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THE RED CROSS
COLUMN

The Red Cross in this war has
been the great safe guard of the
rights of all non-belligerents.

It does not
term open to the suspicion of a
hypocrital partiality for one side
or the other. It is not pacificist
in the ordinary sense of the word,
It’s aims are entirely non-political.
le does pot attempt to inlluence
tne miiitary policies of any govero-
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_ | gituation in the Balkans, some con- if they manage to hold out for another |
' tending that tLo Bulgarians have ac- year perhaps American workmen will

pose as a neutral

A
|

CONFLICTING REPORTS
COXE FROM BA].KMB;

|
i

Correspondents Muddling Up Facts
Witk Their Own Theories—Big |
Ruzsian Win in Persia ]
London states that speculation over
the developrent of an attack on the
Entente allies .
Some paperz ceadit the central pcwers
with a plan to bear down on Saloniki |

inz the centr.
Bulgarians on .ne left an.. right ".In;ul
respectively. From different corred
pondents came various reports on the

complished all the territorial gains
within their immediate ambitions, and
therefore will not move further. Other
correspondents represent them as be-
Ing determined to extend their boun-
daries to include the important port
of Saloniki.

Russian Successes Continue

Authentic information having ‘been
received of the arrival at Rabatkerim,
26 miles southwest of Teheran, of &
band of a thousand horsemen uner'
Emir Kischimet, the Russians sent li
detachment of troops there under Col.
Belomestroff, with orders to destroy

the band by a swift blow. Col. Belome- |
stroff encountered the enemy near
Rabatkerim.  The enemy consisted of
two battalions of gendarmes, five hun- |
dred of Chief Emir's horsemen and
two hundred Kakhtiarias. The enemy
opened a violent fire. Col. Belome-
stroff, after artillery preparations, at-
tacked with his whole force in an en-
deavor to surround the enemy. The
enemy was thoroughly dispersed, los-
ing in men sabred slone 118, including
two officers.

Huns Lose 8,000 Men

Two days of continuous fighting be-
tween Ypres and Armentieres resulted
in a loas to the Germans of 8,000 ef-
fectives, says the war correspondent
La Liberte, Paris. The object of
the Germans was to test the strength
of the British lines at this point. Be-
hind clouds of polson gases the Teu-
tons made a dozen' attacks, but where
the British artillery and machine guns
failed completely to break the oncom-
ing human waves, the assailants were
driven back with the bayonet. Not an
inch of ground was gained.
Montenegrins Retake Trench
The following official statement con-
cerning the progress of hostilities was
issued: “Combats along the entire
front of the Sanjak army were without
result for the enemy, who also were
repulsed nezr Voutchide. After a hot
fight the Austrians captured our posi-
tion of Raskova Gora, which we retook
by a vigorous counter-attack, taking
a number of prisoners and a i:pl:l.mnl.ii:;!"+
of material.”

Ancient Warfare Revived

Along the Tyrol-Trentino-Carnia
front there has been an intense ar-
tillery engogement. The enemy again
tombarded inhabited localities, caus-
Ing some damage. They also rolled
enormous houl lers on the village of
Lopplo, in the valley of the Adige,
from overhanging cliffs, without caus-
ing serious damage.

The Salonlkl Problem

The situation in the Balkans, says

Paris, is without modification. The
Bulgarians remain at the frontier on
Serbian territory. Trustworthy in-

formation announces a large concen-
tration of itroops, which may mean an

are assembiing on the front cnmpﬂa-l
ing Monastir, Gievgeli and Doiran. If |
an attack is begun against the allies’ |
positions, it doubtless will be led sim-
ultaneously [rom the west by Monas- |

. | ley of the Strumica.

tir, from (lie centre by the Vardar
valley, and ‘rom the east by the val-
The entrenched |

camp of the Anglo-French forces at !

| Baloniki is now prepared to withstand

l

Callal s, |

i L ll'l.ll iR

is | that might be

CNk | an alttack.

