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THE HOUSE

The 215t of February, 1613, was an
exiraordinary day in the history of
Kussia. On the morning of that day
a great crowd of people of every
rank and station assembled in the
Red Sguare of Moseow to hear the
Spokesman for the national council
which had long been deliberating
over the choiee of a ruler for the
disturbed  country, Presently  a
greal noble and two or three of the
spiritual members of the couneil
appeared.  “Whom.” they asked,
“will you hoove for ezar?” The ques-
tion was hardly finished when a
greal  shout went up : “Michael
Theodoroviteh! (Michael, the son of
Theodore!, Let him be the eczar-
gosudar of the realm of Muscovy and
the whole state of Russia!™

In that fashion the house of Ro-
manov came to the imperial throne,
The event suggests the time when
warriors elected their chiefs and
tossed them up on their shields,

Yet that remarkable scene JSVas no
more remarkable than the situation
that had caused it. Fifteen vears
earlier the Czar Theodore had died,
—in the words of the sentimental
chronieler, “The last flower of the
land of Rus=sia had withered away,”
—and the Lhine of Rurik, which had
ruled the  lamd for seven cenluries,
came to an end, The imumediate re-
stlt was a dJdecade and a hali of
such anarchy as even the present
eondition of that unhappy country
scarcely equal=. Four usurpers sue-
cessively elaimed the throne:  the
band swarmed with robber bands;
and for the last three vears of that
“period of troubles™ there was no
riler at all, The =wedes and the
Poles took advantage of the situation
to extend their borders at the ex-
pense of Russia. Sweden oecupied
Lthe anecient eity of Novgorod: Poland
oecupied Smolen=k, and a Polish
foree actuallv burned the greater
part of the capital of Moseow  and
intrenched itsell in whal remained
of the krembin, The ¢hiefl leaders of
the people were a Novzorod buleher
named Minin, eertain clergy of  the
Trotsk monastery, and the Cossacks
under the command of Prinee Tru-
betskol. It was the Cossacks thal
linally caused the Poles to surrend-
er.

After that event a national conneil
of nobles and elergy gathered and
delhiberated and  sent M=o ngers
throughout Russia to learn the opin-
ion of the people regarding a ruler,
Finally the ecounecil ehose Michael
Romanov as eczar, and the Moscow
erowd eonfirmed their ehoice. There
woere two pecubiarities about the
choice. First. the newly chosen ezar
was an unknown bov of sixteen
years; and, secomd, no Knew
where he was: it was not, in fael,
until after a month’s =earch that he
was found in a monastery under the
guardianship of his mother. Neithep
of them was willing to accept the
honor thus thrust upon him, and for
$ix hours the emissaries of the
Couneil pleaded, and they won the
point only when they declared that,
“if he persisted in his refusal, they

e

woltld hold him responsgible to God
for Lthe uitor destroction of Mus-
covy.” Thus imvakad in the name of
religion and of patriotism, he finally
agreed (o go to Moscow and take up
his undesired erown. In that waw
the house of Romanov began.

The Romanovs were an  anciewld
farmily whose eariyv history is in-

OF ROMANOV

hundred years earlier, when the
Norzemen were busy in Western
Europe, founding dukedoms and
principalities hike that of Normandy
uider Rollo, their neighbors, the
swedes, had invaded the lands to the
southeast of them and there had es-
tablished states, of which Novgorod
wias the most important, Thereafler
various cilies—Pskov, Kiev, Smol-
ensk, and Moscow aming others—
sprang up as the capitals of petty
states that were chietly concerned
with wars with one another., Finally
in the thirteenth century the Mongols
or Tartars, swept across the steppe
region on the south and, establishing
there the power of their “great
horde,” destroved the city of Kiev
and laid its rivals under tribute, For
two hundred vears and longer they
dominated the Russian states till at
the eclose of the fifteenth century
Ivan the Terrible raised his duchy
of Moscow, or Muscovy, to such
power as to defy the Tartars and
conquer Novgorod, Tver and Vyatka.,
He married the niece of the last of
the Bysantine emiperors and con-
verted his people to Greek Christian-
ity. And so at about the time of the
discovery of Ameriea he established
the state that we have come to call
Russia,

