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THE HOUSE OF HOHENZOLLERN

In the extreme southwestern cor-
ner of Germany just north of Swit-
zerland lies the old German duchy
of Suabia with its famous Black For-
est. There not far from the head-
walers of the Rhine the Danube
takes its rise; and there also many
of the great ruling families of Ger-
many began their long careers. Tow-
ard the north is the castle of Hohen-
staufen: at the south is the castle of
Hapsburg. Midway between them
some time in the Middle Ages anoth-
er great German family built a
stronghold commanding the roads
through the high valleys that lead
up to Switzerland. It was known as
Hohenzollern—the High Tolls—and
from it after the fashion of their
time its masters levied tribute upon
the traders who made their way be-
tween Italv and Germany. There
for some generations they lived un-
distinguished from their fellows.

But some time about the year 1170
—the year in which Thomas a Beck-
ot was murdered in England, and
about the time Saladin, the greal
antagonist of Richard I, became
Sultan of Egvpt—a certain younger
son of the house of Hohenzollern,
Conrad by name, finding no prospect
of bettering his condition at home,
setl out to serve with the great Ger-
man emperor, the Hohenstaufen
Frederick 1., Barbarossa, he of the
red beard. famous in history and le-
gend. Conrad found favor with the
emperor. He found still more tavor
with a ladv of the ecourt, the heiress
of the house of Voburg, whom he
married: and through her family’s
claims to the burgraviate, or eity
countship, of Nuremiburg, which was
one of the ehief commereial eentres
of Germany. he became the ruler of
traders upon whom his family had
long levied tolls at Hohenzollern.
Thus he founded the fortunes of his
house: for the burgraves of Nurem-
berg were by their office princes of
the empire; and Conrad’s daughter
married her cousin Frederiek II. of
the older Hohenzollers line and
kept the inheritance in the family,

That was the first step in the pro-
gress of the Hohenzollerns, who
theneeforth plaved a  considerable
part in German affairs. They ex-
tended their lands and influenee
the region round them, and filty |
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title of elector—which meant that
he was one of the seven men who
chose the emperor—and was created
archchamberlain of the empire.
With that eircumstance the Hohen-
zollerr dynasty entered on a new
and more important stage of 1ils
career.

The Acquisition of Prussia.

The mark of Brandenburg lay in
what was then the extreme north-
eastern corner of Germany. The
Wends. one of the many heathen
tribes that lived in the Baltic lands
and along the eastern border of Ger-
many, had originally inhabited it;
but as the German people began to
expand during the Middle Ages they
set up on their eastern border what
were known as “marks”, or marches,
to protect themselves from the bar-
barians. The mark of the Billungs
was on {he north; the North Mark
was just south of it; and the East
Mark and the mark of Thuringia
were still further south; the Bavar-
ian East Mark, which became the
Duchy of Austria, was farthest south
of all. The marks of Carinthia, of
Carniola and of Istria, which had
come into the hands of the house of
Hapsburg, completed a long chain of
bhorder states, which were granted
to various leaders with the privilege
of holding all the land that they
could conquer. Little by little as the
adjoining land® were subdued and
colonized they were added to the
empire.

Among them was the mark of
Brandenburg, the so-called Middle
Mark. which had been granted to a
Thuringian family of the house of
Ballensiedt. Its greatest figure had
been a certain Albert the Bear, who
had finally subdued the Wends and
had added their territory to the
lands that owned the authority of
the empire. He had died at almost
precisely  the same moment  that
Conrad of Hohenzollern had set oul
on his adventure that led his family
to Albert's inheritance; awd when
the house of Ballenstedt became ex-
tinet that important ontpost of the
empire, the mark of Brandenburg,
which had passed through various
hamds, was linally granted or,
<ome 1ll=naturad people suggest, sold
to the house of Hohenzollern,

[l was a greal acquisition for them
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the guardian of the son of Emperor
Fl‘l'qh'l‘li'k I1.
ek married Elizabeth the sister nl'!
the Duke of Meran, and on the death |
of that prinee acquired as his share!

of the Meran inheritance Bavreuth |
was |

and some adjacent fiefs, It
thie Frederiek who brought about |
the election of his unele, Rudolf of
Hapsburg, to the imperial throne;
and it was his son, Frederiek IV.
who, fighting tirst foe Albert of Haps-
burg and helping to make him em-
peror, went over, on Albert's degth.
to Ludwig of Bavaria and assisted
wim to defeat Frederick of Hapsburg
_an-aet that eansed him to be call-
¢ “the savior of the empire.”

