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lwith hearts were (nll of what
cccurre ! the previous day. They k
that they had betrayed. In  that
moment of danger, somethag of the
wnoerness who' vhey had becn learn.-
ng to feel lor each other durlng the

|mﬂ

1

had | a doubt, by allowing this young lady
new , 80 drag me wherever her sweet will

has prompted this summer,” he sald,
Mtly pinehing the rosy cheek next
him. * But,” he added, ' the train is
ready to start, and [ must not cetain
you. Good morning , we shall look for

past week ;. while Walter reasoned  You some evening shortly.”

within himself that ne nad as yet no
right to claim anything from Ruby.
s wen=e of honor and pride forbade
h.+ making any formal declaration of
his love antll he should attain a posi.
tion that would place him above the
asplelon of being a fortune-hunter.

Upon reaching the station Walter
vk Ruby’'s bags and wraps and found
hir A
AMr Gordon remained outside to smoke
hi+ after-breakfast eclgar. The road
wias o branch, and the traln they
woere to leave on was obliged to walt
for another to pass, anl thus the
voung peopie had about fifteen min.
it o themselves béfors the [ipal
vibens wonld have to be sald.

‘I hope your trip home will be an
<ijryable one,” Walter remarked, al-

' of this invitation, !iftea hls hat, with |

comfortable seat in a edr, while |

ter they were ssated, and anxlous #o |

hreak the silenes that seemed to haunt
them =0 pérsistently.

“It was very pleasant coming : the
sregery s excesdingly [fine all the
woay. Bnt there s nothing.like whaot
I have sean here; this has been a
week of weeks o me,” Ruby sald,
with a llttle sigh of pleasure, ns her
mind wandered back over those bean

tifu! days

Wa'ter's face lighted, and his eyes
glowed with pleasure. 'They had
been  together almost constantly, |

and

surely, f the time had passed
a0 dellghtfally, she must have been

|

+'

happy in his soclety. |

1 cannot help béing exceedingly |

pratiflie] to. hear you say 80, ['lt‘.'i

sakl, in a low tone, “for 1 felt very |

much like an intrtider, upon  the |

evening of my arrival.” '

How s0?" Ruby asked, with sur- |
[ L

“lecause | had come without
specinl  invitation, although' I have

i |

always had a standing one: but 1|

The young gir! was very truthful,

ns we have always seen. She de-

feare! | might interiere with other |
plans, and thus mar your 'enjoy- |
ment.” |
“(Oh, indeed, you have not. Pray |

do not think that; yeu have '—
[tuby had begun impuisively, wish-
ng to dissipate any such fancy, but
she suddenly stopped short, as if |
slwe might say too much. 1
“What have 1 done, Miss Gor- |
chom 7 Please [inlsh what yUu were |
roing to say."” Walter pleaded. |
l

sprise] anything
prevarieation, and
el to compiete her sentepce, even
thoungh it cansed her some embar
rasEment to do  eo.

like deception or
s ghe [elt oblig.

very much to
my—our pleasure,”” she confessed,
with a bhelghtened color. :

There was a moment's pause. Then
Walter anid, in a low, thrilling tone :

Thank vou for telllng me this, Miss
Ruby ; you have made me very hap- |
and—may [ tell you something |
in retarn |

Yes, I you wish™

“The past week has been the hap-

Y
| }

piest of my life,” the young man sald,
volee that made her heart leap |
with a strange Joy. “ Whatever |

comes W me later, whether 1 [fall
qaeceed In life, in my plans and
hopes [or the fature, It will be a de-
chtiul memory—a grean spot—all
wisis to look back upon as long as |

o L1 XY
L and the tender, wistful tone in
they were uttered, that Wal
hardson loved her with a love
th ould last as long as his noble
[ t shomald beat, She understood,
s, from what he had sald about fall- |
o or snecess, that he would not feel |
o to tell her openly of !t until he
s i ke

|
Gordon knew from these few |

for himsell a position |
orthy to offer her. i
happy |lttle smile quivered about |

her re !l mouth, and she felt that she

hould not mind walting uantil hnl
<h hes ready tO speak.
What (d it matter ?—they were |
both young.
b\ e knew that he would never fall !
ne ecoulil fall who had a tithe |
the cournge and energy that ‘he |

posgesced, and she bolleved he would |
ot stand a pesr among the noblest |
honored. '
e loviel hlm. Tﬂi-"'ir Hh” Wis fl.l.“:f
ous of the fact now, andshe
e patient until he should
e (roe to ask her to be his wife.
Walter saw that little smile, and
t mmde hig heart leap for joy; for
t, together with the blush which |
to her brow, told him that
¢  wns unnderstood. I
The bell rang just then, and there |

{5t

wis no time for anything farther, |
for Mr. Gordon thei: came forward |
to take his seat with Ruby.

