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Ottawa, March 5.—It is a serious
reflection on the government that
within flifteen months of office the
chief issue inparliament is patron-
age. When Canada is confronted
with s0 many serious problems for
the government to give precedence
and prominence (o such an ssue
cannol be conswdered bul a reproach
on the zovernment’s intent amnd ca-
pacitv.  With seriofts emigration
and decreasmg mmigration, wilth
conltracted miirkets and sinking pro-
duection, the government 18 devoling
more Lime to seeuring the spoils of
offiece than to eonserving our own
people and our own markets.  The
government's  strength chielly
from Quebee and the Maritime Prov-
inees, and among those reprosenia-
Lives there s complete unanimity
that office without patronage is not
desirable.  Writing on the Quebee
elections, a  well-informed  and
'ii'll'r‘hli Hilhr'l"'ul‘r I*Iiliaillﬂ the east-
ern demand for a return to the
spoils svstem. Speaking of the Que-
bee verdiel, he savs ;

“What makes the matter worse is
that it 1s feared the result will af-
fect the federal situation, the preople
having found that the Liberal party
15 not divinely protected. 1t 18 being
realized that the people are waking
up to the fact that Laurier is dead.
What hits the Liberals federally—
and 1t plaved 1ts part in the provin-
clal elections in a minor way—is
the fact that there are no jobs. Lib-
erals who know things say thal it
the Civil Servies Commission ¢on-
Linues on the job as now the Liber-
asl will =tand little ehance in Que-
bee in the federal eleetions. There
has to be palronage. In 1921 the
Liberals i every village where
there was a Conservative postmast-
ep served notice that he would have
to move alter the elections, but the
same posimasters are on the job and
laughing at the Liberal politicians.
It 15 gall and wormwood. The Lib-
erals are desperate to get rid of the
tivil Serviee Commission, and if
they don't suceeed, Quebee will split
up in the next federal contest. Take
an example ©: The postmaster in
Terrebonne 15 a Conservative and
worked against the Hon. Athanase
David. The people cannot under-
stand why Liberals should permit
this to go on, ani don’t appreciale
cxplanations about the Civil Sepvies
Commission,”
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Does this not suggest that the

sovernment 1S more anxions Liv
mprove itz election machine {han
to elevate the Civil Serviee? The
same conditions obtain even in a

grealer  degree  in the  Maritime
Provinees,  There political patron-
age 15 one of the ehief industries. In
Moneton there is a serious Hprising
against the government. After all,
the  election  pledges by Promier
King and Messes, Macdonald, Logan
and Copp that the Intercolonial
w ol to the golden days
w hen PUASSEs Weres more numerons
than tickets and the political asso-
clations of the dominant parly were
the employment agencies for the
government railway, the Canadian
National has begun to centralize (he
audit departments in Montreal, fore-
ing nearly four hundred people to
leave Moneton for the railw ay head-
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quarters,
Hon. A. B. Copp, representative
tor Westmoreland, is being bome

barded with telegrams and resolu-
tions. He promised patronage, rail-
way and otherwise, and now is seek-
ing refuge on the Beneh from irate
office seekers, This is the chiel is-
sie m our National Assembly. [
i= an elevating spectacie to see Na-
Lional represemtatives, even cabinel
nunisters, fighting for the gpoils of
office while our people are being
*xpalriated by thousands owing o
unemployment due to governmental
instability and ineapacity. The erav-
ing for patronage has even infected
the Progressives and most of the
Untaric members of that party have
Joined in the chorus of the head-
hunting pack.

With the departure af Hon. T. A,
Grerar, the Prairie Progressives
have come to a better réalization of
the worth of the government. Last
session Mr. Crerar had an inexperi-
enced following and was able to
make the Prairie Progressives—the
other Progressives are government
supporters at heart—a govenment
auxiliary force. Wiith the experi-
ence of last session and a confirmed
suspicion that the government has
neither regard for pledges, courage
of prineiple or power of initiation,
. there has developed a contempt, if

not hostility, for such an adminis-
tratiom. :

Mr. Forke is of honest intentions
if of limited capacily and experi-
ence. So far, despite the persistent
defection of his Ontario sy
» has sought to stand true to his

alliances or co-operation witn
friendly '
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ers from the prairie are giving him
an undivided support although
Messrs. McConica, Johnston and
Warner are Liberals before they are
Progressives and theirs is the loyal-
ty of fear not of prineiple.