Band of Steel Tightens
By a Rlova!l proclamation published |

uy « | In the London Gazette, the exportation |

to Switzerland of virtually everything |
of serviee to Germany

| 18 prolibited unless it is consigned to

(THRWT | Bociete Suisse

de Surveillance Econo-

mique,- whichh corresponds with the

Llae PrisOoLers wWithoue Willeases, de. | HEI_““H-“"-!"l (verseas Trust, with
thew Bpallve wwague, conCeruing ' which the Government has a similar |
(el personal aiialrs,  lne  Heu jagreement. Thus the British policy |
Cross nurses who accompany ta. | of preventing goods f.om reaching
deiegaies have the right (0 dis-  Germany through neutral countries
el I : at=t, ' TR
tribute wichoui lel or hindaraoce, | has been carried a step further.
money and charitable guls, i
Lvery means Ol Llralspoit 1s 1.--"| Roumania Hglp; Teutons
|

be pul at the disposal of Lhe dele-
gates by the country in which the
visit takes place., They have 1he
right tuo take what photograpls
they please of the prisopers and
theiwr camps, as well as to make
suggestions to the commanders.
who are under orders to assist

these Red Cross commissions by
every means in their power.
In this and in other ways the

Red Cross has established the
right of prisoners of war to hu-
mgne treatment. It has, not only
sedured the recugnitinl of the
(reneva convention, it has gained
iresh privileges.

It is easy emough to win recog-
nition of humane principles in time
of peace. The Red Cross has suc-
ceeded in asserting it's creed even
amid the bitterness of war. It
has removed nearly every obstacle
which separates a prisoner of
war from the charity and sym-
pathy of his compatriots.

It only remains for the civilian
public to take advantage of this
Red Cross open road, and to sup-
port by its contributions, the or-
ganization which has won such
diplomatic triumphs for humanity,

If you wish to relieve the sick.
wounded and prisoners, the Red
Croas line of communication runs
straight and true as a Roman
road, to every hospital and prison
camp in every belligerent country.
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MARRIED

TRAFFORD—MILLER—In Ben-
tinck at the home of the bride’s
mother, by Rev. W, W. Wylie, on
MMMMI- 28th Charles
Elmer to Miss Ruth

[}

It is reported from Bucharest that?

the tfansportation of cereals from |
Roumania o Germany and Austria-|
Hungary, under the agreement recent.-l
ly made beiween Roumania and the
central powers, began-on Dec. 24, ac-
cording to a despatch to the Havas |
Agency, {rom Athens. '

i
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Record Wheat Deal Finished

A wheat deal just completed with
the British and French Governments
involves nearly £3,000,000 sterling,
and the price is above flve shillings
a bushel. A "sale has also been made
f> Italy. A cargo for South Africa
h®»s brought the record price of five
ghillings and five pence.

Breslau's Exit

Rome despatches report that the
Turkish cruiser Midirli, formerly the
German Breslau, has been sunk, and
the Turkish dreadnaught Sultan Sel-
im, formeriy the German Goeben,
damaged in a battle with the Russian
squadron in the Black Sea.

Allied Subs. Return to Marmora

. Recent storms have carried away
the booms constructed by the Turks
across the Narrows of the Dhrdanelles
and some of the allled submarines
have passed into the Sea of Marmora.

British Losses Given

Replying to a written question by
P. A. Molteno, member of the House
of Commons, Premier Asquith gavk
the total British casualties up to De-
cember 9, as 528,227.

Harden's Paper Forbidden
Aceording to The Telegraaf the
blication of Maximilian Hardean's

Zukumst been forbidden by
mmnﬁnnmm .

offensive at an early date. Bulgarians | “

| eellor
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FACTS TO BE FACED

IF WAR IS TO BE WON

Lloyd George Speaks Plainly at Glas
:zw on Britain's Exact Position—
Scote’ Great Rally

Mr. Lloyd George, addressing three
thousand trade unionists at Glasgow,

skilled and unskilled labor. He placed
before his hearers three fateful alter-

the guns to enable them
throughout 1916 owing to trade union
regulations, or we must tell them that

help us to get a sufficient supply for
1917." Another alternative,” added
Mr. Lloyd George, “is that we might
tell the Kaiser frankly that we can-
not go on. He might let us off with
the annexation of Belgium, with the

yment of an indemnity, and with a

| British colony or two, but he would

certainly demand that Great Britain
surrender her command of the sea,
and Great Britain thenm would be as
completely at the mercy of Prussian
despotism as Belgium is to-day.