H shook hands cordially Wlﬂll
Walter, saying: |
“1 suprose you will soon rétarn 7

Yes, by the end of another
werk,” the young man replied. '
“1 hope we shall see more of you |
then,” continued the elder gentle- |
man, with a sty glance at his gis- |
ter, whose heightened color and

i!:‘lu'lsr':”_l: o he had npot TEHBIJ to
Ol Ty i,
Thank
“ We
pany,”
for
ettt

vou, sir,” sald Walter.
are nall fond of young com-
Mr., Gordon pursued, “and I,
one, shall be glad to become
'+ acqualnted with yoo. Ruby,
can't von second my invitation 7

Ruaby started. She had scarcely
heard what her brother was saying.
":' thoughta had gone back to yes-
. ww—to her peril, her resgue; to
how, for a few brief moments, she had
bee ) ginspad elose to Walter’s terror-
stricken heart, and he had called her
hie “darlmg,” and =he had felt that
he waz all the world to her.

But ale looked up.as her brother
put this question to her, and met Wal-
ter's earnest eyes reading her [faee
wigtlully.

“Certainly,” she sald, tying to
thirow off the embarrassment of the
moment, “do ecome to ase us, Mr.
Relardson, when you come back to
Philadelphla ; my brother is, as be
sayvs, very fomd of young eompany.’”

Holbert Gordon langhed. Bhe had
spoken very demurely. but he felt sure
that she was Iaboring under an un-

| hia wilo :

natural restraint.
“1 think I have proved that beyond

Walter bowsl a sm'ling aecceptance

one last Imgering glance at Ruby.
and hastened from the ear with very

happy heart, and yet feeling, a8 he

watched the train disappear arouad
a bend in ¢he road, as if half the sun-
shine had been blotted from the day.

. CHAPTER XVI
: A Cail Its Result.

Walter's second week soon slipped
away, and be returned to his business
with a heart full of courage and re-
solution.

_He had served two years under Mr,
conant, and had done excellent work,
+# that gentelman told him—work
which, though it might have seemead
more ke drugery to him, he would
never regret. And not he was to serve
two yvears more in the office, and In
learning how to manage contracts,
at a salary which would be gauged
according tw the progress he made.
After that he would be ready to go
Lt busipess [or himself, if he ghouald
leel so disposed.

cMr. Conant felt that he had secured
a4 genius in Walter, for he proved to
be peculiarly adapted to the business,

anid

He was often surprised by the apt
and valaable suggestions which he
made regarding diffienit and intri-

eate plans, while he certainly pos-
sl excellent taste and judgment.

Walter avallea himsell of Mr. Gor-
dog's invitation to call not long alter
h]ﬁ:’ return, and he wins most cordially
received by all the members of the
family, although his pleasure was
very shortly interrapted by the en-
trance of Edmund Carpenter, who had
repewed his vizits: ane attentions to

Ruby immedintely upon discovering
that she was in the city.
Y oung Carpenter was | vidently

anything but plensed ¢o i 1 Walter

1 visitor in that house, and greeted
him eoldly, whilea an unmistakable
[rown settled upon his brow at what
e euns dered his importinent ngsurance
for daring %o be upon such femdiliare
terme with people so far above him
“gally.

Tien he endeavored to monopolize
ftubys t me and attention. She tried
to divide her [avors between her two
callers, but Edmund Carpeanter adroit-
Iy managed to make all sueh efiorts
appear so loresl that shie rrew em-
barrassed wlhenever she attempted to
speak to Walter, and pe. observing it,
was upon the point of excusing him-
!l and tak:ng his leave, when Mr.
Gordon drew him into conversation
regarding hls new residenes, which
wins now nearly ready for opcupancy,
and alter that thilngs moved along
mery smoothily, -aithough the jevening
proved to e aovthing but a pleasant
I,

He eonld not fail to perceive that
Edmund had serious designs apon the
voung girl whom be had learned to
love, amnd he told himsell that, perhaps
e had no right to intariere between
lwer and the brilliant prospects that
wonld be hers i he could win her for
amnd yet the very thought
was torture to him

Ruby was not hersell at all that
aven'ng ;. she was laboring under a
painful restraint. engendered by the
antagonism wnien she felt that Ed-
mund Carpenter entertalned for
Walter, and she, too, was very mlser-
able when at length the young man
arose to take his leave,

Edmund made his adieus at the
same time, and the two men passed
out together, while Walter instinct-
lvely felt that he had some sinister
purpose in thus accompanying him,

He was not long left in doubt.

