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REACHES GATACRE.

Free State Deserters Surrender

to the

British.

i —

RAILWAY T0 CAPE TOWN OPEN.

- - - ——— — ——
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The Operations of Bu..ller in Natal

Kept a

Secret.

Transvaal Burghers Said to be Returning to Their Farmes——Uermany and
Russia Answer Kruger's Appeal—[lethuen Expiains the Disaster to

the Highland Brigade -

(len. Roberts Comments Adversely on Uat-

acre’s Disaster —Sudden Enriching Diet Brings on Fresh Sickness

Among People in Ladysmith

Uen. White May be Governor-General

of the Orange Free State——Column for the Relief of Mafeking —

Word From the Town.

London, March 16.- Lord
has sent the following despateh to the
War ulfice

Rloemfontein, Friday, March 16
Geperal Clements crossed the Urange
River yesterony. Hepalrs to the fall-
way bridge at Norval's pont have
commenced, and it will shortly bz
ready for trallie

wGeneral | oie-Carew telegraphs s
arrival at =pringfontein, so that
Bloemfonteln now is praciically in rail
connection wi b Cape Town

My proclamation 18 already having
an excellent eilect, Several hundred
burghers has xpressed their inlen-
tion to surren = thelr arms and re-
turn to their o aopation

“The restden: commissioner of Ba-
sutolan] reports that 800 Poers iately
arrived from Bloomfontein, and that a
further cocn ingent from Aliwal Morth
was only walting to know the termes
of my proclamaticm to qurrender, The)
had refused to attend n council at
K roonstad, to which 'resident Steyn
had summoned them.”

Springfontein iz M miles =south ol
Bloemfontein. At this point there I8
a junction between tine line from Capse
Town an ! the ra’l o ul from East Lon-
don. Gen. Clement: holds the bridge
over the Orange River at Norval's
pont, 40 miles south on the former
line, while Gen. Gatacre is at Bethulie,
45 miles southenst on the other

Caunzed n Stampede.

lL.ondon. March 17.—There 18 eVersy
App rarance i'hat iem. Roberils force
"l].' resl T'_:H' il Tl"n"r' l.'.:ll‘l.ﬂ. IIl..l':'-‘ favor-
receplion in Lloemfontein seems
io have been attr.buted to ihe fac
that practically all but vhe pro-Bri-
tigh inbabitants had [iea.

The correspondemt of the Morning
Post at Bloemfontein says toat Gem,
Roberts’ advance causeld a stampede.
Thirteen trains, each consisting of 40
crowded cars, went northward bi fore
the line was cat, som= thousandas of
$he residents thus escaping. Thoas
who resolved to coatinues thelr resisi-
anees have doubtless joined General
Joubert, who is supposed 1O he still at
Brandford, though his actual where-
abouts s unknown.

The Daily News correspondent  at
Lorenzo Marguez reporis that Hoers
are enlrenching along the Vaal river
at Vereemingen, which presumably
will ba a subsequent Iine of delence.

A despatch to the Morning Post
from Bloemfontein says tanl the
treasury is emply, and faat the He-
public's credit has been overdrawn.

l_l._...

Rhodes Denies |t.

Cape Town, March 16.—The Afrikan-
der Hond paper, Onsland, is bitlter in
its comyments on lle deporialion of
General Cronj: to St. Helena, and
says that a better plan to hur. e
Boars' feelings eoall not be conceived.
The journal discounts the oceupation
of Bloemfontein as somelling that
was expected, and was strategica.ly
of no importance,.

lu an .nterview in the Uape Argus,
Cec’l Rhodes denied Wm. T. S eads
statement that h~o favored the nde-
pendence of the 8omth African Itepub-
lics. He believed that federation woyld
be impocsitle until the Repubics had
bwen o Crown eolony for som> VEurs.
e denied that he had made overtures
¢ the Afr kander Dond. although, he
gald, he wais always w.llag to co-
operate w.th the loyal Dutch.

s —

The Boers' OUnly Hope.

[London. March 17.—Mr. Spen er
Wilkinson, ia the Morn ng (0 b siays.

