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Pekin Legations:

Dr. Morrison’s Graphic Story of the Siege of the Pekin Legations, as
Furnished to the London Times.
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were attacked by “Box-

and entirely burnt to the

; the soldiers witnessed, if they

| assist in the burning. But

. events were to happen that

y. In the aftermoon news

Pekin that Mr. Sugiyama,

of the Japanese Le-

had been murdered by sol-

He had been sent by his Min-

a second time to Machia-pu to
awalt the arrival

gate on the way to the sta-
he was seized by the soldiers of
slang, dragged from his
done to death in the pres-
a crowd of Chinese who wit-
his #truggles with unpitying
st and unconcenled satisfac
A "mafoo” in the service
american Legation walting at
- in the vain hope of seeing
_ traln arrive, was -nrn::d t;p ng:;r
| in the l{rﬂm of the forelgners.
‘He rode to the Yung-ting Men, where
Be saw the foreigner dead and muti-
lated, but was not permitted to en-
ter, and, riding furiously, he came
vound by another gate and so breath-
Joaw Into the Legation. Mr. Narahara,
fhe second Secretary, at once went
B0 the Yamen, but no attempt was
made to recover the body. The heart
was cut out, aml there 8 every rea-
®son to believe was sent as a trophy
%0 the savage General Tung-fmh-slang
Blmself. No attempt was ever made
0 recover the body, and the lollow-
morning my servant, sent by me
%0 inquire, found his mutilated body
~ woughly covered with earth at the
1 where it had been murdered.
- leg was exposed, and children,

i

- %o the amusement of thelr elders, were

gk A

at It with sticks.
decree pnblished after the mur-
attributed the crime to the ac-
of does ontside the city

: it was notorious that the

fer was committed by the soldiers

Mng-fuh-slang, the favorite body-
ard of the Empress Dowager. In
o : General Nieh was cen-

1. apparently for his too ener-
» treatment of the “Boxers,” but
permitted to retain his com-
and make amends for his mis-
. Chao Shu-chiao, who knew
he master he was gervine, pub
his report on the “Boxer”
$roubles at Cho-chau and on the rall-
“ay, and with sublime effrontery nt.
#ributed the disasters not to the
*Roxers’ but to the foreign-drilled
poldiers of General Nieh. Telegranph
sommunication by every route had
been cut. Almost the Jast of the aer-
wants who were not Christians had
fled from thelr mastcrs.

On the 12th a deputation, conslst-
Ing of Chi Hsin, a member of the
Grand Counecil and newly appointed
%0 the Yamen, Hsu Ching.cheng, the
ex-Minister, the “Boxer"” leader
Chao Shu-chino, anll another Manchu,
oalled upon the British Minister. Chi
Bslu made a long address, his theme

the enduring nature of the
friendshlp between China and Eng-
nd and the duty which China has
always recognized ns a sacred obli-
tlon to protect the members of
Legations who were her guests
and the strangers within her walls.
Chl Helv assured the Minister that
¢h* movement was at an end, that all
was now tranquil, and that there
was po more reason to fear. Yet the
very nmnext day Baron Von Ketteler
himeell captared a “Boxer” from amlid
the crowd In Legation street. He
oarried the consecrated headpiece,
and war armed with o sword. Round
his walst he had a belt containing a
talisman of yellow Ppaper smeared
with mystic red symbols, by which
he was rendered “impermeable
L] forelgn bulleta.™ And in
ghe afternoon the “Boxers” came
down in force from the
north of the city and the burning of
foreign buildings began.

Th> cry aruvse thait the Boxers were
voming. Every man ran to his post, n
cordon was estaul sh:d roand the for
elgn quarter and no one was allowed
%0 pass. Guards were on watch at all
:‘dlqutlonu. but their nuombers

OVer 0 many posts were very
nadequate, and they were still fur-
ther reduced by the guards detached
for duty at tho Pei- Cathedral,
wwhere, three mlles distant within the
Emperial City, were thered in the
one great compound

B

ngees,
» who had fled from the massacre
the country.

