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an old Iriend. Sho

don'a atwen

did not tell me where you have beet .

ceptlon.

that you were apon
terms with him that you addressed
him by his Christian name.”

telle 7
her sister's suneering remark.
knew where 1
have

—anil 1 do not wish your name to be
coupled with his™

“1 have known her ever sinoe I was |

“'.“ years old. Ruby, dariing. I do not
wisl: to distress you, but I am very

muaeh alfrald that there has been a

plot lald to part us, and—to eompro- |

mise yon."

" Why, Walter, what ean possibly
have put
henud ?'_’ Ruby excialmed.

“Wi.l you tell me just how you hap-
pened to come out to this p.ace 1o

gpend the summer i he asked.
She told him, relating how her sis-

ter had seen the advertisement, and

what we a'ready know of her account
of the circumstances.

““Has it not appeared rather strange
that you ecou.d securs such a residence
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such an idea into your |

all tv yourselves, the attendance of |
servants, and the us: of horses and |
carriage, upon suen exceeding.y fav-

nr;.-.hr.a terms 7" Walter cuestioned.
“Yes, I did think we were remark-

ably fortunate ; bat I know that some |

peop.e [_m-fe.r to have their houses Rept
open. Fste.le sald the arrangement
was mnade chiefl'y to keep Mrs. Coxon

from being lonely, and make her con- |

tent to remaln here whi.e the [amily
was absent., She sald also that the
owner preferred to have us use his
horses, as they needed the exercise.”

“Have you any ldea who the owner
of this property Is "' Walter question-
ed, wondering to see how completely
she had been hoodwinked.

“Yes. Este.le sald hls name was—
Edmunds, I belleve,” Ruby replied,

thinking all thls cross-questioning a |

little strange.
“Ruby, bhis name Is—Edmund Car-
penter I
CHAPTER XXIX.
Ruby's Declslon.

“Walter " exclalmed the young

rirl, starting to her feet, a look of |

consternation apon her lovely f[ace.
Ruby pleaded, clinging to him na M
“It is true, my darling. Edmuand Car
penter is the owner of this beautifnl
place, which was also my home for
many yenrs, nnil now Yo can unider-
sgand how Mrs. Coxon happens to Le
. Sl was always very
and I have been in  the
of visiting her occasionally
since Edmuond informed me that |
had been s dependent long enonzh.”

kind to me,

it [

=

# When shall you be obliged to go |

back to Chester?” Ruby asked,
after a thouzhtial paunse.
“By the first of next week 1

b v a rod many ordera tO j:,i.'u"
for our bullding. and there are
some alterations to be made In the
pian= that tnke n day or two.”

“ PThoan 1 shall remain here until

nfter FOour EO, and Nl will see me
often wuntil then, will you not?”
she feit a new dependence apon him,

“ Certalnly, i 1 may,” he answer
ed, eageriy.

“Of course, you may. I
tell Estelle immediately of the re-
ntions existing between us, and glve
hier tO I'.:.'!"'l'ﬂL'i‘.'I-l that | resent
anything like what has oreurred
to-night, or any [urther ploiting or
interference regarding my  [ature,”
Rnby sald, with an air o[ deeision.

“You have a8 BLrong. resniuge
will, my darling, if you are slight
and frall In body.™

w1 am od enough to chooge 10T
mysel! in matters relating to  my
vital interests.”

“wWell, dear, 1t Is growing late, and

[ will not keep you longer,” the young
woer returned, 'l wilk run out aga-n
to-morrow evenlng, with Yyour per-

1, and, Ruby, since you deem i%
=5t 1o tell your glgter of our englge-
ment, may 1 bripg you 4 visible =eal
Tiry I € 'II|._'-."J.'1' '.".

“1f vou wiah, Ruby TPE"!"E':], binshi=
ing, yet fecllng that she should L
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glad to have |

and then the young man bade her n
foud good-night, and went away w th
a l'ght henrt, in spite of his repug-

nanee to her remaining an inmate of
o nd Carpenter's home, and a re-

eip‘ent of his bounty, for It amounted

i LI L.

Ruby went thoughtlully upstalrs,

after hls departure, but just as she

seached her own door, Mra. Gordon
put her head out of hers, and asked :

“‘|l¢ that you, Ruby 7"

“Yes, Fstelle, Are vou still up ™

“yeos 1t has boen so warm thys §
have not felt ke going to bwad Bnt
where have you been? I thoughil you
retired lomg ago.

“IMay I come In, EFatelle, I yOou am™m
pot rendy to g to bed just yvet 1"
Ruby asked, unheeding her (quest o,
and resolving to settle matters tieo
nnd there.

