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ana bufied her face’is ner hands. Onece
mere she praved God to forgive her
for her poor sinful life. So they whirl-
ed through the night behind the clat-
tering horses, the husband and wife
saying nothing, Lut with hatred and
fear raging in their hearts, until a
brazier fire shone down upon them
from the angle of a keep and the shad-
ow of the huge pile loomed vaguely up
in front of them jn the darkness. It
was the castle of Portillac.

CHAPTER XV.
ND thus it was that Amory de
Catinat and Amos Green saw
from their dungeon window
the midnizht carriage which

iﬂquharged its prisoner before their

eyes; hence, too, came that ominous
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in the early morning. And thus it also

 happened that they found themselves

looking down at Francoise de Montes-
pan as she was led to her death, and
that they heard that last piteous cry
for aid at the instant when the heavy
hand of the ruflian with the ax fell
upon her shoulder and she was forced
down upon her knees beside the block.
She shrank screaming from the dread-
ful red stained, zreasy billet of wood,

. but the butcher heaved up his weapon

and the seigneur had taken a step for-
ward with hand outstretched to seize
the lonz auburn hair ant to drag the
dainty head down with it when sud-
denly he was struck motionless with
astonishment and stood with his foot
advanced and his hand still out, his
mouth half open and his eyes fixed inp
front of him.

And, indeed, what he had seen was
enough to fili any man with amaze-
Ont of the small square win-
dow which faecedd him a man had sud-
denly shot headforemost, pitching on
to his outstretched hands and then
bounding to his feet. Within a foot of

| his heels eame the head of a second

W. J. WALPOLE

4 Lower Town. - Durham, Ont.

.I'I,..F'-..'-'q-‘"u._'_-'-'-_.":" m— N TR AT LT T T
L}

. D. CONNOR __

Manufacturer of
And Daalar in ——

[ P

Pumps of all Kinds.

Galvanized and Iron Pip
inc: Drass. Brass Lines
and Iron Oviinders.

one, who fell more heavily than the
first, and wyet recovered himself as
quickly. The one wore the blue coat

‘and silver facings of the king's guard;
| the second had the dark coat and clean
| shaven face of a man of peace, but

each earried a short rusty iron bar in
his hand. Not a word did either of
them say, but the soldier took ftwo

' quick steps forward and struck at the

headsman swhile he was still poising -
himself for a blow at the victim. There
was a thud, with a erackle like a break-
ing egg, and the bar flew into pieces.
The headsman gave a dreadful cry,

dropped his ax, clapped his two hands

' to his head and, running zigzag 4cross

Pumps trom $2 upward,
SHQOP opeu

viternoon,

CRE T

1

All REPAIRING promptly and pro.
aris syped il 2o
P 5 14! ] g 1300
:53:4--...._--"“JI EJ Lahi"ﬂb '
50 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

k.

W

=2 TRADE Ma
DEsIGNS

COoPYRIGHTS &c

prrres =g e g aketeh ana descnplion Ju.
weartain pur opinion free whetier o
1= probahly patentable COmiITilDu-"5
ey 27 Pt e oo dentind. Handbook on Patenr:
wai crewr Oldest acency {or seCuring patenta

Puirnts tasken throuch Munn % Co vecels.
wpecial notice. withount charge ip the

Scienfific American.

A nanasomely illustrated weekly Largest
salation of any scigntide ]im:lrnnL Terma
year , tour months, $1  Sold byall newsdealsrr

WONN & Co,26; oo New Yoo

& F . Washingtoo

HAVE YOU?

Any old Worn silver? It
so, I am prepared to re-
plateit. Bringitin now
while I have the time.
All work guaranteed.

Nk
ey ele Ty

Ta ™R

Prices Moderate,

and Strictly Cash.

Geo. Yiirs

STAFF ASND EQUIPMENT.

| ant

the scaffold, fell over, a dead man,
into the courtyard beneath,

Quick as a flash De Catinat had
eaught up the ax and faced De Mon-
tespan. y

“Now!” said he.

The seieneur had for the instant been
too astounded to speak., Now he under-
stood at least that these strangers had
come between him and his prey.

“Spize these men!” he shrieked, turn-
inz to his followers,

“Onpe moment!" eried De Catinat,
with a voice and mannper which eom-
manded attention., *“You sece by my
coat what I am. I am the body serv-
of the kinr. Who touches 1:e
touches him.”