A rd of five Austrians was sent
40 Be Lega The Aus
trians, with thelr machine com-
imanded th: Customs street, to
the north ; the Il:-nilul.t;lth a one-
pounder, commanded Legation
street to the east. The British with
thelr Nordenfeldt swept ths Canal

to the north and the North

the Rusgians were on ths

1 hrlm. while the Americans
with their t

ol

| roar the Tung-tang, or east Cathe-

|

dral, shot [lames Into the sky. The
old Green Church in the northeast of
the city, the London Mission build-
Ings, the handsome pile of the Amer-
lcan Board Mission, and the entire

bulidings belonging to the Im-

Maritime Customs In the east
city burned thronghout the night. It
was an appalling sight.

Late In the night a large party of
“Boxers,” bearing torches, were seen
moving down Customs street towards
the Austrian Legation. The machine
gun mounied was Iin waiting for
them. They were allowed to come
within 150 yards in the open street
near the t crosa road, and then
the order was given and tha gun
rained forth death. It was a gratelul
sound. The torches disappesred. They
and none, we thought, could have es-
caped. Eagerly we went forth to
eount the dead, exrnecting to find
them in heaps. But there was not one
dead. The gun had been aimed very
wide of the mark. T'wo hundred yards
north of tha “Boxers” thare & a place
where, 30 feet above the level rond,
the telegraph wires crossed to the
etation, Next morning they were
found to have been cut hv the Aus
trian fMre. The only persons who sufl-
fered injury were possible waylarers
two mile® up the street. There can
be little doubt that thie fivsco helped
to confirm the “Paxers” in a bellef
in thelr invulnerabliity.

The Tung-tang, or east Cathedral,
having been burned, it wae clear
that the Nao-tung. the south Cathe-
dral, was In danger. Pere Garrigues,
the aged priest of the Tung-tang,
had refused Lo leave his post and had
perished In the [flames. But
fathers and sisters at the Nan-tang
might yet be saved. Their lives were
in great peril; it was necessary
to act quickly. A party of French
gentlemen, led by ™. Fliche, of the

| serolls,

French Legation, and accompanied by
M.and Mmei. Chamot, rode out
night and early the following morn-

at |
| Chien Men gate, which direetly faces

ing safely escorted to the hotel every |
member of the m'ssion—FPere d'Addosio |

and his two oolleagues, a French |
brother, five elsters of charity, and
fome twenty native nuns of the Or-
der of Josephine. They were rescued
Just in time, Scarcely had they reach-

ed a place of safety when the splen-
did edifice they had forsaken was in
flames. To the sky wreathed

the '

emoke, a pillar of clond marking the |
destruction, not of a faith, but of a |

nation. ‘This historic
and Schaal, with its memorial

pile of Verbiest |
tab- |

let given to the eathedral by the Em- |

peror Ka Hsi, was ruthless] 'ri-
oo, ng a ithlessly sacri

It continued burning all dav, |

the region round it, the chief Catho- |
“ﬂ' E";"nt"rf of I'E‘t‘ﬂ, b{‘ll]g }[;Eﬂ h-urnt__[

and |

Acves of houses were destroved ,
thel

Christians in thousands put to
aword,

Wateh was still kept. Streets with- |
in the area to be defended were kept
clear. Barricades were thrown up

and every preparation begun for the |

defence which seemed

inevitable, |

though there was still hope that re- .

inforcements would arrive before it
was too late, Postal couriers were
prevented from passing through the
enemy's lines, and only the scantiest
information reached us from outside,
During the evening “Boxers” were
killed on the north bridge endeavoring

| advantage over

to rush the Britlsh sentries. |

On the 15th rescue parties were
sent out by the American and

Blan Legations in the morning,

in the afternoon, to save, il possible,
native Christinns from
ruine around the Nantang.

