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The Worship of the Sun,

Among all the pagan races of anti-
quity there seems to have heen a uni-
‘'versal tendency to worship the sun
at this scason, just ns there was at
the chango of the other seasons, he
was regarded by them as the giver
of light and life, and the visible mani-
festation of a supreme Deity, amd
when the shortest day of the gloomy
winter haid passed, and he began his
return course, bringing warmth an:d
the reanimation of all that was
dead, there was general! rejpoicing
everywhere.

The Christian Festival.

The dedication of the 25th of De-
eember for commemorating the
birth of Christ dates back to the
fourth century. Previously it had
been the most movable of the church
feast days, and confounded by some
with the Epiphany; by others with
the feast of Tabernacles, held in Bep-
tember, while more of the Christinns
eelebrated the event in March, abont
dhe time of the Passover, and still
more as late as April or May. The
actual date of the Nativity could not
be learned with any degrée of accur-
acy, as the evidence regarding it was
traditional and likewise conflicting
and confused, 8o, after a conference
of the theologians of the East and
West, for the sake of aniformity, it
was thought best to settle upon one
particalar day, and alfter all, it was
the event, not the date of its occur-
rence, which was celebrated. Thia
agreement was the result of an in-
quiry brought about by the earnest
solicitations of =t. Cyril, of Jerusn-
lem, to Julins I, who granted an
erder for an investigation to be
made concerning the right day. The
ehlef grounds for the final decision
was the information obtained from
the tables of the censors in the
archives I Home.

Thuse the Christianse from a very
early period observed the Christmas
festival at this especial time of the
year, which made It colneident with
Ahe one held by the anclents at the
winter solstice in honor of the sun,
and from this it is easy to see how
the heathen and Christian obser-
vances became Inseparably mingled.

The Sathroalia.

y The Romans worshipped the sum
upder one of the charaeters attri-
buted to Saturn, father of the gods,
nd the [feast was called “Satur-
ja." Historians and antiguar-
iaps seem wnable to discover tbe ori-
E- of this festival, but the Romans
rived it from the Grecians, as they
'did many other of their customs, and
Ht 18 not improbable that it was in-
wtitoted In fome rude period of an-
Riquity and by other races previous
do Ite advent Into Greece.

It was the favorite recreation of
paganism and was marked by a uni-
versal license and merry-making.
Blaves were for the time belng free
apd recognized as the equals of thelr
masters, with whom they were per-
mitted to dine a® guests, 0 con-
verse with, and what waas hf:rhnpl
more relished this miserable class,
o tell their | ous owners of their
faults to thgir face, treat them as
menials and punish them for the mis-
demeanors of which they might be

ty, as they themselves were pun-
for similar offences. Nov ome was
allowed to be angry, and ne who was

comfort, would be the first
to laugh. [

All the city was Il the wildest
eommotion ; business was suspended,
and none were at work but the cooks
and confectiopers wiwr prepared the

feasts ; lousea were gayly

ted with laurel and evergrédens,

and presents passed between par-
enta and friends after the same [ash-

jon customary to-day, while the chil-
dren Invoked Saturn, as they now

cinn® it was known by the appeila |f'T'.!T.'|]'|;f'l"F of their dwellings, llﬂ!ﬂﬂl-‘.‘l
thereby to propitiate the gods, while |
| furnishing the sylvan spirits, whom |
| they - imagined rested amidst t’fil'-l
| bonghe, a shelter from the bitter |

tion of Bel o Baal, a name which
they afterward carried to tLhe
ghores of Britain, where the stran:
ritew to this god became [irmls
pront e,
The Yule Log.
The burning of the Yule log,

name taken from the Jul or Yuli
feast of the ancient Goth and =ax

ceremonles on Christmas eve, and
one of the most highly favored [
the Pagan practice to be later on
engrafted upon the Christian fest

val. :

In the old fendal day# the bringing
in and placing of the glant log on
the hearth oi the wide chimney In
the baronial hall was the gladdest
incident of the 12 daye’ frolic. This

log, destined to eranckle a welcome |

and good cheer to all comers Was
haulsd in great glee and trinmph,
each wayfarer who chanced to be
near, ralsed his hat, for he knaw Ii
wa# full of fair promises, and thut
the flames that leaped from it would
consume all old grudges, while Lhe
gpirit of anger and revenge, nurtur-
ed possibly [or years, would die out

as did its charred embers. It was

thought, too, that a plece of this log
taken out before being entirely burnt
and kept, would preserve the louse
from fire during the ensulng year,
aml when the anniversary ocama
again, the new Yule was It with
the blackened remalns of Ite pred:>.
CBESOT, ' \ .