That was not his only rewamld; he
reecived  substantial  compensation
and was enabled to buy the (erritory
of Anspach, which adjoined Nurem-
berg. His son bought two other ter-
ritories—Culmbach and Plasenburg

and got the privilege of seizing
auch robber fortresses as he eould
and as holding them as fiefs of the
empire. In such fashion during the
fourteenth eentury the Hohenzol-
lerns built up a little prineipality of
fwo parts—the one adjacent to Nu-
rembere. the other farther south. Tt
was long and narrow, and eurved
from their ancestral castle Hil it
crossed the Rhine in one direction
and the Danube in the other
if disjoined lands in the very hearl
of Germany, Those territories they
rnledd with shrewdness and ability.
They were a theifty race, as their
abilitv to purchase land shows: and
thev had gained their position not
only by ability and thrift and mar-
riage but by political skill thal was
of greal service eonsidering the dis-
turhbed condition of Germany during
the Miuddle Ages,

At the beginning of the fifteenth
century those qualities met with a
still greater reward. Frederick of
Hohenzollern eontributed mueh to
the eleetion of the Emperor Sigis-
mund: he contributed more to his
support, and Sigismund was not un-
graleful. He needed men like Fred-
erick. for it had fallen to his lot to
suppress the followers of John Huss
and the Hussite heresy in Bohemia.
He had taken upon himself the sei-
tlement of the great schism of the
chureh. which for the greater part
of a century had divided Catholic
Furope into the adherence of two
and sometimes three popes. And in
1415, when the Couneil of Constance
was held to put an end to the scan-
dal of the church and to provide a
new basis for the allegiance of the
faithful, among the various resulls
of that great conference was the
bestowal of a new dignity on the
: of
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Conrad’'s son F['wiﬂ'-'

Frederick of |

e

possibilities of expansion.  Bual al
firsl it had a earious result,  Like
most other German honses, the Ho-
henzollerns possessed  extraordinar-
iy divided territories—Hohenzollern
proper. Nuremberg, and now Bran-

denburg, widely separated rom one

anothier and not always continuous
even in themselves, And it was trm-
v saied of the great state thal they
came to rule in later thal.
whereas most stales began with a
centre or eore aid expanded oul-
ward, Prussia began with frontiers
and filled them in. For that method
of expansioh the whole history of
fhe Holienzollern |"rIIl'li|1}‘ hal prepar-
ed them, and with the acquisition
of Brandenburg they continued 1l on
a much greater seale. For the Lime
hitng, however, the first resull was
to divide the family into two bran-
ches, that of Franconia and that of
Brandenburg. The successive parti-
tion of its lands among Lhe children
according to the older German cus-
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tom weakened the  Franconian
branch; its terrilopies, increasing
somewhal through the vears, fell

partly inte the hands of the Bran-
denburg branch and partly into the
hands of its own three main divi-
until by the middle of the
nineteenth eentury  all execepl one
division had disapepared.

The ereat fortunes of the family
lav with the Brandenburg branch.
I'nitke their kKinsmen, the heads of
it did not divide their lands among
their ehildren but adopted the law
of primogeniture, which gave the
whole to the eldest son amd s0 pres
sopved the lands intaet. By war and
specially by marriage they inergased
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ning of the sixteenth century
extraordinary  circumstance gave
them a substantial addition {o their
ferritory.