Blrhts were witnessed. Women
children were hacked to pleces,
truseed like fowls, with noses

Awful
anil

ani

Rus- | many minutes later my boy burst into

and | my office— " Any man

by the Britlsh and German Legations |

the burning |

' offlcer,

passing a Taolst temple on the way,
a noted ‘“‘Boxer" meeting-place, cries
were heard within. The temple was
forclbly entered. Native Christians
had come wilhin a restricted space,
were found there, their hands tied be-
hind their backs, awalting execution
and torture. Bome had already been
put to death, and their bodies were
still warm and bleeding. All were
shockingly mutllated. Their fiendish
murderers were at their incanta-
tions,. burning incense before their
goddm, ofiering Christians in sacriflce
to thelr angered deltles. They shut
themselves within the temple, but
their defence avalled them nothing,
Every one of them, 48 in all, was in
“"Boxer” unlform armed with sword
and lanoe, Retribution was swift ;
every man was shot to death without
mercy.

In the afternoon a fire broke out
in the forelgn drug store in the native
city outside the great gnte of the
Chien Men. It was the work of “Pox-
ers,” done while the soldiers were
looking on. In order to busn the for-
elgn drug store and do the forelgners
a few pounds’ worth of damage, they
did not hesitate to Jeopardize by fire
property worth milllons of pounds,
and that Is what happened., Adjoin-
ing bulldings took fire, the flames
spread to the booksellers' street,
and the most Iinteresting street
in  China, fllled with priceless

manuscripia nand printed
wase gutted from end to
end. Fire llcked up house after
house, and sson the conflagration
was Lthe most disastrous ever known
in China, reducing to ashes the rich-
est part of Pekin, the pearl and Jewel

hooks,

the | #hops, the silk and fur, the satin and

embroidery stores, the great curio
shops, the gold and silver shops, the
melting houses, and nearly all that
was of the highest value in the me-
tropolis. Irreparable was the dam-
age done. From the street below
the fire spread to the central outer

the Imperial Palace, and which s
only thrown open for the passage of
the Emperor. An imposing temple
crowns this wall; it was engulfed in
the conflagration. The great tiled
roof with its upturned gables fell
with a crash of falling worlds, while
great volumes of smoke spread like a
pall over the Imperial Palace, fore-
boding the doom of the Imperial
house. It was a sight never to be
forgotten.

While the fre was in progress
another broke ont in the houses at
the end of Legation street, and the
triumphal archway was consume-l.
Fear of fire was to be added to other
dangers assalling uvs,

Early on thes morning of tho 20th a
meeting of the diplomatiz body was

| held at the French Legation. No reply

hia been recelved from the Tsung-li-
Yamen to th» request for an audience,
and the proposition that all the Min
isters shou'l go to th® Yamen found
no seconder. Had it been carried ont

|

there would have occurred one of the |

| most appalling massacres on record,
| Two chalra later left for the Yamen.

In the first was the German Minlster,
Baron von Ketteler, who had this
the other Minlsters,
that he spoke Chinese fiuwently. In
th» second was the Chiness Sacretary
of ths German Legation, Mr. Cordes.
News travels quickly In Pekln Not

spaakee hnve
makee kil German Minister!" It
was true. Thr German Minister had
been nassassinated by an  Imperial
The secretary had been

| grievously wounded, but, running for

men |

enrs cut off and eyves gouged out. Chi- |

nese Christians accompanied the
liefm and ran about
rinth and network of streets
Christians to come ont from
the massacre had continuel,
“Boxers” were even now shot red-
handed at their bloody work., But
thelr work was still incomplete, and
many hundreds of women and chil-
dren had escaped. They came ont of
their hiding-places, crossing them-
selves and pleading for mercy. It was
a most pitiful sight, Thousands of sol-
diers on the wall witnessed the rescue:
they had with eallous hearts witness.
ed the massacre without ever rails-

and

ing o hand to save. During the nwinl |

nights of the 13th and 14th, Duke
Lan, the brother of Prince Tuan. and
Chao Shu-chino, of the Tsung-li-Ya-
men, had followed round in their carts
to gloat over the spectacle. Yet the
Chinese Government were alterwards
to describe this masterplece, done un-
der official ke pervision bndar the very
walls of the Imperial Palace, as the
handiwork of local banditti,

More than 1,200 of the poor refu-
gees were escorted by the “foreign
devile” to a place of safety. Many
were wounded, many were burnt be-
Yond recognition. All had suffered the
loss of everything they in
the world. They were given quar-
ters in the paluce of Prince
Su, opposite the British Legation.
A-nu‘i:hlm was the aged mother
and nephew of Ching Chang, re-
cently Minister to France, and now
Chinese Commissioner to the Paris
exhibition. The nephew was cruelly
burnt ; nearly every other member of
the family was murderei. A Catholic
famlly of much distinction—a famlly
Catholic for seven generations—was
thue almoet exterminated and Its
property lald in ashes.