Hecklers Rebuked

“Eighty thousand skille? men are
required,” proceeded the 1. nister of
Munitions. The gun and munition fac-
tories in the United Kingdom n:lled
for this number of workers. You
won't get them.” someone In the
audience shouted. Mr. Lloyd George
silenced the interrupter by exclaiming,
“] come here and face three thousand
Glasgow trade unionists. will that
gentleman venture to go to Flanders
and face three thousand British sol-
diers in the trenches?” Prolonged
cheers showed on which side stood the
Glasgow workmen present.

All Machinery Needed

The problem of the Minister is no
longer ammunition, but guns and ma-
chine guns. Plants for the manufac-
ture of artillery cannot be imp '
and it is clear that every bit of suit-
able machinery in the United Kingdom
must be used night and day to meet
the demand. The Government has
been very patient, but trades union
rules which involve the possibility of
defeat if not temporarily set aside will

not much longer be permitted to les-
sen the output of the nation's work-

shops.
ENGLAND WAKES UP

Conscription For Single Slackers to
Come in Vogue

It is stated on excellent authority
that the Cabinet has virtually decided
upon a modified form of conscription
bill, to be introduced in the House
of Commons next week, giving the
Government the necessary Ppower,
should it be found needful, to bring
in single men and preserve Premier
Asquith’s pledge to married men.
Premier Asquith is expected to make
a statement on the whole guestion in
the House of Commons on Wednes:
day or Thursday of next week, and
announce the speedy introduction of
a bil! of a permissive character, mak-
ing zerviee in the army obligatory on
unmarried men who have falled to at-

test uncer the Derby scheme. The
anti-conseriptionist Ministers offered
stiong opposition. The Cabinet de-

 elded by a majority that it is bound

bv P'remier Asquith’'s pledge, and
werally aoproved the principle of
g n result of the Derby
Herinald McKenna, Chan-
of the Exchequer, and Walter
‘uneiman, President of the Board of
Trade, have, it is reported, resigned,
hiit their resignations have not yet
reen acceniod, It i3 po=sible that fur-
thop resienptions will follow.

amorleinn
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"5 ZDubble Bursts
v Adventure is Nearing its
Finigh

of the members of the

iee in Stockholm result-

Frepment over ”H‘ n'.'lﬂ'[!.'“

procet snd Mrs, Inez Bolsse-

ork suffragist, announced

val from the expedition.

2in expressed the belief

cition was doomed to fail-

" undemocratic principles

-roup, including Mme. Ro-

cver, in controlling opin-

"ave appeared to the pub-

o are in fact, a confused

“hly-intentioned persons of

1z and no collective plan-

nicg,” Mrf Boissevain sald. Mrs.

Poisgevain said she was compelled to

cxpedition, and was leav-
i L .L 1_I!,.l'
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Fersian Cabinet Falls

The Persian Cabinet has fallen.
The Shah has named Prince Firmano

| Firma as Premier to organize a new

Cabinet. The Persian Cabinet was
pro-German. It is believed that Minis-
ters friend!y to the Quadruple Entente

| will replace those with German oon-

nections. Prince Firmano Firma is
known as pro-Russian. No surprise
was caused in London by the report
of the Cabinet's fall. This is consider-

ed to be a great diplomatic victory for

the Entente allies.

King Peter Honored

It is announced that Gen. J. F. L.
Piarro de Mondesirra has visited King

Peter, of Sertia, and presented him

with the War Cross, conferred upon
him by France. King Peter moved by
this evidence of friendship, kissed the

War Crosz hefore it was pinned on
to his breast. .