It happened that some three hun-
dred vears before, at the same time
that the Hohenzolelrns were hecom-
ing burgraves of Nuremberg, a
erusading order known as the Teu-
tonie Knights had been founded af-
ter the fashion of the time, At first
it was confined to Palestine and the
wars against the Saracenss but early
in the thirteenth century a band of
the knights moved to a region then
outside Germany, known as Prussia,
whieh heathen peoples like the
Wends then oecupied, and in con-
junetion with similar orders—espe-
cially the Knights of the Sword and
the like—conquered the distriet.

Those orders gradually declined

in numbers and especially in pur-

pose; and when the Reformation

rivalry: and between Sweden and

L iromerania

| Suceession to determine the dispo-
their inherilance, and at the begin=| <ition of his dominions the emperor,
an | looking for allies against Louis XIV.,

 king of Prussia—Frederick William

came the Order of the Teutonic
Knights took advantage of the situ-
ation to become

divide their lands anm«
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the grand master was a Hohenzol-
lern, so that when he died without
jssue the Prussian territory that he
had possessed reverted to the Bran-
denburg branch. Thus in that cur-
jous fashion the house of Hohenzol-
lern became possessed of the territ-
ory from which it later took its ti-
tle and with which it has become
identifled.

But with another detached terri-
tory their position had its dangers
and its difficulties. The Prussian
lands were held as flefs of the King
of Poland, who desired to possess
them himself. Between Poland anid
the rising power of Sweden under
the house of Vasa there was great

Poland lay most of the territories of
the house of Hohenzollern. Thus
during the sixteenth and the seven-
feenth centuries the rulers of Bran-
denburg and Prussia were foreed to
walk warily, It was their great am-
bition to throw off the Polish yoke
and to extend their possessions 1o
the sea, from which Mecklenburg
and Pomerania cut them off, Bul
they were not strong enough to defy
Poland, and Sweden was as ambi-
tious as they Lo extend her power on
all the shores of the Baltie BSea,

which she aspired to turn into a
swedish lake.
“The Great Elector.”
The situation came to a head in

the Thirty. Years' War, 1618—48,
which so profoundly affected most
of the ruling houses of Germany and
wrought sueh devastation in Central
Furope. In that long conflict the
Hohenzollerns with  skill  afd
shrewdness, if not with much hero-
ism ord high-mindedness, playved a
difficult and dangerous part. The
Elector George William, though a
Protestant, and a brother-in-law of
Gustavus  Adolphus, fearing the
cheeck of his ambitions that Swedish
sueeess would bring. gave but little
support to the Swedish Kng's  at-
‘ompt to reseue the German Protest-
ants, He and his son after him
shifted and negotiated and, when
they could not avoid it, fought their
vav into sueh a pogition that when
e settlement of  Germany  eame
with the Peace of Weslphalia the
Holrenzollers acquired as their share
of the spoil the larger part of farther
the whole of whieh they
had elaimed—and four bhishopries in
contral Germany, ineluding Madge-

.

cided to have

a regiment of :hnu.lnhtna-—lu-ullod Rhenish Prussia—
His agents scoured all Europe for that brought it to the borders of

recruits for the organization, which
soon became famous, and no man
above six feel six inches was safe
from them. The agents hired or
even kidnapped the men they want-
ed wherever they found them, and
the Potsdam Giant Regiment of
Grenadiers with some two thousand
four hundred men was one of the
sights of Europe.