“(Omn, you cowards!” roared D¢ Mon-

te=pan.,

Imut the men at arms hesitated, for
tha fear of the King was as a greant
shadow which hung over all France.

i De Catinat saw their indecision,

who will not die a death of torture.

“This woman.,” he cried, *is the kine'-
own favorite, and if any bharm com: to

a lock of her hair I tell you that thoer |

is not a living soul within this portalice

Lot ]

“Who are these men. Marceau?" erieidd

ithe seirneur fariously.

“They are prisoners, your excellen-
ey."”

“Who ordered you to detain them?"

“You did. The escort brouzht vyour
signet ring.”

“I never saw the men. There is devil-
try in this. Bnt they shall not beard

]me in my own castle, nor stand be-
i fween me and my own wife. XNo. par
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! They shall not and live! Yow

| wien, Marcean, Etienne, Gilbert, Jeam,
| tlerre, all you who have eaten my
| bread, on to them, I say!” :
I1e zlanced roucd with furious eyes
but they fell only upon hung heads
and averted faces. With a hideous
. curse he flashed out his sword and
| rushed at bhis wife, who still knelt half
Insensible beside the block. De Cati
. Dat sprang between them to protec
. 42T, but Marceaun, the bearded seus
: schal, had already seized his mast
i ound the waist. With the strens:
- of a maniae, his teeth clincheq and 1
foam churning from the corneps of L
iips, De Montespan writhed roun:l
the man’s grasp, and, shortenine i
gword, he thrust it throuzh the Lrow
. beard and deep into the throat el |-
| 3% Marceau fell back with a ¢hoL - !
ery, the blood bubbling from his wmoutn
- pnd his wound; but before his pr

derer could disengage his weapon De
dozen of the retainers, had dragged
him down on to the scaffold, and Amos
Green had pinioned him so securely
Ethathemmdhutmmhismfm
his lips, with which he lay glaring and
spitting at them. So savage were his
own followers against him—for Mar-
cezu was well. loved among. them—

S
that, with’ax and block so ready, jus-

tice might very swiftly have had her
way had not a long, clear bugle call,
rising and falling in a thousand little
twirls and flourishes, clanged out sud-
denly in the still morning air. De
Catinat pricked up his ears at the
sound of it like a hound at the hunfs-
man's call.
“Did you hear, Amos?”
“It was a trumpet”
“It was the guards® bugle call. Yon,
there, hasten to the gate! Throw up

By my soul. T do not wondsr that the

! tolk know you well in the Rue St

Martin, Well, I-have ecarrieidl a mes-
sage for you once, and you shall do
as much for me now."”

“With all my beart. And whithery

“To Versailles. The king will be on
fire to know how we have farei. Yon
have the best right to tell him. since
without you and your friend yonder j:
would have been but a sorry ta'e”

“I will be there in two hours.™

“Have you horses®” : -

“Ours were slain.” .

“You will find some in the stables
here. Pick the best, since yvou have
lost your own in the king's service.”

The advice was too good to e over-
looked. De Catinat, beckoning to
Amos Green, hurried away with him
to the stables, while De Brissac. with
a few short, sharp orders, disarmed the
retainers, stationed his guardsmen all
- over the castle and arranzed for the
removal of the lady and for the cus-
tody of her husband. An hoifr later the
two friends were riding swiftly down
the country road, inhaling the sweet
air, which seemed the fresher for theip
late experience of the dank, rfoul va-

the portcullis and drop the drawbridge! |
Sthr yourselves, or even now you may |
gsuffer for your master’s sins! It has 1
been a narrow escape, Amos.” J

“You may say so, friend. I saw him |
put out his hand to her hair even as |
you sprang from the window. Another |
Instant and he would bhave had her |
scalped.
fatrest that ever my eyes rested upon— |
and it is not fit that she should kneel !
here upon these boards.” He dragzed |
her husband’s long black cloak from
him and made a pillow for the sense-
less woman with a tenderness and deli-
cacy which came strangely from a man
of his build and bearing.

Ble was still stooping over her when
there eame the clang of the falling
bridge, and an instant later the clatter
of the hoofs of a troop of cavalry, who
swept, with wave of plumes, toss of
manes and jingle of steel, into the
coartyvard. At the head was a
horseman in the full dress of
guards, with a curling feather in his
hat, hizh buff gloves and his swornrd
gleaming in the sunlight. De Catinat's |
face brichtened at the sight of him. .
and he was down in an instant beside
his stirrup.

“De Brissac!” he cried.

