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HE LIVES IN OLD MEXICO, AND IS
WORTH $5,000,000,000,

Eives In & Palace as Magnificent as & |
King's—Me 15 Worith Untold Wenlih
and His Name Is Plain John Smith. ]

If reports are true, the -ichest man
In the world lives in Mexico, and his
name ls plain John Smith. The Mexi-
cans, in their exaggarated politeness,
t.nll him Don Juan Smidio, but in Eng-
lish this means nothing more than Don
John Smith, says the Chicago Inter-
Ocean.

Mrs Smith's wealth is estimated at
$5.000,000,000. It consista of lands,
catile and mines, and treasure vaults
containing a supply of gold and silver
that would run any of the banks in
this country.

Liom Bmidio does not like the ap-
Pearance of things political in Mexico,
“After Diaz, the deluge,” is his asser-

tion, and he is preparing for it by a |

gradual transfer of all his interests to
the United States. “Mexico is a well-
Boverned eountry mow,” says the Don,
“thanks to the ability of Diaz, but he
cainot last much longer. Such men
&s Diaz are scarce, and [ know |h|=.I
Mexican character well enocugh to|
understand that revolution and chaos
will attend the efforts of ambitious
men who desire to soceeed him.” Don
Smidic has already bought an immense |
tract of land in Zapata County, Texas,
on which he will erect a magnificent
palace. His other possessions he is
quiztly turning into money as fast uﬁf
possible, or trading them for property
In the Siates. !
LARGEST LAND HOLDER.

Dor. Smidio is the largest holder of
land in either Mexico or the United
States. He owns more than a million
mcres in one tract in the State of Nueva

Leon, and there is a little less than 1[}[&!{1,,.,,,,-1,:.-

square miles included under one con-
tinuous line of wira fence in his fam-
ous lLos Floritas ranch, on the Rio
Grande. One straight string of this
fence follows the south shore of the
Rio Grande for more than 100 miles.
1T hal longest con- |
tinuous string of pastiure fence 1n the
world

13 said to be the

I'his is not only the largest,

bui it Is the best improved ranch in |

Mexico |
1The ranch dwelling, which I8 oceu-

pled just at this time by an old don

and his family, 18 said to have cosi |
more than $1,000000,000, and i
of the

pleces of architecture in the world. The

18 Oone
most striking and beautiful |
plans of the buillding were furnished
by Hulican, a distingulshed French ex-

ile hose genius has made the city of
Mesico one of tnpe lovellest cities in |
th world. 'he frieze of the innum- |
erable marble columns and the orna- |
meniation of the great front doors and
the arches above them have won the

ind visitors,
the old don gave his
daughter free access to his
vaulis when this wonderful

Llace was furnished. [t 18 sawd that |
#P'L':l‘l =midio made a trip to ERurope
l;"‘-'I.-i":.l”"r to inforim kPersell as to the
latest apnd most artisite siyles of fllr-|
nirurs ind  household decorntions,
Thoeugh she was born and raised on the
frontivrof 1Texas, where all educational
and social atiainments are limited, she
has shiwn that she possesses excellent
tagte and critical _-".i;||_‘:::IIF'1I[ in all mat=
ters periaining to the orpameniat.on
of a costly hs
THE COMFOLT= AND LUXURIES.

A stranger Ils amazed al the com-
forts and luxuries that are placed
within easy reach of all gues's who
are fortunate enough to be welcomed
to the Los Floritas ranch ' here :||'¢-I
over 00 miles of telegraph wire on Lhe
ranch, makiog couneciion with a teie-|
raph line that places the ranch house
rn communication with all parts of
the world. An ice factory that 18 sel-
dom shut down, sepplies cold drinks (o
the 00 cowboys that are employed jp
locking after the caltle and horses.
[ce is furnished gratuiiously to all the
inhabitanis of the litile village of
Guerraro, not far away. There are
fifieen sub-overseers dwelling on dif-
ferent parts of the rench, and they are
sonnected by telephone with the main
ifie. There is no such thing as dark-
sess on the Loa Floritas ronch, for one
wald pick up a pin at midnight on the
reat lawnorin the corrals miles away
‘rom the big ranch house. It is cer-
tainm that the old don wishes from the
bottom of his heart that the Fio
arande ran on the south side oif lLos
Florltas, or that ha possessed the
power (0 move his fine house and his
ranch overintothe United Stites, and
f he lives a little longer Lie 18 sure (o
wdd a good many millions to
wealth of Texas.

