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: = | Raymond was hastening to apologize
Form.._ for his temerity when the noise of a
E : x : —— galloping horse cut short his speech
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3 from Rarmmﬂznﬂ to Ann, and something ty v
: “PBrock was ready. "Here's the man  “Suppose the sheriff attacks tonight?” in his g puzzled the girl. When ‘
. who has played with our plans all I will send him back a-whirling. he spoke again, with a growing delib- Scort’s Emulsion strengthens the
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: ment he was dazed, then, raging, furi- CHAPTER XXVL | presence,” he added, with a ‘®emical
3 ous, his mouth streaming with blood, NN, being measurably relieved twist of his lips. ALL DRUGGISTS; 50c. AND $1.00. ;
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Thne nndersigned having been restored to healtk
9y simple means, after auffering for several year:
with a severe lung affection, and that dread
disease Consumption, 15 anxions Lo make known
E to his fellow sufferers the means of cure. Te
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sis remedy. as it is invaluable. Those desiring |
Mo prescription, which will cost them nothing
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| “Liar!"” shouted Raymond.
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. arm. and Munro, spurring his horse in-

ﬁ D GONNUR ! to the mass of irresolute men, called
. . # | out: “Brock, I'll kill you if you shoot—
|

| this is a friend of mine—you Eknow

that! He's stood out against us all
' glong, but he's been on the square. I
| sent him to the Springs myself.”

And Dealer in
D . 1

>umps of all Kinds. Brock wiped the blood from his lips.
| “)Mebbe vou asked him to wire the

Gﬂlvﬂnmed and I Uh_?lp- . sheriff last night. He admits he sent
ing BI‘&EE}T Brass Lined | & messenger to warn him."”

aml Irun U\.’lil’ldl&l‘i‘i. | Cries "of frenzied rage broke forth
| again. and the crowd surged against
' the two horses. Furious, throaty cries
| broke forth,

“IRill him!™” “Hang him:”

Munro blew a siznal to his men, and
hiz voice rangz out eclear and sharp.
“The firei man'that reaches a hand out
of that circle loses it. If any lynching

w n B““Nﬂﬂ is Cone. I preside over it. Dan, come
%—-—- . . ! in here—you. too, Cook."”
— - The two cowbovs spurred their horses

into the eircle, and the four armed and
resolute men faced the angry mob and

beld it at bay. Rayvmond, even in this
hour of danger, regretted Munro's as-
sistance; It put him under an obliga-
tion which weakened him. With Lis
mind filled with conflicting considera-
tions, he waited while the swift clatter
of a hundred hoofs drew unear and a
squad of Munro's picked men sur-
rounded their captain,
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“] expect to hold this camp until the
syndicate yields to the demands of the
miners or until the governor inter-

feres.”
“Then what?”’
“Then I step down and out."”
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and ominous movements taking place
i the scope of her window. ®8he stud-
fed Raymond, in earnest but apparent-
ly unexpected conference with bis
workmen, No word of their low ut-
terance reached her ears, but she ob-
served that they organized into squads
as if In obedience to some command
and that each man armed himself and
that each face was grim or recklessly
gmiling. That they formed her guard
she knew, and this in itself ought to
have been thrilling. But it was not—it
seemed absurd.

Raymond did not show himself again
to her until about 9 o'clock of the
evening, when he entered the sickroom
and said quietly to Bralde: “Doctor,
you better go to bed if the patient will
permit, You may be badly
early tomorrow morning.”

“Yery well,” acquiesced Draide, con-
vinced that a closer tie than friend-
ship united Ann and the young miner
and that they desired to be alone,

The door had hardly closed behind
the young physician when Ann turned
to Raymond and imperiously said:
“You must not try to evade me. I
want to know what is threatening.
Tell me!”

“The camp is wild,” he admitted.
feeling the resentment in her voice,
“and I don't see how a clash can be
avoided so long as Munro is in com-
mand and keeps his present temper.
But vou need give no thought to that.
All my men are on guard tonight, and,
whatever happens, this cabin is safe.”

dependents.”

Munro stiffened. “No time for con-
f'rence. No time to talk with any
one. I just came down to say howdy
to the lady, that's all. Understand?”’
His voice rose,

Raymond lifted a warning hand.
“Quietly, old man, don't disturb the
boy. Let's go find Kelly.”

Munro's face grew sullen., *“Don’t
want to see Kelly—don't want to see
you. I've come to see the lady.” He
faced Ann again. “I'm going into bat-

'‘tle. May be killed tomorrow. Had to
gay goodby. I may not see you again.”

To Raymond's great relief Kelly, who
had heard Munro arrive, appeared at
the door. His manner was easy and
his voice low as he greeted the intrud-

needed or “Hello, Jack! How goes the Na-
poleonic business¥”

Munro turned with darkening brows
and labored to be gloomily impressive,
“Got ’em scared, all right. They're
meditating retreat this minute.”

Kelly laid a hand on his shoulder.
“Lad, you need sleep. You're worn
out.”

Raymond, with a significant look at
Matt, turned as if to stir the fire, &
movement which brought him behind
his visitor,

AMunro put his hands in his pockets
and laboriously explained: “Been {ry-
in' to keep awake on whisky., Trifle
shot this minute, askin’ Lady Ann's
pardon.”