“Phe difflculty 1 now to Imagine o
gat sfactory plan of operations lor the
Boer commander-in-chiel. At an out
side est!mat~> his availatl® Jjorces can
hardly be 40 000 men. Th:* Boor poil-
glons will always be turnel before a
feontal attack is made. To await the
attack will be to ri k captare. The
only plan to avold it willybe a hasty
retreat.”

Then, procesding to difenss various

cuibllities for the Boors, Mr. Wil

‘ncon arrives at the following con-
elu<'on ;

“ e Fost that th= Doers ean hope
for is to gain time, Ther: i no chince
of the'r Yolue again atle to re tore
the equ librinm to turn the aline> in
their own favor. By gaining time
they may hope for ome foregn in-
tervent'on or complieation. Graant Bri-
tain mu-t, therefore, puth
w th the utmo:t vigor, and must not
spare any effort to keep the navy and
the home defence forees n the utmost
efliciency, ready for any emergency.”

Advanece on Pretoria.

London, Mareh 17.—With ths rail-
way communication open Lo (oe Cape,
Lord Roberts wiil, within a few days,
bhe in a position to bsgin the advance
on Pretoria. His deep political intui-
tion, combined with his bold strategy,
is having the result desired in
southern sections of the Orange Free

Roberts

the wir
| Buller's Moves Kept Secret.

, forbids mention
' of the Briti-h. It i3 reported that the

avening it was rumored taat Laord
Roberts is about to ssue a proclama-
tion announcing taatl the former sys-
tem of governmamt in Lae Orange
Free State is abo.ished, and promis-
ing the Free Staters who immedinie-
ly surrender dus consideration.

The latest advices respecting the
surrender of Bloemmfontein saow that
Mr. Steyrt would have heen compelled
to surrender ; but he pretended thal
e WhHE goinpg in visit one of the ont-
posts, and at midnigat took n carriage
which was waiting for him outs:.de the
iown and Laus r-.~'.--.|.[r--.i. The Hoers gol
it bolk of their and mli-
tary AWMLY,

W H ;Ilr!H
S1Lixres

In Barkly East.

London, March 168.—A despateh from
Dordrecht, dated March 14, stie28
that the Cape Police have occupied
itarkiy East. and the Duteh rebe|s
are [locking In to surrendar.

(antacre at Bethulle.

London, March 17, 4 a. m.—Fo Iar
ne ¢an be g.'ﬂ..l!n-'rm‘t froan reports from
Rritish sources, all sertons O REItion
to the British invasion ol the sointh
ern part of the Orange Free State
has ended. Generad Hoberts' despateh
to the War Office Indlcates that the
railway south of Bloemfontein 18 not
dnmeaged. and 15 not threateaed. With
General  Gatacre across the Orange
Biver at DBethalie, General Clements
at Norval's Pont, and rneral  Pole
Carew at Springfontein it seemns
that the Boers who have been Jdelend
ing the Orange River can onl} e howose
between [light and surrender.

General Gatacre's occeuapation  of
| Bethulic was not opposed. He learned
Thursday morning that the enemy
were evacuating the town, and he uc
cordingly crossed the bridge, which
he bad held for dayes with o strong
reconnoiltring force. The advance
across the intervening open grantd
wins not challenged.

A& the British approached the town
a deputation of e inhabitants met
them with a white Nag, anl intimated
that no defence was intended The)
gaid that the Poer forces had left the
town during the n'ght, morving, 1t was
un lerstood. in the direction of De-
wetsdorp.

Mounted infantry were sent in pur-
suit of the retrenting Poers. The Union
Jack was hoisted on the Court-nouse
at noon, the troops cheering it and
singing the National Anthem.

The inhabitants informed the DBrit-
i1 that President Kruger on March
14th had annexed the Free State to
the Transvaal.

The telegraph to Springfontein is
not interruptel.

