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Diamond Cut

CHAPTER XXIV.—Continued.

For a few seconds she could not ut-
ter & word, oply her trembling hands
strayed with a soft caressing move-
ment over the bent smooth dark
head—then at last she spoke.

“Geoffrey, my dear, dear boy, get up.
I entreat you—let me speak to you.

{nstinetively he obeyed her. Had he
pot always obeyed her, and rising as
sbe bade big. sat 46wn by her side
mpon the garden bench, bolding her
bands still tightly grasped in his.

“I bave so much—so very much—to
say to you,” she hegan.

Eut be would aot let her speak—the
floodgates of his beart were open—the

long pent-up passion would bave its

way &t last, and burst impetuously
from his lips.

“Yea, and I will listen to you—but
agot now,” he cried, “presently, bye-
and-bye, when I have said all I have
to say to you—then | will hear you—
but now it is I who must speak. Oh,
lose, my queen, my darling, I can be
mleut no lunger, nor hide the love you
cunce bade me keep for ever from your
ears. You bave sent for me, and [
have come to you.

without you any more. Rose, give me
your love, your life—yourself |"

IThen for a few brief moments her
strength failed her absolutely, and
she, who was so strong and so brave,
became all at once weak, with a wo-
man's most atter weakness. I he sight
of the dear fuce s0o long absent, of the
eyes that sought her own so eagerly,
the sound of tbhe voice she had missed
80 long, sbaken with Lhe pent-up pas-
sion of a love whose devolion of self-
repression she 80 well understood,
overcamme her in a fashion that shé
had never reckuned upon. * Unrebuked
he drew her into his arms, holding her
closely against his heart, and sought
the lovely Lips he had hungered for so
long in vain, with his ownp—and she
yielded, a8 a woman yields Lo a man,
who, owning all her heart, claims . Ll
hor passion too as. his right—giving
horsslf up blindly and unreservedly
the rapture of that embrace, whilst he,
bolding ber thus, forgot all else in
life save her, and murmyred as he kiss-
ed her lips, her cheek, ber throat,—
"My own—my love—my wifel"

And then she awuke—awoke out of
that mag traoce of an lmpossible joy
to the awlful reality of Lhe unalterable
truth. ‘That one word “Wife" went
through ber with a shick.,. The mad-
ness was over, the briel rapture was
al an end, and a cold shudder, icy as
death itsell, struck through her f{rom
head to f[oot.

- She wrenched hersell away from his
arms, and sprung to her feet, wring-
ing her hands despairingly together.

“Ab, what bave 1 done !’ she cried,
with a low cry of exceeding bitler de-

i “Wicked, wretched woman
that 1 ami Would to God | were
dead—would to God I were deadl”

And she fell forward, prone at his
feet, upon the ground, shaken with
those great, dry-eyed sobs that tell of
a more awiul confliet of the soul than
whede rivers and fountains of Lears.

Fhlled with a lerrible presentiment
of evil he bent over her, and raised
her (enderly, s0 Lhat she knpelt up
against hus bieast, struggling Lo con-
trol the uoutterable agony of her
bsart.

“My sweel one, what s it? Do you
not trust in mef? Am I not your love,
a8 you are mioe i he murmured. But
she shrank away fromy him, shivering.

“Ah, Geoflreyl’ she cried, “how
unspeakably 1 bave wronged you, in
coucsaling from you my unhappy sec-
retL.

“Your secret!” he
iy, whilst a dull
ereplL. over him; and suddeniy there
came back to him with a flasi of hor-

Tepeatled slow-

rible recollection the words that his
uncle had spuken—""she is a married
Wullan—usk her, and she will tell
you."

“Your husband is alive,” he said
presently, in a strange, far-away voice,
that seemed even in his own ears not
to belong to him. It was not asked as
A question. He said it as a fact.

It did not weceur to her to wonder
that he knew it. She kmelt back, a
little awuy from him, white as death,
with her very lips blanched and form-
leas—wilh bent bead and eyes fixed in
bopeless woe upon bhim, and bands
clasped tightly together wacross her
breast, Like a criminal who awaits the
MeOlence.

“Yes, he is alive,” she answered. No-
thing more.

A bird was singing In the syringa-
bush; a little breeze shivered through

the mulberry leaves; a crimson rose,!

over-blown, fell with a shower of rosy
petals and a little soft thud, that
could be distinguished in Lhe silence,
on to the dark peat-mould at its feet.