“Are you not rather presum:ng In
Jdsiting a lady of Miss Gordon’s posi-
von?' voung Carpenter abruptly
asked, alter they had passed into the
street. .

“If you call responding to an lnvi-
tation given by Mr. Gordon and sec-
omded by his sister ‘vresuming.’
dJoubtless [ am gullty ol the charge,”
Walter replled, with some coldness,

“Indeed! When were yvou so fortu-
nate as to secure sach an invitation,
allow me to ask 7'

“To be exact, I belleve it was ten-
lered me on the twentieth of last
month."”

“Neither Miss Gordon nor her bro.
ther was in the city at that time,”
retorted Edmund Carpenter.

“Very true; nelther was I," Walter
quietly replied.

“Ha ! Where were you 7"

“I spent the two weeks ol my vaea-
tion with Mr. Ruggles at Redville.”

Mr. Carpenter experienced an in-
ward shock at this information.

“Were you there during Miss (Gor-
don's visit to the farm ?”

I‘I-I mll' {

“And played the gay eavalier to the
best of your ability, I presume "

“l do not know what you mean to
insinnate by that, Eamund,” Walter
said, coldly; “but, at all events, I
took Miss Gordon about a good deal,
and enjoyed a very pleasant visit with
her and her brother.” :

Edmund Carpenter gnawed his un-
der lip angrily. This, then, gmuntad
for the unusual reserve which Ruby
had manifested toward him since her
retarn.

Walter had been playing the agree-
able to her while she was at Redville.
He must nip the thing in the bud.

“Well,” he said, gruffly, after con-
sddering these points for a few min-
utes, “I wish to inform you that Iam
addressing Miss Gordon. and with her
brother’s permissmion, and I desire
that you will do nothing that will
interfere with my plans.”

He had, indeed, recently sought Mr.
Gordon and solicited hls consent to
his addressing his sister. i

Mr. Gordon had gravely told him
that it was a matter in which Ruby
harse!f was chiefly concerned; that
he should never ley any obstacle in

and if she

the way of her happiness; 5
shou'd ';utuw hufmutiun upon him,
he should freely give his consent
their union. ,

Robert Gordon, however, was very
sure, from what he had seen at Red-
ville, that Ruby would never marry
Edmund .

‘Walter's neart sank heavlly upou |
of in- ;

bemng toid this, while a feellug

d.gnation sprang up within him at the

toue of auvthority which his rival had
¥ toward him.

It is not my Intention to ever in-
terfere with any of your plans, Fd-
mund,” he returned, in the same tone
‘a8 before, “If you desire to win Miss
Gordm—and can do so"—with a little
umintentonal emphasis on those last
words, ol ecourse it s all right and
proper ; but both Mr. and Miss Gor-
don have proffered we thelr hosptal-
ity, and having no o-ngenial home,

Set 1o reason why I shou)d not avall
mysell of it cccasionally.”

“You are verv indevendent about it;
Pperliaps you even ire to win Miss
?u‘;,ml yoursell,” sneered his compan-

A swllt [lush mounted to Walter's
brow, and an angry retort rushed to
his Lps, He checked it, however.

“I am not in a position to aspire to
- anything of the kind at present,” he
- enid, gravely.

“That 18 the most sensible thing
that I have heard you say to-uight,”
Mr. Carpenter returned in a Some-
what maollifled tone, “All the auns,"”
he added, It might be Just as well to
keep out of temptation, and out of the
way of dolng an injury to others.”

“I do not think I clearly understana
the latter part of your remark.”

‘Well, then, to be piain, it may do
my cause harm if you continue to
visi. the Gordons.”

“Surely you ecannot feel very con-
f'dent of succeed'ng in your designs,
if you fear that the occasiona! visits
of any one will mar your olans.”