Something in the grave deelsion of
the young volce arrested Mrs. Gor-

tlon, even startiing her,
e her door wider, she sald:
“Yes, come In f you like. Bnt you

“1 have been down in Mpra. CoX-
on's sitting-rcom,” Ruby gtated, as
she entersd the room and seated
hersell In a rocker. where she ecould
ook her sister full in the face.

“ Pray, what have you been do-
ing there "

“1 bad & caller.”

“ A ealler! And In Mps. Coxon's
room at this time of nighs! Who?”
Alre. Gordon questloned. growing n
trifle pale, as she began to suspect
the truth.

" Walter.”

“ Walter ! echoed the woman, her
Ire rising as she reallzed that she
had been outwitted, and was about |
to be called to account for her de-

« Estelle, vou know; Walter Rich-

But I did not know
such familiar

“ Iudeed] !

“ Why did you treat him so, Es-
demanded Ruby, lgnoring |
“You |
was, and you should
called me.” |
“] do not approve of his visiting

here.” |

“And why ™

“ Because hs 18 no [it associate |

for you.' t

“Why ?" Ruby repea ted. ,
“fle 18 as poor as poverty—a nobody |

shall |

“Good heavens! IRluby Gordon, are
you erazy ?”

“Not at all. 1 have been engaged to
him nearly ever snce—iobert died.”

The sweet vooo faltered o trifle
here.

“Ah! he took advantage of Your
weakness, d'd he, and wrung & prom-
ise from you atisuch o time as that?”

““He had gained my respect and ad-
miration—yes, and love—long Yelore
that,” Rub~ sald, ealmly.

“You are a l'ttle fool, Ruby, and
do a0t know what you are talking
about,” retorted her sister, angrily.
“Isn't it enough that you are almost
a beggar yoursell, without lowering
yoursel! by marrying another ™

“pon't you think you are using
rather strong language to me. Es-
teile?" Ruby asked, quletiy, though
her eyes glittered with a dangerous
light. ‘*“No one 13 a beggar who is able
to take eare of one's self. Edmund Car-
penter tried to make Walter oné by
turning him out of the home that
had been hls for years, aund wlich he
belteved he still had a right to share,
even after the death of Mr. Ralph
Carpenter ; but by his own elforts he
has risen o an honorable positlon,
and one which promises to pay Lim
well I the near future, 1 do

not cons'der that the obnoxlous
term which you have used ap-
plles 1o me, eithor, sines 1 have

shown that I am able to provids for |

my own wants lor nearly a year, Con-
sequent!y ean do so in the future.”

“You have earned your own c'oih-
ing and pin-money, I know; but if
you had been obliged to pay for your
board and !odging besides, I lmagine
you woull not speak quite so inde-
pendent'y. You know that Robert
provided for youn as long as he lived,
and since his death you have been
my special eare, and I shall consider
you very ungrateful If you thwart
all my plans for you,"” Mrs. Gordon re-
turned, with an Injured air.

“What plans, Estelef”

“Why, you must know that 1 de-
sire to se¢ you nleely settled In life—
to have you occupy a position becom-
ing your birth and education.”

“In other words, your heart ls stil
gset upon my marrying Mr. Carpentery”

“He Is very rich; he would make
you an excellent husband. You
wou'd never want for anything.”

“] gshou.d mot want fur anything
bu? happlness, which I should never
have. Estelle, you and I had better
pnderstand each other, once for ail
[ eha!l never marry Edmund Car-
penter, I have told you so once be-
fore: but if I knew I should have
tn live single all my life otherwlse,
and work for every morsel [ ate, 1
woen'd nsver ba his wife. and now
I want to te.l yon taat [ know you
bewa not heen deallng falrly with me
—that you have leut yourself to an
ignoble scheme to entrap me in some
way, 50 as to bring this about.”

“What do yon mean?” interrupted
Mrs Gordon, with an angry flush.

“You nesd not felgn lgnorance, Es-
tellea, and 1 intend to tell you all
that I know, for 1 have made ap my
mind to settle this matter to-night
and for all time,"” replied Raby, with
n resolution that astonished her sis-

. ter. "I know that you have deceived

“ Walter who, pray?”’ |

. known, 1

|
“But It wlll be, Estelle, henceforth, \

as long as I live, for—I have promised
to marry him!

