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STAIRS

Being a True Account of Certain
Strange and Woaderful Adven-
tures of Master John Hampdon,
Seaman, and Mistress Lucy

the Great South Seas.

By
YRUS TOANSEND BRADY

SYNOPSIS

The body of Sir Geoffrey
ruined gambler and suicide, Is tound by
Hampdon, a sallor Hampdon Quarreis
with the Duke of Arcester.

Hampdon breaks the news tn Lucy Wil-
berforce and delivers a letter found on her
father's body.

it éontains half of a map of a treasure
island. Luecy already has the other half
There are directions for fnding the treas-
ure,

Hampdon punishes the duke for insult-
ing Lucy. Hampdon and Luey start in a
ship for the Island of the Stairs.

Hampdon steals a kiss, and Lucy has
him - Imprisoped in a cabin. Desperate
meén In the crew mutiny.

Fimbail and Glitby demand the map of
the island of Hampdon, who pretends to
join the mutiny. Hampdon demands pos-
session of Lucey.

He treats her with respect and ofTers to
gave her from the mutineers. The pair
plot Lo escape to the lsland of the Stairs.

The mutineers becnme
Hampden and Lucy
island,

intoxicated, and
leave the ship for the
which is nearby.

a coral reef to the
rude =tatues and
antic staircaze of stone.

They are 1..‘:rri- d over
Island, where thev find
mount a gig

The mutineers pursue them, but ares
stopped by the reef, and Hampdon and
Lucy make a search for the hidden treas-
ure.

They pass a etrange altar surrounded
by masses of human bones and skulls and
find the cave mentioned on the map

They discover a vast quantity of gold.
silver and precious stones. War cannes
of savage= approach the island Hampdon

| and Lucy flee to the tregsure cave

They are
by FPimbail
don to kiss

attacker by
and (zlibbhwv
Ner goodby

the =avages, led
Lucy asks Hamp-

They are saved by an
routs 1"*.-:

r'|-: LR Tt B | -__‘-

earthquake, which
savages and mutineers, but
nouth of the cave

|"'|.

ey escape from the cave amd the is-
land, are picked up by a ship. and Hamp-
don wins the love of L.uecy
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CHAPTER XIV.

in Which We Find the Treasure and
Are Attacked,

E did not
into the

need to go further
cave, for there be
fore us lay a number of
iirge wooden boxes or chests,
moldy and ancient The boxes had
the iron

I stepped over to one of them,
lifted the lid, which crumbled at my
tonch, and there was the treasure--in-
ots of gold and silver!
pounds lay to our bhands! The old bue-
caneer had told the truth. The story
of the parchment was not a romance:
the plunder of the ancient galleon was
there. For my part 1| would gladl:
have exchanged it all for a stout boat
and a clear passage through the reef,
with a chance for freedom.

“Well, your great-zreat-great-grand-
fatber, for hew many generations back
| know not, was right,” | said at last.
“The treasure is here and we have
found it. [t is yours.”

“Yes," she said, to whom the same
thought had come, “but now that we
have found It of what value or use
is it?

“Xone,” | admitted, “that 1 can see.™

*And what may be its value, think
yous"

“2* wonld make good ballast for a
ship,” 1 answered lightly

“*Buat if we could take it
England!™

“Millions 1 can only gness.”

"1 will give you one-half of it for
your share,” she said, laughing softly.

*l want none of it,” 1 returned seri-
ously enough.

What possessed ber to do it | know
not, and she since confessed she knows
not either We stood there, looking
down npon the useless treasore, when
she turned to me ovn a sudden.

“Now that you have seen it are yon
still of the same mind.” she said mis-

hence to

chievously, “that you would give up
your portion of the treasure—for me?”

“Great God!™ 1 cried, moved beyond
measure by her imprirdent remark and
thrown off my balance by her—dare |
say—coquetry. "1 would give ‘ap the
world itself for you. Dont you know
it

And I made a step toward her. but

. she put up her band

“Hush, hush, Master Hampdon!™ she

cried, affrighted at the consequences of-

ber pleasantry. and | could swear she
turn®dd ecrimson in the candlelight.
*'™is not time or place now. Remem-
ber that | am alone and that | am at
your mercy.”