Edmuna turnea upon him fiercely:

“None of your sarcasms to me, if
you please. I know what I am about,
I am bound to win the pretty heir-
ess if I can, and it won't be heal!ths
for you, e~ any one, to balk me in my
purpose.”

“Then it is the heiress not a wife
—nol the sweet, gentle woman—whom
you wish to win,” sald Waltar, a note
of scorn in his tone, for a:l his man-
hood arose indignamtlv against such
a fate for beautifu. Ruby  Gordon,

“SweelL and gentie fiddlestick "
was the contemptuous retort. “Don't
be absurdly sentimental, Walter. Of
couree 1 admire: Ruby Gordon—love

-

pretty giri like that, with thirty thou-
sand dollars tacked on as an addi-
tional charm? I am going to marry
her if I can get her, and—1 want you
to keep out of my way. Do you under-
stand ¥

“Yes, | understand,” Walter said,
caimly, but longing to make him suf-
fer for speaking so Lippantly of the
woman he loved.

LEdmundg Carpenter turned upon him
with an angry frown.

Do you mean to imply by that
tome that you urderstand my wish
but will not head 1t 7" he demanded.

Walter paused a moment before re-
plying : then he sald quietly buot
(trmly:

*1 should be willng to heed ay rea-
sonable and elvil requeet which you
might make, Edmund, although I do
not feal that I owe you very much of
consg deration ; but il you imagine that
I am golng to deprive mysell of the
enjoyment of a pleasant and profit-
abie lrlendship, simply tc comply with
or pamper 4 reak of jealousy on your
part, you have made a mistake, I pvill
continue to visit at Mr. Gordon's so
wong a8 [ am welcome,™”

“Then I warn you that if I fiall wa
my plans because of you, It will be the
sorriest day that you ever knew,
Walter Richardson!" cried hils com-
panlon in a roage.

“You may spare your threats, kd-
mutid, for I shall not heed them. |
wigh you no L, and I would not know-
ingly injure you in the estimation of
anyone. 17 you can win Miss Gordon's
haart, BRhe will doubtless marry you ;
il you eannot, she will never b 50 un-
true to hersalf, or to you, as to take
auch u folse gtep,;"”

“You speak very confidently. You
must nave closely studied Miss Gor-
don’'s eharacter.”

“Yea, I do speak confidently; and
[ am sure that Ruby Gordon Is =n
true and conscientions woman—that
she will never forfelt her sell respect
by acting a lle.”

“1 am not sure but that you have
already fallen in love with her your-
sell 1" eried young Carpenter.

The young man’'s face flushed and
his heart bounded wildly at the accu
sa tion.

He EkEnew that Edmund Cacpenter
conld never feel for Ruby a tithe of
the affection whick lns true heart
lind Pestowed upon her; while the
mere thought of losing her—of hav.
ing her sacrificed o his designs—
wias ke rending soul from body.

But he would never confess his secret
to the man beside him : torture shouald
nt wring it from him.

“Sllence signifies assent.” pursued
Edmund, bending forward to look in.
to Walter's face as they passed a
streed lamp.

“Not necessarily,” was the unmoved
reply. “I did not think it worth while
to make any response to your sneer-
ing remark."”

‘Begear ! pauper! Is this the re
turn voun make for all that has been
done [or you in the past 7"

cdmund was exasperatad beyond
andurance at Walter's superior self-
control, and the indifference that he
had manifested to his commands and
threats.

Walter's hands closed and unclosed
with a convul=ive movement., and for
n moment he was tempted to make
his insolent companion measure his
length upon the pavement.

jut hise bhetter nature controiled
him, though hls high spirit resented the
opprobrious eplthets that had heen
applied to him.

“1 am nelther a beggar nor a paun-
per,” le returned, slowly and with
impresgive  distinetness, " and 1 owe
you no return for anything, for you
have never done me a kind or gener-
ons act during all the years that we
have known each other. Your father
I loved and revareneed for his good-
ness to me, and had he lived, any ser-
viee that 1 could have rendered him
woulkl have been but a pleasure to
me. I do not wish to quarrel with
you. For his sake, I would wgsh to
always treat you with respeets and
consideration. DBut it is worse than
folly to prolong this interview. I turn
here, and will wish you good night.”

“Btay,” eried young Carpenter,
laying a heavy hand upon Walter's
shoulder, and speaking in a low, llerce
tone. “ I hope you understand me: it
will not be wise for you to cross my
path at the Gordons' very olten.”