(LR ]

me #uooat coming here to spend thu
summes ; it Is all a plot between you
amd Mr. Carpenter to w.l-l:'gpl:‘ul:li.s['. mne,
I «do not know just how, nor how [ar
youu would have carrled your g lipmes,
but even the matter of obligation
that I have uneensciously incarred is
more than 1 ecan tamely submit to.
I know Mr., Edmund Carpenter owis
this place and what we pay Is not
a tithe in return for what we are
receiving : that the horses and car-
rinces which we bave been using so
frecly, instead of belonging to o
‘rentleman who I8 anxious ©o have
them properly exercised,’ have been
placed at our disposal by him to help
on an unworthy eawse. [ have thought
from the [irst It was rather strange
vou were ah'e to secure all these
luxuries upon sach easy terms, but
I never suspected the truth until to-
nicht."”

‘Prav, who enlightened yon to
sieh an extent T demanded Mrs. Gor-
don, with angry sarcism.

“My own commoll sense, ns 800N As
I knew that we were living In  Mr.
Carpenter’'s house. Now, Estelle, 1
utter.s refuse to remain here; I will
not be unaer such ob.gntions 10 a
man whom I despise——"

“I do not kncw what right you have
to despise him,” interrunted Mrs.
Gordon, spirited.y.

“What I have learned to-night
wou'd be sufficient of Iiself to make
me do that,” Ruby returned, com-
posedly + “but there are other things.
[ baleve ha is a thorough!y unprin-
cip.ed man: if he had not been, he
never wou.d have threatened a young
girl, simply because she did not
choose to marry him ; or a young man
because he saw fit to bestow cer-
tain attentions upon me. More than
all this, Estelle, if the truth were
believe he has been with-
ho!ding property which rightly De-

| ‘ongs to anothear."”

“You might find it rather dilficu.t
to prove that statement,” sald Mrs.
Gordon.

“ suppose It caznnot be proved,”
Ruby returned, with a sigh. “But
that is meither h:re nor there; you
have heard what I sald, and I want
you to understand that I shall live up
to It.”

“Do you mean to tell me thay you
will give up ail these comforts and
go back to the hot city 1" cried her
sister, angrl.y.

“] mean that I sha!l not stay here;
1 wil go with you, Estelle, any-
where e.se that you may choose, but

if vyon persiast in remalning here, 1!

shall leave you by yoursclf.”
CHAPTER XXX.
An Eavesdropper.

She was nwnre that Edmond Car-

| penter intendad to call the next morn-

lug to lnvite Ruby and hersall to visit
a point of Interest several miles dis-
tant ; but she knew well enough, too,
that Ruby wouid refuse to go; while
she feared that she might betray
something of the spirit of the previous
n'ght to him: so she persnaded her
to go Into town to do a little shepping
for her, ‘'n order to gain an uninter-
rupted interview with the obnoxious
lover.

When he came, she related what
had cceurred the previous evening,

.y -
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and the man's face grew dark and

“That boy “cross once
H w “
too often yet,” he mu o threat-

€ningly. “But,” be added,“I did not
:ﬁ;ﬂ.mhﬂnhr Gordon would
mg o ! marry any one o far

bas pome pecullar ideas, re-
““’.’:“ Cafw,” Mrs. Gordon return-
od. “Monsy and positlon appear to
have very (ittle value in her estima-
tion—a stainless name and a noble

. character are more to her than un-

gy enlh. Mg
P oncsn s Carpen lta:rted and

“Suppose she should {uﬂden!r dle-
cover a flaw in her idol—if he should
be found gullty of pome crime or
wrong doing 'Y e asked, with a pe-
caliar look.

“If anything of the kind should be
ﬁw&d against him, I am sure that

dream of love would be over—or,

at least, that she would refuse to
ma.;rﬂ;r him."

“Do you suppose my prospects would
h&: any better In that event 7"

‘There would surély be quite n
formidable obstacle removed from
your path,” Mrs. Gordon replled,

evasively.
“It Bhall be removed, then!" her
nlon responded, with compress.

O
ed lips. “"Whether I succeed, or not.

that proud-spirited beggar ghall be
removed from my path.”

“How wlll you manage it7?"

“1 do not know yet ; there must be
some way to accomplish 1t.”

*“Coax lier to stay,” eanid Mr. Car-
penter.

“Coax Ler:" repeated his compnn-
lon, with an expressive shrug of her
shapely shoulders., * M'ss Gordon e
not easilly coaxed when there is a
prineiple at stake, am I have recently
lenrnexi to my mortilleation.”