The Christmas Candle.

As an accompaniment to the Yule
log, there was to be found in every
household a mrouster taper called the

Yule or Christmas candle, which was °

lighted early on Xmas eve and left

burning all night in honor of ‘the|
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winter weather, ummtil spring.

Sprays of the same were also hung |

up within doors, suspended [rom Lhe

wall or [‘-ii'.ua_r_", and any onn of lhl'i
 Inir pex who chanced, inadvertently,

ons, wans one of the most important | OF o0 purpose, to pass under the mis-

tletoe, she incurred the penalty of
eing then and there kissed by such
i member of the opposite sex as de-
gired to avail himself of the privilege.

Henee the legend of the mistletoe |
that has excased s0 many stolen

kissres, that has proven a booln 1o
préetty maldens and lovesick swalns

through ages without number: and |

doubtless: until the end of time It will
figure ir. the decorations of Christ-
mag, il for nothing more than its

| romantie history of love and kisses,

the part it has played in song and

| story almest since the world began,
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The Yule Doughs or Doos, were
kind of Christmas cake, found of old
in many parts ol Northern Europe.
They were especially for distribution
among the young people. In shape
they were a rough Imitation of a
human figare of varying lengthes, from
elx to twelve inches, with ralsins for
nose and eyes. Presumably these fig-
ures were intended to represent the
infant Saviour.

Other cakes of different kinds baked
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coming of the Saviour, or as the old  only at this season were to be found

country people qualntly put it, “to|
light the Saviour into the world." '

This candle could never be too hlf. and
much rivalry existed amongst house-
wives everywhere as to who should
have the largest specimen ol the
candle-maker’s art, and the one most
beauntifully moulded and decorated.

Each night while the holidays lasted |
the huge taper was lit and stood upon |

the table at , to add an extra
to the nﬁFﬁfy adorned, heavily- |

board : all during the evening it
burned, to smile upon the gayetles
that followed, for in the homes of rich
and poor, prince and peasant, until
after fth Night, neither man,
woman or child dreamed ::I.' aught else
but having fan. 3
The fashion of burning a Yule log
prevalls to a certain extent yet in a
namber of districta of d, and
t Great Britain the custom
ol the chrlmn::mmndh ﬁmn
v | one » EEpec .
universa gy _
to thelr old 'til;llll:‘t-lﬂnl
usages of ages, per-
g:-duamtn them than to any
other natlon that the practice was
transplanted in thes new world, where
for centuries It flourlshed, and up
ot g B l:;r 'L BORIL lnmllmt
B t least in those of

In the lapso of time many of these

In many places. In Cornwall, for in-
stance, each family baked a quantity
of currant cakes on Xmas eve, on the

' top of each of which the dough was

pulled up to form a sort of head-
piece called “the Christmas."” A spec-
inl cake was made for each member
of the household, but when eating
time came each one tasted a little of
everybody else's cake.

Yule babies is the term applied to
the sweatmeats given the juveniles
of Alnwich, at Yuletide. A character
called Baby Cake is found in Ben

 Johnson's “Masque of Christmas,”

but thls, we are told, refers o the
Twelfth Night eake.

An Anclent Custom.
Jul, or Yule, was anclently the name

| ramd)

i

= |

----—r-#‘---—-n-nh w.-*l-

Fisen® MAT TRV A

If ] ”_lllll?.:l . rllllllnfrl ;

llh

th :

mm[

\\W\ﬁmﬂl

o

.
N

%

1 b

¥ sl 4 /
i |1I"'

Ly kel L L

1 kindling of the log began., This was
| nlways done with a portion of 1

Yule loee of the Christmas Wreévinins,
which had been coarelolly preseryved
for the purpose. Security Trom
wng suppoas] to "1 Lo the |
from the saving of

Woe hetlde, too, |

of the Yale log o
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ways bhorned on the supper
these ocengions ns =
paniment to the Yuie

o, with accompany

varjons kinds, la nls:

tare of the Christn
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Wasanll 1Bawl.