It was announced this day that
only “Boxers” might enter the Im-
perial City. The Government was rush-

i o mj"'au British,
une a party of
ten Americans and [filve Japanese,
with som> Volunteers, and accom-
w by u:lt;nutﬂmd Bhiba,
apincee tary attache,
trolled the east city, visitl ﬁi':
rulne in the hope that some

re- |
in the iaby- |
that
formed the quarter, calling upon the
their '
hiding-places. All through the night |

ris- |
To

h's life, shot at by n hundred rifles,
had escaped as if by a miracle. A
patrol of fifteen men under Count
Soden, the commander, went out to
recover the body. Fired on by Chinese
solillers from every side, they were
forced to retire. Lying ill in hospital,
Mr. Cordes made this
Girnphle Statement.

On the alternoon of the 19th of
Jupe 1 was sent to the Tsung Li-Ya-
men by Baron Von Ketteler, as on
the previous day, to demand once
more the withdrawal of the Kan-suh
troops of Tungfuhsiang stationed at
a distance of a few paces from our
posta in the electric light works. The
secretary who recelved me, and whom
I had known for many years, was
extremely hnerruu. There had been
A great change in the position, he
sald. The forelgn admirals had taken
the Taku forts, and it would be
very hard to keep the Chinese troops
in hand. Discussion seemed useless, I
left my message for Yung Lu, the
Grand Secretary, Commander-in-Chief,
and came away. At 5 o'clock the ul-
timatum of the Tsung-Li-Yamen was
sent to the Minlsters, giving them 24
hours’ notice to leave Pekin. Believ-
ing the note to have been Inspired by
an access of madness and g that
China might still be amenable to
reason, Baron Von Ketteler sent a
note in the evening to the Yamen
asking for an interview with the
T M e, T

a. morning.

The lllﬂ.dl"rmlpl. of this note |s

now In the. German Legation. On

the of the 20th, no word hav-

ing come from the Yamen that the
@ and Minplsters would be

able to receive my- Minister, Baron

Von Ketteler, after the

with the o*her Ml lsters, and I set

for the Yamen in two chalrs. An

armed escort of a non-commissioned

' men wae ready to

us, but the Baron declded

1 '
near the Belgian Legation and were

close to the police station on the
left. I was watching a cart with
some lance bearers passing belore
the Minister's chmir, when suddenly
I saw a sight that made my heart
stand atlll. The Minlster's chair was
three paces In front of me. | saw a
banner soldler, apparently a Manchu,
in fuli uniform, with a mandarin's
hat with a button and blue feather,
step forward, present his rifle with.
in a yard of the chair window, level
it at the Minlster's head and fire.
I shouted In terror, “Halt,” at the
same moment

The Shot Rang Out,

the chaire were thrown down. |
sprang to my feet., A shot struck me
in the lower part of my body. Others
were ['red at me. 1 saw the Minister's
chair still stauding, but there was
no movement. One moment's lhesita-
tion would have been fatal. 1 ran,
wounded as I was, lifty paces to the
north, and turned down the street
to the east, a lively rifle fire follow-
ing me. Looking ba~k 1 enw the Min-
Ister’s chalr still standing. There
was no slgn of life. Believing
to be in the street leading to the
Teung-Li-Yamen, 1 ran on, thinking
to report what had happened, and
perhaps find protection. But it was
not the street. Two men, armed with
lances, pursuned me, but, fearing 1
was armed, left m~. Then I resolved
to try and reach the American Mis-
sion bulldings near the Hata Men