“l1 shall never forget that again™ 1
eald grimly. “This treasure removes
¥ou further away from ‘me than ever.”
» “What mean you?"

“When you get back to England lnd'.
Your place once more among your

In that society to which your
entitlea von and whirh this

;

EE

Wilberfores, |

Thousands of _

Thousands. of Pounds Lay
Hands.

wealth will epable vou to sustain”—

“And who is to take me back to Eng-
land ¥

tl.'l L

“How ™

“] know not, but ! <hall do it

“And with the treasure?

“With the treasure, too: at least a
sutficiency of it for all your needs.”

“And when vou have done this amaz-
vou eXpsaxcl fo disap
pear fromw my life, Master Hampdoo 7

“Aye, I Dewd De™

She laughed snd | did not unnder-
g h either,
[Dere Do

ingz thine for e

stand the meaninz of that
"leel us =eareh aud scee 1

auything else Y our

of jewels,” he =suaul

dicestor spoke

<aid. "there shonid be a
Lot us ook lurther ™

lree
=UHe Werg

“Tes."" she
smaller casket

There were
boxes | openwd them al
quite empty, a little piledol dust
in them aud a tew shireds of colol here
and there which indiceated silk had
been packed 1n thetn There were 1lsg
broken around  which still
clung a laint odor gf There
were piles of rotted debris further on,
and as | stirred one ol themn with my
sword | struck somethinge wore solid.

pernaps a aozen

Wil

e

=pctes

| brushed aside what seemed to be the
decayved remains of cordaze and canvas
and bnally came npon a smaller ecnsket
bound, hingzed, and cornered with some
Rind of metal which 1 afterward found
to be silver. for iron would have rust
ed away long =sipce. The casket was
about a foot long by six inches wide
amd six inches deep. The metal which
completely covered it Ccurion=ly
chased I'he casket was locked |
crumbled the wood in my hands, but
couldk not open the lock. 'The edze ot
my ax, however, proved a potent Key,
and at Iast forced it apart, and as 1
did so out fell a little heap of what I
judged to be precions stones.  1There
were zgreen. red. blune and white ones,
among them many pearls sadly discol-
ored and wvalueless The stones glis-
tened with an almost living epergy,
My mistress was more familiar with
these things than I, and I presented a
handful to her,

“Why, they are precious stones!' she
¢ried in an awe struck whisper.
“Look!” She held ap a diamond as
big as ber thumb nail. It sparkled like
a sun in the candlelicht. *And there
is an emerald,” she cried. picking uap
one of the Zreen stenes, “This blue
one is a sapphire; this a rmby  Why
she exclaimed, “here is a fortune alone,
These jewels must be of fabulous vial-
ne. ‘I'he zold and silver we might
leave behind, but these we can carry
with us."”

In vy heart |
found them, vet |
mediately to say:

wils

was sorry we had
had the grace im-

1 am glad for that We must
gather them up. bout where shall we

put them?¥”
“In the pockets of your coat for the

present,” she answered.
Now there were oot so many of
them - perhaps three or four handfuls—

not nearly enongh to till the casket. 1
fizured that it had been a jewel box
with little travs or drawers and that
the stones bad been wrapped separate-
I¥, but had all fallen together when
the partitions rotted away. |1 easily
found room for them in the eapacious
gide pockets of my coat, and then we
tnrned back to the outer room. Pass.
ing by the hideous altar, we gained the
light It was now late in the after-
noon, we found to our surprise. ’

We had spent hours over the treas-
ure and we had just time to retrace
our steps and get back to the boat on
the beach and partake of our evening
meal when nizht fell As we sat by
the fire that nizht 1 made little bags
out of a plece of canvas taken from
A bread baz and we put the jewels into
them. dividing them into equal parts.
One bag she wore coustantly thereaf-
ter on her person and | the other. She
insisted that the rough and ready divi-
sion we had made was permanent:
that the bag I carried belonged to me
and the bag she carried belonged to
her But | refused to have it so in
spite of her argument, and there we
left it :

During the next two or three days ' our firearms. once they
we leisurely explored the island, .['I:wre ' charged.

wWas nothing else on It tu see wmcl:l
merlts any partieular description. We
diﬂ not again visit the central hill. nor

dld We enter any other cave. We did :

not even go near the freasure cave
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| 13: buat. afrer all,

Ccomforthile,

ciently

aﬂ‘ 'I'-mm rlﬂ- I'Fﬂ‘ﬂlﬂ ﬁim‘-l:ﬁ  which mm:l!