Geolfrey heard them nll with a hor-
rible distinelness. He sat
quite still—so still that be might have
been turned into a stone. It went
through his mind to wonder if deaih
was like this—to marvel that he felt
s0 little pain—that it was so easy to
bear. Nothing but
tightness across his head, and an odd
numbngss .at his heart. Only that,
nothing more. How little it hurt!
LThen, vat of the awiul silence, came
her voice, shaken with a wild despair.

“For God's sake speak to me! Curse
me, if you willl  Kill me, if you can!
—Dut, speak ! Do not look at me like
that, Geoffrey I

And, shudderingly, she hid her face |
“When I am dying,”

in her bands.
she thought, “the awful agoay of
those brown eyes will be before me ]’

Bus he answered her nothing—only
a low moaning sigh broke from his
white lips.

“Oh, for pity's sake, hear me!" she
eried widely. “Hear me, at least, be-
fore you learn to lowthe me!® Then
like a torrent, there burst from her
the whole of her miserable story. Of
the husband she bad married, years
ago, without much love, perhaps, siill,
with emough of affection and regard
to kave, in time—had Le chusen it—
ripened into Teal love.
trust betrayed=of affection

Diamond___
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But now that [
bave come I will not be sent hopeless
away from you again—I cannot live |

miserable despair !

guite, |

A strange cold)

e

OR,

)acter. Yet, all; untruthfuiness, vz
kindness, want of reflinemenns Ald syms

pathy, infidelity itself; all she would

striven to hide fromx the world's eyes,
bad it not been for that last crime—

that erowning iniquity, which brand-

of all honorable men. : Then, in th
very moment of detection and discov-
ery came the railway aecident; from
which, although left l’ d upon the
growund, the wretched man had recov-
ered, after a long and dangerous ill-
ness during which his wife nursed
him, at the lonely farm house, near
the scene of the catastrophe, to which
' his inanimate body had been. carried.
| By the time those long. weeks of
' wiatching were at an end, the news cof
his death had gone abroad: and she
found that, with all the world, the
man whom he had robbed and cheated
also believed him to have been killed.

Then came the great templation of

ber life; for the sake of his aged fath-
er, and to shield his heartbroken
agony, to ward off from him the shame
of an exposure which he dreaded worse
than death, Rose de Hrefour carried
out the delusion which had accidently
arisen concerning his death. Leon de
Brefour was to all intemts and pur-
poses dead. He came back from the
Jaws of the grave altered almost be-
yond belief. A frightful wound upon
his head had rendered him subject to
lapses into partial imbecility, whilst
the worst vices of his character, his
cunning, his cruelty, and his sensuval-
ity, seemed but to be accentuated by
the iojury to his brain. For years
this miserable creature had been soc-
cessfully hidden by her, first in oneé
place and then in apother, never long
in the same hiding-place lest attention
should be drawn to the singularity of
his case, and detection of his identity
be the inevitable result.

Four the same reason her own home
had so frequently been changed, be-
cause of necessity she hal Leen obliged
\o remain within reagh’ of thim, and
she had therefore altered her dwell-
ing-place every time it had been con-
sidered desirable to move him.

Ie hai been a terrible life—a life of
Cuonsiani terror, dread and apprehen-
sion, of fear and of (ecrord unspeak-
able—only death could'“énd it, and
Leon de Brelour, like many others who
live only to be a punishment (o their
fellow-creatures, did not seem dispos-
ed o die.

All aro h mowed
away with his ruiuﬂm sleltle—woth- !

ers, adored by whole families of loy-
lng hbearts, bread-winners, invaluable
Lo the children whose very existence
depended upon their efforts; young
men, o the prime of their manhood;
maidens, the hope and desire of par-
entls and lovers,; only soms end daugh-
 ters, heirs to position amd woalth,
 whose death made am irrep.rable
lbluuk; bundreds such as thes:, the
| useful, the beautiful, the goud, were
| Siricken  duwu—bui Leon de Brefour
lived on.  This is the mystery of life,
land its  supremest cruelty. *“Why
Ob, why {” ery out all the great mul-
fu_u_xd.e of souls in their agony—bul LhLe
| pitiless Heavens answer not, neither is
| there  any vuice of compassion from
, above. 1s Ilonly Lthe caprice of a mock-
(ing Liend who orders these things; Ur,
|48 some tell us, is it all fixed by the