Gate. Dripping with blo»l I dragged |

m_'mr-lf I'I.h"l!'lﬂ. often down rrowiled
streets [illed with Chinese who wit-
nessed my struggle without pity and
without emotion, and without even
replying to my question as to
direction. I overlicard one man re-
mark, "A foreigner who lhas got his
deserts.” Then in a quiet road, a
peddler, more humane than his
countrymen, gave me the direction,
and in half an hour
the morder of my Mnister I reached
the American Misslon. and fell faint
h’lg‘ At th entranece. My wounds were
dressed and [ was carrisd back to the
German Legation. ®* * * In conclu
glon, T afflrm that the assassination
of th: German Minister was n
erately planned, prem~ditated murder,
done In obedience to thy orders of the
high Government officials by an Im
paerial bannerman.

Such was the statement of
Heinrich Cordes, the Chinese Secre
tary. There was no more questjion
about leaving for Tien-Tsin.

Fhe Chinese Story.

Later in the day the Yamen,
dently indifferent to the

Pyl-

ment, sent ap impudent despatch to
the German Legatiom to the effect
that two Geraans had been proceed-
ing In chairs along the Hata
street, and at the mouth of the
street leading to the Tsung-li-Ya
men one of themy had fired upon the
crowd. The Chinese had retaliated and
he had been killed,
They wished to know
reply was sent,
e n mockery, Only too well the Ya
men knew whom thev had murderiel,
Weeks passed before the body
recovered, and It was not until
Hthh that any official reflerence was
made to the murder, In the course
of the morning a despatch was sent
o the Diplomatic Body in reply to
the answer they had sent to
uitimatum of yesterday. The roun
try, it is said, between Pekin ned
Tien-Tein was overrun with brigands,
and It would not be safe for the Min

his name. NO

ifters to go there. They should, there- |

fore, remain in 'ekin., It is dilffiealt
to write with ecalmness of the
treachery with which the Chiness
were now acting,
Chinese Open Fire.
Four p.un. was the hour
the ultimatum for the
vacate their Legations, but the ul
timatum had been rescinded, and the
Ministers invited to remain in Pekin

o e o T

Thus it was hoped that they would be | :
| leegation from one of the captains

lulled into A false security. Chineso
soldiers were secretly stationed

manding the ontposts. At 4 p.m. pre-
clsely to the minute, by preconcerted
slgnal, they opened lire upon the Aus
trian and French outposts. A French
marine fell, shot dead through the
forehead. An Austrian was wounded.
The slege had really begun.

At this time, June 20th, at the op-
enlng of the siege, the total strength
of the combined Legation guards
conslsted of 18 officers and 389 men,
To this Inelgnificant force the entire
foreign quarcter had to trust for its
defence. Fortunately several visitors
or resldents had received military
tralning. and they at once went on
the active list and rendered invalu-
nble service. A volunteer foree num-
bering altogether 75 men, of
whom 31 were Japanese, Was
enrolled, and armed with all
available rifles. They added greatly
to the strength of the garrison, tak-
ing watch and watch lilke the regu-
lars, fighting behind the barricades,
and never shrinking from any duty im-
posed upon them.

Thornhill’s Roughs.

There was also an irregular force
of 50 gentlemen of many nationaities,
who did garrison guard duty In the
British Legation and were most use-
ful, They were known, from the gen-
tleman who enrolled them, as *Thorn-
hill's s, and they bore them-
selves as the legitimate successors on
foot of Roosevelt's Roughriders. Arm-
ed with a variety of weapons, [rom
ah elephant rifle to the [usll de
chasse with a picture of the Grand
Prix, to all of which carving knives
had been lashed as bayonets, they
were known as the “Carving Knife
Brigade.,” They were formidable alike
to frlend and foe. For, all unaccus-
tomed as they werw to the military
art—the most experienced of them
was he who had onoce witnessed the

of the color in St. James'
Park— had a pabit of ca
the knife horizontally over the shoul-
, 80 that when they swung quick-
round the blade swept Into the
hroat of the man behind. Diversity
language was another difliculty.
of the wall on the south-
tremity of the British Le-
was not a vital nt. A sen-
selected from the