L every gday  party

There has been a marked change.,
The Western Progressives openly
 scoff at the government party and
have lost faith even in Mr, Fieliling.
They are no longer when they " see
exigencies given
precedence over national Ill'mandﬂ_

' They realize that publie ownership

!:tl:n party palronage are iI]L‘llmpﬂi«

Cible and view with alarm the at-

templ to make the national railways

'a party machine and the Civil Ser-
i\ Iee parly
| utthized by the

spoils.  Mr. Fielding was
government to hold
the Progressives in leash, but his

repudiation of his party’s platform

‘nd his support of the head-hunting
propaganda has weakened him
greatly in their estimation. Premier
King never had the confidenee of the
Progressives, nol even Mr. Crerar,
who, strong partisan as he was.
could not blind himself to the weak-
ness and ineonsistencies of the Lib-
eral leader.

Parliamentary  experience has
taught the Prairie Progressives the
difference between promise and per-
formance. The majority of the
Prairie  Progressives are sincere,
They are wrong in altempting to ad-
opt the eountry to their theories
instead of their theories (o condi-
tions, but they are honest in their
efforts. Most of them are realizing
thal the tariff is not the greal na-
tional problem and are now in a po-
sition to judge more candidly  of
the merits of the two parties. They
find the Conservatives gre Progress-
ive and consistent while the term
liberal is applied to reactionaries
and pledge-breakers. The depriva-
tion of Johnston, of Moose Jaw. of
his constitueney on a charge that
would  probably embarass two-
thirds of members of parliament,
and the springing of the by-election
during the rigorous western winter
has not made for more friendly re-
Intions  between the men of the
praivie and the Quebee administra-
tion in power at Ottawa. In the nexl
parliament what is left of the Pro-
JHr'i‘i-’-:-'rj\'l‘ party wiill be from the
three Prairie Provinees and will be
distinetly hostile to any party con-
laining the leaders of the present
E goviernment,
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Labinel reorganization is desired
by Lhe government, but here again
there is the same hesitation anid
fear.  Premier King would like to
| hispense with Hon, Charles Murphy,
but is frightened to make the slg-
gestion to the iraseible postmaster-
general. Hon, D. D. MeKenzie
willing to retire to the Beneh but,
here again there is fearful hesita-
tion owing to uncertainly in the po-
litical temperament of {he Cape
Brelon people.  Hon, A. B Copp
would also seek a safe refuge from
the wrath of the Intereolonial em-
ployees at Moncton: Premier King
would cheerfully strengthen his o=
sition in New Brunswick bul hesi-
tates to test publie opinion in West-
moreland so that Mr. Copp must
continue in an office he does nol
want nor his eolleagues want him in
it. Two or three other ministers
would also retire if the going was
good, but they are inlerested in the
cabinet until the political horizon
gives promise of hetter things for
the Liberal party. In parliament a
secore of members are seeking pal-
ronage for their constiluents. or,
failing this, jobs for themselves, i
IS an interesting situation whepe
those [hat are in office cannot get
out and those who would take theijr
places eannot trust to g popular
verdiet on (heir merits or the de-
merits of the government.
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Recent events permit of a com-
parison of the Empire policy of the
two leaders, Premier King and Mr.
Meighen. In Montreal recently Pre-
mier King enunciated this Imperial
poliey ;

“IT the community of the British
Empire is o he' mainlained it can
only be effectively maintained by
each of the parts realizing that it
has conirol of its own affairs, and
that diferences which may arise
with respect to other parts can con-
cern other parts only to the extent
to which it cart be shown to have a
direet and immediate interest in
them.”

According to Mr. King we are {o
enjoy the protection of the whole
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Empire, but only to participate in the
protection of the Empire if we are
attacked ourselves.

Mr. Meighen, in speaking to the
Ottawa
cludes the survivors
Princess Pat's Battalion, stated
conection of the Empire, our du
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Patriotic Society, which in-l
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the Empire was to guard all the ties
that went to perpetuate the Empire
and make it strong in the world. “I
say this more emphatically,”
Meighen stated, “because of the ten-
dencies that came in the wake of the
war, and certain tendencies in re-
cent times. I am one of those who
believe that Canadian citizenship
means very little in the end it it is
not wrapped up with the title of
British citizenship. Some are prone
to shun the word Imperialism and
assume a holy horror when the Em-
pire is mentioned. They proclaim
an ardent devotion to peace and
seek to prove it by shrinking from
the folds of Imperialism.”