Cilm, immutable laws of nature, which |

\were settled and foreordained before
'tha earth’s foundations wers laid? We
do gut know, we may ool guess, bhow it
|1s—the sroret is not of this woild, and
Lthe sp.culations and suimisesonly lead
'us [urther and further into a quag
\mire ol doubt and insceurity. ile
| “lruth,” as we are accustiomed Lo be
taught it, is so flimsy an! anrcal,
Blands the test of great suirows so
badly, falls to pieces so quickly before
| the steady light of eoience and rommon
scmse.  And yet the “Truth,” as we
would like to bave it, is so eold, and
 barsh, and repelling, bewilders us so
| very much, consoles us s0 very little,
Alas! why did God give us the gift of
redson, and them leave us in utter
‘darknessi Why, rather, did he not
m:ko us as the brutes that perish, who
|live, and eat, and are bappy, because
te-morrow they dief

| And so, why nor wherefore none
might say, (his man lived on, lived to
be a daily curse upon Ruse de Brefour,
lived to shat her out for ever, with
uouiterail: d.spair, irom ths paradise
ol love and joy W which uone short

glimpse bad just Leen wouchsafed (o

Lier,
In silenes Geoffrey heard her story—

‘passibilicy, with a

to the old man for whom she lived, a
deep pity arose in his bheart, and the
icy floodgites of his
Bive way.

once agaim. “Why should this hoc-

rible nwghtmare stand between usi”|

be said feverishly, with a sudden flush
on his foce, and @ stiunge glitter in his
eyes. “Darling, do not we love each
other? Leave wlus miserable life — this
‘ecli-gucrifice to a brute to whom you
owe mnolhing—trust yourseli to me,
Colne wilh me; let us go away abroad—
Lo America, Ausiralia, where you will
j—anywhere, so ibat it may be far
“uough to begin a new and better
lite togather—do you not believe Iecan
mike you happy? Will you then fear
|l trust yourself to mef"

With 4 quick, wurning gesture she
stopped him L ber hand suddenly,
S0 Lhat 1he lorren: of hls wild words
was arrestéed, :

hj Hti'ﬁh! "sbe whispered, “bhushl lock
Lharat™

- He lollowed the direetion of her eyes.
Pelbind them, as they sat under the
deep shadow of the tree, there came
@ Laint sound; the old man in his wheel
chiir was being slowly pusbed up and
down by Juejues along the gravel path
in front of the house — he did not see
them, his [uce was bent, thesun caught
bus wiite hair wll it shone like silver

She told of |—there was something pitiful in his
thrown | bowed baek and clasped hands— BOIG

back upon herself—and of the nuarflhiﬂi olam appealto compassion in the

worihless nature of the man to whom
she had given her life, and of the!

adual awakeming of her own mind  bim more utterly .han did

belplessness of his age and eondition.
Whole volumss eould uot have rebuked

that sad

the comprilension of his true chay- | *Protacle of sickness agd old age. ]

=== == = ==————==r

the house, then their eyed mat, - -

e, - . ehe said in alow
‘Mmave himi” Then
e took toih

have endured in wsilence, and bhave

ed him with a felon's name, and made
of him an outeast from the company.
the | this, perhaps it ‘is sitiful vf me to be-

b O ﬁ.ﬂﬂlh,
r.lo Wrust Lo
ihe hippincss that
L should have with you—that I do not
believe in youwr €yuth and your devo-
ton. If I'were aloie, if I fad mo one;

en I would bravé all oiher obsiacles,
woukd risk all, und would go with you,
terbaps | am pot a good woman-to say

fieve "that sudh a union withyou would
be more holy thao this union of mine
which the Church bas Llessed, but
which every. fibre of iy nature revolis
against as horrible and aecursed, Ifit
were only that! But it is aot. You see
what God bas given me to do in this
woild, the work He has set me, lest 1
shoyld fall and perish on ‘the bard
road along whioh He has compelled me
0 walkl Can I be false to my trustif
Can I desert that poor old man whose
only hope is in me, and who has been
given me to cherish, instead of all
uther love or ol happinessi Should I not
be of all living beings the most base
and Lhe most despicablei You would
think so yourself, would you not§"

He heard her in silence. Slowly his
bead dropped and his eyes fell, He
knew now that what be had asked was
un impossibility to ber—all the max-
ims of morality shouted forth from the
throats of @ thousand preachers could
not have told him more surely bow
hopeless and bow mad bhad been his
unibinking prayer — than those few
sad, touehing words whicn rose
straight from ber womanly heart.