The wassall bowl, which in da)s
gone hy played such o prominent pari
in Yuletide ca2lebrations, was in the
beginning just a toast or pledge
drunk between friemds, The word
wassall @ from the Anglo-Saxon
“wes hal,” meauning “be whole,” * e
well,” or, ag In modern usage, “‘here's
to vour health.” No medilaeval Enge
Itgh Yule eelebration but had 1t was
sl bowl with well-splead contenis
It wag the cantre of the bhoard not
only then, bnt on New Years daj

The drink it contained was com
posed of good ale, sugar, nutmeg, and
ronsted apples—erab apples  being
frequently nsed instead of the larger
kind, This brew was aler known as
“lamb's wool.”

While tshe gentry wera regaling
themselves indoors the young women
of the poorer classca went round
from house to house with gaily deco-
rated wassall bowis, singing ecarols

course, they expected gratulties.
i++++++++++++++++++++-}-+++1

i Christmas in
§ Other Countries
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The Christmas feeding of the birds
is prevalent in many of the provinces
of Norway and Sweden. Bunches of
oats are placed on the rools of
houses, on trees and fences, for them
to feed upon. Two or three days be-
fore, cartloads of sheaves are
brought into town for this purpose.
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Both rich and poor buy and place

-

Christ., by highest heaven adored
Christ, the everinsting Lord ;

In the manger born a King
While adoring angels Bing.
“Peace on earth, to man good will™
Bici the trembling sowl be still
Christ on earth has come o dwell,
Jesus, our Emannel |
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cause vou cannot give handsomely
o]l will 18 the watchword, asd
good sepse will help you W clidoss
lovely gifts for little mone)

Making presents literally with your

wn [al r tanned) liands doubles

vl iterally and centimeatall)y
often. Bosey times are these Lo
rv one, aml the stores o verlloaw
things that require small out-

1iosn "t miss bk departments

Therr never was such a harvest of
th' L‘_-_ .II _-1._1 i AN :'; i :-u'l.'l,_ i|r|.,J.‘. .".'I--

Pictures of antiques and Sargeas

Hark ! the Herald Apgels

Hark ! the herald angele SIng

Glory to the new-born Klog
]

I'ace on earth, apd mercy m
il nnd sinners reconclled !
fnr\[i,‘l, all ve nations rise,

Join the trivmph of the skies:
With the angel host proclaim

Chrisgt & beorn in Bethlehem! '

Hail! the heaven-born Prince il

Penpce !

Hail ! the Sum of righteousness ;
. Life and light to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings
| Mild He lave His glory b,
Born that man no mors may dle,
[lorn to ralse the sone of sarth
Barn to give them secomd birth.

Charles Wesley.

Ned “wossall songs” For this, of | papels, framed In duall black, are ar-
eallex al mgs.” F . !

tistic in the extreme, and cost very
little. Tapestery panel pleces, set in
black frames, are quaint and inexpen-

give for lovers of the house beaotiful.

Unless you know the fads of yoor
acquaintances don't buy them (reaky
giflts. A plaster dog to a girl wha
deteste the real animal would be il
chosen.

Cushions “go” with collegiaue ; m"
1

do rugs, silk blankets, gun-metal
military brustes and—all men like
books.

The Yule Log.

Ol the Yule log snapped and sparkied
Till the red flame gquivered high,
Steeping wall and roo! and ralver
In e rich and vivid dye,
And around the bow!| of wassall
Ran n soft, incessant chime-—
"Twag the greybeards clinking glasses
To the joy of Christmas time.

L Oh, the dance waxed mad and merry

With the light heels overhead,
Hinds across and down the middle

Went the gayly measured tread,
While “Away with Melancholy™

Bqueaked the fiddies. and the air
Swept a stir of revel o'er us

Ag we rat beneath the stalr.

Oh, the sweet and subtle magic
That at work within the lLiears
Drew us tenderly together,
Held ns, tremulous, apart!

Why, wi thought our lips were towele

Ing
Just for Jove—we did not know |
It was all because above us .
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Hung a bough of mistletor,
A —Avon.
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Christmas Greeting,

8ing a song of Christmas |
Pockets full of %old;

Plums and cnkes for stockinge,
Morae than they can hold, |

Pudding in the great pot,
Turkey on the spit,
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