Walter shook himself [free [rom
that detaining hand, and [(aced the
man proudly.

*1 think yon hardly understand
me,"” he sald, in a haughty tone. "1
quall before no man's threats, ns 1
will prove to you here amd now. Sup-
pose, for instanes, that I do love Ruby
Gordon ; If I were sure that she would

.world. Any other man

her, if you will. Who wouldn’t love a .

return my affeetion, 1 should try—
providad I was Iln a pusitlon to war-
rant my doing so before all the
has the
eam> priviege and right In this
free  eountry, and no " one lLas
any authority to lay restrictions up-
on another. Good-night, Edmund.”

He turned upon his heel and walked
resolutely away, but not before he
bad caught the ominous words that
were thrown savagely after h'm:

“Braggart, I have only one word to
Ay t you—bewapre "

CHAPTER XVII.

ofr. and Mrs. kuggles Come to Phlla.
lelphia.

Mr. Robert Gordon's house was ﬂ.t--
last completed, furnished and reads
for occupancy, and a veritable pal |

aceé of loxury and elegance it was, |
o egn |

The site upon which it had
bullt was unexceptional, while the
Erounds had all n Ilald out with
exquisite taste before the house was
erected,

There were long, smoothly graveled
walks, overarched with wide-spread.
ing, luxuriant trees, leading up to it.
There was a beautiful lawn, green
and smooth as velvet, in front, and
this was ormamented with choice
shrubs, lovely beds, with here and
there a fouatain and cholee pleces
of gleam'ng white statuary.

Wide marble steps led up to the
fpac ous mansion, and the grand en-
trane+ hall, whose rich and elegant
turniehinga gave but a faint ldea of
the magnuicence awaiting beyvond.

On one side of this was the grand
draw!ng-room, extending the whole
length of the house, and furnished
with almost royval splendor. Opposite
were a. reception-room, the library and
dining-room, all marvels of luxury;
while beyond there was a spaclous
conservatory, [llled with cholce plants
and exoties.

An imposing stairway of earved onk

been |

ledd to the rooms atove  which were
arranged en suite, and whieh were
aleo as rieh and beantiful as money

amd pooll* taste conld

Ruby's ' apartments, eomprising a
parlor, bedroom and dressing-room,
were upon the south side of the house,
eommanding a delightfal view of the

huvlkill ard Falrmount Park, and
were litted up with a daintiness just
siuited to the lovely glrl.

The [amily moved mto the luxurious
abnde about the lierst of December,
amnd Mr. Gordon and his wife planned
to wive o erand lonse-warmingeg not
far from Christmas time,

* Robert, let us send for Mr. and
Mre. Rueprles : It wonld b somethilng
eramnd for them to be. at such a
party,” Ruoby sald, when they were
making out Chelr list for Invitations.

Mr. Gordon laughed and glaneed at
his wile.

" Estelle, what do you say to Ruby's
propusition 7 he asked.

“Don't youn imagine
would feel rather out
ment 7 Mrs. Gordon inguilred, ralsing
her shapel, eyebrows, while her ips
curle] with n smile of scornfiul amuse-
ment.

“ People llke to
element, sometimes,” her husband
risponded. " They treated us  very
handsomely when we were at Redville.
I[Z you have no serious objections, it

make them.’

that
ol thelr

they

|-

get out of thelr

make

might be as good a time as any to
return  thelr hospitality and show
them something of the city: besides,
{l||113* seems anxiouns to have them
e,

“0Oh, Estelle, let them come,” Ruby
pleaded, * they are very niee, harm-
lese people, and I will manage not to
et them be eonspicuous at the recep-
tion to annoy you with their rustie
ways.” .

“ Very well,” asssrted Mrs. Gordon.
" Bot mind, T shall hold you to your
promise. They will be your guests,
and yon must entertain them.”

8he was a woman who had a great
reverence for gold, and she [elt that
oven the rustic Ruggles could be en-
dured] for a time, sinee they bade fair
to become, i they were not already,
e of the wealthiest [amilies in the
State.