“Can I desert that poor old manf®"

It wis not in Rose de Brefour to do
4 base and cruel action, or to be selfish
and treacherous. It was her nature
to be genercous and unselfish and self-
sagrificing. She knew it of herself,
nnd she was incapable of departing
from the traditions of her better na-
ture, aad Geoffrey konew it of her,

“Dear love,” she said again to him
g-nily, with a yearning tenderness in
ber eyes and woice, “‘promise me that
you will never again tempt me in such
a fashion. It makes it so doubly bard
0 me to refuse—to bave (o thrust
you [rom me, ' And see, I bave some-
\h'ng more to say to you—something
fo vs¢ yoa to do for :ay sake which
will inake us for ever safe against the
‘“tiitde danger that our love must
A ds be to we, Bomethiog that will
se. uuty' yet more surely and seeurely
belwixt us ‘dnd. that whieh our frail
baman mature ealls ‘happiness,” This
‘too, my love, you will do, will you not,
or my sake¢y Oh, show me how far
rabove mere earthly passiom is your love
for mel”

“There is nothing,” he answered,
boarsely amd brokeniy, “nothing that
you ask of me that I will not do for
¥ou; only tell me what it is”

“You will marry Aungel Hallidayf”

CHAPTER XXV,

He sprang to his feet with a sort of
hourror,

“Youl—you ask me to do thisl” he
cried.

It seemed ineredibls to him that she
who bad just listened to his professions
of love, who bad oonfessed her own
passion tu him unreservedly, should, in
the very same breath as it were, tell
bim to marry anolther woman, [t be-
wildered himm—it even shocked him,

It was whact she bad expected. It
wa8 perbaps the worst and Lardest
gour . ol her punishment, that, in order
(v fuliil ber promlse — that promise
wiileh would set bher husband free and
oring peace to his old father—it was
neediul tbat she should say that which
might very possibly in some measure
lower bher inihe eyes of her young
lover, There was unspeak:'le bitter-
ness 1o it, yet, to make her seli-saorifice
complete, she knew that she must
drain that eup of humiliation down 1o
its last drop.

“IL is impossible, Rose, that you ean
be the one to suggesi such a thing to
me,"” he cried indignantly. “Of what
can you believe me copablel Of what
sort of pature ean you imagine me Lo
be made, that, loving you, Ishould
commit the double crime towards you
and towards Miss Halliday! Such a
marriage 18 out of the question.”

He spoke angrily, aimost ineoherent-
ly. It was unlike the pure refinement
of his Queen, he told himself, to have
made such a proposition to him, and
suddenly, with a flash, something of
the trath came before him. This
must be his uncle’'s doing,

“It is Matthew Dape who has ecom-

'[”"'“"1'""3 at first w her with a num!ﬂlutmﬁd.

stricken silence. |
1el, as he heard of it all, of all her |
suffering and all her hercie devotion |

barsh rtmﬂ.mmr_-nr.}

Whea she had ended his eyes =ought | duwn guietly upon the garden bench
hers, his hands drew her near to him | and waited {ill his agitation should

'with a russet glory. He

'shine of the dying day eovering her

‘rule the world, in his opinion; the

micsioned you to say this!” he ex-

She did noti deny it. She was very
calm now, The hurricane of passion
and despair had passed over her and
was over, leaving her a little bit eold
cnd chilled, acd oh, so weary! But
there was a definite work before her
to be done, to which she served herself
with her whole strength. She sat

bave quieted. She was pale, and there
were dark cireles around her sad eyes,
But the lignt of a golden sunset slant-
ing from the far west caught the au-
burn of her uncovered head, and lit it
! had been |
pacing akout in his impatience and
wrath, but now suddenly he stopped
and looked at her, with the red sun-

from head to foot with its glow—the
sad face, the weary eyes, the delicate
annds erossed upon her knees, her dreas|
or sume dark rieh material of a violet
hue—all, in some subtle way, reminded
bim of that first evening inthe long,
low, book-lined room at Hidden House,
when hé had found her sitting in the
fire-glow. and all his young heart had
prostrated itsell at her beautiful feet,
The memory of that day sobered and

melted him.
To be Continued.
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PERSIA TO CONTEST.

