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.| PIONEER DAYS IN OLD GLENELG

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF S. S. NO. 9

By ELIZABETH SCOTT

It 15 quile fitting that some histor-
ical record of 8. 8. No, 9, Glenelg, be
made this vear, as it is its jubilee
year, the school having been opened
in January, 1863, but as the ploneer
community must of necessity pre-
cede the pioneer school, 1 am going
Lo give you first a brief sketeh of the
early settlement of the section as
far as I have been able to obtain il.

Mr. Heurv Farr i1s saud to have

been the first settler on the 2nd Con-
cession, and was followed shortly
after by the James Alien family. Mr.
and Mrs, Allen and three small
children walked from Fergus, as the

l road was then unpassable for a
wagon. Mr. Bal. Condlin (or Con-
don) 18 thought to have been the lirst
settler on the 3rd Coneession, he and
Mr. James MeGirr, Sr., having help-
ed survey this part of Glenelg, Next
came Mr. amnd Mrs. John Matthews,
just newly married, and for their
wedding trip they walked from Tor-
onto to their new home. As I know
everyone is interested in a bride’s
new home, 1 will deseribe 1l from
whal | ean recall of Mrs., Matthews'
own =tory,

The house was a typical ploneer
log shanty; the furniture also befit-
Jded the period, the table bemmg a
large stump in the middle of the one
and only room. They did not receive
any kitehen shower, but when  Mr.
Matthews went to Owen Soumnd  to
register for his land he brought home
with him an iron pot and kettle, The
next spring he, being a  coovper,
went back to Toronto to work al his
trade amd Mrs. Matthews was left
alone. In the fall she got Mr. Con-

- don to show her the way as [ar as

Durham, this part of the road being |
only a blazed trail. From there she
started alone and walked to Toronto,
not returning until some years later,

L) In the vears "8, 19 and 50, the

f settlement grew rapidiy. "48 saw the

coming of the Ritehie's, the MeGirrs,
and the Seott= rom Vaughan Town-
shiip, near Toronto, and  ‘Thomas
Davis, Sr., from Quebee, the rest of
the Davis family following the next
vear. About the same fime came the
W hitmores, the Lawrenees amd  the
MeFadden's, and in tiie early “50s the
Ectors and Nichols, The Weir, Lind-
sayv amd Andrews families were also |
early settlers, but just when they
cam | o nol Know,

In the winter of 51, my mother, a |
mot herless child of tive years of age, |
came with her father to this settle-
ment, travelling by sleigh from Fer-
ens to Durham. From there her
father carried her Lo fhere henes o1
the South Line, where James Brown
now lives: much of the poad was
1.||||E_\ i jl;ilh e o ploneer huuu-i
to another, part of the South Line. |
done. being cleared,  she can well |
remember the difficulty her father |
had all winter Keeping her oul ol
reach of the falling trees as he chop-
ped them down. Lo the spring, after
Lthe ¢learing was planted in polaloes
(she helping, of course, and learning
to count at  the =ame time)  they
started to walk back to Fergus, her
father and another man taking furas |
in carrving her,

[ the early davs of tae selblement
the ¢hildren of the Znd aad G Lon-
eessions went to Durham school and
those farther east Lo Bunessan, so
this is probably the reason that this
iz one of the last sections organized
m Glenelg, Before a school section
could be organized It was necassary
to report a certain number of pupils
for the proposed seetion. When the
count was made they lacked one of
the required number, so Will  Me-
(Hrr's name was put down, althongh
he lacked a year of school age, bul
on the morning the sehool opened
hee and his elder brother and sister,
James and Jane, were the first pupils
to arrive. Others of the early pupils

were © W, Moore, T. MeGirr and
his brother William, 8. J. MeGirr, G.
Lawrenee. M. Scott, James Nichol,
the John Matthews ehildren, Thomas
Davis. David Davis, Ritehie, Eclor,
Cook. Andrews, Allen, Pounder, U'-
Donnell, Carson. Condon and Me-
A=sev  families. The lirst school
Boaml consisted of Messrs. James
MeGire, Sr. Andrew Lindsay, Sr,
and Thomas Culbertson. The first
leacher was Miss Sarah Lowther
(Mrs, Bradley,, still living near
Girand Valley.