5

A

t

i

the |

nfter |

| can, Britwh,

| Eian,
|

delib- |

Mr. |

: l.lll"

gravity of |
{ the position created by the Govern

Men |

for it was [elt to |
t!m'-

Wils |
July |

| heen evacunted

fou! |
| shot

Ministers Lo |

un- |
der cover at every vantage point ocom- |

| Tugees working

one-pounder, with 120

an
25,000 rounds. an Austrian
machine-gun, and a British
five-barrel Nordenfelit, pattern 1887,
Rifle ammunition was very scanty.
100 roun-ds
the

The Japanese had only

aplece, the Russianse 145, and

ol of the other guards had only
P00 rounds per man, none too many
for a wsiege, the duration of which
could not be foreseen.

Abandoned Bulldings.

Punctually, then, at 4 o'clock Chin
e poldiers began firing upon L

]
American Colt wit.h"
|

whom they had requested to remain
in peace at Pekin. And immediat:ly
after the Austrian
abandoned. No sufficient reason has
been given for ite abandonment,
which was done so precipitately
that not an article wos saved. It
was left to Lhe mercy of the Chin-
we, and the guard retired to the
norner of Customs lane, leading west

| space round the legation
Legation was |

| Bparing.y

to the P'rince's Palace. This involy

' ed the sacrifice of Sir Nobert Harl's

| and all the Customs bulldinges,
mvwell |

nnd
advance of the Thin
As previously arrang
American mission bulldings

hartened the
e weslward,
ad, the

h“.f‘ ll-!'f"l'l ﬂh Ln ‘Irmpqt Ir 'lhp me |-I'|I1 -
. : . | wans passe:d] slong In buckels 119 A

for they were quite untenable. All
Lhe missionaries, their wives =nid
families crossed over to the British
Legation. Converts to the number |
of several hundreds joined the other |
h.fljﬂ'l'uy The captain and :{}Am”n‘i
ICAN marines returned to the Amer |
ican Legation. By an error of judg
ment on the Pt | L he f'ﬂ.]ji-‘llh
the mission was lina Iy left in n
panic. Almwst nothing was saved,
vl nearly all the stores accum
]-'l,tt'i! h;r N MeEre were bipat .-I.l_:u
British I..I*“,[I_iq,” WAE now lh'l"f'l'llj.‘,'l"'l'l
Rarely has a more cosmopol tan
gathering been gathered togelher |
within the limites of compound
Al 1he WarITie Il and echildren were
there, all the missionaries, Ameri
French and Russian, all
Customs stafll, the French, Bel

Russian, American, Spanish,
Japancee and Ita.ian Minlsters and
their [amilies, the entire mmollicial
foreign community of Pekin, with

e

the

| the exception of M. Chamot, who re

mained In his  hotel throughout,
though It was in the hottest corner
of the besieged area,

Preparing for Hostillties.

When the Austrianse withdrew [rom
tieir Legation, the British picket on
North bridge retired to the

gate, where o redoubl was
and the Nardenfeldt mounted
~lores were commalyieered, Shops
in Legation street were stripped
Sniping began and was not discon-
tineed till rellel came. Late in the
evening Mr. Huberty James, the
professor of English in the Pekin
University, was killead. He had ren- |
dered great services, for it was
thirough his infleence with Prince
Su that the palace had been thrown
open  for the Christian refogees
He seemed to howve a blind faith in !
Chinese. Prinece Bo had assured
him that Yung Lu had given him
his word that no sddier would fire
upon a forelgner, and he believed him
with the fatal cofidence that was
his undolng. To eross from the Pal-
ace to the BPBritish Legation he
went round by the North bridge,.
thoughh he knew that the bridge had
On the bridge he
wuk flired at by a soldier at short
range, ran back apparently unhurt,
and was fired at from another quar-
LEer,

main
bullt

e Ralsed His Hands.