“Play the Invalld, then, and keep
her with you. 8he surely woukd not
leave you If you were ill; it would be
a question of ‘duty,” ¥ycu know."™

L] L] - L ]

During the next day or two Edmund
Carpenter set Lhimsell dlligently to
work to azecrtaln what Walter's plans
were. He found what we already
know ; that he was only in the eity
vemporarily ; that he was engaged
upon o contract at Chester. and would
leave Philadelphia the [irst of the
com'ng week, and thls expiained why
Ruby had also dee'ded to leave on
Monday for Redville.

He did not present Limsell once
during the Interval at Forestvale, but
e watched and played the spy upon
thie lovers, and walited his opportunity
to spring some trap upon them that
ahonld ruin thelr happiness forever.

The last night of Walter's stay he
followed him as he went to pay his
final vislt to lls betrothed.

Reaching his estate he hitched his
horse to a tree in a seeluded spot ont-
gude the grounds, and then stole soltly
up to the house, l'ke a thlef, hoping
to overhear something that would
lelp him in his scheme.

He was not disappointed, for, as he
drew near, e heard vo.ess upon the
veranda.

He knew Insinetively to whom they
belonged, and erecping softly nearer
upon the velvet turl he stationed him-
aolf behind some vines which grew
OVer ons and of the :'j:l"','.'-'.'?::l... and where
e could easiiy overhear all that
passed between Walter and Ruby.

The night was sultry : the eky was
heavy w.th  elouds, making it very
dark, while low and [requent mutier-
ings in the weat told of an approach-
ing thunderstorm.

* [eteli= hag not been well to-day,”
Ruby was eaying, Just as the eaves-
drosper settled himsell in his position.
“1 hope she i8 not golng to be 1l
for just ne soon as [ receive a reply
to my letter I shall go to Redville”

“ Haven't you heard from Mr. Hug-
rles veb 7" Walter asked.

“No: and I eannot nnderstand it,
for there has been ample time."”

“Then you have ncs been able to

persuade Mre Gordon to go with
:..'.H] ?."
" No: she does not appear to want

to, though I nm going to make one
last attempt to induee hor to accom-
Wiy me—

“ [ wa&l vou were going to-morrow,”
Walter sald, gravely ; * I shall feel far
safer about yon when 1 know yYou are
withh our good friend, theough it will
take yon so far from me; bat I shall
try to be patient until the time ar-
rives for my vaeation, when I #hall
come to you."

The listener behind the vines ground
his teeth as he overheapd this plan,
and mentally vowed that Walter at
least should noc spend any portion of
that summer at Redville,

# e A
CHAPTER XXXIL.
An Accldent.

A window opened from Mrs. Coxon’s
room upon the veranda, and Ruby un-
fastening a biind and putting her
nead Inside saw the woman seated
at her table darning stockings.

“Mrs, Coxon, have ycu a spare bed
to-night " she asked. as the house-
keeper looked up at the intrusion.

W ag hn'f o dozen. Who wants onef"”

operations, and glancing up over the
rim of her spectac.es.

“A benighted and wenther-bound
trave'er, who I8 also a favorite of
yours, I believe."”

“] have but one favorite, and that
is Walter; if e wants a bed he's
welcome to the best in the house,”
Mrs. Coxon returned. “Ah, 1 see.” she
added, sy Wa.ter bent his tall form
and looked In upon her, “you've been
eaught in the shower. Come in, you
reackless young folk, out of the rain,
or you'.l eaten your death of cold.

She arose, and unfastened the door
for them, and her face was aglow
with plensure and hosp'tality, as she
shook hauds witih Walter.

“ Where are you going to0 putme,
Mrs. Coxon? Almost anywhere
will do,” sald Walter, not liking to
make trouble.

“ ] guess *almost arywhere' won't
do,” sbhe retorted. “You'll have
your own room, of coarse. No other
would seem like home to you.”

Awd she bustled away, while the
lovers sat down to enjoy another
chat until she should return.

They were, of course, unconsclons
that they had been followed, and
that Edmund Carpenter had erept
upon the veranda. and close uunder
the still open window, Intent upon
learning more of thelr plans.

He was boiling with rage over
Mrs. Coxon's plain speaking regard.
ing his father's will, and began to
feel that she might be a dangerous

son to have about the house. He

always felt very secure re-
garding the will until now; but |If
his housekeeper was as guspicious
as she appeared tuv be, there was
no knowing to what lengths she

el et By
..I H'.:I ..-.I!J- '*.‘.

might carry her ingerest
ter, and he began to Erow uneasy,

B ——

' and to wish that the document was

she rep.ied, suspending ner drlrningT

for Wul-l
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destroyed, and beyond all danger of
discovery

He remained pearly an hour be-
neath the window, learning all that
was possible of the lovers’ plans, and
when at length Walter's room was
ready, and he took leave of Ruby,
knowing he would not see her in the
morning because of being obliged to
go away so early, Edmund Carpenter
stole away in the darkness and storm,
maturing a plan to ruin the young
man.