The Shah of Persia is a profound be-
liever in the possibility of his country

once more assuming the proud position
it once held. The Persians ought to

power-ol-Great  Britaip twill wane ere
long. and there will be a contest
among the nations Tr the place. Per-

hbeg B hrsef et | DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

{ - Mr. McDougall was informed by the

i, e o .

mnﬂ:{z& .

QUESTIONS-AND ANSWERS.

Fremier that the cost tothe Dominion
treasury of the prohibition plebiscite
taken last year was $180,604, with a
few ' accounts still outstanding.

Mr. Kloepfer was told by Sir Wil-
frid Laurier that the total cost of the
commission relating to affairs beiween
Canada and the United States was
$i8,660. One dinner was given by the
‘Canadian Minister at Quebec at a cost
of $308, and Canada's share of the din-
ner at Washington was §606. The
amount allowed to Mr. John Charlton
for living and travelling expenses was
$1,706. He received no personal in-
demnity.

Mr. Beattie was told by Dr. Borden
that 30,000 rifles were sold by the Gov-
ernment during the year 1808 for 75
cents each. The price included a
bayonel and 25 rounds of ammunition
per rifle. They were sold by tender
after being advertised in several news-
papers, and the purchaser was Lieut.-
Col. ¥. Cole, of Montreal.

Mr. Sifton, replying to Mr. Carscal-
len, said that the amount of his (Mr.
Sifton's) travelling and living ex-
penses, paid by the Government, since
the first day of July, 1848, till the 2Bth
of February, 1899, inclusive, was §945,
including 25 for cab hire. The tra-
velling and living expenses of his pri-
vale secrelary during the same per-
lod were $412, including $4.50 for cab
hire. None of the expenses of ser-
vanls or friends accompanying him
were paid by the Government.

Mr. E. F. Clarke was told by Mr.
Paterson that tbhere had beeu eleven

appointments (o positions in the To-
Tonto Custom-house since July 13th,
18U,

Mr. Foster was informed by Sir Rich-

ard Carlwrigat, thai, as far as the Gov-
ernment could ascertain discrimina-
tory duties were imposed by Ger@many
upon the fullowing Canadian products :
—Lliarley, 13-10 cenls per bushel 48 lbs,
beans and peas, 3 3-10 cents per bushel
00 ibs.; oats, 4 2-5 cents per bushel 34
Ibg* rye and wheat, 9 7-10 ceuls per
I.:l;.whw. 60 dba; bLutter, 9-10 cents, per
g {4 Fo-

Mr. Hendry was informed by Mr.
Blair that the land upon woich a dam
8 being consiructed at Nassau was
purchased from the Bank of Commerce
for §20,000.

Mr. Clarke was told by Mr. Blair
that the department could not find any
record of any application for protection
to Dunn avenue railway erossing in
the eity of Toronto.

Mr. oster was informed by Mr. Sif-
ton that a permit lawfully granted by
the authorities of the Norih-VWest Ter-
ritories authorized the holder to impori
liquor inte the Yukon witbhout any fur-
ther sanclion from the Migister of the
Interior. Tc prevent the poussible use
of forged or fraudulent permits lisis
¢l the permils issued by the Govern-
meni of {he North-West Territories
wele [orwarded to the officers of the
Nerth-Weat Moun'‘ed Police with in-
structions to recognize only those upon
the list. Suoeh liste comprised all the
petmita of which the department had
Leen advised.

Col. HNughes was informed by Dr,
Borden tbat the Fenian raid medals
might be expected some time in the
summer. The prospects were thata
long-servioe medal would be issued to
the Canadian militia, bat until aetually
granted, be could not say what the con-
ditions would be.

SECOND READINGS,

The fullowing private bills reecived a
second reading:—

An Aot ro incorporate the Canadian
Yukon Railway Cowmpany —3Mr, Morri-
son.

ltespecting the British Yukon Min-
ing, Trading, and Transportation Com-
pany, and to change its nam» to the
British Yukon Railway Company—Mr.
Fraser, Guyshorough.

To incorporate the Russell, Dundas,
and Grenville Counties Railway Com-
pany.—Mr. Edwards.