For the last ten yvears Don Juan hns
ypent large sums of money In im-
sroving his stock. A few weeks ago
ne sent 270 head of white-fuced two-
vear-old steers across the Hio Grande
o his Zagata ranch. That was re-
garded by all stockmen as 1the [inest
aerd that ever was seen in thisa coun-
try On another part of his great
ranh he has been breeding black-
poll «d Angud caiile, and he now has a
herd of about 300 of these famous
cattle, all of H'hi.'h he expects Lo move
pnorth of the Rio Grande this summer
and fall About 40,000 calves and 11,000
head of colts and young mules have
beer branded con the lLos Floritas this
sprinz.

OWNS A GOLD MINE.

Besides his vast landed possessions
and his countless herds of caitle,
mules. and horses, the old gentleman
owns a gold wine in Chibuahua, which
has vielded him many millions, He
considers the Chibuahua bonanza the
greatest and most valuavle piece of
property in the worid. He never tires
of talking to his son and daughter
about this famous gold mine, and
never a day pesses that he l:l.l._llEH not
warn his son mever to part with the
[nca's Bride, tae name of the mine.

#if 1 were younger,” he often says, |
»I wou'd take encugh gold out l:fthut‘

admiration of all tourisi:
It 12 evident that
wife and
treasyra

[

| of their daring, end in success.

| pumber to resist.

| last that

| caplives.

]

great wealth, they are rather strange
people, or, at least, they would be con-
sidered that way by the modern title-
hunting millionaire set of our coun-
try.

When asked by a tax collector for
an estimate of his wealth, the old don
replied: “God alone can answer that
question.”

.flfLHrWﬂrtl, while talking Witl.l a
friend wupon this subject, he said:
“"Withour boasting, I believe mysell to
be the richest man in the world, and
I think it is npot difficult to demon-
sirate that fact. 1 have made a close
survey of my gold mine called the
Inca’s Bride, amnd find a little more
than 500 feet of the face of the ledge
in sight. 1 have run a shaft into the
mouniain, following the ledge [or 1,000
feet. The ore averages about $1,00 to

Auniversal wish to get better ac- |
the 1wot. Closing my eyes to the hid- |
den bonanzas and the increase in the
thickness of the lode, which measures
ten feer all along the line, ] have got |
no less then 5000000 blocks of quariz |
worth no less than 81,000 apiece, s0 you |
see that l am wourth about five billions
and a trifle over in millions, which is
invested in ranches, caitle and]|
horses.””

{hi= is not at all the dream of a
boasting visionary, for it is a well-
kpown fact that the Inca's Bride is|
one of the richest and most extensive
gold-bearing lodes in Mexico, and it is
highly probable that the shrewd old |
finapcier ia correct in the conclusion
that he bas reached as to the wealth
of hizx wonderful mine.

ADD TO TEXAS WEALTH.

He says that if he lives to complete
all of his plans and succeads in trans-
ferring the bulk of his property across
the Hic Grande, ke will add at least
$5.000,000,000 to the wealth of Texas.

H+ does not know his exact age, but
he remembers that his parents were
Germans, and that he was left an or-
phan about the time that trubide as-
cended the throne of Mexico. He was
old enough to carry a musket at that
time, though he does pnot think be was
moure than fifteen years old. He does
not look to be a very old man, but he
is positive that he has lived more than |
ninety vears. Ha loved war, and he |
never missed an opportunity during |
his long career to get into the thick of |
every revolution that swept over the |
He had grown somewhat
tired of the ceaseless turmeil about
the time the French invaded the coun- |
ry. and, being a large land aod mine
owner, he began to feel the necessity
of a strong government. This {eeling
led him to support Maximilian, and he
fought for the unfortunate Emperor
uniil he got trapped in the trenches
of Queretaro,

|

e el

THREE AGAINST SEVENTY.

he Brave BDecd ol o
Difirer In

Recklessly brave deeds, done ngainst
such odds that failure seems inevit- |
able, sometimes by the very brillinncy I

Young English
Tnmdia.

