned
before death they gave mu-h informa
tion thit was obviously false. One
man, however, declared that a mine
was being driven under the Freach
Legation. His story had a quick cor
oloration. As the aflternoon of the
13th was closing a lelat attack was
made on th: Japanese cntrea-hments
in the Fu. Then the sound of mauy
bugles was hard from the camps
mund th: Freach Legation, to e (ol
lowed n a few minutes by

A Teiritie Explosion.
and in a moament or two by another,

 and bricks and debris were haried into
 th> alr. It was a dall roar in the

| of Chinese,

Legation, |
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maist of th devidsh cries of hordes
shrieking like spirits in
n=ll, the rattle of musketry and the
Loovim of heavy guns. Th: mine of
which the prisoner had warned us hind
expioded and barst an entrance into
th* French Legation.,

When the first mine exploded
French Captain Darey, the Austriag
Chairge d'Affaire:, two Prench marines
and Mr. D<tolin, o il (0 tomi, were
standing over th: death teap. Mr. Des
telan was burlsd up to th: neck, but
wis rescusd unhart. The two marines
were engulled, and ith Ir bodlss woers
never recoverad., Capt. Darey and Dr
von Rosthorn  escaps] miraculoasly.
Th> latter was buried by the first
cxplosion and released unburt a mo
ment or two later by the second.

Th+ bulldings they left were sob lire
ver ind th» ruinz were o cupied by the
Chinese, and when the [llamss had
iurnt out  lmpoerial hianners Were
lingtexdd over the rains of what had
once been the residence of the French
Minlster. And whil> this tragedy was
ing <enucted in Pekin th: Chinese
Amiassador in  Parls was assuring
ih* Prosident that his Govermment
was “proteeting” th* Freach Legation
and “providing Its staffl with food.”

B nmltanconsly with this attack
upon the French Legation ths Chiness

made a determined a-smit upon the
(rerman Ligution, 1the clfective
sEtrength of  wlewe garrlson nom

bered only one officer and {hirty-one
men, They broke into the club along
glde th:* Lecatlon, and were on  the
tennis ground whn Count Soden and
o bhandfu! of German soldiers gal
lantly chairgad them at the po'nt of
th bayonet and drove them ont head
long.

Reinforcements of nine Tlussians
filwd livee German  volunteers, uandar
Herr von Btrauch, came up at the
double, but their services wore not
neaded. The attack was over. Unld
forms on th* dead Ch'nese showed that
th: attack had been carried out by
th-

Troops of Yung Lu.
reinforeed by  the savagrs of Tung
AL Siang. Some of th dend were
armed with the latest pattern Mouser
and  th* newest German army ™
vauver, Some  ammunition, of which
ih* guards were in mu~h need, was
recovered and distributed among the
Jdapanese and [tailans,

A Chinese Communication.

On July 14th, a messeager sept
out on the 10th, with a letter for
the troops, returned Lo the British
Legntion. He had been arrestod by
crue | i ten, and
Loken, he said, (o the Yamen of
Yung lau, and there given the fol
lowing letter, purportng Lo be writ
ten by Prince Ching “amd others”
andaressed Lo Lthe Britikh Minisias,
it was the firft communication of
any kind whatsoever Lhat J1a
reached v (rom outside Tor nearly
one  month.

“For the Inst ten dave Lhe ol
diers nnd militin have been fighling
nna thess: has been no commamnica
tion belween us, 1o our greal anXe
iety. Some time ago we ¥r U 0
board, expressing our intentions, hoa
o answer has been received, apd
cotirary Lo expectation, Lhe Jor
clgn soldiers made renewssl attacks,
causing alarm and suspicion ameng
soldiers and people.

“Yesterday the troops captured a
comert named Chin FEeo-hDel and
lcarned from him that all the fm
cign Ministers were well, wheh
sl us very great entisfaclon

“But at the time of leaving the Lo
happens. The reinforcements ol for
elEn troops were log ago stopjped
and tarned bick by the Boxers and
if. in accordance with ey ious
agrecment, we were to gaard yvouar
Excellencles out of the city, there
are s0 many Boxers ou the roadto
Tien Teln and Taku that we should
be apprehensive of misadventure

“We now =equest vour Exeeilen-
cles Lo [lirst take your lomilies and
the various members of your stalls,
and leave vour Legations in detach-
mirnie. We s=hould select trusl
worthy offleers to give close and
#trict protection, and you wshoui
temporarily reside in the Tsong-ll-
Yamen, pending future arrangemenls
for yvour return home, in order to pre
serve (riendly relations intact from
beginning to end,

“But at the time of leaving the Le-

gations there must on no  account
whatever be taken any single armed
Hﬂlﬂl‘:"‘!", in ornder to '|p|'r"n*:|1|. Joubt

and fear on the part of the Troops
gl l"':"[-'l"[i’u !.1_“_. !:HF' it W Iare I 1“!.'1‘
dents,

o i | "llrﬂl"
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balnge the limif time. and to loé
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the time
ip you, Com-

will not ennble ne to Ik
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(Signed) Prinee Ching and others

July 14, 1900, ;
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