Faris to Honor Edith Cavell

ON BRITISH FRONT

Tommies Spend Christmas Day in Pan
suing Their Favorite Sport—No
Truce Made With Enemy

| __The Reuter correspondent at British |

 Headquarters in France sends the fol-

at Saloniki continues. urged the employment side by slde of | lowingz account of how the men spent

t Christmas: “Christmas broke over the

British western frort wet and blow-

from t!ree cides. the Germans form- natives: “Either we must tell the sol- ' ing and altcgether cheerless. As the
with the Turks and diers that we are sorry we cannot get | morning advanced the sun struggled
to win | through the mists; by the soldiers’

| dinner time it was quite fine and very
'mild. The day was uneventful in the

trenches. Plenty of good fare was pro-
vided and conditions were-as comfort-
able as possible amid the waterlogged
environments. Amongst the troops in
reserve and billets Christmas was cele-
brated with more thoroughness. The
enemy seemed eatisfled to spend his
Christmas guietly, and there was no
intention in the British lines, if the
Germans manifested no desire to be
aggremive, to force them into hostile
activity. On the other hand, every
preparation had been made to meet
the least tendency to ‘strafing’ in a
vigorous manner. Hence, ve
quiet lay upon the fire within the
occupied zone. During the afternoon
available acre of meadow in the
of the lines was taken possession
of for football. In the trenches them-
selves there was mpch hearty singing,
ranging from what the French call
‘that melancholy hymn,’ ‘Tipperary,’
to ‘A Che le Morte.'! In where
the enemy lines skirt the tish close-
ly the guttural chanting of the Ger-
mans wag borne athwart the shrill
song of the southeaster, and was in-
variably the signal for a deeper out-
burst of chorusing on the part of our
men to drown the sound.

Invaders Are Remembered

“Overtures toward fraternizing by
the Germans were but slight and faint-
hearted, as though their rejection was
a foregone conclusion. There appears
to be a general sense of relief among
the soldiers that Christmas is over.
The spirit of the season is completely
out of harmony with the grim atmos-
phere of the trenches, and contrasts
born of reminiscences are not of a
cheerful order. ‘We don't want to stop
and think more than we can help,’
said a Highlander. ‘We just want to
get on with it, so that we may sooner
be finished.""”

$300,000,000 LOAN

Canada May Again be Called Upen
to do Her Share in the War

8ir Geo. i"uster, Minister of Trade
and Commerce, intimated in an ad-
dress that a Canadian domestic loan
of $300,000,000 might soon follow the
recent issue of $100,000,000. Sir George
gald that Canadians would be called
on to bear a greater share In the
financing of the war. It will no longer
be possible to do this by forelgn loans,
he sald, and the people of the country
would have to practice strict economy
in order to be able to do their part.
“We hcve the money,” he said. “There
are two sources—what the people have
earned and saved, if the latter is not
enough, when all your savings are
gone we will come to you for your
earnings. And 1 believe there I8 not
a man in Canada who, if he values his
country and citizenship, will refuse
the call.”

Four Canadians Decorated

Extract From Report of Sir Max Ait-
ken Signifies “All's Well”
Hugh .8 has re-
communique in

Maj.-Gen. ©ir Sam
celved the following

part from the Canadian general ror=no.
sentative in FFrance: “On the morning
~f Dec. 19 the British trenches in the
neighborhocd of Ypres were heavily

bombarded and subsequently gassed.
No infantry attack was delivered by
the enemy. Owing to the direction of
the wind the gas fumes were soon
perceptible over the area of our secc

division. the enemy artillery b
came ex ¢ ly active on our froui
Our artilic:y retaliated until the ene-
my fire slack 1. In connection witlh
the succossici niglhit operation of our
Seventh bettalion en Nov., 16-17 the
following additicnal awards have been
made: Disiinrnished Conduet Medals,
No. 16395, Corn. P. i. Babcock; No.
16679, Corp. H. Odlum; No. 29723,
Corp. K. Weir; No. 77345, Lance-Lorp,
J. E. Berry. The hezlth ¢f our troops

| continues very good. The number ol
news cases of trench feet has de-
creased.”