General Brabant hat reported that he
cro=sed the river at Aliwal North some
daye ago, the Poers having moved
northward for three miles, where they
formed a langer. Fight'ng followed,
bt the remit s not known

Apsuming that the southern opposi-
tion has been withdrawn or defeated,
ahe bulk of Cenzral Gatacre's an’l Gen-
eral Clem nts' comman s are expeeted
to join tien. Roberts at Bloemfon-
tein, where stores and ammunition
will be collected preparatory to an ad-
vanece northward.

S —

Mafeking Still Holds Out.

Londoa., Mareh i6.—The plight of
Muafek ng and the conditlon oi the
gir.dsoq are wh .t osupy Jhie puble
i .

The latest despat:h from Mafeking.
which was seat on March Y9th, says:
“The garvisou, dzepite the short ra-
tio 8. are in th: bss: of spliits, and
the guas ara2 kep. bniy.

“We have seizad a treapch to the
southeast, and we infiict losses on
the enemy’s main work daily.”

The Mavor of Kimberley, in a
gpe ch on Wedno day, apptiaed t2 the
patriotism of the vo.untesrs [or
starting a force to the rellef of Mufe.
king. This expadivion should not be

' delaved, he s11d, siae® th2 honor had

bezn given Kimberley of g*ading 4 re
| ¢! expadition to the besiogel towi.

This I8 inconsi-tent with tha re-
port that a r.1 f sxn>’lion W uder
Coloze Pe km:in 1 1. Kimb roch fo.:
Mufeking two woeks Ogo

Except a ¢ patel puclch d kv She
L verpool Dally Yo t, the dats of
whieh 12 <oubtful, there is nothing
from Mafeking or from the relief
operat.ons.

. e

' Loundon, March 17.—There Is no de-
finite new: f{rom Nat:l. The censor
of the movements

' Boer: are still  strongly holding the
B ggar<berg rang: and Van Reenen's

L B

Acecunt: of the progross being made
in iring the rollway are conflict-
ing. Dally Chroni 1" corrrspond-
ent at Lady: mith, coantrary to the ad-
declares that the

i:ﬂnn from Durbau,

remain In the town. All have been

nested to leave, and the healthy
a convalescent inhabitants are
being eent south, but there are many
serious cnses of enteric and other
fevers and many wounded men whom
it s Impossible to move.

Kruger Losing His Hold.
London, March 17.—The correspon-
dent of the Dally News at Lorenzo
Marques states that persons who
have recently arrived from Pretoria
declare that the Boers admit that
thelr cause Is hopeless,

Lucas Meyer, it is sald, has refus
ad to continne “ghting, amd return-
o to his farm. Commandant Schalk-
burgler has done the same. The
burghers are returning to their homes
by hundreds. These statements need
confirmation, but if they are true,
it I8 clear that Presldent Kroger s
losing his hold,

What Germany Told Kruger.

Pretoria, Mareh 16.—Germany's ce-
fusal to ask Great Britain whether
ahe desired mediation is explained by
an oflical despatea which has been re-
caived by the German Consul here. The
despatcl says: “Whether the desire
exists on the British slde mny be as-
certained by the Republies making
direct epquiry of London or through
the good offices of a third govern-
ment which has mo important inter-
esls of its own in Souta Africa, The
Inter econdition is fulfilled by a num-
har of nations in and outside of Eur-
ope, but net by Germany, and suca a
step on Lhe part of the German Gov-
arnment
that she was actuated by other than
4 humanitarian obj:ct, and increas-
ad mistrust might thereby be engen-
dered tending to retard ratfier than
promote a peaceable et Llament. Tle
request of the Republics thal

the Austro-Hungarian and
Governments, wiose inieresls
are being watehed by the (ierman
Consul. has been immedialely com-
plied with."

Lionn 1O
=W ss

Russin Not So Firm.

London, March 17 —It s understood
that all the Continental powers, with
one exception, nneompromisingly  re-

fused to intervene. The exeeption was |

Russin, whose reply WwWis couched In
less Tirm langung:s,
others, she declined to interfers. It s

snld that the Dope was also appealed

to, but that he declin®d to o anyvthing |

bhevond writing n letter to the Uueen
appealing to her (0 stop the ellnsion

of blood. Dr. Leyvds' efforts with King !