The storm continued throughout the
night, but the morning broke as clear
and trangquil as if po cloud had ever
obscured the sky.

Walter arose with the dawn and
stole quietly from the house in or-
der not to disturb anyone, and made
his way as rapidly as possible back
to the city, where he partook of an
early breakfast, after which he took
the 6 o'clock train for Chester,
where he was superintending the erec-
tion of a handsome edifice.

As he alighted ana turped to leave
the statlon he saw an elderly woman
just getting out of the Southern EX.
press. she was tall and commanding
in figure, with brigh., pleasant black
eyes, and rather massive features,
yet upon the whole very attractive,
while her forehead was crowned with
clustering masses of snow-white hair,
which gave her a very venerable ap-
pearance. She was richly, though not
showily, c¢lad, and she moved w th an
alr of dignity and pride.

she stopped as she stepped from the
car, and appeared to be looking [or
sOne one.

At this moment a heavily-loaded
baggzage truck came thundering
along. ‘The platform was 2 little
on the down grade Jjust at that
point, which gave a sudden lmpegos
to the truck, and the woman, rve-
ing it, stepped back against the
ear to be farther away from it sad
out of danger.

But whether the man who had
charge of it was careless, or sOme-
thing in the formation of the plat-
form eent the truck out of llue, no
one was ever able to tell; but It
suddenly veered to the right, and
before Walter, who instantly saw
the danger, could spring forward te
render assistance, it had run direct
ly into the noble-looking stranger
and pinned her close against thecar.

“What are you thinking of?”
Walter shouted to the truckwman,
as he dashed to the rescue, and, ex-
erting all his strength, pushed the
heavily-laden vehicle to one gide,
and released the sufferer from her
perilous and painful situation.

The woman had not eried oug or
made a elgn that she was hurt,
but her face was as white as the
hair clustering abont her temples,
and ns she was freed [rom the
erushing weight that had bteen [Ore
el agalnst her, one arm dropped
broken and helpless at her side, and
the other hand, frem  which  the
glove had been torn, was badly
bruised and bleeding.

“ You are seriously hurt, I .fear,
madam,” Walter said, as he steoped
to recover her travelllng bag, which
ghe had dropped. * What can 1 do
for you?"

Before replying she lifted her keen
eves amnd searched his face. Evidently
she was satisfled that he was trust-
worthy, for she said:

“1f you will kindly assist me to the
ladles’ room I will thank you.”

She spoke composedly, but her very
lips were white now, and Walter could
see that it was only by a mighty el
fort of her will that she concealed
the agony ehe was sulfering.
“Certainiy,” he said, o+ . supporting
her by the arm, for s:c was unable
to take his, he led her into the ladies’
room and seated her in a chalr.

“You are very kind,” she murmur-

ed: “and now have you a sharp
knife 7"
“Yeog, madam.” And he drew it

quickly from his pocket and opened It

“Please cut off my gloves,'"” she
said ; “my hands are swelling rapidly
and they are painful.”

Walter knelt before her, and, tak-
ing the hand that he had noticed was
bleeding, quickly cut the glove away,
revealing .more plainly the livid and
mangled flesh and bruses beneath.

He then turned to the other arm,
which still hung limp and helpless atb
her side,

“Lift it into my lap. It is broken,
I fear, for I have no power over it;
but the glove must come off imme-
dintely,” the woman said, as he hesl-
tuted to touch it.

He did as she commanded, but the
gleht that met s eyes whem e hiad
removed the glove nearly unmanned
him ; for the bones of tha wrist were
broken and almost protruding through
the {lesh, while he was sure there was
still another break [arther up.

But she was very brave and sell-
possessed, thanking him for his aid,
and she even smiled upon him as he
lifted his own pale face 10 hers, sa¥=
ing :

“*Let me go for a surgeon,”

“No, not yet,” she replied, “1 must
get home first [ expected my car-
riage to be here to meet mo, but 1
saw nothing of my conchiman, and
l[ear my telegram was not received,
If you will gat me a publ'e conveyanee
and help me into i, I will trouble you
no further.”

“Tave yvou baggage 7" Waller in-
quired, springing to his fect to execute
herfeommission, and thinking she was
the bravest lady he had ever seell.