lo " shaw he was uwnarmed, and [ell
into the canal, where volleys
were [ired into his body from the |
water gate under the Imperial cit)
wall. The murder was seen from the
British Legation. Desultory liring |
continuwed through the night. One
Russian marine wns shot dead

| through the forehead. In the morn-

ing a letter reached the American
in the relief column. Dated June 14
It was written from a point only
g0 miles from Pekin. It was a Cus-
ual, chatty letter which gave no

| indication that in the oplulon of the
| writer thers was any need lar hurry. |

At the British Legation fortifica-
tion began In real earnest, the ra-
like coolies. Sand-
bags were made by the thousand,
anda posts mounted round the Lega-

|
[
tion. A way was knocked theough |

| the houses to the Ruselan Legation, |

o Lthat the Americans, if they nad to i
fall back, could pass through to |
the British legation. During the |
day every Legation was exposed
to a continuous fire from surround- |
ing house-tops, and in the case r..l
the British Legation from the 2over

in the Imperial Carriage Park. Chin |
e put flames to the abandooed |
bulldings, and the Belgian Legation,

the Awstrian Legation, the Melho

dlst Miesion and some private houses |
were burned. -E
| oni
! tremendous, wh le

Sir Claude In Command.

June 2Znd opened disastrously. The
evening before Captain Thomann,
the Auvstrinn commander, annoupced
that a# the senlor officer he had
taken command in Pekin. This morn-
ing, hearing from an irrespousibie
American that the American Lega-
tion was abandoned, he, wilhout
taking steps Lo verily the informa-
tion, ordered the abandonment of
all the Legations east of Caunal
#ireet, the detachments to fall
back upon the British Legation.
There had been no casaalties to
#peak of, none of the Legations had
been attacked, and every commander
who recelved the order to retreat
regarded the action as madness.
Peremptory orders were sent to the
Japanese to abandon the Prince's
Palace or Fu (a® 1T shall hencelorth
call It), and they retired to their
Legation. In the British Legation
nolthing was known of the order
when, to the amazement of all, the
Italians, Austrians and Freoch
caome runnlng down tion street,
followed a little later by the Japan-
ese, and subsequently by the Ger
mans, who reca.ded their post on the
wall and marched without a wshot
being fired at thewm down under the
wall to Canal street. Americans and
Ruseians, that ali east of

| Lrees
| Englishman to fall

| deaperate work saved the

! with
| WPerP
| bulldings outside the wall of

{ e =uch

| ths Legation.
| oceupied during

| thelr rage. to destroy
| 8ot fire to the balldings. It

[ hwen

naton whi“h destrova

all their colleagues, amsumol the chilf
oot ned. The French amnd Austr-
ans recccuplied the French Legalion,
but the barrieade o Customs street
war lost. One Geriman only W AN
killed and the position was saved, out
Lthe blunder might have been diens

' Lrous.
Italiane 120, while the best provid- |

Chinese Incend arvism.

It was obvious from the Tirst that
the great danger at the British Le
gation was not s0o much from rifle
fire as from incendiarism,. lor on
three sides the compound was sar
roanded by Chinese buildingse of a
highly inflammable natuors Refors
time could be given Lo clear an cpen
i Bkl
ings to the rear of Mr Cockburn's
house wepre g8t on lire, and as the
wind was blowing strongly towards
us it seemed as il nothing coull pre
venl the fire from bursting into the
l.egation. Water had to be uo9=
for Lthe wells were Jlow
than they had been for years, ¥
the flames had to be fought Bul
ety were whistling through the
Privatr Scadding. Lthe
wiue Killed while
on wateh oo the stables near by
Men and women lined ap and water

small fire engine that was played up
un the flire Walls were Liros n
through, trees hastily eutl down, and
bullding
It was the first experience of intens
excitement Then the men &l 1o
a will, and till late at mnight
demnolishing the temple and
Lhe L&

Work wane continaed in Lhe
but when it was propossd
lywn an unimportant bulld.-
the Hanlin Academy Lthat
upon the Legation to  the
the proposition was yelo
desccration it WoiLs
gald, would wound the susceptibili
tles of th* Chinesse Governmoent It
was “th most sacred bullding In
Chna.” To lay hands apon It oven to
safeguard th* lives of beleaguered
women and childreen, ounld Dot be
thought of for [ear of wounding the
rusceptibilities of the Chinese Govern
ment! 5o little do thr oldest o' ua
understand th: Chiness.