Ruby was delighted at having gained
her sister’s eonsent. B8he knew it
would be a red-letter day in thelr
lives, 8o ghe directed their invitation,
and wrote a kind letter to send with
it, 'n whieh she beggad them to come
a week before the grand reeeption,
and make them a little visit.

she was quite diplomatic in this
movement, for she thought It would
eive her time to see that they were
properiy equipped for the oceasion. 80
that her sister’s fastidions taste need
not e offended, nor they renderedd
conspicuous among their guests by
any eceentricity of costume.

An answer came very shortly, ac-
cepting her invitation., and mention.
ing the day on which they would ar-
rive in the city.

One other favor Ruby had eravad of
her brother, but &ghe did it with droop-
ing lids and a flush upon her cheeks,

It was that he would send Walter a
card for thelr house-warming.

“You're too late, my pet.” he sald,
laughing, and patting the rosy cheek
nearest him. “One has already gone
to our fine young architeet.”

“*0Oh, thank you, Robert. for remem.
bering him. [ would nct like to have
him neglected. I am sure it will be
rare pleasare.”

“A rare pleasure to whom, petite?”
gquizzed her brother, with a twinkle
in his eyes. _

“Why, to Mr. Richardson, of course,”
Ruby retorted, but with a biush which
betrayed that it wowid be a pleasure
in which she would share.

A weok before the grand peception
Mr. and Mrs. Ruggles arrived, and
were kindly and graciously received
by the Gordons, tie fastidious lady
of the house not excepted.

Mrs. Gordon, after giving the mat-
ter some thought, had concluded that
it would bLe policy to extend every
possible eourtesy to them.

Bhe knew that they were relatives
of Edmund Carpenter—who, in her
own mind, she had decreed should
marry Ruby, if any manoeuvering
on her part conld accomplish such a
unfon. They had no children of their
own, and, sinee they had taken such a
faney to her beautiflul voung sister,
their great wealth muzht possible be
thus added to their {family. Accord-
ingly, she surprised Ruby by beaing
very graclous to them.

Mr. Gordon, having no sach mercen-
ary ealculations, was most cordial and
genial simply ont of the nobllity of
hls great heart, while Ruby betrayed
gennine delight in her weloome.

Mrs. Ruggles was very hemmingir'
arrayed In a modest but rieh travel-
ling eostume of fine, dark-gray cloth,
while her husband looked really neat
in & new and becomine bimsiness suit.

The house-warmsng had been set for
the 21st, and Mrs. Ruggies eonflided

to Ruby at the outset that she must
have a dress suitable for the oecasion,

and asked her adviee and help In ol-
taining it.
“Yonu are not to count the cost

ether, Miss Ruby,” Owen Ru in-

"1 want mother to do you
oredit, so you just get the best—what
you would want your own to wear to
sl a party.

Ruby's eyes twinkled at these in-
structions, for she remembered ks
telle’s fears regarding eccentricity of
cospume, and she resolved to give her
€ister a surprise such as she had not
had for many a day. ,

“1 will take you to my own dress-
maker,” she sald. “She will tell us ust
what :E need, and we will have her

S0 a private consaltation was held
with the fAshionabie modiste. A hand.
some black. satin was advised, and
Ruby enjoyed’ herse!! hugely in pur-
chasing it, together with some other
nice adornments for the approaching
festival. :

“Father I= golng to have a new
suit, too—made to order at Wana-
maker's,” Mrs. Ruggles confidentially
informed Ruby; and the latter could
hurdly walt to witness the astonish-
ment which she knew this new de.
parture on the part of the farmer
and his wife wonld OECASIONn both
Estelle and Edmund Carpenter.

That tleman was still very mark-
ed In his attentions to Ruby, but she
sepemed to [eel more and more of aver
slon toward him, and shunned his so-
ciety upon every possible oceasion
when she eould do so without actua)
rudeness,

The week that Tollowed the arrival of
her guests was a very busy and pleas.
ant one, for she took them to =11 the
points of interest in the city, visiting
churches. art museams, the mint, ple-
ture galleries, etc., during the day,
and polng to some concert or the
theatre In the evening.

Walter had called soon after their
arrival, and had been invited to make
one of the party whenever he could
spare the evening.

Thia was a tempiation and privi-
lege he could not resist, and he was!
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fair of the same costly materlal
H‘ﬂhﬂllhlﬂﬂﬂ white halr,
which Ruby thought was *“s0 solt
and pretty,” and which she had
persuaded her to have arranged in
a more modern fashion than she

botn “a surprise” to0
Gordon, who, on going be-
arrival of any of bher
amindﬂ:ndr from the hall, at
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one has come at a very un-

ash ble hour, and unattended,

mh nm‘” ; ?ngul ne
¥y , but

know her .