Leopold were quite [utile

The po=sibility of the destraction of
Johannesburg is still disengsed here,
but It is belleved that the French and
German shareholders would offer n
strong protest

One Canadlan Wounde il.

The Toronto Evening Telegrnm il
the following special cable yesterday

iL.ondon, March 16 —I"te. KR. Hayves,
of FE Company, Montreal, was wonnd-
el in the engngement at Dretfontein
on March 10th.

Pte 0. Matheson, 218t Flell Batter)
Canadian Artillery, who was with F
Company, or Quebec Company, 18 sl -
ously ill at Cape Town

Mr. Rhodes' Estimalte.

London, March 17.—The
Dally Mail publishes an interyview with
Mr. Cecll Rhodes, secared by Julinn
talph, in the course of which he com-
plains of the home nunthorities

Mr. Rhodes declared that there had
heen only 30,006 Boers 1n the field al-

together, anl that the forelgn mercens i

15, 000) The

wnid,

aries were only about
npumbers of the Doers, he
been exaggerate] in order to expiain
the British reverses

One=-third of the Loan.

York, March 16,—=J. VPierpont
Morgan to-day announced the clos-
ing of the British war loan. The
amount of applieations recelved here
avas abut 250,000,000,

METHUEN AND GATACRE,

New

Roberts Comments on Latter’s Disas-
ter—Says Nothing of Other.

Laondon, March 16.=The London fa
zette this evening publishes Gieneral
Lord Methuen's report of the ac
tions at Magersfontein, Dec. 10:h
and 11th., dated from the Modder
River. Feb. 10th,
the diffieunlties of any
outflank 16,000 PBoers, and arguing
that n blow dealt at the Boer Ccen

tre at Magersiontein would be more |

effective. he says his orders were Lo
relieve Kimberloy, nnd, therefore the
day the last reinjorcements arrcived
he declded to attack Magersfontein
kopie. He then procesds to Jdeseribe
the artillery bombardment ol the
position, and how the artillery bri.
gade was led to the point of assault
after the Iate MajorGeneral An-
drew G, Wauchope had previously eX-
plained all he intended to do. and
the particular part each battallon
was eapected to play. Lord Meth-
uen then remarks:

o Two rilles aceidentally went off.
and the iiashes from a jantern gave
the enemy timely notiee of the
march.

The report then proceeds to shiow
Gen. Wauchope deployed his men oo
lnte, and suddenly the Boers p el
in a heavy fire. Colonel Hughes- Hal-
lett immediately ordered  the Yen
forths to charge, and the other com
manders followed suit. At this -
ment some one gave the wopd to
retire, and part of the Black Watceh
rushed - back through the ranks of
the =eaforths. C'ol. Hughes-Hallett
crderad the latter to lie down and not
vetire, and after a while the Colouel
axala trixd to risich L
foar lundred yards off, but tise ofli-
eers amd Lall the men fell befure o
heavy lire, which opened immedia tel)
after the men moved. Then a few
minutes Iater the Seaforths tried
another rush, with the same result.
Colonel Hughes-Hallett then decided to
awanit orders.

After describing sending the Gor-

to support the High-
lnnd Brigade, Lord Methuen  con-
tinues: “At 1 in the alternoon thwe
“paforths were ex to o heavy
cross fire, the order to reilrs was
giveu and the greater part of
casnalties then oecurred.

an unfortunate retirement for Hal-
received illl:uﬂlﬂﬂl‘.m-

might arouse the suspicion |

Ger- |
many transmit Lae appeal for media- |

although, ke the |

lasnidon |

hmda |

After explaining |
attempt Lo

trenches, |

rhim. loss. He was a [ine soldier and
a true comrade,

“Che attack failed. The Highlanders
were ready enougn to rally, but the
paucity officers and non-comimis-
sioned officers made it difficalt. 1
altach no blame to ths splendid bri-
gade."
~ The report then proceeds Lo pay a
high tribule to the coanduect of all (he
troops, under conditions as hard as
can be imagined, and mentions speci-
ally a number of officers and men for
distinguished acls of courage already
recorded in the newspaper despalches.