“Yes, and I sehall need it, too. You
will find my checks in the pocked of
my travellingag."”

He found them, and darted from the
room.

He secured a earrlags, and then ns-
glated the man In  transferring the
baggage to t, notinr that the trunks
wers marked “Mrs. M. E. Howland,"
ard that they had come from BE,
Louls.

This accomplished, he returned to
the waiting-room for the injured wae

an., whom he nss'sted to the concin
where he made her as eomfortable as
't was possible to do. and then asked
her address.

" No. 6 —— avenune,” she told him
and would have thanked him for his
kindness, but he qu'ekly closed the
earr age door, and, springing upon the
box w.th the driver, told him to get
her home with al! possible despatch.

Arriving at No. 6 —— avenae, Mrs.
Howland appeared somewhat eur-
prised when Walter agaln presented
himself at the door to assist her to
alight. But she looked gratified, too,
in spite of her pain, which was every
moment ncreasing.

Very gently he helpad her into the
house, whieh, a slngle glance Wwas
suffclent to tell him, was a most
luxurions one, and when in less than
three minntes she had as many ser-
vants about her, eager to give her
the eare and assistance she so much

needed,
Her first order was for her coach-

» :
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to relieve her uutll should arrive,
and was 8o brave and eleerful, in
gpite of her that Walter
was fil wit' admiration for her.
He the driver get the trunks
nto the , pald and diemised him,
and then went and asked If there was

anything more he could do.

“Yes, my young friend ; tell me your
name, that I may know to whom I
am Indebted for 0o much kindness,”

Mrs. Howland answered, while she

stodied hie line face earnescly. 5
“My name is Richardson — Walter

Richardson,” the young man replied.

“Walter Richardson!” she repeated, |
fﬁ‘l nTp-ur:uIinr tone. “Where do you

Te "

;'Immi&elph‘.n. nwllr: but just |
at p am er a bulld- |
ing eontract in thﬁ pml’:gﬂll

“*Where do your parents reside 7

“I have none; I was born in New
York clty, whera both my father and
mother died. But, madam, pray do not
let me trouble you with my affalrs
while you are sulfering 0. I had bet-
ter leave you now,” Walter concluded,
seelng how very Il she suddenly
seemed to have

“Yes,” elie returned, leaning wear!ly
back in her chalr, while hey face was

Liastly white, though her eyes were
astened with a look of eager Inquiry
gpon his face, “'yes, go now, but prom-
lse that you will come to see me agnin
soon ; 1 must see you agaln, for—for
you have been very kind™

“I will come,” Walter nrom!sed, and
then went AWLY, just as the surgeon
came bustiing In, and repalred to bhis
place of business.

But all day long, and for ser-
eral days hiz thoughts were with
that grand woman who had dis
pinyed 80 much wmerve and cour-
sge At a4 tim* when almost any one
eise would have been prostrated by the
palnful ordeal thirough which she had

passed,
CHAPTER XXXIL

An Arrost.

Madam= Howland, as ehe was known
m the suburbnn ecity where she 7Te-
gided, wa# o very proud and wealthy
woman—or o considered by people
who only krew her ln a general Wiy,

She had belonged to one ol the oldest
families of Baltimore, had been re-
garded a8 a beauty and a belle in her
early lile; had been married tw.e?,
each time to a rich and cultivated
=entieman, and had natarally held
hievsell W th all the prije which usually
attends suc!i unexceptional blrth and
ot L0

8he had no ehlldren—though roport
gald that she hoad lost, years ago, one
idolized son-—-and lived alone in her
erandeur, with only her servanis
abont her ; was considered exceedingly
exclusive and cold-hearted by soclety,
though it was whispered nmong the
poor that bher purse and heart wore
always open to thelr needs nnd suppii-
catlions.

Walter ealicd at her door every
moruning durarz the woek after her

accident, tc¢ iuquire for her, and
was glad to learn that alie
was doing very well, although her
wiiurles lau been of o very
serious nature. Her right wrist and
arm had been broken in two places,
besides being bad.y bruised, while the
left hand had been shockingly lacer-
ated, though no bones were broken in
it.

At the end of a week Walter was
invited to enter, being told that mad-
am desired to see him.

He wna conducted to her private
par.or—a beautiful room in the sec-
ond story of the house, where he found
her sitting in a huge invalid-chair,
both hands bandaged and he pless, and
‘ooking somewhat worn from the pain
that she had suffered, but stiil bear-
ing herse.f proudly, and with the dis-
tinguished alr that had so atiracted
Wa'ter when he first saw her.