‘& mockers of the hi-lr;tu Zroves with- |

1D the wi Hs The 1=land was well pro-
vided with t:l:umr-m rruits, wmany being
good for Food = | Knew  We caughe
fish in rhe mzoen and turtle vn the
sand We jaeked nothing to make us
L Tl
meAns ol esceaju

We =pent our davs in trring to de- |
vise some menns of gelfinge across the | i
bomie dmiin- that s, i ¢

reefl "naud toek

when-1 was not ully I¥ine at the feel -

or following the footsteps of the xi*u-[
wiHnt to geg |
Wits colcerned l:
L didn’t etre whetlier we gvel

man | loved |
away. so far as |

didn’t

ot away.

I bhad wit enonsh not to mt her nee,-
not (¢ let her =p=spect that for a mo- |
atud | tried to ‘:-pm'im"ﬂ:
her by my comduect toward her that my
Kissing her on the siiup bad been bUS |

mMent. however,

Momentary madne=s, but | learned lat-

gow that a2 bahy eowmld see that 1 was
d_‘-‘jil: for her, and 1 sappose 1t 1S troe,
but at least | dudn t <ay anything
er that onthreak in the eave 1 kept si-
lence
Liate one alternoon we stood at the
bead of the =tars looking seaw:ird.
We nhad Frein o lonz  ramble
throuzhout the eap of the island, and
as we <toiw] on the 'qu iy &nre a8
usual instincnvely furned towsrd the
gea. perhaps seckinge tor the sail of
S0mMe resciing <hip Fhe water was
Black wilh rre:nl sAvare war canoes.
“zreat (zonl” | eried: "look vonder! -
“*1 see, | =ea’™ =he ered in ture
“SWho ean they he?
“*1wellers from the

apline

other islands ts
I answeresd
They eonld not <ee us vet, fortunibe.

Tr.]l:" H'"I""';I.'.'\-""." an

My IHttle lady did not seem to be near-
ly as disturbed uas 1.
at last, looking at me confidently,
“Not for a moment.” 1 answered.
*They will ride that reet in [Jhmu light
canoves more easily than we did”
“And you think’
gan,

“Our lives are in God's hands. [If |

Bnow anything these will be ferocions,
I'hey are |

bloodthirsty
armed."”

| pointed to one tall brown
who stood LI i the bow of the nearest

savages., bdeoe.

canoe, Hourishing a broad bladed spear. |

she said.
They will search the

“We must hide.”

“But where?
island.”

*1n the treasure eave,” <he answered,

And indeed that was the most likely
spot. We had brought but little with
us that afternoon.
of pistols in my belt. aud she herself,
by my advice, alwavs carried her two
small ones,
ax, but everyvthing else was in the boat
on the beach. Yor a moment 1 thoueht
of running down there and vetting
some of our things, but as | half tnrn
ed to descend the stairs she detained
me, divining my purpose

“No. no™ she uroed,
arm with both hands: “We must make
shift with what we bave. Perhaps
they may not discover us, and we ecan
hide safely until they depart. Come!
Let us go.”

There was sense in her remarks. It
might be that after performing their
awful worship these most unwelcome
visitors would return as they came,
and by keeping closely hid we micht
escape an encounter with them. They
would certainly find all our goods as
soon as they erossed the reef and land-
ed. Buat there was no help for that
now. YWe had to make the best of a
bad situation.