GATACRE'S EXFLANATION.

Lord Roberts, in transmitting Gen,
Galacre’'s report of tine Stormberg de-
feal, gives l1is opialon thus: * The
fuilure was mainly due to reliance on
inaceurale information regariing vae
grmmd to be traversed to lae position
held by the Boers ; to the employ ment
' of too amall n foree, and to Ltae men

heing tired out by too long n nigat's
march before thsy eame in contact
with the enemy. 'When it became evi-
dent, shortly after =nidnight, tha b »
guides were leading tae column in ' ha
wrong direction, 1 rvonsider Gatacre
ghould have halted and endeavored
to find a proper road, or siouid have
fallen back on Mclteno, ratier than
have risked the safety of the entire
force by following a roule woiten
hrought the troops into difficuls
ground, commanded on Hol sides by
Hoers."

HAS METHIUEMN

The J«despatehes

L e
BEEN SAT L PONT
published i HEL
night's Gaezette [rom Methinen
and Gatacre do not cast and 'S
on the valor and resolution of the Firit
||.-|I-| army, but it s impossible not to
| rendd between the lines of Lord Hob
I'*l"lw measured comments hils amoze
ment at the errors committed. | pon
Gen. Methuen's despateh on the Mog
| srsfontein digaster Lord Roberls says
nothing. His silence s perhaps
| gignilicant than words. The painfall)

rirs

TR Eree

|-'u|-1 tone in which the despatch spraks |

f (Gen. Wauchope and the H ghiland
| brigade eannot inil to affect the pub
| i mind. No comment, peripnps, eonld
| be more significant than the fact 1
| (yen. Methuen doss not now tuke
prominent part in the operation
the campaign.

It Is sapposed that
|'l.". Il at once orFanpize™ n

Firital

R gL 11

gl
in the Opange Free Sbate, nnd it |
| enggestad already that Gen. ST e
Stewanart White mn) b DN AL 1
| ernor-tienernl

Toronto, Mar:h ] L1 Tl Fialbasw
Wils '|'-|"'|.4'|;1T i Ualid
Siturday rom Its 5]
w.th th Hoyal
Jdian Reg me .t Flo mfo.t o Mnr
| 17.=Tae Canndian: arrived o0 | '
fontaein on We nesday, hav.nz
L pated In Lord Roberts mar
| havidl ner casanlt'es. We participat
the Poplar Lirovi [ ght, Cut,
S NIPOres, Lo K nart
| actnal engagament The he
| sp rits of the men are exceell
are now getting an extrn fiws d
| nuese, which 18 minach &6 jovedl y[ter LI
hard campalgning. Th>* regmim DL Whil
probably stay here i yVs

* Frodorick Hamiton

eablegram
of [l o
COFre=poncent

iltil  nt

bl FEND "

Repor t From Hoberls.

London, March 18.-=Th= Wwar
rece!vis] the [ollowing h I
Field Marshal Lord
Bloemfontein, Samday, March | =Lh

“ Tne Guaped.' Br gade returnsd ¥
tepday [rom Norvals pont. S
hurehers have Indd down thetr
to Gen. Pole-Carew nt kEdenberg
el oW nere.

g oflflicer command ng nt X lmont
reports that soms deseriers hi i v rOTmRe
| in with a Maxim, a nine-poai ji*r And
annother gun.

* Another nine-pounder
hr ruﬂ‘ht into UColesherg,
 Phe cavalry brgade has gona to

Thaba Ncha in order to renssur thi

inhabitants of the distry t nmd to dis
tribnte © I LR R of thies |!|rll|'L'lI:|'| RATTTI. 1L
the Free State. Thease pro limat ons
are be'ng eagerly sought after.