The Empire could not be preserv-
ed unless all were prepared to share
in the common strength, No matter
how mighty the Titan the burden
had become too great. There must
be a sharing of obligations or a dis-
solution. The Canadian nation,
through a history of one hundred
and fifty years, had never consider-
ed the obligation of assisting in the
defence of Australia, and had never
been obliged to come to the assist-
ance of the Motherland. But Can-
ada had entered into solemn obliga-
tions to come to the assistance of
Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania.
and countries at the end of the world
with no ties of kinship. Parliament
took that step because it was a step
toward world peace. Canada had
entered into a world-wide obliga-
tion for the peace of the world, yel
some were struek with timidity and
afraid to join with the Mot herland
in the defence of the Empire that
had sheltered Canada from birth.

The time was coming when the
meaning of the British Common-
wealth must be driven home from
every angle. Canada had developed
because it avas freed of the burdens
of defence and had the sheltering
arm of a mighty country around us.

In conclusion Mr, Meighen said
separatism for Canada did not mean
independence.  Seperation means
merely changing from the Mother-
land to another nation. Independ-
ence would mean that Canada would
swing from the orbit of the Empire
into the orbit of another country.
Mr. Meighen referred to the domin-
ating influence of the American re-
publiec with its vastly greater popu-
lation, wealth and trade. There
could be no effective or effectual in-
dependence for Canada. The Empire
could nol exist except as a unit.

Which police would any self-
respecling eitizen support?

* % %

North Essex was a disastrous vie-
tory for the King Government, A
similar  reduection in majorily in
Ontario constituencies would Jeave
Premier King with only one support-
er from that provinee, even he him-
sell would be defeated, In the Zen-
eral eleetion of 1921 the late Hon,
W. €. Kennedy won North Essex hy
7,200 majority, and now in a by-el-
ection with all the power of the
government this was redueed (o
1,100, or a loss of 6,000 to Lhe gov-
ernment.

The Conservative party in con-
testing North Essex wepe lighting
fearful odds. It is a constitueney
particularly suseeptible to ZOvern-
ment influence, having large indust-
ries fostered by the tariff and ils
agricultural products all Fequire
protection.  Mr. Fielding's tarifl re-
vision has not vet been made and
this year's budget will he before
parliament in a few weeks. Mr,
Fielding went to Windsor and de-
manded the return of a Fovernmen!
stipporter. What  influenee  could
this exert? With his tarir change s
almost before parliameni, his par-
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tice to the manufacturers and mar- | -

ket gardeners to support the. gov-
eénmrent or take chancets cn lariff
changes.

Messrs. Boivin and Merecier, Que-
bec members, conducted a race war
in rural districts. Appeals rivalling
those made in Quebec in 1917 wer-
made to the rural French Canadian
electors. It was a most vicious ra-
cial campaign, and one that does noi
reflect credit on the Liberal party
who are carrying their Quebec
methods into  Ontario, They are
still making the war and conserip-
tion an issue in the country while
in Parliament (hese gentlemen as-
sume the position thal they “won
the war.,” Every effort was made to
influence the French Canadian elec-
lors against Mr. Meighen as the au-
thor of conseription.

Another important, influential and
disereditable influence mobolized
was the bootlegging fraternity in the
Windsor district. These supplies
are drawn chiefly from the Provinee
Of Quebec and it was vote and sup-
port Healey, the Liberal candidate,
or their supplies for rum running
into the United States would be cut
off. It is not a pleasant situation for
Onlario that the whiskey ring of
Quebee has such an influence in this
prohibition provinee. The day be-
lore Lhe election a circular was 15-
sued on behalf of Healey, Liberal
candidate, by one who is not even a
Canadian citizen. He promised the
electors a government wharf costing
#85,000, and waterworks to cost 825 -
000. In addition he gave the prom-
1se of a free industry if Healey was
electod,

What played an even more im-
portant. part was the usual bogus
ballot. Shortly before the election
It was discovered that 2,400 ballots
had been printed with only Healey's
name, omitting the name of Colonel
Robinson, the Conservalive candi-
date. How many of these were not
discovered will never be known. It
is known that there was the most
flagrant ballot stuffing, Imperson-
ation by Detroit thugs was rampant.
A summary of the government cam-
paign shows :

I. The tariff was used to club
the manufacturers and gardeners.

2. The Quebee race ery raised to
nfluence the French Canadian vole.

3. The bootlegging fraternity was
organized by the whiskey ring to
| support the government. |

. Thousands of ballots
printed without the
candidale’s name.,

.. Impersonation by hired Amer-
ican thugs was practised in doubtful
cily distriets,

6. Promises of wharfs., water-
works and other works were made
on-behalf of the Dominion Govern-
ment,

Even with these influences the
government majority was eul down
by 6.000. Another sach a "victory”
and the King Government is gone,
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JEALOUS WIFE SPIES ON HUBBY
—AND FINDS THE HIRED MAN
A Benlinek woman suspected that
her husband was in the habit of
Kissing the hired girl and resoived to
detect him in the act, On Saturday
night she saw him pass quietly into
the Kitchen. The hired girl was out
and the kitchen was dark. The jeal-
tus wife took a few matches in her
hand, and hastily placing a shawl
over her head—as the girl often did
—entered the back door and imme-
diately she was seized and embraced
in an ardent manner, Wilth hearl
almost bursting, the wife prepared
to administer a terrible rebuke (o
the faithless Spouse, and, tearing
hersell away from her fond embrace
struck a mateh and stood face (o
face with—the hired man!
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\the Judicious who voted otherwise,

HE WHO LAUGHS LAST
(London Free Press.)

