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| '! . i through the air toward them; came 8 :5_ 25C T

| Wetherell Balted ancertalnly, held ! griagh of water ot 100 yards away, a e Cards and *

| pack by ber charge. Then ber help- | gplash followed bF a CI¥ ot alarm. 'i :

| pesspess gave him courage and he | .ppeyre firing on US. 1 %

| moved closex: | Wetherell, heedless of tbe pointin B d Calendars
wywant?" he repeated, then with a | pevolver in the nands ot the ;r

| ghort, barking jaugh, “1 want the ! racing the puzzied

Sprang forward,
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papers and 1 want you.”

He leaped gorward, clasping het
about the waist with his great arms,
the right bhand moving toward hel
mouth, closing OVEr the delicate lips
and smothering her cry of wild alarm.

He sprang back with a low toned
oath of surprised incredulity even A&t
per brittle laugh echoed through the
a step at a time, inch

chest
“The papers are quite safe where

they are,” she murmured sweetly. the |
eyes belying the tomes |

glint in her
»Come, captain; let's see how the men
you have pbullied like the gight of yor
now."

Wetherell opened his lips
pbat there was an expression of
termination on
tense lines of her figure, in the tremor
less feel of the gud against him that
made him do her bidding. Only wher
he felt the cabin threshoid beneath his
feet and knew another step would
bring him in sight of the crew did be
balt

It was

to curse
icy de

a scant fifteen geconds the

| man and girl stood there, their eyes

challenging. But the eyes of Luocille
were steady, determined; those ol
the captain were truculent, defiant
Wetherell flinched and dropped hif
murderous expression. Then he march:
ed across the threshold and upon the
deck before his men, while Lucille fell
the joy of such a triumph as she had
pever known before.

As the sailors ooked up and saw
Captain Wetherell sullenly marching
under the impetus of the revolver ir
Luocille’s band they straightened and
gtared, open mouthed, unable 10 be-
lieve the evidence of their own eyes
Gradually it dawned uopon them thai
the tyrant, the prutalizer, the map they
all hated and feared, had DbeeDd sub
jugated, cowed DY this slip of a girl
Whispers grew louder, louder, and she
caught” the approval in the eyes thal
constantly drew closer to her own an-
til she was surrounded by a cordon ot
gallors.

Only through winning the crew to
her side could she maintain ber posi-
tion. Backing away, put etill holding
the revolver level upon the captain, she

| east an appealing glapce about upon
' the men.

' Just a weak girl, and I peed your

“Friends,” she whispered, then, sur-
prised at fOnding how low her voice
was, swallowed the lump in ber throat
and continued bravely: “Friends, | am
nelp.

' 1 have two epemies upon this ship.

--'_'1?.|1:'|:|=-'.'[ Al 1'|h|.:--l'j]|:[‘!:uiu_

them from my father.

One of them 1 was more afraid of than
anything or anybody in the world until
a short half hour ago. He will do any-
thing to steal from me SOIDE papers L
nave rescued from him after he stole

My sweetbeart,

' the man to whom | am engaged, was

che School In past Feirs |
The trastees are |

| straightened bDruvell.

men died dowi before a still

accused of the thefl g =rro=ied) A pd
1 h-u-'l.'ﬂ' t[’uullt = [].-.fl' L h.rlq-b. ‘i**-mfﬂ
Her volce Droke n crithe,  but  sDe

renrs still glintel-
Ilng on ber jasbes. “lw so tired —80
tired of fAghting.”