Enemies surrounded Russia. On
the West the warlike Lithuanians
and the Poles, with whom they were
uniteéd during the sixteenth cen-
tury, strove to enlarge their borders
al the expense of Russia. On the
nerth in the same period Sweden,
which was growing in power under
the house of Vasa, aspired to press
forward from its possession of Fin-
landd andl make the Baltic Sea a
sweihi=h lake, On the south the
remnants of the Tartar power, the
khanate of the Crimea and of Asira-
Khan limited its boundaries.  And
still beyond the Tartars the oncom-
ing hordes of the Turks threatened
all of Eastern FKurope, Thus Mus-
tovy, oven before the death of Theo-
dore and the “Period of Troubles.
when it seemed that it would fall be-
fore its enemies, and in spite of ils
advance during the sixteenth cen-
tury, was hard put to it to maintain
s independence,

In the same wav in which the
house  of Hapsburg had provided
umty and a measure of peace  and
gkovernment for the Germans,  the
Chouse of Romanov, sueceeding the
house of Rurik. rendered the same
serviee (o the Slavs, But the prob-
tem was far different from the prob-
lem that had confronted the German
rulers. The Romanovs had suceeed-
el toa strange and perilous inheri-
tance—a huge, unformed streteh of
territory  composed  of  differen|
=lates and peoples and for the most
part imhabted by peasants who liv-
ed in their village eommunities, or
mirs, and held their land in common
according to a custom that had van-
Lished in Western Furope cenluries

before, | Above the peasants, and
holding them in a state of serfdom
that in many cases was little belfer

than slavery was a numerous proud,

“rieh, ignorant nobility  of prineely

and bovar families, who were little
acquainted with Earopean civiliza-
Fion as we know it and little inelined
to recognize any obligation to  the
state, To defend the eountry against
s warlike neighbors and to mould
oul s diverse elements a powerful,
centralized European state was g

volved in obscurity, though tradi-
tion aseritbes the origin if the house |
to Prussia—not the German Prussig |
of modern times, but the olid Slavie
Prussia. For eenturies the family,
hike other prineely or noble families,
had lhived on its estates. More re-
cently it had risen to eminence: the
flirst of the seven wives of Ivan the |
Terrible, the founder of Museinio
greatness, was a Romanov, and his!
ablest general was Michael's grand-
father. Michael's father, the Arch-
bishop Philaret, was a national hero
and might have become czar had he
not been a churchman, One of Mich-
ael's chief claims to the throne was
that he was a nephew of the lale
Czar Theodore. Moreover, the Ro-
manovs had been conspicuous for
their virtues as well as for their
ability; and the people demanded a
Romanov for ezar as much on the
strength  of the reputation of the
house as on its eminence,

But it was a lerrible task that was
thus thrust upon the young czar. As
he rode to Moscow he saw on every
hand the ravages of the Tartars and
the Cossacks, who had robbed and
murdered even wilthin the gates of
the capital. His subjects were the
most backward of any people who
called themselves European., and
most Western nations did not rec-
ognize them as Europeans at all. The
power of the erown was by no means
well established or even well delin-
ed: for the struggle over the sueces-
gsion had shaken it, and, moreover,
the influence of the great nobles, the
princes and the church authorities
limited the activities of a sovereign.

What we know to-day as Russia
indeed did not exist then. Seven

task from which any man mighl

have shrunk,

The Cossacks Submfi.
To it Michael and his son Alexis
el themselves during the seven-

Cleenth century: and while America

was being settled, while the Thirty
Years” War was being fought in
Germany and the Civil War was &)=
ing on in England, while Richelieu
and Louis XIV. were building up the
absolute monarchy of the Bourbons
in - France, those early Romanovs
were laying the foundations of the
power of their house and of modern
Russia. Michael contributed chieflv
by establishing the authority of the
crown and bringing order out of
chaos; he devoted the thirty years
of his reign to resloring Muscovy
to something like an organized state.
Alexis eontinued and extended the
activities of his father. He had the
laws codified and the text of the
Seriptures revised—an act that gave
church and stale sounder basis for
their work. He reorganized the ad-
ministration. From the Poles he re-
congquered the distriet known as
Little Russia; he recovered Smol-
ensk and Kiev; and he accepted the
submission of the Cossacks to Lhe
authority of the crown.

Having the Cossacks under the
crown was important in many ways.
for they were of great value in the
growth of Russia; thev were (he
outposts of the empire. When the
Tartar power had begun to wane, the
sturdy, hard-fighting Cossacks hail
pushed southward to settle along
the river Don, They were virtually
freemen and elected their own lead-
ers or hetmans; they waged almost
continual war and gradually won

and the Turks. Even after they had

of strength to the monarchy.

scarcely yel a European power. An
English ambassador describes
court of Alexis as presenting a scene

power; it was more like the court
of one of the great monarchs of Asia,
The czar sat on his throne of “massy
silver” and wore his crown “quite
covered with precious stones” over
a cap of black sable; his sceptre, his
collar and his “vest” glittered with
jewels; and his chief nobles’ were
clothed from head to foot in white
ermine,
who sat about the hall were dressed
in cloth of gold or silver or in velvet
that blazed with jewels. It all seem-
ed Oriental rather than European.