Of course the soldiers were (oo
splendid and too expensive to fight;
and as a matter of fact Frederick
William I. engaged in only one war
and that was a minor conflict. He
died in 1740, the same year in which
the Czarina Anna and the Emperor
Charles VI, died. His son, Frederick
I1., called in later yvears Frederick
the Gireat, succeeded him, The new
king was twenty-eight years old and
had spent his youth in the pursuit
of literature and music—writing bad
poetry and playing still worse on
the flute—and in quarreling with his
stern father after the Hohenzollern
manner. He had shown little apti-
tude or taste either for war ar for
polities. But scarcely was he on the
throne when, taking advantage of
the weakness of the Hapsburg mon-
archy under the Archduchess Maria
Theresa, he mobilized his armly and,
invading the provinece of Silesia,
which joined his territories on the
south, began the so-called Wars of
the Austrian Succession, or the Si-
lesian Wars, which lasted more than
twenly vears, and raised the little
kingdom of Prussia to the rank of a
first-rate European power,

In that unscrupulous design, en-
tered upon, as he deelared, from de-
gire to increase his dominions and
o make himself famous, he was al
first suceessful.  France, Bavaria
and Spain declared war against Aus-
tria and so contributed to his plans.
The first Silesian War, which lasted
two years, left him in possession ol
the territory that he had seigd. Bul
he had invoked a spirit that he could
not control. All Europe and pres-
ently America were drawn into the
conflict: and in the third Silesian
War, or the so-called Seven Years
War, Frederick almost met destruce-
tion, The intervention of England,
when was then fighting Franee for

France, though the north German
states separated the territories from
Brandenburg. But in all of those
events the weak and vacillaing Ho-
henzolelrn king, Frederick William
III. plaved little part; nor were his
giccessors of much more account
than he,

The greatness of Prussia there-
after depended chiefly upon its min-
isters, its officials and its army. In
them it was foriunale: under their
lead it began to make itself the dom-
irant power in north Germany, M
established a customs union thal
hound the lesser states to it; it un-
dermined the power of ils rival Aus-
iria and began the unification of
Germany under the house of Hohen-
zollern rather than uniler the Haps-
burgs or the German Liberals, When
the Revolution of 1848 broke oul
Frederick William IV, was obliged
to grant a constitution to his people;
but it was his troops that finally
crushed the Liberal movement,

“The Policy of Blood and Iron.

With the conclusion of the Revo-
Jution of 1848 there came to the front
the great German statesman Bis-
mareck, who entered on his poliey of
“blood and iron” to unify Germany
under the Hohenzollern dynasty.
First, in deflance of the people’s will
he inereased the size of his army;
then he carried on a joint war with
Austria against Denmark by which
Prussia occupied Schleswig; then he
picked a quarrel with Austria in
1866 and defeated it and the German
states that were allied with it. Then
he established the North German
Confederation with Prussia at  the
head: it was composed of states thatl

Prussia had conquerdl, ineludipg
Schleswig amd Holstein, Hanover,

Hesse, Nassau and Frankfort, Thus
Prussia filled in its boundaries o
the west. Finally Bismarck found
grounds for a war with France and
with the aid of the south German
siates defeated it in 1850-31, He per-
suaded the German princes to offer
the imperial title to William I. of
Prussia. who was erowned Emperor
of Germany in the Palace of Ver-
sailles on January 18, 1871, An im-
perial parliament at Frankfort ad-

and a reputation for military skill
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ihe  Eleetor Frederick William,
“the Greal Eleetor” as he was called,
the second founder of the fortunes
The achievement ol
another egrent Hohenzollern ambilion
followed  it-—4he release of
Prus<ia from  Polish -M'l-l'llrt‘ui.--tlli.p,II

Taking advantage of Ih'l'l':!l wm";
between Swoeden and  Poland  that |
followed the Thirty Yeams™ Wap,
Fredevieck William received Tor his
Limely aid to the Swedes the recog- |
nitnon of his unlimited soverecignty
f Prussia. To that he added lII.rI
seftlement of a long=standing claim |
o territories in Weslern Germany. |

Nop owas that the whole of  the |
Greal Elector's contribution to the |
creatness of his house, Within tli:wi
enlarvged terrilories he began uiliti
his own officials to bulld ap a new
system of administration that in lal- |

e Limes became famous as the ""i‘i

of his house,
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cin of the Prussian bureaucracy, Ih-i
mereased his army and enlavged his|
diplematie serviee: he encouraged |
agriculture and manufaciauring :m-ll
cave profection and enconragement |
Lo Hugenols fleeing from Lthe perse- |
eution of Louis XIV, of France; and |
by so doing he began to make Bran- |
denburg recognized as a factor to be |
reckoned with, nol only i German
bt in European afTairs,

Frederick the Great.