Ruby knew, and bher eyes twinkiled.

“Let ue po and see,” she spld, link-
ing her arm in her gister's; “ you
know you are a trifle near-sighted,
Estelle, and, perhaps, you may have
oot alter all.”

She led her to Mrs. Ruggles and
formally intredreed bher, and both
ladies had a merry laug hover the
Incident.

And Ruby! Who shall do justice to
the satralght, slenoer, white-robed
figure that came flitting down the
magnificent gtalrway a lew moments _
before her sister ? .

She wore a dress of gllstening white
silk, the corsage made low, but fill-

:

ed in with some (ige rich lace that ] i
was drawn up close about her f
throat, and fastenad with a #tring

of large, rare poarls.

-

i
There was o ornament about her

gave that string of pears, and one

gmall, beagtiful white lily that nest

lexd lovingly above hwer forehaad among
the masses of her polden halr; bug
Ehe was &imply exquisite from top o !
tos, while upon her bright face there

thus thrown much into Ruby's covet-

.ed society, where he was made to feel

both welcome and useful.
“You will be with us here to-morrow

evening,” Ruby said to him on the |
night before the 21st, as he was taking | substantial plece of bumanity,
| I8 bubbling over with health andan

his leave of her after having oscort-
ed her party home from the theatre,
“Yea, 1 nad planned to come in for

a little while,” he replied, with quick- |

aned heart-throbs, as he |ooked into
the lovely eyes raised with such eager
quastioning to his,

“For a little while !" she repeated,
in a disappointed tone. *Oh, I hoped
you wounid come early and stay
throogh the whole. We are to have a
delightful time. You know the stable

is but just finished—a:l but the stalls |

and boxes—and Robert has had ¢

beautifully decorated, and an awh- |

ing extended from the house to it, and
we are to dance there. You dance, do
you not §"

I-II uﬂd tﬂ'."

“And is the experience so [a:
the dim
how " Ruby asked, archly.

“No, indead, and I enjay dancing
very much ; but my life has been such
during the last two years that | have
had no opportunity, to exercise my ac-
complishments in that line.,"

“Then a little tripping
‘light lantastic *
memory and do good.

“Put I shall e a stranger %0
almost every one here.”

“1 belleve I did not [ind it such
n formidable undertaking to get ac-
quainted with you,” Ruby retorted,
with a light laugh; “and 1 kpow
seores of young ladies who willl
make charming partpers after an

in

of the
will refresh your

introduction. 1 shall expact you
to present yoursell in seasom for
the [lirst quadrille.”

“] promise, upon one condition,”

sald Walter, in an eager tone.
“And what s that?"
“That yon will danee it with me.”
A ripple of color stole into Ruby's
cheek, and her eyes dropped an in-
stant as she met his glance.
Then she drew back and swept
him a charming little courtesy, say-
lng :
pleasure, Mr.

“* With Richardson.

I am delighted to have secured your |

presence upon such easy terms.”

*“Thank you,” Walter simply re
turned, mt his eyes told her that
he longad toglve utterance to muach
gtronger language, while the clasp
of his hand at parting had a lov
er's lingering touch in it

CHAPTER XVIIL
The House Warming.

It would be difficult to describe the
elegance and beauty of Robert Gor-
don's residence on the evening ol the
21st. _

The grand drawing-roww. ail white
and gold, except where rare and
gorgeous flowers and other adornings
made vivid contrast, was radiant with
the light from a hundred gas-burn-
ers, and into it poured the elite from
evary quarter of the eity.

Silks and satins, velvets, laces, and
jeweala, of every description, [lashed
and glistened im the brilliant light;
youth with its beauty and spark.e,
age with its learming and dignity;

pride, and pomp, and fashion, all
ming.ed in the grand scene, which
wns never forgotter by those who

participated In it.

The whole mansion had been thrown
open to the guests, and every one
felt free to wander wherever he
wi.led.

The conservatory opened out f[rom
the dining-room, and was a place of
bewildering loveliness, and also of

melody, for many songsters had been |

hung a!l about. and filled the place
with their saweet stralns.

A door opened [rom the cast side
of this, andd from it the space to
Je large and elegant stable Mfhd
been inclosed witn canvas, so that
those passing to and fro would be
ghielded from the keen night alr.

