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Consumption'is less deadly than it used to be.
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the door.
“I am very sorry, M. de Vivonne,”

the air of a man who has come to a
decision.

“There, now,” grumbled De Catiat '

to himself, as he pulled his thick dark
mustache, “he is off to make some

fresh mischief. I'll have his sister here | knot of Switzers, whose sergeant had

presently, as like as not, and a pleasant

little choice between breaking my or- J
ders and making an enemy of her for |

life. By my faith, here is a lady, as I
feared. Ah, beaven be praised, it is a
friend and not a foe. Good morning,
Mlle. Nanon.”™

“Good morning,.Captain de Catinat.”

The newcomer was a tall, graceful
brunette, her fresh face and sparkling
black eyes the brighter in contrast with
her plain dress.

“A note from Mme. de Maintenon
to the king. Youn will hand it to him,
will you not?”

“Certainly, mademoiselle. And how
is madame, your misiress?”’

“Oh, her director has been with her
ail the morning, and his talk is very,
very good, but it is also very, very sad.
We are not very cheerful when M. Go-
det has been to see us. But I forget
monsieur is a Huzunenot and knows
nothing of directors.”

“Oh, but I do not treuble about such
differcnces.”

“Ah, if monsieur could talk to Mme.
de Maintenon a little! She wouid cou-
vert him.”

— —— — — =

1 would rath;r -tﬁlk to Mlle, Nanom,

he slipped in front of her with out-
gtretched arms,

“For God’s sake, consider yourself,
madame!” he entreated. “Other eyes
are upon you."”

“Pah! Canaille!” She glanced at the

drawn them off a few paces and who
stood open eyed, staring at the scene.
“I tell you that I will see the king.”
“You will ruin me if you pass.”
“And none the less I shall do so.”
The matter looked serious. De Cati-
nat was a man of resource, but for
once he was at his wits’ end. Mme, de
Montespan's resolution, as it was call-
ed in her presence, or effrontery, as it
was termed behind her baek, was pro-
verbial. If she attemupted to force her
way, would he venture to use violence
upon one who only yesterday held the
fortunes of the whole court in the hol-
low of her hand and who, with her
beauty, her wit and bher energy, might
very well be in the same position to-
morrow? If she passed him, then his

» future was ruined with the king, who

never brooked the smallest deviation
from his orders.

“If madame would deign to walt"
said he soothingly, “the king will be
on his way to the chapel in an instant.”

“It is not yet time.”

“I think the hour has just gone.”

“And why should I wait like a
lackey

“It iz but 2 moment, madame.”

ted him, But in this one matter he had
been lax. From the first coming of

But he had found out where they
were to be enjoved. From the day
when De Montespan had introduced
the stately and silent widow as a gov-
erness for his children he had found a
never failing and ever increasing pleas-
ure in her society. For a time he had
thought that her piety and her talk of
principle mizht be a mere mask, for
he was accustomed to hypocrisy aH
round him. It was surely unlikely that
a woman who was still beautiful, with
as bright an eye and as graceful a fig-
ure as any in his court, could after a
life spent In the gayest circles pre
serve the spirit of a nun. But on this
point he was soon undeceived, for
when his own language had become
warmer than that of friendship he had
been met by an iciness of manner and
a brevity of speech which had shown
him that there was one woman at least
in his dominions who bhad a bhigher re-
gspeet for herself tham for him. An!
perhaps it was better so. The placid
pleasures of friendship were verl”
soothing after the storms of passion.
To sit in her room every afternoon. 1
listen to talk which was not taintes
with flattery and to hear opinions
which were not framed to please his
ear were the occupations now of his
happlest hours. And then her influ-
ence over him was all so good!

And now he knew that the time had
come when he must choose between
Ler and De Montespan. Their influ-
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The lady was past her Liis

' voutly, it is true, but the magnificcil
| carves

of her queenly fizure, the purity

as well as the most sharp tongued wo-
pan in the court of Irance.
“Al, it is Captain de Catinat!” said

dame’s messa~e,” said he.

“Al, you have recovered your senses!
Go, tell the king that T wish to spealk
with him.”

“Publicly ?”
__“No, no; for his private ear.”
“Shall I give a reason for your re-

over the rich crimson cushion whis"
topped his priedieu of ecarved oak. [I:
knelt in his own inclosure to the ri:hi
of the a‘tar, with his guards and his

g no courtler was so worlIiwe mimast
#8 not to have uad a touch o7 ZTace

sturdy pioneer into one of the largest stove |

manufacturing plants on the northern half
of the American continent. With two
large plants, one in Moncton and one 1n

recognized as the standard of Canadian
excellence.
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and active town, making it llluli:‘
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stodexnts should enter at the bagix-
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mention, but he was actually refused
admission to the lever.”

- “It was my misfortune to have to re-
' fuse him, madame.”

would cast a publie slicht upon my
family? From whom had you this pre-
posterous order?”

“Direct from the king through Bon-
tems.”

“Apsurd! Do you think that the king
would venture to exclude a Mortemart
through the mouth of a valet? Go, te

|

have a word with him.”

«Impossible, madame. I have been
forbidden to carry a message.”

“To carry any message?”

“Any from you, madame.”

the king that I am here and would

“Come, captain, you improve. It only

stick tapping, his broad skirts flap-
ping and his courtiers spreading out be-
hind him. He stopped as he came out
and turned to the captain of the guard.

very stif and erect in the middle of
the passage. A dark flush of anger
shot to his brow and he walked swiftly
past her without a word, but she turned
and kept pace with him down the cor-
ridor. :

| “I had not expected this honor, ma-
dame,” said he, i -

by the provost of bis gyild, a peasant
whose cow had been totn by a hunts-
man’'s dog and a farmer who had had
hard usage fro:iu his feudal lord. A

ward and threw himself down upon
one knee in front of the monarch.

“What is this?" asked Louis. “Whe
are you, and what is- it that you
want?”’

“] am a citizen of Paris, and I have
been cruelly wronged.”
 “You seem & very worthy person. If
you have indeed been wronged youU
shall have redress. What have you to
complain of?* - LA _
: “Twenty of the Blue dragoons of
Languedoc are quartered in my house,.
with ‘Captain Dalbert at their head.
They have devoured my food, stolen.
my property and beaten my servants,
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