— -—

She!! Orders Enormous

It wag pointed out at New York that
the export of arms and munitions for
the allies is just beginning to ailtaln
gsomething of the proportions that may
be expected for the next year.
steady growth of the output of the
munition factories is expected fromn
now on. While the shipment of arins
and ammunition are sald to average
$2,600,000 a day, there will be a tre-
mendous increase by the middle of

March.

Queen Remembers Canadians

Queen Mary has sent a box of candy
| to each soldier in the Canadian Hos-
pital at Shorncliffe. Princess Louise
also sent cigarettes to each inmate
of the Canadian Hospital at Cliveden
with an autograph inscription on each.
Ninety thousand stationery wallets
were sent to the Canadians in F “ance,
the usual character of this gift hav-
ing been especially appreciated.

Kaiser's Iliness Exaggerated

|
t Alarming rumors, probably of an
'm;larl.tad nature, are being circu-

A committee of which Paul Pain- lated in Switzerland concerning Em-

leve, Minister of Public Instruetion,
is the chairman, has
for the object of presen the city

of Paris with a monument in the form

of a bas-relief in memory of Miss
Edith Cavell

“Foxy” in Generous Mood

The King of Bulgaria has inatructed
his military attaches in Berlin to

fifty golden nails into the

ptatue erected in honor of Fleld

F?mufi:imr Each nall
e =

‘e devotad to charities -
.

peror William’s illness. The rumors
state that the Emperor’s condition is
causing profound anxlety in Berlin.

The Turk announcements that two
British monitors had been sunk is un-
true.

" caxon F. Shenstene, sec-treasurer of
the Dominion Radiator Co., Toronto,
died suddenly Christmas Day.

French® Socizlists will not mix with
Germans atter the war,

Ford of “peace” fame has
wailed for New Vork f=dm Sweden

|

Names arranged in order of merit

No. 14 NORMANBY

IV-J. McV E. Lewis.
gr : E Fltin,ﬂt Stewart,
l'... —a w A.a
Seim, :
II—F. Mcllvride, C, Smith, M,
o |
Sr, 1-J, wart, s Vain,
IK.ﬂrHcH ﬂﬂ‘tﬂ art, M. McVain .lr.; ,,h““ﬂ::l ;:Fﬂﬂ'- 4
T 8r, PrcA | “Yes,” rep . Cumrox. “At
Lewis A. Stewart, J. Lane, W. first t.u e dibd:;tlmm to w.nifh tb:
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r. ¥r—B. Lewis, the high cost of living is making a
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.=, H. McKee, Teacher difference.”—Washington Star.

BARGAINS

For the next Ten Days we will give
our customers 235 per cent. discount on

all Toys and Dolls.

We have an immense stock of Skates,
Hockey Sticks, Shin Pads, Hockey
Gloves, Pucks and Sleighs.

When you are driving make vourself
comfortable by using a good Robe.
We have a large stock of Black and
Grey Robes, and our prices are right.

2>

i

In Horse Blankets, we have quality,
quantity, assortment and patterns.

In Sleigh Bells we have full strings,
and different kinds of open bells.

In Halters we have what suits every

person.
W. BLACK

New Store

A Stock of Choice, Fresh
Groceries, Fruits and Con-
fectionery just opened, next
to Macfarlane’s Drug Store

A Trial Order Solicited Prices Right
Phone 45 Prompt Delivery

BUTTER AND EGGS WANTED

WM. BUCHAN
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High grade Pianos of several makes.
Columbia Grafonolas and Records.
Musical [nstruments and Supplies.

Sanitary Closets
SPECIAL NOTICE
Good Second Hand Coal Heater at a Bargain.

H. J. Snell

Durham