To sathorize ihe amalgawation of
the Erie and Huron Railway Company
and the Lake Erie and Detroit River
Hailway Company —Mr, McGregor.

Mr. Richardson moved the second
reading of his bill respecting the at-
tachment of salaries of public officers
and employes of the Government. He
explained that the objeet was to
place Government employes on the
same fooling as other gitizens by rep-
dering their salaries subjeot to at-
tachment.

Sir Wilfred Laurier asked that Lhe
debate be adjourned until the Minister
of Juatice could be consulted. He sy Im-
pathized with the object of the bill.
Civil servants should pay their debts
the saume as others, ‘but the biil, if
passed, should be subjeet to certain re-
striclions as to the percentage of a
man's salary which could be aitached
each wmonth. The debate wgs ad-
journed,

~ Mr. Sproule moved the second read-
ing of his bill to amend the Criminal
Code, 1832, with respect to combinations
in restiraint of trade, s6 as to make
the bill more stringent. The Act as
Il now stands makes it an offence to
combline to restrain trade “unduly and
unreasonably,” the words quoted hay-
ing been inserted by the te. Mr.
Sproule contends that the effect of
these words is to render the Ac! prac-
tically wuseless. Ha ‘read. a cons dep:
tble amount of evidence in suppors uf
this contention, more especially in
connection with the leather business,
He wanted the words “unduly and un-
reasonably” struck out, '

Mr. Holmes said that the petition
favor of the bill was signed by all the
tanners in the country cutside the com-
bine.

Mr. Craig said that the so-called
leather combine merely gave a rebate
of five per cent. to customers who
dealt with them steadily = for @&ix
months, The ohject was not to raise
prices, but only to retain their trade,
which was threatensd by
combine of sole leather manufacturer:

a gigantic |

—————————————————————
1
| received & second reading.
Ar" Dertram moved the second reud-
ing of his bill to amend the Tra

What the Legislators of the Country | ﬁ':‘;.":*m.am ozt

Qb

er

This bill was ted by the Senate
last year, but he hoped: mt]:u:. vl

nged t

ThE bill 'was read l:"1m!i time. -

1 UsUN TrriTusty AL L.
Mr. Mcinpes introauced & bill to
amend the Yukon Terrwory Act He
explained thai the objecl wus Lo prv-
vide a speedy appeal when g{nuu.i
tisfied with the decision ¢

ware dis-a
{he mining recorder or Gold Comumis-

-ITI:.I 'E. F. Clark will ask the Gov-
ernment for particulars regarding u:n
amounts paid within the last year 1O
sleamship companies as bonuses Iurrl
bringing both british and conlinenia
adult and juvenile immigrants to Can-
ada; ] . : .

. Borcen of Halifax will move for
u.nﬂff:dur of the House for copies of all
telegrams and cummunicalivas ivom
Frea Peters, Q- C., bir Hibbert Tupper s
law. parimer, soliciliog lruviu Hou. Mr,
sifton or any other Minisier or any
Deputy Minister, or applying or re-
ferring to the granting ul permils LO
impory, liguor into the Yukon district,
tugether with replies Lo such telegrams
or letvers. s

M:f pertram's bill authorizing the
use of the wunion label, which was
thrown out by the Senate last year,
received its second reading.

Sir Louis Uavies, replying to Mr.
Henderson, said that the cuvulrect for
the Goderich harbor improvements was

lowest tenderers, after the work was
advertised in 30 newspapers, 1o differ-
ent towns and cities, at $56,700, and
that the work is to be compleled on
the 30th of November.

Mr. E. F. Clarke drew ittunliug o
a paragraph in the Montreal Star,
stating that 20,000 Canadians bad gone
to the United States this spring.

Bir Wilfrid Laurier replied that
had only to say that he did not believe
Lhe statement of the Birar, even though
it was backed up by the United Btaies
papers.

Mr Charlton's bill, to smend the
crimipnal code by raising the age of

ond time.

Mr. Douglas’ bill to regulate the

made between (he Canadian Paeific
Reilway and other railways and the
standard elevator system.

Mr, Sifton would not dpprove of all
the provisions of the bill, and recom-
ménded ‘that afier its second reading
it be referred to a speeial committes,

of the bill concerning drainage on
and aeross the property of railway
companies, which, he explained, is

of the Ontario aet,

inal code respecting eombinations in
restraint of trade was read a second
time. The object of the bill is 10 make

of the leather combine as a reason for
passing the bill.