such |
was an act performed in a night of |
the year 1838. It was in India, alter |
the uprising of that time. Ihe n--|
bellion had been erushed, but many of |
the mutineers had gathered into small .
bands and taken to brigandage, plun- |
districts. Having. been trained in tl;ni
the |

use of arms, they soon overawed
peacelul

Europeans, who were not in suificiend

One of the marauding gangs had |
long infested the Barseath district, and |
had eontrived to escape from the par- |
1ies sent in pursuait. It happened at |
a village patel, Chummum

'stant mention of embroidery,
tains, of "“finetwin d linen, wrought-in-

las almost at an end,

ery, which in the

FACTS ABOUT LACES, |32 oromssion Queen Aamo wore s

CITATIONS THAT VERIFY THE AN-
TIQUITY OF EMBROIDERY.

e
Attenticn Pald to Lace Work im ©Orna-
mental Elfecis—Anglo-8axomns Eveelled
Im the Art — Some Costly Pomtifical
Robes,

The art of lace-making has from the
earliest times been so mixed up with
that of needlework it would be impos-
sible to enter on the subject without
intermingling them.

From the first homely attempt we
have, through the Old Testament, con-
of cur-

needle work, and blue and purple and
scarlet, with cherubims of cunning
work " Again, the robe of the ephod
was worked with "“pomegranates of

blue, and purple and scarlet,” urnund!p{'im- or needle-point, lace. The luc—auldaug&r of taking cold through the day,

the hem thereof. We have mention in

Isaiah of women'as “sauls,” of “nets.” of ' mund are those of Venice, Milan a“dlﬂlilf be,

“checker work” in Sclomon's temple,
with pomegranates, and numerous

other citations verifying the antiquity |

with a “mantel lace of white silk and
Venys gold.”

In general, lace consists of two parts,
the ground and the flower, pattern or
“gimp.” Some laces, however, like
points and guipares, are mot worked

nected by irregular threads overcast
button-hole stitch, and sometimes
worked over with pearl loops, picot,
Such and the points of Venice and Spain
or sewn on, applique,

The flower, or ornamental, pattern,
18 either made together with the
| ground, as in Valencicnnes or Mech!lin,
or separately, and then either worked
or séewa on, applqiue.

Hand-made lace is divided into point
and pillow, The first is made by the
needle on a parchment patiern, and
termed needle point, Point also means
'a particular kind of stitch, as point de
| Paris, point de neige, point d'esprit
point a la Reine, point a careaux a
| chainette, and the like. \

The Italians ¢laim the invention of

' best known to the commercial world in
\earlier periods, and still in steady de-

Genoa: but Venice point, as it was in
'its glory, is now no more, The sole
relic of this far-famed trade is the
(coarse torchon lace of the old lozenge

of lace work or embroidery in oroa+|pattern offered by the peasant women

mental effects.

Ancient Greek writers refer to a

vast deal of attention being paid to |

this sort of work, but nations far re-
moved from ecivilization were by no
mean+ ignorant of this handieraft as
the discovery of gold needles and oth-
er working implements in the Scandin-
avian tumli can testify — mysteries of
the East brought over by Odin and his
followers — or may be by captive wo-
men torn from their Southern homes
by wild and reckless Vikings. Of these
works little now exists, even in the
MNorthern museuins,

Early Anglo-Saxon women excelled
in this womanly accomplishment, and
gorgeous are the accounts of gold-
staired and scarlet embroidered tunics
and wiolet sacks worked by the nuns,
who seem to have devoted lives of so-
called seeclusion to the adornment of

their persons, rather tian to the ob-|

jeets of devotion,
the “"opus Anglicanum”™ was
for by foreign prelates, and made the
subjeet of papal correspondence. Nor
did the Anglo-Saxon kings ever [ail, in
‘heir pilgrimages to Home, to bestow
m the sovereign
richilly embroidered in gold and precious
slones,

CONCOMITANT OF THE CLOISTER.