“De Catinat! XNow where in the
name of wonder did you come from?="

“T have been a prisoner. Tell me, e
Brissac, did you leave the message in
Paris? And the archibishop came? And
the marriage?”

“Took place as arranged. That is
why this poor woman whom I see yon- |
der has had to leave the palace.”

“I thougat as much.”

“I trust that no harm has come to
her 7"

“My friend and I were just in time
to save her.
Ha is a fiernd, De Brissae.”

“Yery likely. DBut an angel might
have grown bitter had he had the same
treatment.”

“YWe have him pinioned here. IIe has |
glain a man, and I have slain another.”
“On my word., you have been busy.”

“How did vou know that we were
bere?”

“Nay, that is an unexpected pleas- |
ure.”

“youn did not come for us, then?®

“No: we came for the lady. Her
brether was to have taken her in
his earriaze. =Ier husband learned it,
and by 2 lyinz messaze he coaxed
her into his own. which was at an-
pther door. When De Vivonne found
that she did not come and that her
rogins were empty he made inquiries
and socon learned how she had gone.
De Montespan's arms had been seen
on tha panel, and =o the king sent me
here with my troop as fast as we could
gallop.”

But she is a fair woman—the '

=
HE

ithe

‘late L u a strange chance not brought

ns ne=. | know not who it was who
' wayl:.d us for this man seemed to
gnow sthing »f the matter. Hewwr-

S S g S

Her husband lies there. | =

| yvour kingdom that the me e

| the subject womid be enoun '

e —

“Ah. "n! you would have come too J. happy thought seemed to Liave struek

pors of their dungeon.

CHAPTER XVI.
WO days after Mme. de Main-
tenon’s marriage to the king
there was held within the hum-
ble walls of her little room a

- meeting which was destined to cause
r untold misery to many hunireds of
' thousands of peobie, -

The time had come when tl.. church
was to claim her promise 1rom ma-

dame, and her pale cheeks an ! 2ud eyves
: showed how vain it had bee: o her
to try to drown the pleadin ' her

dther iy from the conniry or spend a
A2 death tuzzinge at an oar o work-

Ty a1 |y .
CER - I - g

upon the r
ERE]

fhe eloguent Lishop Bossoe

nere, witly Louvoeis, the pia.sier

ar, and the thin, pale Jesiiii. Father |
d Chaize, encl: niling argua: - upon
Clument to overcome the re.cetance |

vhe kine,  Madame bent over her
rpoestry atd weaved her colored silks

'.?:

i owilence, while tiie King leaned upon

Lis Dhand and listened with the (ace of

| @ man who knows that he iz driven
| and vet ean haraly turn asainst the

-yias.  On the low table lay a paper,
withh pen and fak Deside it It was the
oraer for the revoeation, and it orvly
necded the king's =ignature to mnake it
thie Inw,

“And so, father, you are of opinion

i that if 1 stamp out heresy in th.: {ash-

| ion I shall asgure my own salv.tion in |
' the next world? he asked.
“You will have merited a roocoed”
“And you think so. too, M. i3, hop??

“Assuredly, sire.”

“Besides, sire,” said I'ere la Chaise
softly, “there would be liti e nesd for
stronzer measures. As 1 Love already
remarked to you, you are =o aeooved in
IrINnce
I upon
to tarn

taat you had expressed voonr -

them all to the true faith.”

I wish ithat I could think =5 tfather;
I wish that I conld think =so. Dut what
is this? !

It was his valet who had ha!? openad
the door.

“Captain de Catinat is here, =ire.”

“Ask the ecaptain to enter. ALl A
him. *“We shall see what loe {for me
will do in such a matter, for if it is
anywhere to be found it must b among
my own body servants.”

The guardsman had arrived that ine
stant from his long ride, aud. leaving
Amos Green with the horses, he had
come on at once, all dusty and travel
stained, to carry his messare to the
king. He entered now and stood with
the quiet ease of 2 man who is us
to such scenes. -

“What news, captain?®”

“Aajor de Brissac bade me tell yon,
sire, that he held the eastle of ortil-
lae, that the lady is safe and that her
husband is a prisoner.”

Louis and his wife exchanzed o quick
glance of relief.

“That is well,” said he. "By the
way, captain, you have served me in
many ways of late and always with
snecess. I hear, Louvois. that De la
Salle is dead of the smallpox.”