—ii—

KOW LOON RIOTS.

Chipese Beemn Determined to Make Trouble
—Ferslsi In Kedstamce —Capialn May's
Adveniare,

A despatch from Vancouver says:—
Details have been received of the trou-
ble between the British and the Chi-
nese at Taifoo, near Mirs Bay, in the
Kow Loou extension of Hong Kong,
It appears that Captain Superintendent
May went to Taifoo for the purpose
of seeing how the poliee mat-shed which
was being erected there was getting
on, and also to exchange some Chinese
soldiers for the police guard. He also
arranged to meet the elders of the
village. On his arrival he went to
the temple in the village and met the
elders, but there was such a noisy
crowd Lhut it was impossible to dis-
cuss anyibing. Finally the inlerview
terminated abruptly and some roughs
raised a row with May's interpreter.
May waited until he thought the crowd
hid cooled down, and then endeavor-
ed to retire to his boat, He had with
him sume Bikhs armed, two distriet
walchman and one Chipese policeman.
Five Chinese soldiers were also wait-
ing outside the temple. On May and
his party getling outside some one
struck the interpreter on the head
with a brick. Bricks and other mis-
siles then began to fly about freely
all the members of May's party being
struck. The Chinese soldiers got sep-
arated from the police by the crowd
and as things began to look gerivus the
captain=superintendent assembled 1he
Sikhs ia- line, and ordered them
to  draw their swords and charge,
In this way they beat back (he crowd,
who were armed with echairs and vari-
ous houschold utensils, and the police
were able to get 1o the boat, Dark-
ness coming on, May marched (he men
back to the mat-house 1o protect it
and the Chinese them began another
attack. May then saw that the vil-
lngers intended firing the mat-shed,
and while they were engaged in doi

reverse slope of the hill and hid them
in some  reéed . and - cactus bushes,
After firing the mai--hed the villagers
dispersed, som: of thew passing quite
close to the hiting place of the police,
Then May made for Hong Kong. His
Sikhs were in an exhausted condition,
They had-bad no food for 24 hours,
thoir "n[igjuu.t- beliaf ]Jrﬂvrniiug tRem
from eating what food was (o hand,
Major-General Ga:evigne, Hon. J. H.
Stewart Lockhart and Captain Trefusis
left Hong Kong with the Welsh Fusi-
liers and punished the Chinega,

e - -

CRUEL REVENGE,

E:P![r. Bunk's, marriage didn't come
Lh

ﬁ"h:nt_ was the matter? :
His tailor was an old rival and didn"t

wid, 'he “says, will . be in that con-
'fﬂl‘. YR YW =

" ONTARIO ARCHIVES
TORONTO

in the United States.

vet his wedding suit made in time,

A

A

FREE LUNCHES.

For some years past several of the

s gt ge S

ways to set apert & by no means unim-

purpose of & mess room or dining ball
for their employes. Where Lhe em-
ployes include members of both sexes,
separate roums are provided.

The question pow arises: Would it
wol be still more profitable to the prin-
cipals of large firms geperally w pro-
vide dree lunches for Lthose employed
by them{ One fum in London, em-
ploying about sevenly bands in its (ae-
tory, has already decided Lo give &
free tea, the determination being bas-
ed on business ideas rather than om
philanthropic principles. |

“The tea will cost us s0 much,” rea-
son" the prineipals, “'but our workpeo-
ple will remmin ou the premises, and
there will be less time lost in leaving
off and recommencing work, In win-
ter they can stay in the warm shops,
and in summer Lthey can walk about
our own jpuece of land. The morale
will be better in any case, and al the
very least we shall reap more beoelit
than we could purchase at the cost of
tbe free tea. And our empivyes will
ge. & belter tea than they could af-
ford to buy outside.”

awarded to Smith & MeGillicuddy, the | .
| view Lbhe guestion of free lunches is

| well worth the consideration of large

Bat he

trade in grain in Manpitoba and the
Northwest was read a second time. He
explained that the bill was iniended
to afford relief from Lhe arrangement

Mr, Casey moved the second reading

modelled largely upon the provisions

the provisions of the code more strin-
gent. DPr, Sproule cited the operations |

‘{his he withdrew bis men down 1]:5:{_““1

From a purely business point of

employers. 7The plan bhas been adupt-
ed by several big oompanies in Lhe

| United States, so far as their large

cierical stull is concerned, and is work-
ing wery successfully. Hers, also,
philanthropy enters to a very small
degres 0o Lhe transaction.