To be fooled by a political party

and then laughed at, Such is the

fate of those Canadians who voted

for the King Government. As for

they grieve that any Canadian should
be a politician's laughing stock.
Remember every time the priee of
your shoes and your children’s shoes
pinches vour pocketbook, Mr. King
sald he was going to bring the price
of boots and shoes down. Has he
done so?

Remember this if a new harvestep,
binder, plow is a necessity for next
summer's work on the farm. Re-
member it when you buy axle
grease, harness oil, gasoline, sprav
stuff and a dozen other things, the
price of which Mr. King said he WS
going to lower by tampering with
the tariff, but the price of all of
which is status quo and in certain
instances even higher.

Of course, the Kingites and Croer-
arites of 1919 knew perfectly well,
lfacing as they did action by Wash-
ington, which had in hand the eX-
clusion of nearly two hundred mil-
lion worth of Canadian products

from the United States, that they
couldn’t possibly admit United States I’
produets into this country free amlll
thus increase enormousiv oupr unfay- |
orable balance of {rade. drive  the |
Canadian dollar down to the value |
of a 50-cent piece,

And equally, of eourse, o iy but
a lot of pig-headed. I]ﬂll-p['ﬂtr‘fli”ll-!
ists and pro-free-traders wanted
them to do it. But why, then, did|
Mr. King say he was to do this!
thing? Why? To gel the votes of
that particular “lot” of course,

That answer, too, is the answer as
to why Mr. (now premier) King, dur-
ing his campaign before the last gen-
eral election, stimulated and then
featured every possible racial and
religious difference he could trump
as existing between the English and
the French in this country : Why
he sowed seeds in our national con-
sciousness of an especially noxious
growth. We'll need a weed eradi-
calor one day, stronger than any on
the farms to get that pest oul of oup
constitution.

Broken promises, disaffection, al-
ienation, estrangement between peo-
ple and people and provinee and
province,—these things are nothing
Lo the Premier of Canada. When
they or their effects are brought to
his attention, he simply sits back in
the seats of {he mighty—and laughs!
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and nervousness. isshown
lggit:l.hy such lltt:;lll Mrs. e
wri as well as by one woman
anothe women know, and are
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Cave Man Stuff.

An Indiana man i= =aid to dislocat-
ed his wife's shoulder when he gave
her a “love tap™ on the back the oth-
er day. Perhaps if he had lapped
her on the jaw, he have
—broken her wrist,

%
Durham High School

The School i thoroughly equipped
to take up the follow INg courses :
(1) Junior Matriculation.
(2) Entrance to Normal School.
(3) Senior Matrieulation,
(&) Entrance to Faculty of Edu-
cation,
Each membeor of

won e

the Btafl is a Uni-

versity Graduate and expefienced
Teacher, -
Intending pupiis should prepare to

enter at begimmning of {erm.

Information as (v Courses may be
obtained from the Principal,

The School has a creditable record
in_the past which it hopes to main-
tain in the future.

Durham is an altractive and heal-
thy town and goml accommodation
can be obl2ined ut reasonable rales,

C. H. DANARD, B3, A, Principal.
C. RAMAGE, Chairman.

do sale bills on short notice,

The best that monev Can
and we have everything
and womanhood—in fact,
¢lass Boot and shoe F-ln!*l'.

Ladies!--Have a look at
Slippers and

Repairing Neatly and Promptly Done.

J. S. Mcllraith,

You can’t make a finer feast

lunch of Bread-and-Jam,

_hll}' is none Loo goo
In footwear from 1
everyihing that can

J. F. GRANT, Secrotary,

High=class Footwear

The season is coming for Good Foot-
wear and we are here with the goods.

d Tor our eustomers
teritie too manhood
b fovand in a first -

our New Styles in Strap
Oxfords before buying.

TRUNKS, CLUB BAGS and SUITCASES ALWAYS ON HAND

The Cash Shoe Store.

Durham, Ont
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