Needlework has always been the
daily employment of Lhe convent, As

early as the fourteenth century it was
term:d “nun's work,” and even now ln

| secluded parts of Europe ancient lace

iz styled by that name, Nor does the
work appear to have been soiely con-
fined to women.
n-nded for their skill in embroidery.
From the middle of the last century,

hYowever, or 1ather, ilpi}.ll'l‘[llh' from

idering the inhabitants of surrounding | e French Revolutlon, the more artis-

tie style of needlework and embroidery
fell into decadence. ‘The needle now

pecam: replaced by more (rumpery

ul traders and cultivators, and | 4.y works, which the better taste of
someilmes even ventured to fall upon | the last few years had happily explod-

ed. We may look upon the art of
hand embroidery and bhand-made lace
The introdue-
tion of machinery into these sacred
realms has cheapened labor so
only the real connisseur or artist will
appreciate the genuine article.

It is from the openwork embroid-
gixteenth ecentury

pontiflf garmenis

We find monks com-

that |

|of Palestina to strangers on their ar-
rival at the hotels

. Point d'Espagne, in the usual sense
of the word, signifies that gold or sil-
ver lace, sometimes embroidered in
‘colors, is what one usually finds much
of in old Spanish collections.

Thread lace was, however, manufac-
tured in Spain earlier than 1492, a
lace era in that country, since it was
then that there was a law passed pro-
hibiting the importation of gold lace

clesiatical purposes,
A UNIQUE SYSTEM.

“For lace let Flanders bear away
the belle.” Lacemaking forms an abun-
dani source of national wealth to
| Belgium. The old Flemish laces are
|beautiful: some of varied grounds,
' A curious fact in the lace history of
'Belgium is that at one time lace was
smuggled into France from Belgium
by means of dogs trained for the pur-
pose. A dog was caressed and petted
lat home, fed on the fat of the land,
then, after a season, sent across the
frontier, where he was tied up, half
starved and ill treated. The skin of

Be that as it may,|of a bigger dog was then [itted o his depends entirely upon the prevalence
.-suuglltlhu-.ly, the intervening space filled with of discase,

lace, The dog was then allowed Lo
escape and make his way home, where
'he was kindly welcomed with his con-
'traband charge., These journeys were
repeated till the French custom house
getting scent, by degrees put an end
to the traffic, Between 1820 and 1836
no less than 40278 dogs were destroy-
ed, a reward of 8 francs being given
for each,

]
-'ile, the thread used in it being ol ex-
traordinary fineness, It is made of the
flax grown in Brabant at Hal and
Rebeeqg-Rognou., The finest quality
is spun in dark, underground rooms,
for eontact with the dry air causes the
thread to break, So fine 18 It as al-
most to escape the sight. The feel of
the thread as it passes through the
fingers is the surest guide. The thread
spinner clog:ly examines every inch
drawn from ber distaff, and when any
inequality occurs stops her wheel to
repair the mischief, Every artificial
help is given to the eye. A back-
'ground of dark paper is placed to throw

out the thread and the room so ar-
Iranged as to admit but a single ray
of light upon the work, | The lifle of
‘a Flemish thread spinner is unhealthy
‘and her work requires the greatest
|=kill, s0o her wages are usunally propor-
| tionately high,

France has always contlributad gen-
|vru':;|.:-|_1.-r to and consum~d vast gquanti-
ilil-:-: of lace. Its courts are mainly
|distinguished for its lavish use. Henry,
in 1577, at the meeting of the States

=ingh by name, was taken prisoner. He | came into such universal use, that we of Blois, wore on his own dress 4000

bhad given information against l]uq-_-,i
rebels, and in revenge they came down
upon him and his f{amily and bore
them off to the jungle, there to WI'E:I.]{:
their vengeance upen (hem.

It would have fared ill with the un- |
fortunute village dignitary if a young
English officer, then deing duty with
a regiment of irregular cavalry, had
ol suddenly arrived in the distri t.
He was on the march to join his corps,
and was faiigued with a long journey.
He no sooner heard of the oulrage,
however, than he made up his mind
te teach the brigunds a lesson. All

the force he could collect consisted of
five men of his own regiment, and a
naik and six seyops of the Bareilly
levy, but he started at once Lo pursue
the marauders.