Shortening the sword, he thrust it deep
into the throat.

ever, all that will be «'~arer aftere
ward. What is to be daoie 208w

“I have my own orders. Madame is
to be sent to Petit Dourz and any
who are concerned in offering her vio-
lence are to he kept until the king's
pleasure is known. The castle, too,
must be held for the kinz. But youm,
De Catinat, you have nothing to dg
now.”

“Nothing save that 1 would like well
to ride into Paris to see that all ia

-

“Ie died yesterday, sire.”

“Then I desire that you make eut
the vacant commission of ™Mo or to
A, de Catinat. ILet me be the {rst to

congratulate you, major, upsu your
promotion.”
De Catinat kissed the hand vhich

the monarch held out to him.

‘“Aay I be worthy of your kinIness,
sirel”

“Yon would do what vou eould to
gerve me, would you not? Then I
chall put your fidelity to the proof.”

“I am ready for any proof.”

#It i3 not a4 very severe on- yoO
gee this paper upon the $ab..- IC I8
p order that all the Hugnue:ois 2 my
Cdominions shall give up the.r ¢1TOrS,
qnder pain of banishment or o oiivity.
xNow I have hopes that there are nany
of my faithful subjects who =2re =t
fault in this matter, but who will ab-
jure it when they learn that it is mvy
clearly expressed <wish that they
should do so.” Do you follow me?”’

“Yes, sire.” The ‘young man had

ed deadly pale, and he shifted his

“You are yourself a Huguenot, I un-

-:-_ AT, . o

_““Ah, that sweet little cousin grm | ﬂeritand. ,.I:_ wuﬂd ﬂglx, hn"rE Lull.

tender heart hy the areqnnenri: of the
bBigots around her. She kuew o Hn-
' guenots of IPrance, Who eor: . Loow
i them better, seeing that she . : her-
self from their stock and L. heen |
brought up in their faith®* 2L Lnew
their patience, their nobility. wr in-
dependence, their  tense’ts what
chance was there that they wia! coa-
farm to the king's wish® A fow creat
aobles might, but the other: would
Augh at the xalleys, the jail, or oven
the mallows, when the faith of their
fathers was at stake. If their ereed |
were no lonzer tolerated. the::. aad if |
they remained true to it, they must

men, a8 4 173t {ruit of this gheat meas-
are. Let ns hear from your own lips
that you. for one, are ready to follow
the lead of your King™

The voung guardsman still hesitated,
though his doubts were rather as to
bow hLe should frame his reply than as

| to what its substahce should be. He |

felt that in an instaut Fortune had

wiped out all the good turns which she E :
that now. far from beingz in her debt, |
he held a heavy score against her. The ! ,
Eing arched his eyebrows and drum- |

a8 he |

had «one him during his past life and

medd hiz fingers imptiently
glanced »t the downeast face and de-
jected bearing.

“Why all this thou:!t% he ecried.

“You ar: a man whorn: [ have raised "

and whon I will raigse. Te who has a
major's evwaulets at thir v may carry a
marshal’s baton at fifty Your past is
mine, anl your future = 2111 be no less
80. What other hopes i ve you?”

“I have none, sire, ou -.le your serv-
ice.”

“Why this silence, t' -n* Whv do
you not give the assurai.ce which 1 de-
mand "

“I cannot do it. sire. 1t Is impossible.
1 should have no more peace in my
mind or respect for myself if 1 knew
that for the sake of position or wealth
I had given up the faith of my fa-
thers."”

“Aan, you are surely mad! There is
all that a man could covet upon one
side, and what is there upon the other?”

“There is my honor.”

“And is it, then, a dishonor to em-
brace my relizion*"

“It would be a dishonor to me to em-
brace it for the sake of Zain without
believing in it.”

“Then believe it.,”

“Alas, sire, a man cannot force him-
self to believe. Eelief is a thingz which
must come to him. not he to it.”

“On my word, father,”” said Louis,
elancing, with a Dbitter smile, at
Jesuit contessor, 1 shall have to pick
the cadets of the household from your
seminary, sinee my officers have turned
casuists and theolosians, Ko, for the
Inst time, you refuse to obey my re-
quest

“Oh. =sire”— Ie Catinat took a step
forward, withapt outstretehed
aud tears in his eves,

3ut the king checked him with a res-
ture. I desire no protestations.” said

pe, T judge 2 man by his acts. Do

| vou aljure or not?

of |

*1 cannot, =ire.”