The new position of the Hohen-
zollern  slale was soon  econtirmed,
With the death of the last of the
~panish Hapsburgs, Charles 11.. and
the on-coming War of the Spanish

who had aceepled the  Spanish
throme fop bis grandson Philip V.,
turnel to Brandenburg for assisi-
ance.  And in return for a promise
of aid he permitted the elector to
fake the title of King of Prussia in
the first vear of the eighteenth cen-
turv, With that event the long
growth of the house of Hohenzollern
proved suecessful beyond perhaps
oven the dreams of its earlier mem-
bers: and it advanced toward anoth-
er great turning point in its career,

The son and successor of the first

[.—was not a warlike prinee, but he
devoted himself o two objects each
of which was related to war. The,
first was to accumulate a great trea-
sure; the second was to have an
army out of all proportion to the size
of his country. He believed that if
the small state of Prussia, which

| matched 1n Europe.
<iieh was the first achievemenl lnt'i'

| He established banks, sel up a "mar-

Ahe laws and provided an efMieient 1f

an army agal

|tle of Valmy: and thereafter Prussia

had two and a half million people,

was to play a considerable in
Ewog.em affairs, it should "“’Il

of | Swedish Pomerania, the greater part

and diplomatie  shrewdness

Though the war left  Prossia
among the first-rate powers of (he
continent. it was weak and impov-
erished from the long steam, Fred-
erick devoted his later vears to res-
toring his country to prosperily and
he beeame eminent among those “en-
lightened despots™ who spent their
energies for the good of their people,
itime companv¥ o promole  com-
merce, drained the marshes, codified

stern administration, Bul the tra-
dition of greatness founded on A
powerful army  and oo unscrup--
lons diplomacyeremained. The par-
Lition of Poland. which began during
his reign and gave Prussia the dist-
riet of Pogen and the lands taal sep-
araled Prussia from  Brandenburg,
strenethened ~ the  tradition.  The
pastorn boundaries were now  filled
in.

Three vears after the death of
Frederick theGreat the Freneh Rev-
olution broke out. Like all absolul-
isl monarchs, the Hohenzollerns na-
turally were opposed to the move-
ment and joined Austria in sending

inst the revolutionaries,
That army was defeated in the Hat-

looked on with indifference while
the Freneh under Napoleon's leader-
ship overran the rest of Europe. Fol-
lowing the tradition of the greal

opted a constitulion for the new em-

the control of America, saved him | yipe and the long career of ,the Ho-
and the peace of 1563 left him Silesial papzollern family thus came to

clhimax.
un-

a

Il j= apparent that this final sue-
cess was owing less (o the head of
the house than it was to Bismarck,
Moltke amnd Roon, who directed s
military amd  diplomatic  destinies,
William 1. amd his son Frederiek T
with all their excellent qualities
were not men of greatl ability or of
ageressive character; and it was i
until the aceession of William 11, in
1888 thal a Hohenzollern of domin-
ating personality came (o the throne,
The result of his accession was soon
apparent, Within  five  months
Molike resigned as chief of stafl;
and two vears to a day from Wilhiam
1. suceession Bismarek resigned as
Chancellor of the Empire, Then the
voung emperor entered on what he
called “the new course,”  Hs aspired
to revive in his person Lthe Great El-
ector and Frederiek the Great, and
he devoted himsell to enlarging the
place of Germany in European and
in world politics, He turned his al-
tention to ecreating a navy  that
should rival England’s; he imereased
the size of the army; he encouraged
copamerce.  While striving at home
to suppress the Socialist movement.
which had begun with the growth of
inwustiry in Germany, he “rattled the
aword” and “shook the mailed fist”
in the face of Enrope, In 14, driv-
en on partly by eircumstances and
partly by the military party, he
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plunged the world into war; and
that great adventure brought first
defeat, then revolution and hie ab-
dication,