We turned and ran
across the wall. [ had forethought to
gather a number of cocoanuts and
some other fruits as we passed., |
filled my
made a bag out of the skirt of her
dress and carried the rest. [PPresently
I reflected that we had no need for
such haste. There would be plenty of
time for us to reach the cave and
conceal ourselves lonz before they
landed. so we progressed more slowly.
It was almost dusk when we reacbed
our shelter. | uprooted a small tree
just as we started to climb the pile
of stones, which | used as a lever to
push down the heap i every direction
a3 we climbed, so that it would be
impossible for any one else to enter
the cave without piling up the stones
again. We passed by the stone altar
and its skeletons, crept into the inner
room, flung onrselves panting upon the
sand, and there we waited.

In that secret and secluded shelter
1 thouzht that we were safe for the
time being. Especially was | sure
that they wonld make no effort to find
ps at night. as the place had ab-
been some sort of a shrine.
And in the morning | did not think
that they wounld chance wupon that
particular cave out of the many in
the coral walls without a long search,
unless they had proposed coming just
there for other rensnns than we gave
thern. Even if thev did stumble upon
our hiding place early in the bunt
which 1 felt sure would be made for
gs as soon as they discovered evidences
of our presence on the island in the
shape of the dinghy, or atleast at day-
break. it wounld take them some time
to rebnild the rock wall again; and
when they did enter the ounter room
ther would find it a matter of extreme
difficulty to get into the inner chamber
so long as | was there. Unfortunately
we had bronzlhit no powder or ball with
ns. We had no means of reloading
had been dis-
I resolved to reserve the four
pistols we had for the last emergency.
For other weapons | had my ax and
sword, to say nothing of stones and
even of the human skulls about the al-
tar.

I have said. 1 think. that the inner

Continued on page 1.
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Dr. Pieree’s Famme Prescrl

ption

happy. except the

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription is the resul
of ailments and is just the right tonic for women. I
remacy 1u its particular field for more than forty ye
ance of the benefit to be derived from its use,

Neither narcotics nor aleohol will be £
ound in this veg
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sent you by mail on receipt of 50 one-cent stamps,
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weakened by nausea,

you will f nd that most cf the suffer-
ing will not make its appearance,

Address Dr. Plerce's Invallds Hotel, B
uflfale, N. Y.
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Who'sYour Druggist?

When you are sick you must have full
confidence mm the Store which Supplies
your medicines. ASK WHOM YOU

WILL, Our reputation for earefn

accuracy and quality has- been cained by

Serving the best Interests of those who
Lrust us,
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Darimg s Baking Powder

FREE SAMPLE ON RE Hl'IHE‘

'J:} it—You will appreciate the difierence
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A deasonable Suegestion, .
: ; We Manufacture and Ref
Cxlliaranteed H o Wiiter -
Bottle, your 1 oL
. . - 1y
Manufacture for Your poedcl
Horse, Darling’s Absorbine J. AL D. Cold Tahbl .
Darling’s Ruby il Syrop—White Pine E
Darling’s Condition Pow de tol and Honey 25
Chesnev’s Heave Powder Beef Tvon anag W\ e =71
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vrug Store, Durham

We have just received a New Line of Men’s
Suits in the latest shades of Blue, Brown
or Grey : best workmanship. of semi-ready
tailoring, every garment guaranteed per-
fect fit and prices very reasonable. You
an save from $3 to $8 on each suit by
buying here You are welcome to examine
before buving and satisty vourself,

-

Men's Rain Coats of best English water-
proof cloth, gnaranteed for I::.’ months
waterproof. latest shades and. best make
prices very reasonable.

Men’s Christie Stiff Hats, some King
makes in the lot, They were regular up
) $2.50. To eclear at 49¢c.

Men’s Brown Felt Hats in latest style.
regular 51.75. Special price 98ec.

Ladies’ Raiucoats newly arrived, of best
English waterproof cloth. Raglan stvie
and some plain shades, Black, Blue, Grey
and Fawn. Prices ranging ir om $4.00 up.

A clearing line of ladies’ black Skirts, in
medium weight, some ‘with embroidered
fronts. The regular prices were up to
33.00. To clear at 9Se.

Ladies” working Shoes of good pebble
leather and nicely made. Regular prices
ail over $2.00. Special $1.35.

LEVINE AND COMPANY
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