il siid Louis, turning again

.5
L1 s,

: i to the Jesait, it will not be as easy
was |

3 vou think.”
*1his 1man is obstinate, it is true, but
iy others will be more yvielding™

e king shook his head., 1 would
that I knew what to de.” =aid
“*Madame, [ know that yvou at Jeast
will ever oive me the hest advice, Yon
ave heard all that has been said.
Wit do vou recommend ¥

she Lkent her eyes still fixedd upon
her tapestry, bt her voice was firm
and elear as she answered :

“You have vourself said that yvou are
the eldest =on of the church. If the
e de=t =on «des=ert her, then who will
do her bidding?™

I.ovis took up the pen from the table
amd drew ihe paper toward him,

“1 bhave the same counsel, then, from
<1 of von.” =aid he; “from you, bishop;
room yvou, madame; from yvou, abbe,

from you, Louveis. Well, if ill
me from it. may it not be visited up-

e, But what is thisy”
o ratintt hind taken a step forward
Y iz Lhand outstretched., His ar-

w I3 not sign it, sire,” he cricd.

dent, impetuous nature had suddenly
broken down all the barriers of cau-
tion, and he geemed for the instant to
gee that countless throng of men, wo-
men and children of his ow faith, all
unabkle to say a ward for themselves
and all looking to him as their cham-

=t o= = pmalracTnan,

o not sizn It, sire,” he cried. “"1oa
will live to wish that your hand had
withered ere it grasped that pen. I
know it, sire; I am sure of it. {r.‘ﬂ:1~
sider all these helpless folk—the little
children, the young girls. the old and
‘the feeble. Their creed is themselves.

As well ask the leaves to change the
twigs on which they STOW. They could
got change. At most you could but
hope to turn them from lonest folk
into hypoerites. And WOy should you
do it? They honor you. They love you.
They harm none. They are proud to
ﬁurmre in your armies, 0 fizht for you,
to work for you, to build up the great-
ness of your kingdom. I implore you,
cire. to think again before you sigm
an order whicn will bring misery and
desolation to so many.”

For a moment the king had hesitated
as he listened to the short, abrupt sen-
tences in which the soldier pleaded for

his fellows. hut his face K hardened
* " To be continued.

r'ﬂ £
e
STRATFORD, ONT.

Was established twenty

and b its thorongh work mgmlfr?
able dealings with its patrons has
bam:nid € one of the larzest and most
widely known Commercial Colleges
i the province. The demand upon
¢ us for commercial taachers and offlce

ASSISTANLS greatly exceeds th
ply. We assi § et
py- It graduates to -

Students are entaring each
Catalogue fmﬂ

Elliott & Mclachian

week

4

$

E‘timm-ﬁ,.‘.‘,m

The Peaple’s Grocery

AND PROVISION STORE

For Flours

That always satisfies the
Cook.
Five Rugeg and Reindeer

Manitoba Flours always give satis-
faction.

We carry also other well
known brands of Flour.

f

hands |

he. |

Listowel Lionel Bread Floor

' AND

McGowan's Eclipse

" L] #
i

his 1‘

| We can give
and you will

s, hles, Beggg & dons

| DURHAM, ONT.

voa what vou want
ind our prices right,

AR SPRING SUIT

| Is $15 Your Price
| For A Spring Suit?

i
| Then we should like to burn into
[}'D-Lll‘ brain the fact that for 215.00
| You can get all the style and as per.
| fect a fit as can be put into a suit
Of

course the cloth i not so tine nor the
[t.ril‘ﬂt‘llih;tf-i =q

| that you would pay 225 00 fer
| - ]
laxurious, bu: every
other way the 815.00 suir is identical

witk the highest cost clothing.

J. L. Flarity

Merchant Tailor.

J. A. GLASS

Manager and Cutter.

Frost & Wood

Imp!emems.

A'l Kinds of

FARM MACHINERY

Agent for the Percival Plows,
All kinds of repairs kept on hand.

AGENT FOR

White & Son Ma-

chines,

Geo, Threshing

Toronto Windonlls,

Rudd’s Harness, Spreads and Harness
Repairs. Oil's and Grease’s,

White Sewing Machines.
Sherloch & Manning Organs,

Heintzman Pianos.

JORN . MURDOCK

Middaugh House Block

— —
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GENERAL . .
BLACKSMITH

HORSESHOEING A SPECIALTY

All kinds of iron work
promtly

attended to

See our folding roof and fire escape
ladders, the safest and most
complete in the market.

I have purchased the ** House Cold
Tire Setter” the best sand latest
true setting device on the market,

Give us a Trial and be Convinced.

W. J. Lawrgncg.
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