Chinese Flred It,

A Fftrong wind was blowing [rom the
Hanlin into the Legation, the distanos
separating th: nearet bullding f rom
the Minister's residence bedng only a
f[ew [eet Fire th one nnd the Min
lster's residence would have boen In

Ention
IMErEning
Lii I'””
iNE in
nbuts
North

tdanger. Saddenly there was an alarm

o !'n--
Hanlin.
Pekin,

ithe
pile in
Aciudemy,

Smoke was rising (rom
The most venerated
th: great Imperial

| centre of all Ch'nese loaarning, with ite

priceless collection of books and mynu
scripts, was in flames. Every one who
war ofl duty rushed to the back «f
The Hanlin had been
th* night by Imper
inl soldiers, who did pot hesitate in
forelgnera, to
ware [irst
necessary to clear. the Ltempin A
breach was mada in the wall. Captain
FPoole haded a force of marines and
volunteesrs, who rasied n, divided,
srarh>d the courta, and rmmturnesd to
th* maln pavilion with 1t suprh pll
lars and memorial taldeta ol nese
wern rushing iromm other burning
balidings to th maln entrance. They
were taken by sarprise and many
war: k'lled, bat they had done thalr
evil deed. Other great libearies have
destroved by th* victorious in-
What can = thought of a
ite own most
sahered edifice, the pride and glory of
its learned men Lhrough centuresa in
order to wreak vengewnce upon the
foreigner 7
Pulling Down Hulns

To save th: Legation It was npeoes
sary to continue th* destruction and
dismantle th: library bulldings With
great difficuity, with inadequate tools,
th= bulldings were pulled down. Treep
endangering our position were feliad,
An attempt was made to rescue wpecl
mens of 1h - more valeable oo uscripus,
but few were aavexl, for th» danger
was pressing. Bir Claode MacDonald,
as soon as the e was diswovered,
despatched 8 messenger tw the Teung
H-Yamen, telling them of the fire and
urging them to send som: responside
officlals to carry away what volumes
could be rescued, but no atilention was
given to his courteous conununication,
The Dutch Legation was burned oo
the ZZnd, and next day Chinese sol-
diers set fire to the Russo-Chinese Bank
and a greater part of the bulidings
were destroved, involving n  danger
the American Legation. Chinese vol

vader.

 untee. 8 were callad for, They re poud-

el readlly, worked wi.h mach cournge
exposed to fire froan th wall, and the
Legation was saved. All the balldings
back from th® bank to the Chien Men
(th* main gate between the Chiness
and Tartar cities facing th: entrance
to the Forlddden City) seemed to be
on fire. Then all the customs bulld
ings were [ired, a0 thit flames ware
ever Side, and th: smoke was
the [(usilads was
incessant. An Itallan and a German
;:HH] of thair wounds. The firet Amer
N
than a Russian fell. They were dpop
ping off one by one, and al we
were well accustomed to Lh :-:.:‘t of
the
Stretcher and the Funeral.

Then a new terror was added to
the fears of the besieged, for the lm-
perial troops mounted a 8-in. Krupp
gun on the Chien Men, the gate op-
posite to the Forbidden City, =aod
began throwing segment shells from
a distance of 1,000 yards into the
erowded Legation. The first shell
struck the American Legation, oth-
ers burst over the British com -
pound, while others crashed into the
upper rooms of the German Legationa.
It was known that the Chinese had
ten similar guns in Pekin, while we
had pothing with which to answes

their fire, and no one ever know

where the next gun might be mouat-
ed. lmmediately ali hands dug bomb-
prool shelters for the women
children. Rifle-lire also played
the Americans from the wall quite
close to them at a distance of a few
hundred leet only, whence,
sheltered by the parapet of the
Ilr:l:.hmuld il:l.lltm the
w WASs by the Americans
Eantn: on
the street running east and
under the wall. The barricade

% e
A

firat ®

was killed, shot Trom the wall~
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