Alexis’s son Peter in the vear 1689
that the Europeanizing of Russia be-
gan,
manovs, and no character in modern

ordinary,
for eight years and had somewhat
restored order in the kingdom, which
had been greatly disturbed after his

travels—the strangest journey that
any prince ever undertook of his
own maotion,
land, where, under the name of Peter
Mikhailov, he worked in the ship-
vards of Saardam.
Lo England, where he labored again

proceeded to Vienna in his proper
character of czar; and he was aboul

land engineers, he began to put into

ern Europe,  He established “assem-

been Kepl separate after the Eastern
fashion.

conservative nobility, who wope
vineed thal Russia was Lhe grealesd
atd most advaneasi country in
world, opposed him: and at Lhe
time hie was obliged to contend with
his enemies abrogd.,
land and Sweden,
ular, under the lead of her romantie
hero
Charles XIL., bogan a long and hloody
struggle to prevent Russia from ”x,_
tending its power toward the Balgje
whilnh Peter the Great had made ttn:
goa

Swedes were not successful: pe
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more and more territory., Toward
the end of the sixteenth century one
of them, Yermak, led a band of his
“free companions” to the headwaters
of the Volga to secure land there for
their employers, the great trading
house of Strogonov. Thence Yermak
pushed forward into Siberia and be-
gan the Russian advance into Asia,
which coincided with the rule of
the Romanovs. But the Cossacks
were unruly people; they waged war
no less with the Poles and even with
Lhe Russians than with the Tartars

accepted the suzerainly of the czar
they rebelled or joined his enemies
from time to time during the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries un-
til they finally accepted the situa-
tion and in the nineteenth century
became one of the greatest sources

Alexis

But Russia under was

the

not to be matched in any Western

The two hundred boyars |

It was only with the accession of

He is the greatest of the Ro-
European history is more extra-
When he had been eczar

father's death, he sel out on his

He went first Lo Hol-

Thenee he went

in the shipyvards. From England he

Lo go to Venice when the news of the
revoll of the Streltzi, or household
guard, called him home.

Returning to Russia. accompanied
by various men, chiefly English and
Duteh sailors, shipwrights, soldiers

effect the lessons that he had learn-
ed.  He reorganized the army after
the fashion of the West: he abolish-
ed the so-called patriarchate, or
headship of the chureh, beeause if
was too independent of the crown;
he compelled the nobles to enter the
service of the state and based nobil-
Ity on thal service, He even turned

. _ and customs, sp
lis atlentions to the lesser customs carried on the work of Peter  (he
of his people, He foreed men to cul | Great,

their beards or else pay a fine to the Her son Paul, who became czap

government ; he forbade the Wearing
of the long Oriental callan, or cloak,
and foreed his nobles to adopt the
dress and even the wig, op peruke,
thal were then fashionable in Wesl-

blies™ or recoptions, where men and
women mingled in sociely as plsp
where in Europe: in Russia they had

Naturally in all of hijs reforms  the
con-

AITE
b I

especially  Po-
Sweden in partie-
king,

the  fif cen=year-oli

of his ambition.

But the

ter,

who was first defeated, finally
his way to the sea and founded there
a8 new capital, St. Petersburg—"an
eve,” as he said, “to look oul over
Europe.” He subdued the Cossacks:
he captnred Baku and gave his coun-
try an outlet on the Caspian Sea; and
when he died at the age of fifty-
three years, he had set Russia on
the way that it was to follow from
his day to our own.

customs and empire was long and
hard. Peter the Great had no capa-
ble successors of his own blood. To,
the throne came first his wife Cath-
erine, then his grandson, the twelve-
vear-old Peter II., then his niece
Anna, then her great-nephew Ivan
VI., then Peter's datighter Elizabeth
and then her nephew and adopted
heir, Peter, Duke of Holstein: and
all came within
length of time as Peter the Great's
rule had covered. But none of them
was a ruler of great character
ability. For the most part favorites
governed them; the will of the sov-
ereign determined the sucecession,
and revolution not without suspicion
of murder often altered it. Russia
seemed little more than an Oriental
despotism governed, like Turkey, by
palace intrigues.