A dining room is set apart for the
clerks, who go to lunch in parties at
stated times. The food ls prepared

‘on Lhe preouses by an sxperienced
consent from 16 to 1B, was read asec-

cook, and, om reaching the diming
rouvm, is carved by a carver and band-
ed w the clerks by wailers. Both the

food and the attendunce are much sup-
eror W what the mea ovuid sxpeol
lrvm such restaurants as Ltheir means
wou.d allow them v patrunize, while
the rooiu 18 as exclusive as a club,
Lo visitors being admitted durnig the
luncheon timue.

dbe Lme aldowed for this midday
meal s reduced o balf an bour; but
there s no waiting or journeying
o a restaurant, the men do nol in
the least compluin. Io aact, alibough
in one [irm the employes go out Lo
lunch if they chouse, it is very sel-
dom that any one takes advaulage of

.| the optioa.
Dr. Sproule’s bill to amend the erime |

Despite the cost, the employers are
well satisflied with (be result. The
saving of bulf an bour per day on each
mans Lime goes a4 long way Loward re-
couping them for the outlay. I hen,
as 1o the case of the London firm pre-
viously mentioned, there is wol so
much time wasled in recommencing
work.

Finally the men are not subject to
the Lemptation to spend their Liwe in
the public house, especiaily in wet
wedlher, and, having had a good lunch,
g0 o work with that contented (rame
of m.od which & good square meal gen-
erally induces. 1The net result to the

employers is a profit on the traps
ACLuo.
—_—— W . e e—
RAILWAYS OF ONE ENGINE.

In Englund There Are 10 Raliroads Wiih
Ao More Locomeotlves,

Most people would be inclined to re-
gard it as an impossibility for a rail-
way o be worked with a siogle loco-
motive, but there are in Great Pri-
lain mo fewer Lhan ten railway com-
panies that manage to gel through
Lheir work somebow with one irom
sleed. No fewer than fourteen uwao
only two locomolives,

Upe of the most inleresting of these
emall lines is what is kunown as Lhe
Ravenglags & Eskdale railway, siiuat-
ed gear Whitehaven, in Cumberiand,
which runs from llavenglass 1o livot,
& distance of rather more than seven
miles. The whole of Lhe ratdway staff
consists only of five persons—iwo plate-
layers, engine-driver, firemasn and one
guard-of-all-work, if we may use such
a lerm.

Between stations the engine ocoas-
ionally manages to gain a speed of six
Mmiles an bour, but toe obliging driver
s always willing 1o stop Lhe engine for
the convenience of any one who Laay
wish o enler or alight from the Lrain
belween swpp.ug places.

Perbaps (the Lasingwold railway is
the smallest in Eugland, It is (we
miles long, aud the extent of its roll-
Mg slock s une small locomotive wnd
WO passenger vehi.cles.

The Hundred of Manhood & il we y
‘\ramway is oue of the most recemtly

opened (gt raudways, und connecls Lhe
Gty of Chichester with Selsey Lill, a
~Anall promcoiery Lo Lbe ecast of Poris-

moulh, julliag vut into Lbe Euglish

lh.s funny little railway boasts of
O signaling apparatus whatever, nnd
'De lew switches on the railway are
contrelled by hand levers alongside Lthe
vibe, which bave w be worked by ule
liremen or driver when necessary,

Al one placve the line crosses whe Chi-
chesler canal by means of o Ira.l draw-
bridge, which is lifted lo let boals
underseath. It is stated tLhat for the
!'u‘nt lew weeks after (e opening of
:um!:i:? :. I.'m.u;n,;;e.JL Was lefl underneath
i 0 Calc | '

Urides Eave oo _:Ihu r:rmn 1o case Lhe
V0 anoiber occasion this troublescme
bridge got stuck, and in Epi:lu of Ttl
-::.:rhnru_ld not be lowered., As it
L important that the [ine
should be tiken to (he other :ﬁ: -J-?
::lhu camal, it was lifted off (he line und
rawn round rhe road with o truction
engine.
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