Night was falling, and for twelve
miles he did not come up with them.
hey had travelled far out of the way
1o keep in haunts known only to their
followers. At last, in the dark wood-
land, the Englishmin, saw the glare
of a distant fire. His little force was
divided. The Bareilly men had lost
courage, and would take no part in
the forward movement. Of the re-
moining {ive, three were left in charge
of 1the horses, and with the other two
the young officer crept through three
miles of dense vegetation, till he ap-
proached the bivouae of the robbers.

lhere lay the brigands, fully sev-
enly in number, while against them
wiis the liictle band of three determined
men. The Englishman was not dauni-
ed. He had como to punish the bri-
gands, and he thought nothing of the
odds against him. The small party
fired a volley, and [ollowed It by a
ruzh into the bivouae,

ihe robbers, taken completely by
Germans, and that be was left an or-
surprise, believed t(hat a big band had
come agninst them, for the foe was
s fearless that they could not think
there were not plenty of soldiers be-
hind. They broke and fled, leaving
their plunder, their arms and their
Thus in a few minutes cne
brave man put seveniy to flight, sav-
ed a loyal subject from torture, and
freed a whole distriet from terror.

The name of Sir Evelyn Wood, now
adjutant-general of the British army,
ha< many times sine then been heard
of in connection with England’s mili-
tarv enterprises, but that officer nev-
er did a braver deed than when he at-
tacked, almost single-handed, a gang

' of ruthless brigands, and taught them

to respect the nower of England and
English law,

' their mo:t graceful inspiration.

must derive the origin of lace. This

yards of pure gold lace.

embroidery, theugh comprising a wide | regin of Louis X1V, point d’Alencon

variety ol decoration, went by the gen-
eral nume of cutwork
Then came the Renalssance, a period

fine arts and manulactures; when the
most trifling objeet of luxury, instead
of being conzign'd to the vulgar toste
of the mechanic, received from artisis
Em-
broidery profited by the general im-
pulse, and books of designs were com-

posed for that species, which, under the

gencral name of eutwork, formed the
great employment for the women of
the day.

Cutwork was mide in several ways,
The first consisted in arranging a net-
work of thread: upon a sm:ll frame,
cro:sing and interlacing them into
various complicated patterns. He-
ncath the petwork was gummea a
picce of fine cloth, called guintain,
from the town in Britiany whore it
was made, Then with
network was sewn to the guintain by
edging round those parts of the pat-
tern that were to remain thick, The
last operation was to cut away the
superfluous cloth, hence the name of
cutwork,

Again, the patiern was made with-
out any linen; threads radiating at
equal distances from the common cen-
ter, served as a fram=work to others
which were united to them in squares,
triangles, rosaces, and other geome-
tric forms, worked over with batton-
hole stitch, point noue,s forming in
some parts openwork, in others a
heavy, compaet embroidery, In this
class may be placed the old conventual
cutwork of Italy, generally term-d
Greek lace, and that of extraordinary
fineness and beavty which is assigned
to Venice. Distinet from all

of the sixteenth century, done on a
network ground, reseau, identical with
the “open araneum,” or spider
of continsntal writers, the "darned net-
ting,” or modern "“filet hrode a re-
prizes"” of the French embroiderers.

The carlier laces — that is laces such
a3 they were — were deflined by the
word “passamenterie—a general term
for gimps, braids and laces, whether of
gold, silver work, cotton, silk, thread
or worsted. Gradually the workmin-
sh'’p was improved, the close passa-
ment was enriched with wvarious de-
signs, a finer flax emploved; passa-
m=nt, thus improved, in course of time
became lace.

MAKES IN DEMAND.

1t was not until the reign of Richard
I11., that the word lacs appears in the

|accounts of the royal wardrobes, when

a needle, the |

these |
geomeiric combinations was the laees |

work, |

rectived a new life, [He named it
point de France, and made it compul-
|sory for all at court to wear it, Thus

'lwh.“n s0 close a unwon existed between | was made the fortune of Alencon, a

lace rarely and delicately beautiful, if
indeed copied almost direetly from the
| methods of Veniee, The lavish use of
|lace during the reign of Louis XIV,,
pa=ses beyond deseription, vast sums
bering expended upen a single toilet
ior either sex.

The Frensh revolution was fatal to
|the lace trade, For twelve years Lhe
manufacture almost ceased, and more
than thirty different fabrics entirely
di-appearcd. Napoleon especially pat-
ronized the fabrics of Alencon, Brussels
and Chantiily, Never was the beauty
and costliness of the laces made for
the marriage of Marie Louise yvet sur-
passed. To reproduce them now would,
e timates M. Aubry, cost above a mill-
ion of francs

The French lace mannfacture felt
' the political events of 1813 to 1817, but
expsrienced a more severe crisisinl- 15,
'when bobbin net was first made in
France. Fashion at once adopted this
new material, and pillow lace was, for
'a time, disecarded,
| Scotch, Irish, English and Russian
| laces are all well known and much
'nzed at the present day. Irish laces
have ever been beautiful, hut those of
|1{u~si.1 ‘remuiu. a8 heretofore, rather
coarse in texture,

A BOER DELICACY.