lent rulers, the impetus loward ex-
pansion and Europeanization was
not lost. Russian influence was es-
tablished in the declining kingdom
of Poland; Russian armies took part
in the Seven Years' War and defeat-
ed Frederick the Great of Prussia;
and for the first time in history Rus-
sian troops were seen along
Ithine. Russian troops captured the
port. of Azov on the Black Sea. and
Russian power pushed across Siber-
ia. And the country, misgoverned
and still backward and overrun by
[oreign adventurers, advanced :
many ways—in the growth of cities
and of commeree, in literature and
with the founding of the lirst Rus-
SN universities ever in education,

of Catherine II,
III.

brought French philosophers to the
Russian

Western culture

during the Frenel Revolution, sye-
ceeded her on the throne,
Freal movemenl of coursp
had had no svmpathy,
she had taken advantage of jy
push forward the third
Lition of Poland, she b
into contlict with the Freneh,
however, was drawn into {he War,
The Russian armies

ﬁ

Catherine II.

Bul the path toward European

about the same

or

Nevertheless, in spite of incompe-

the

in

Things came to a head in the reign
t_l”" "1-'|-|..t.ll l]r ijh'llv!

she
hersels thoroughly with

reign

Russia the greatep

of Lithuania-Poland and

Turks and
: : l'artars incorporated
Iimea into the empire and an-

of  the

Sea from Azov Lo the Dniestep
ereour-
in
way that she

she  could:

tourt  and, by favoring

For that |
Calherine
But, though

fo
and last par-
ad not come
Paul,

dAppeared g
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fought ! Italy and Bwitzerland; and with that
circumstance it may be said that
Russia finally emerged as a Euro-
pean power. Disgusted with his al-
lies, England and Austria, Paul con-
templated making an alliance with
the French, but before he could car-
ry out his plans he was assassinaled,

and his son Alexander [ came to the
throne.

Al his accession the character of
the Romanovs and of their
changed with the altered position of
their country. The early heroes of
the house, Michael, Alexis and espe-
cially Peter the Great, with all their
‘enlightened characteristics had
many ways seemed more Asiatic
than European,
eighteenth century the family had
become rather more German than
Russian and was wholly Europeaniz-
ed. During the nineteenth century
that combination of east and west
largely influenced the house, First
Alexander, then Nicholas [.. then
Alexander II., Alexander Il.
finally Nicholas II. to a degree rare
among absolute sovereigns devoted
themselves to the business of gov-
ernment and to the good of their
country as they saw i,

Alexander 1., who first allied him-
self with Napoleon and who later
became, through Napoleon's Russian
expedition, the principal cause of
his tall, was a liberal at the begin-
ning of his reign,
Russia received Finland and

dissatisfied with Russian rule; the
liberal elements in Russia were js-
satisfied with autocracy; both econ-
spired and plotted revolution, And

irian

That great though bad CINPress | < ———
was not a Romanov by blood. She ! mmmm
was a princess of the little German | o

house of Anhalt-Zerbst, but
identified
her adopted country, and her
18 one of the great periods of its his- |

tory, During her reign the partition
of Poland gave
part
brought it to the horders of Prussia:
and two wars dgainst the
their allies the
the

nexed the northern shores
Black

River, Moreover, Catherine

aged west-European influenee
evVery

PHONES: Day 4, Nigbt 8l.

LI s e i s L T R RO A

out as the champion of absolufism.

Al his death in 1825 the liberal
Russian officers attempted a revolu-
tion and urged their soldiers to pro-
claim Constantine and a constitution,
which the soldiers did, believing that
the “constitutia™ or constitution was
Constantine's wife. But Constantine
declined the throne, the revoll was
suppressed and his brother Nicholas
I. came to the throne prepared Lo re-
press ail liberal movements and to
revive Russian nationality. The Pol-
ish Revolution of 1830-3° was put
down, and Poland was incorporated
into the empire. Nicholas's plan to
divide the Turkish POSSeSS I 0NS
among the powers of Europe led to
the Crimean War, and Russian cor-
ruption and incompetence as reveal-
ed in that struggle, it is said. led
directly to his acath.

His son Alexander IL took up the
lask of reforming the condition of
the peasants and by abolishing serf-
dom and distributing lands among
the former serfs—an act that he ac-
complished at the same time as the
American Civil War—he laid the
foundations for modern Russia. But
those reforms were not enough for

(Continued on page 7.)
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greater part of Poland as its share |Lv. Durham  7.08 am. 345 p.m.
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ence of the great conservative Aus-{ For full particulars apply 1o
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