She glanced up as he entered, in a
bright and animated way, saying:

“We'l, young mzn, you find me still
erippled, and I Imagine it wiil be some
time yet before I shall be able to
shaks that good right hand of yours
that did me such efficient serviece.
However, 1 wanted to see you. Bo
draw a chalr mear to me, and talk to
me for a llttle while.”

Wa'ter obeyed, remarking as he snt
down, that he was giad to find her
s0 much mora comfortable than when
he saw her last,

“Yes, if you call it comfortable to
be a literal example of what it is
to have yvour hands tied,” she respond-
ed, laughingly.

She was a charming old lady, and
entertained her young guest bril
liantly for hall an hour, and ignoring
herself, gradually led him to talk
about his own life, questioned him
about his business, and at last adroit.
ly managed to draw from him some-
thing of his history.

He was very much attracted by
her, and was surprised at the ear-
est she manifested in him.

“What can I do to reward you for
yvour kindnesg to me?" she nsked,
with o benignant smile, when he [in-
nlly arose to leave.

“ Pray mnever mention the matter
again in that way, madam,” Waiter
responded, flushing, and drawing him-
sell up a trifle proudly. “l am only
too glad that I was able to be of
service to you, and I hope I[ there
js anything that I can uo at any
time, you will command me.”

“Thank you, and I will take youat
your word instantly,” madam replicd,
smiling. “You can be of use tO Ing,
for you have cheered me wonderfully
this morning, and I shall command
that youn come to gee me often."”

“That i8 a very agreeable order,
and one whicly I am sure 1 shall take
plensure In obeying,” Walter return-
ed, smiling also.

She looked at him earnestly a mo-
ment, then sald:

1 you, young man; you make
me t of—of some one whom 1
used to know ; and it will do me good
to have a young face in the hoase. S0
please drop in frequently, while you
remain in the city.”

“] will, thank you,” he replied,
heartily, feeling that it would be de-
lightful to bhave the privilege.

He approached the door as he spoke,
but it was opened before he coud
reach it by a servant, who came in,
iooking pale and startled.

She cast a frightened ook at Wal-
ter as she pass*d him, and going to her
mistress gald, in a low tohe:

“Madam, there is an officer below
who wants——""

“An officer | interrupted Madame
How!and, in a tone of surprise. ““What
can he possibly want in this house i

“He says he has come Lo arrest—"
the gir! began, then stopped, con-
fused, while her glance wandered ap-

“An officer to arrest some one here [
“Yes, madam."
“Whom § Te.l me Instantly, and end
“The young gentleman, dam,"
an, ma ¢
Sarah fa.tered, with & deprecating
look at Waltes.

The young man looked astonished.

“Did I wunderstand rightly—that
there is an officer be.ow who asseris
that he has come here to arrest mef”
he asked, turning to the gir.

“Yes sir; so he says."”

“Madame Howland,” Walter contin-
ved, turning to his hostess, and speak-
ing regretiully. “1 am very sorry to
have you so annoyed, and there s
surely some mistake. It cannot be
that I am the persa for whom the
offirer 18 searching, sinee 1 have done
nothing to be arrested for. I will go
at once and have the mystery ex-
Mained.”

“No,” sald madam, making a littie
auvthoritative gesture; “stay where
you are, il you please.”

Then, turning to the girl, she
added

“2arah, go down and nsk the of-
flcer il he will do me the favor to
come up stalrs.”

Walter protested agalnet this, for
he could not endure the thought of
her wing annoyed on his account;
but she insisted.

“Of course it iz all a mistake,” she
sald; “but it may be a mistake that
may cause you some trouble, and I
ehould mot rest untll it was eXx-
plained. Go, Sarah.”

The girl retired, but soon return-
od, accompanied by an offleer, who,
the moment he saw Walter, ap-
proached him and arrested him *in
the name of the law.”
*What does this mean ™™
man inguired,
turbed,

“It meang that I have orders 1o
take you into custody, and I am sim-
p'y performing my doty,” the man
returned, reading his prisoner's [ace
with a searching glance, .
What is the charge agalnst him*®
demonded Madame Howlamnd, haugl
tily.

“I regret to say, madam, that it
is—robbery,” the oflicer returned, ™
Epeciiully.

“Robbery I exclaimed both of
listeners, in one breath, while o vivid
erimoni gliot over Walter's face. Lien
quickly receding, left him pale as
deatl.