The site of the first school was a
little to the north of the present one,
the grounds, one=half an aere, being
the gift of Mr. John Ritehie. The
school, a log structure, larger than
most pioneer schools, was buiit by
gralis labor. It was furnished with
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two rows of wooden desks and a
stove in the centre of the room.
These desks, the produet of some
local carpenter, were about twice as
long as the ordinary double-desk of
the present day. The blackboard, a
framework of planed wood painted
black, about four feet square, is the
only, relic of the old school still in
existence, There was also a library,
a rare thing in a pioneer school,

In 1881 the log school was replaced
by the present stone building. The
new school was of a type very com-
mon throughout this part of the
country, but was the largest an
hest of 1ts kind in this loealily, none
too large, however, for the pupils it
had to accommodate then and for
many vears after. The Sehool Board
who superintended the erection  of
this building were : Messrs, Thomas
MeGirr, William Smith  and John
Staples, It was equipped with an
up-to=date equipment of that day,
but sinee then many improvements
have been added. In the early "90s a
large bell was procurei; some years
later the young people of the section
presented the sehool with an organ,
and few rural sehools can boast as
fine pictures, When the Depariment
of Eduecation offered a diploma to all
schools reaching a certain standard
in equipment, No. 9, Glenelg, was the
first school in South Grey to receive
the diploma.
the railroad to the north of  the
school it became necessary to enlarge
the grounds to more than twice their
original size. (Let us hope that the
next historian may be able to record
this part adorned with beautiful
shade trees, but the planting of these
1= more than an Arbor Day job'.

The additional playground was a
great boon to the school, for from its
earliest davs the bovs and girls of
Yo. 9 have been baseball plavers,
True, they have a fine fund of other
games, both indoor agd out, bui
none of them seems (o hold the place
of favor that baseball does. In my
experience as a teacher 1 have found
that practically every school plays a
form of baseball, but some of these
forms are as far removed from Lhe
real game as to be havdly recogniz-
able with it. But let me say that I
have never come across a school
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whieh in its everyday sport, plays a
better game of baseball than No. 9.
Even the little tots know the rules
of the game and can handle a bat and
a ball with a dexterity that is often

| surprising.

The school also has from the first
been a social centre for the section.
Many a time have those stone walls
resounded to the mirth and jollity of
its people, both old and young, and
not of 118 people only, but many a
guest as well, for the section has an
enviable reputation as an entertain-
eor. Its suecess in this line is largely
due to the fact that when its people
have decided to do a thing they will
spe it through to a finish. When they
want a program they do not depend
on outside talent; they depend on
themselves, And lastly, they don’t
leave the preparation of the program
to one or two people:; each one leels
that he is responsible for doing
whatever he can do, and doing if
well. They have learned thoroughly
the value of united effort and nol

Yl only does the common work for the

common weal accomplish the imme-
diate end it has in view, but it ac-
complishes something far grealer,
it establishes among Lhe people a
spirit of comraderie and gool-fel-
lowship, a spirit of unity that nei-
ther time nor distance can sever, and
though her children may be scatter-
edd fapr and wide, the interests of the
old section are still dear to their
hearts and some of the brightest
spots in memory centre around the
social lite of the old sehool.

I always pily the section which
has not made its school a community
centre, ang unfortunately there are
too many such schools.  Undoubtedly
the Consolidated Sechool  System
which poses as Lhe suecessor of our
present system has many advantages
over the latter, but it has yel Lo
prove whether it will fill the so¢lal
life of the community as well as the
old rural school of thie right kind.

The religious life of the commun-
ity, too, has not been negleeted.
shortly after the organization of
the section a U'nion Sunday school
was started in the log school by
Messrs. Robert Aljoe, Sr., and An-
drew MetGive, and continued for  a
number of vears,  About  [wertly
vears ago a U'nion Sunday sihool was
acain  started in the sehool by
Messrs, William: Young and John
Bell and is still flourishing.

Intellectually, too, the school has
a good pecord, if we can judge by the
number of pupils she has senl on to
higher institutions of learning, many
ol whom have proved themselves
able students, four being gold medal-
li=ls,

Many are the girls and boyvs who
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have gone forth from this school
since it welcomed the first of them
sixty years ago. Where they all are
now would be hard to tell. A
number, no doubt, are sleeping their
last long sleep; the others each fill-
ing his own particular niche in some
part of the world.
claimed,

‘The farm has I think,
more than any other industry. Me-
chanical and commercial enterprise
has also taken many, Of these the
section boasts one railroad superin-
tendent. Professional life, too, has
received its quota—twenty-six have
entered the teaching profession, five
of these coming back as teachers to
the home school; there have been
also four ministers, one foreign mis-
sionary, one deaconess, three drug-
gists, three nurses, two doctors, one
chiropractor (lwo students), one
veterinary surgeon and one lawyer.

‘During the sixty years of the
school's existence twenty-six teach-
ers have helped to ste#t it toward
its destiny. Of these, many have
ceased forever from their labors, and

Continued on page 6,
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