As Ruby had told Walter, no boxes
or stalls had as yet been put into
the building, and the whcle lower
floor was to be devoted to dancing.

It was Dbrilliantly lighted, ond
draped in warm, bright hues: [low-
ers gleamed in  every corner and
hung in festoons from the celling,
and the place was a perfect bower
of beauty: while at one end, be-
hind a floral screen, a fine or-
chestra wnas stationed to discourse
entrancing strains to bewlteh [airy
feet.

Mrs. Gordon was handsome and
stately In lavender welvet, white
lace, and diamonds; while her hus-

band looked the whole-hearted,
genial host that he was, in his even-
ing dress of [inest broadeloth.

Mr. Ruggles looked quite the gen-
tleman in his new suit, and Mrs.
Ruggies was quietly elegant in her
black satin, with collar and culfs
of point lace, and a dalnty little af-
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past that you have forgotten |

restedd such a tender grace that B

was the lovellest featore of all

“What spirit from the uapper &
world have we here? gald her

brother, mectinge: her at the foot of

the stalrs, and stooping to wind
L arms aroond her, while he gazed .
with a world of love and pride .
| upon her,

she stood on tiptoe, put up her

Acarlet lips and kissesd him.
“No spiris at all, Robert, but a very
who

" tieipation untll bher very toss are
tingling to the strainsg of your
musgic,” &he replied, laughing and tap-
| ping her satin-slippersd [00t in Uine
with the gay waltz that came [loat-
lnge In from beyond the conservatory.

“You are very lovely, Ruby—Ilike
some ‘falr lady garmented in light,'”
gnlki her brother, with another fond
A Pess.
|  *0h, fint
thoae

retorted,

b refnerd
marriea man
falr girl

Robéert, what
tery, and you a
years!"” the
roguishly.

Mr. Gordon quoted,
fondly regarding her
“She frowns no goddess, she
] T
polter charm
ner lles,

I framed to captivate, yet notsur-

| ten

emilingly, still

e o—

LY ik TR

:Th" that in her man- l

prise, :
It justly suits the expression of her
face;
“#15 Jess than dignity and more than
grace."
“EBpare me!” Haby
mock dismay. 1 oonfess 1 oXx-
| pected! something of this later on,
thouglh from a different source . but
to be overwhelmed by such a® \
avalanche at the outset. and bf
| & gray-halred veteran, falrly takee
imy breath away.”
“It will not harr you.
er Rupggles gaye, ‘You
apod lexd.’ But, really,
| taken my breath away
you us 80 charmingly,
“Thank you I
| tume mysell.”
(T e continued.)
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restioss nt night, they roguire
or two of Miller's Wonm Howders,

HE
1|..-=|':'|.'~""l1
&
sl L
| v [ rneess

RS A T

ird

of

i 11 ®

(* limss |

R T L

e

[halinnre
oi Usin ]

" i
Fiig N

-

| 1
lIII

gt

Cun*t Chanze

W e
s 1l
amal s
uniform

1 -
ol W) =

Water Cheap In Glasgow.

In Glasgow a £15 householder ob-
tains for 71d per annum o continuous,
never falling, unrestricted stream of
the purest water Inthe workl, de-
livered plght into the kitchen, wash-
house and bathroom It & caleulated
that 380 gallons of pure water are .
delivered to the citizens of Glasgow
for every penny pakl. And it i85 wa-
ter of such pecullar softness that Lle
houscholders of Glasgow can pay
| thelr water ratee out of what they
| BAYVE OI O,

- J

The Latest and Best is
TIGER STOVE POLISE.

| For a bright. beautiful, lnsting shine,
| it has no equal.

! Will be Disappointing.
An English scientist shows that li-
quid air cannot do the great tLhings
expected of It as a source of power or
| of refrigeration. The cost of manufac-
ture 8 such that it canmot pay 1o
useé the alr produced by the evapora-
tion of the liguld for the propulsion of
an engine. For relrigeration a ‘ump {
ol lce beats a bottle of the liguid |
alr. P 1 TNe l
Be ng! It Is only noceasary to
take Miller's Compound Iron Mills to |
| retain youthful appsarance and vigor, !

The office of the Biscuit Manu-
factoring Company, Moutreal. was
entered by burglars, who gagged the
night watchmmn, blew open twogsales
and stole $250,
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