Thus ended the greatness of the
house of Hohenzollern. Its history
differs in many ways from the his
tory of the house of the Hapsburgs.
It came later on the slage; il pro-
duced few men of eminence in mod-
ern times; it was fortunate in its
ministers, who combined capacitly
for administiration with aggressive
ambition. Bul the persisterice in
the poliey of the so-called “Hohen-
rollern Testament,” which embodied
the principles and the aims of its
dynastic ambitions from generation
to generation, was unsuited to an
age that no longer recognized divine
right; and the house fell at the mo-
ment of ils greatest success and
dragged with it the two olther great

dynasties of Hapsburg and Romanov.
=

HITS THE HOME
(Toronto Glohe,'

A pelition against betting on horse
races from over §00 women of Essex
County shows how this evil hils the
home.

ELECTION CARDS

To the Electors of the Townshi

Bentinck :
Ladies apd Gentleme
vou a happy and prospe

Year and thank yvou very kindly fer
the generous way in which you sup-
ported by election to the position of
Councillor for the Township for the
vear 1923, 1 trast to be able to secve
| Vou 8o well as to merit a continu-
ance of vour sapport.,
Yours very tyuly,
ROBERT GRITESON,

To the Electors of the Township of
Bentinek :

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank
yvou for the generous support vou
gave me last Monday at the poll. Al-
low me Lo assure von that I shall do
all my punwer to merit the conli-
dence you have placed in me,

Yours respectfully
Dy, J, MeDaXN AL Iy,
To the Electors of the Townslup of
Glenelg :

Ladies and Gentlemen.—1 desire ta
thank vou all sincerely for the econ-
fidence vou have shown by electing
me as Councillor, T hope T may e
able to merit that confidence  bw
gserving you faithfully and well, The
uppermost thounght in my min
he the best thie
cipality,

interesis of

perous New Year. T am,
Yours very {ruly,
ALEX. A. ALJOE.
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COW STRAYED

Strayed to the premiseg of the yde
dersigned on Tuesday, ?I‘Irﬁﬂﬁ'}' 5. a
black Polled Angus cow. Owner
may have same by prgyvinggproperty
and paving expenge: ), Gree-
woodd, Durham, -

Durham

Machine Shop

REPAIRING ALL KINDS MACHINERY
Farm Machinery, Cream Sep-
arators, Guns and other small
All kinds of tools

articles.
sharpened: saws, axes, scissors,
knives and other cutlery.

F. W. MOON

Machinist. Ete.
Nearly opposite Post Office

davs of Frederiek the Great, Prussia
was confident in the ability of iz
diplomacy and of its army. That con- |
fidence was shaken in 1806 when by |
his Aiplomacy Napoleon isolated
Prussia and then overthrew its arny
in four hours at the Battle of Jena.
Thereafter the Hohenzollerns were
punished for their weak and selfish
policy. In.fact they were almosl
eliminated as a European power.
But the ability of three greal n_1in-
isters. none of whom were Prussians
__&fein. Scharnhorst and Harden-
herg-—saved the country. The “:hnle
Prussian system was reorganized;
serfdom w:is abolished; a national
spirit was roused. and, most import-
ant for the future, a new system of
military training was introduced, It
was the unjversal, compulsory, short
term service by which all able-bod-
ied men were passed through the
army. In later years all Europe ad-
opted the system, which became the
main characteristic of Prussia.
When Napeleon's Russian expedition
tailed the Prussians were the firsl
to desert his cause. Hohenzqllern.
Hapsburg and Romanov joined with
England to overthrow his power;
and when they had succeeded Prus-

gia received its reward. It gained

of Saxony and territories m' : the
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To Our Customers

and the General Public:

We Wish All
A

Happy and
New

Prosperous
Year

- HENDERSON’S BAKERY
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Wishing vou all a happy amd il