“ Lord Methuen reach»d WwWarrenton

m March“16th. He was In tim? Lir
prevent the Deviation bridge from
helng  completely  destroved, and to
| secure the pont on the Vaal

v Phe Engli:h mail was despat hisd
| from here by ra'l yvesterday, anid to-
morrow  the regualar ra lwav Rervie
| w.th Cape Town will be reopened.
|  * Mafeking reports that all was wall
!un March Gth?”
|

Wid
TR Y il

fListirr LS, IV Lol

Thaba Ncha B east of Bloemiont=in,
| o the bor er of Rasutalnl Warren
ton is about forty miles north of Kim
berley. At this point the railway to
Maleking crosses the Yaal River,
which [orms the sonthern bonndary of

thes Transvaal.

Thousands Surrender.

lLondon, March 19 Lespn telies
from Cape Town an i Bloemfont=in in-
dicate that the Free state Powers are
increasingly ready 0 cease the con-
test. Organized military resis-anee in
the soutnern hall of the Repuic i
almost ended. The Bethulle and Nor-
val's T'ont commandoes have partis
surren lered. The remalinder, reported
to number 2,000, have trekkel to De-
witsdorp, sonth of Thaba n'Chu, to
wlhich place Gen Koberts  mentions
that he has sens o foree,

The correspondent siny= that 2Z_5(X)
rifles were surrenlered on the day he
sent the despateh.

Five hun red burghers hiave sUrren-
Jered at Bloemfonielin, all of them tak-
ing an oath when they surrendered
pnot to take upry arins against the Bri-

[urpish assistapce or information to
pny member of the Repul lican lorces
Tu}-_ﬂ.' nlso swore to remaln gquietly nt
home nntil the war s over.

Thes are aware thnt 11 Thi*) e b
thi= onth 1IN miy T

g il v will ]
| Habl: o8 c ponri.y as the « 5 030
war preseriboes. i

The rolling sto K capturel by the

vans, and 124 short wigons.

st. DPatrick’s day was celebrated
with fervor in Bloemfontein.

The corre-pondent adds thit CRUE
ilar requests for Gen. Roberts’ pro-

rted for BSBouth Africa

tish during the present war, hor to

elamation with a vijew to surrcnler
will probably be received from Roux-
ville, Ladybrand, Ficksburg amd Deth-

il‘lb'l

|

l

J.l.r[l r &l

!

‘ - e 10 ° nee, des 1 - .
British at Bloemfontein conxlsts of 25 | " Terence, dear, nnd did yon hear

locomotives, 13 carriages, B brake oo e shamrock’s Frin's badge by law,

British official ean reach the north-
ern langers with Lord Robheris’ pro-
clamation, the whole Bosr populi-
tios will deelir> for prier”

A cdespatch to the Daily News from |
Bloemfontein, dated Fridny, March
16, says:
wEvents have occurred whieh in-
duce me to believe that the war will |
only last so long as it take: to mareh |
to Pretorla. The edueated DBoers. |
sven the Transvanlers, are read) tn|
accept the inevitable™ ,
In response to Lord Roberts' pro
clamation, 400 Fre: Blaters sur
rendered at Bloemfonlein yesterday. |
It is eredibly reportad that three
quarters of the Free State troops
have returned to their farma The
Free State burghers who are hold- |
ing out are siid to b: poor whites
who have nothing to los". '

A deapatceh from Blo m o iteln, dng
ed vesterday, states that thie Friend
{ the Free State, the officinl news-
paper printed there, has been taken
in charge hy a committer of Engl sh
war corresnondents and s now boing
printad as daily jJournnl on TS
inlistic lines.

The German Consul expresssad AR-
ionighment at the quiei manner if
wiich RBloemfiontein was GoCiap Py il
of looling by the

s

1o absence i

- -

Fight at Fourteen Streams.

Kimberley, Mar 18,
mounted corps uniel
Maj. Drummond, of tae Seots Guards,
mae n reconnalssanere :,ll 171 ".'lr'l'l ik
of rourteen =l reams Fridas LS1E %
surprised a Boer force, waio Tan for

sir arms under the: British fire,
aich they later retarnedl with their
rifles. and with shrapnel and cordite.

Tiie enemy’s shell fire was raugint

{he rising grodand whpien sh*itered

o Hritish troops, anl did no dam-
vge. Two of the British wa woand-
il OWeveEr. by 'i,. ¥ s [irs
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