The Transvaal Boer will eati almost
anything in the flesh, fish or fow] line,
for all i8 grist that comes to his gas-
tromomic mill, and the following mix-
ture is voled most delectable by the
majority of the rougher classes: A
great square siice is cut off a Jeaf made
of coarse, unsifted meal, and covered
with a thick layer of jam,—preferably

|

placed on tep, and the oil from the
sardine box 18 liberally poured over
the whole. A loud smacking of lips
and other manifestations of thorough
appreciation accompany the disposal of
this delicate bonne-bouche ; but the un-
| sophisticated Boer only indulges in this
' luxury whon he means to enjoy aspe-
(cial trear, quite regardleas of expense,

ENEW THE BUSINESS,

I'm going in business for myself,
said th: plumber's clerk. What!
cried his employer ; you know absolute-
Iy nothing about piumbing., . § know
all that's necessary. ['ve been making
out bills for you for two years.

P

upon a ground, the flowers are con-

| from Lucea or Florence, except for ec-|

Brussels or Brabant lace Is exquis-|

Under ihe !

strawberry;: a row of sardines isthen |

of parchment. It has a tendlency te
dry, burn and darken the skin, but
m _|when very much diluted with rose wa-

HEALTH.
ter or distilled water, the effect s

BEAUTY BATHS, counteracted, and it becomes an exoel-
Some physicians maintain that weak | l®0t emollient.

constitutions can not stand frequent btia‘hu:ittﬂr' Hluth : mlﬂ:;hr Fhw’:-:r“i:
bathing, yet eminent authorities con- has taken cold, or feels very much

trnd that bathlng 1s as much of a tonic fatigued, fill a pint cup with pln
|to the weak as to the strong. It must, needles, to be had at ::1 d-l':g store
;A

. : you can't get them f enough
in the lf‘-’"}' t’-ﬂ;ﬂ- be d:!na j“‘ﬂm“‘_"‘“lr-lhmlmg witer to make abeut twe
|On waking in the morning the skin is|guarte of tea After drinking a wine

'in a moist condition, covered with glassful, paur the rest into a hot bath,
‘poisonous matter, thrown off during. After bathing go to bed, and you will
‘sleep. Is it better for the weak person ;:;ﬁ;gelg?r:‘ﬁﬁm! refreshed and witk
to allow the skin to reabsorb that pois- +

‘onf A quick sponge bath from head to

foot with cold water and a violent rub- |

HOW THEY MET, I
! I

bing with a flesh brush or coarse towel Last spring an U::,Iurd sireet trades
need pot take more than five minmeg,|m“n 'ﬁ'ia' one evening walking along
[snit the wekieet Darsos is benafited h;rl thu.hhngu ilhmd. Chelsea, when h'.r‘-
|the exercise. © The blood is went 1ingl»,¢?“_r"'d . """"'h'm. blow .Irum behind,
ing through the veins, and there is no which knocked hLis hat into the road
‘and momentarily stunped Lim, says
‘no matter what the changes of wealber London | Tit-Bitas. Turmu:. round, he
| found himself threatened with the um-
brella of an irate woman, who, how-

A bot bath should always be taken _
at night before retiring; it is quite M,m:‘r, I‘l” S Lis fuce Lhan, drop=
ﬂl‘.'ﬂﬁﬁ-ﬁurr L TE“-‘H-FH th hkln of lhﬂ' 1 E lieln IJ-'““'UI.'H.‘ ll-lllud.l‘. .h" Blam=-

| dust and dirt accumuiated through the wered a profuse apology, declaring
‘day. The same quick bathing, using| that the assault was intended for
I[.I-I.I.H: umpl Bt g HJ' I-L l-hu-l lhE wWiller lﬁ n]i'u “'hl_.l ll'ld llfﬂrlli"ﬂﬁi} H'lflf"li “ith
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