“Yes, that Is the charge,” tiu
answernd,

"Whoem have 1 robbed ?
| aceused of having takea 7
SOOI TN T '|I'l‘_'llli|1';::l|'_
“Money and jewels."
“"Money and jewels : [ lave no money
but what 1

'“':“" b j Oung
looking greatly dis-

w it 1l

have honordably e

and as for jewela 1 have no u finy
them,” Walter replied, with o
ful curl of his ilps,
LLI L TR ] 1 1 ¥ ] Y i r ¥
Phat may be, my young Iru
gtill 1 must do my duaty, and yon 1

prove your innocence belore n
and jury.” the officer answeraed, bul
not unkindly.
“Pray, Mr, Officer, explaln what t
procecding means 7" madam now il
terposed, looking flushed and anxiouw
“This young geatieman has been very
kind to me, and 1 am nterested
him ; he has been coming to my b '
nearly every day for a week, and
certainly does not appear like one »
has committed so grave a erime.
“That 1§ true, madam,” the oilicer
returned, studying Walter's Iraul
manly face, and beginning to {esl
very favorably dlsposed toward him,
“But quite a sum of money and some
valuable dinmonds were missed o week
ago to-day by a laay, Mrs. Iloberd
Gordon, who ls at present living in t
house of Mr. Edmund Carpenter, of
Phlledelphia. A thorough searcih Was
nt once instituted fopr the missing valu
ables—thie servants nnd housckeeper
were questioned and examined, bub no
clue mould e discovered, and at [irst
no one could account for the robibe
as the house did not have the appe:
ance of havipng been Jorcibly
ed, and pothing else wits
there wis much in the house that wa
valunble which a practiced eprac
man woald surely have made wa
with. Several days passed, and the
man had passed the night in Gl
house, having been detained there by
a severe storm, and having left  th

He was stlil very pale, anid fe

1 ht
wore An anXiois expression. for it |

snddenly flashed upon him, NS o
rempembered Mri. GOordon s Lred e
of lilm, and all that Raby had o

him regarding her wishes, thal =i

“Mra. Howlana,” he sald, lifiing 1
troubled eYeE, ynd mee
frankly, “what the officer has
you is irue—] did nig b
Mr. Carpenter’'s houss a Wi ck ago
night. I went '

[ e b ]
- 3
I s | L

thera to ca.l upon Mis
Ruby Gordon, t he
betrothed, and who 8 the sister-in

storm came up woie |
I was prevaled upon (o remain ui
tl: morning. 1 left very early, as M
Carperter's residence s quite a di
tapnce from the eclty, and 1 wisl

my room after entering 1t wntll I lef

curred. More than al this,
added. with a disdainfu. look, "it
not likely that I would be guilty

hope to marry.”
“0O)f course not," repied

true : the train in which I was com-
ing from St. Louls reached the station
just about the thme of his arriva
here. I met with o severe acciden!
jusi afler alighting from the ecar, and
he came at ones to my assistance. He
had not the sightest appearance of
having done anything wrong then,
nor since, for he has been coming hers
near.y every day, and 1 believe 1 could
vouch for his integrity under any cir-
cumstances.’”

“No doubt, madam, no doubi,”" re-
turned the official, blandly, “and I
wi'l probably all come out right ; but
my orders are Impemtive. 1 have a
warrant for ithe young man's arreg
and I must do my duty.”

(To be Continusd.)

prehensively toward Walter.
“What are you talking about
Sarah 1" demanded madam, excited!y.

TORONTO

| ¥p man 8 free who ecannot Som-

smand himsell.—Pythagoras.

taken, thote.d

it wans remembercd that this young

place very early in the morning
fore apyone wis astir, suspicion 1
turally fell upon Lim. If, however,
the man added, in conclusion, “he can
prove his innocence, Le wiill i®
leased immediately.”

"'.I'!.i-' B YiEry |1i.'|-r_-r-.-r-,'|..l" i
Madame Howland, turning vo Walle:
and regarding him with a troub
loaks.

|
should marry Edmund Carpenter, thad

this might be a plot 0o entan e i
and to rein him in the eyes of 1
waorld, and thus blast every hope i
ever winning Huby [or s wile

lady 1o whom ] am

‘aw of Mrs. Gordon, who, It 18 asseri-
uﬂ. I'. s been r.:'!.-'.}l*l|. ,"L EeVae e { hunder -
was Lhere, nnd

to catch the early train for Chesier
in order to be on hand here when mj
men began their work. 1l did not eave

the house, and you can testify that 1
came directly hither, as that was the
morning on which your accldent oc-
Walter

robbing the sister of the lady whom |

madam ;
“and, Mr. Officer, what he says Is ol

¥