The murmur of sympathy from the

more

| menacing slleove, o sllence tbat broke
. before a shout from ovue op the out-

' this to a weak girk

| us of shouts that

skirtas of the crowd All eyes were
turped in the dlrection of his polentng

' finger, and from oul two great smoke
- splrals that seeed (o come from the
| other side of the oredn

rose slowly,
majestically, the thin outlines of &
buge boat. The girl, scenting disaste
from tbat sigbt, read It on the
ing face of her victim- |
«Buot I am more afrald of your cap-
tain, men,” sbe cried. ber voice
ingly vibrant. “He came to me In my
cabin and demanded the papers. He
threatened me, seized me in his arms
and tried to make love fo me. He did
men. He
treat me as be has treated you. 1 ask
you all to protect we and yourselves
from this man's brutality. You see
what a coward he s Youa see how be
does not dare”—
Her voice was drowned ID the chor
rose at the welcome
anpouncement. Wwetherell’s sboulders
gloped still more, while nis eyes darted
from face to face, trinmphant, cobe

-l

' same bit of land, &8
 If he is your enemy,

the girl's face, in the '

A faint booming sound

frightened men

wMpting!” his great volce rose i
derision. *“‘Muotiny now when you heal
a girl lying 10 you! Mutiny 0ow when

we have a cargo of arms and ammunk
tion in the hold for the Chinese rebelf
and a government warship is pursulng
ps! Mutiny now and put the man and
woman in command who hired me t
carry this cargo!”

“It's a lie!” Lucllle’s voice was shrill
now.

“Lie, is it? Very well Where did }
pick you and Loubegue up? Un the
the men EKDOW.
how did you twd
happen to be at the place where l
picked up the cargo? Tell them whai
the Chinese government does to & sail
or on a boat carrying arms and AmMMmo
nition which cannot be accounted for.
My brave men, let this girl get you out
of the noose you Aare ropning yout
heads into, but don’'t bother me Aanj}
more”—

Again the fatal pooming sound from
the warship whose outlines werd
growing more and more distinct each
moment; again that splash, followed
quickly by a ripping hiss of air as 3

great cannoD pall sped across theltj

bows. The proximity of their dangel
threw the men into 2 panic. Al
thoughts of injustice, of chtvalry dis
appeared instantly before the omni
presence of the menace that threaten
ed their Hves. ‘Tney rushed apon
Wetherell in 8 body, pleading, fairly
on their knees, for him to take comx
mand and avert the disaster that was
upon them.

Of them all he alone knew the posi-
tion of the yacht, the fine points of
pavigation, the crooks and torns of the
ocean in this vicinity.

Wetherell straightened as anothet
cannon ball huried across the path of
the yacht HIis voice rose stentorian
as he whirled, pointing & finger toward
the girl '

wTgake that passengers revolver from
her. Bring the Chinese passenger o
deck. They must not be found aboard
it we are captured. Lower & lifeboat
from the davits and set them adrift
with provisions for three days and a
cask of water.”

Lacille felt arms about her, the pis
tol whirling from ber grasp and rico-
chetting toward Captain Wetherell,
who, with a malicious smile, picked it
up and thrust it in his pockeLl

She did not protest—there gseemed nc
pse for protest, for anything. In &
haze she found herself in the tiny boat
that was being lowered. As through
a thicker haze she glimpsed the face
of Hugo Loubeque, facing her. The
ereaking of the davits ceased, and the
tiny craft bobbed about on
of the waters. She did oot move.

geemed a dream, 8 nightmare. Hugo
Loubeque silently, grimly, seized an
par, motioning her toward the gecond.

“We must get out of the firilng zone,”
he said quietly, reassuringly, almost
gently. Singularly enough, as she Tug-
ged at the great oar she almost felt
kindly toward the sp¥-

CHAPTER Xl
|n an Open Boat.

HE great copper pall of sun

squatted comfortably upon the ‘.
into 1

horizon's rim, flattening

itself and gurveying with tol-
erant contempt the tiny bobbing craft
in which were Hugo Loubeque and
Lucille The tiny yacht was showing
its heels in grand shape to the battle-
ship, and the guns from the great boat
were roaring in real earnest now, a3
it was evident that the filibuster had
po intention of obeying the signal to
haul in.

The pair who had fought one another
go cordially stared at the scene nntil
both boats meited into the sun, below
the sun, then dropped beyond the hori-
ZOM.

Hugo Loubegue Was watching Luo-
cille mparrowly. Their predicament
gpemed pot to WOITY him. The fact
that the captain of the filibusters had
cousizned nimself and his epemy to
eie-h u fate was of little account. Life
te him had been a guccession of dan-
aprs equally appalling, and he was still
alive

~The papers, Miss Lucille,” Loubeque
anid guietly. “will you kindly give me
the papers to take care of 7

The papers! Then the 8py did not
know that Captain Wetherell had pos-
sessed himself of the precious bag be-

turehaﬂngherplacedlnthaum
boat. Instinctively ber hands flew to
her bosom, the harsh feel of the ruby
pecklace which she had taken from

S

She Was Lowered Into the Boat.

tne pnderground cavern with her meet-

Rubies of untold, of
<she had. and the
thought of power. of money—should
ghe ever come 53 fely out of this—gave
her a sweeplDg sensation of elation.
«Captaln Wetherell took the papers,”
ghe answered quietly. studying the
gpy's face to see what effect the aD-

ing her cluteb.
fabulous value

| thought:

| that

ponncement made. Again came un-

willing admiration tor the man’s im-

perturbability.

“Indeed.” be murmured. Thed after
jong period spent {n profound

«Well, perhaps it 1s better 8O.

Perhaps it is better.”

For a full bour be did not speak—
an hour wherein the stars sprayed
themselves over the neavens. Then be
gpoke again as though to himself:

wYes. child, perhaps it is better 80.
1t is so much simpler to fight agalnst
Wetherell than against you.”

There was a note of pathos, of long-
ing, in his tones that made her 1ips
tremble in sympathy for the man who
had so splendidly misjudged the life
had been given him, had so mis-
used the marvelous brain. Agaln came
that feminine instinct to proselyte, and
again did a glance at his determined
face make her desist. She would fight
and fight and die fighting to prevent
him accomplishing his aim, but, to
gave her, she could feel no hatred
against this one who would wreck
those she held most dear.

«Yon still have hope,” she murmur-
ed, anxious to hear him answer in the
affirmative.

“Hope!” be laughed aloud. “Chlld,
{t is written in the stars that 1 shall
pot fail, cannot fail. You have read
my dlary. You know what 1 have
done to accomplish my ends. I have
overthrown nations, have thousands at
my feet. And all for what? That
when 1 struck at the man 1 hated
there should be no chance for fallure.
Apnd now the last chance has been
overthrown. I faltered, Lucille. 1 fal-
tered when 1 should have put you out
of my path forever; when 1 should
have made an end to your interfer-
ence. Destiny bhas intervened, Lucllle.
1 know it, feel it—in my heart.”

She watched him, tascinated, as be
coolly rose and examined the provis-
lons apportioned them, countlng each
biscuit, testing the water keg.

“By stinting there is enough for
{hree days,” he said quietly. *I think
it would be better to wait till morn-
ing.” He drew his coat off and passe-
ed it to her, frowning down her remon-
gtrances at the deprivation. The
warmth of it made her reallze for the
first time that she had bheen chilled

the mmm[

L
|
| .
. stared about her perplexedly, tried to

II identify the gentle, andulating motion
soft sweeping sound

\

1 copsume those hardy intruders.
1

|
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through by the eold night air and
ghe flashed him a

|
i Then she siept

Qhe woke To A apn=ntion of puin 10
her head. ns rhoush soiie riant welrht
rested there nyeoaeing GoWn A thongh
to crich e Yurehend Fuor o pposlle L 14

<he did not realize where she was

'I of the boat, the

| of the waters.

| melancholy ones ©of Hugo Loubeque.
The sun Wwas beating

them ferociously,

head ached,

spoken, she
ber_voice thick, her llpﬁ}ar-::ped.

*There is No water,” he said .
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seed exhibit. | politics and literature In the old
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During the
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provided ang -]ELEOIEEﬂrntgmmtﬁnum, the u?ék of
LEEL A | health talk—these and of
other features make Th
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has once found its way in
hume* A

If you do not know The Com-
panion, !Et us send you one or two
current issues with the forecast for
1915, Every new C subserib-
er for 1915 who sends $2.25 for the
52 weekly issues of
ceive free all the issues of
11193.11;&1' for the remaining weeks of

also The Companion Home

have been
rize list has
bv about $300.
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