Iiaymond’s right arm encircled the
young leader’s waist, pinioning the

“I like you to be honest with me,” gdeadly right hand to his side, while
she said, more gently. “I'm not & Kelly, seizing the almost equally skill-
child, and 1I'm not a timid person.” (*ful left, whipped the young desperado’s

“You shall know,” he answered, tak- revolver from his belt.
ing a seat before the fire. He had For a moment the fangless rattle-
never been more admirable than at gpake was bewildered. *“What you
that moment. *My theory is that the mean, Rob?%" he asked ominously. ‘
sheriff's forces are eager to storm the “Come outside, Jack. Don't make a
hill Lefore the governor has a chance pow—for the lady's sake. We want to
to interfere and ‘protect his pets” that {alk to you.”
is the way they put it. If the attack “Let go o' me,” he retorted, writhing
is made a desperate struggle will fol- §; Raymond's clutch. In the midst of
low. Probably the deputies will try to this he grinned at Kelly. *“I know
carry the fortification direct. Mean- these arms. What's your game, Rob?”
while Kelly and I have drawn up and “Come outside and I'1l tell you,”
forwarded to the governor a lﬂllg tele- Dl{‘“dﬁd R“Flnund_
gram signed by the leading independ- The sodden brain of the reckless
ents, reciting our disaster and de- Jeader was waking up again, and, with
manding immediate interference on his g bow to Ann, he said: “Sorry to 'sturb
part, and we are hoping to hear from you, but I must take these men outside
him before midnight. I have also gnd kill 'em. See you again soon.”
wired Barnett to warn the sheriff of Itaymond released his prisoner and
your presence here and that we are gtepped through the door in advance of
guarding you. I think Don is with the
deputies. If he is he will see that this
cabin remains outside the field of op-
eration.”

“Where is Captain Munro?”

“His wvedettes are camped on the
north slope, but may engage the enemy
at any moment, for Jack is quite as
eager as the sheriff to win first blood.
If it were not for the possible injury
of innocent men and women I would
say let them fight it out. Each camp
is quite as crazy and lawless as the
other., Now you have the truth. Ihave
concealed nothing from you. I will
even tell you that Munro has promised
to come down for a final conference
with the independents and that we are
still hoping to persuade him to leave
the camp.”

The sick boy stirred uneasily and
called faintly, and Ann went to him
and bent above him tenderly. *Here
I am, Buddie. Are you better?”

“Oh, I'm so hot! Take that blanket
off me."” '

Raymond looked at Ann. “Shall 1.
lighten his load?” i

She shook her head as she put a glasa |
of water to the boy's lips. “What time |
is it?’ he asked as he fell back upon |
his pillow. '

“Going on 10 o'clock.” |
. ““Has the fight come off yet?' i

Raymond was cautious. “No, the
camp is quiet.” |

Hrﬁr insisted on talking. “I hope they
won't fight till I get over this cold. It's striiaole
hard luck to be here. What day is it? i
How long have I been sick? You him, but as Munro followed and stood
ghould have gfen Jack when he rode  for an instant on the step, peering into
up and stopped the man!’ In this way | the darkness, Raymond
his mind leaped and danced for
hour, but he grew drowsy at last and

went away into sleep. .
Ann spoke first. “Poor boy! He will | Ann and the boy, closed the door. THe

always feel defrauded to think he is | girl, not daring to look out, could only
missing all the drama.” | gtand with nerveless limbs and pound-

“Your father must have been such  Ing heart and listen. Once the desper-
another enthusiast. I liked his name | ate man uttered a gasping snarl, but it
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. Raymond fell upon him in a terrible

for you.” I| was cut short by a merciless hand, and
She colored. “That was the only all was still. Then her composure gave
thing I had to reproach him for. I re- | "o~

“Oh, Rob, don’t kill him?” she called,

heedless of Louis. Opening the door,
| ghe cried again, “Den’t, please don't!”

Kelly was binding the captain’s feet

proach myself now for not acquieseing
in it I think it grieved him to have
me side with mother against it.”

- “It is & sweet name to me—Hesper.” |

He uttered it mmthummiwﬂhﬂmmiwithanm
chest and one hand at hig throat, 1o0k-
ed up at Ann as she stood in the door-
2 imandnﬂd:“ﬂaase:um _‘Waarﬁj

, Which dwells in the voice of a lover,

and its letters sang together—but
dared not look at her. '

&g mrr
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geized him . "
an . again and, with a furious twist, threw .

him to the earth and fell upon him in .
| a terrible struggle. Matt, mindful of |

i

doing this for his own good. We won't
hurt him. He'll thank us for it when
he understands our motive.”

Munro, like a trapped wildcat, snap-
ped at his captor, but Raymond’s long
fingers prevented him. “Now, listen,
Jack. You did me a good turn today,
and I'm going to do as much for you.
I'm going to save you from state's pris-
on against your own fool's will. You're
going to leave camp tonight, dead sure
thing! And you might as well go quiet-
ly. If you don’t, we'll pack you on
your horse like a roll of blankets. Will
you be quiet? Will you ride your horse
or must we tie you on?”

Again the frenzied man renewed his
struggle. Blindly, ferociously, like an
animal, deaf to all reason, acknowledg-
ing no law but that of force, he writh-
ed, beating the ground. His gasping
breath was painful to hear. At last
Braide, who had been picking handily
at his medicine case, suddenly opened
the door and ran out.

“Here is where the man of medicine
comes in,” he called jovially, and
thrust a folded handkerchief Leneath
Munro's nosirils. *“Let him breathe,
Raymond,” he sald quietly. “It'll do
him good.”

Munro’s knotted muscles almost in-
stantly relaxed, his hands fell inert,
his head turned quietly to one side,
and his face became as peaceful as a
gleeping child.

«What have you done?’ whispesed
Eelly excitedly.

Braide laughed, “Hypnotized him.
You can do as you wish with him now,
but work quick.”

“Auch oblized, doctor,” said Ray-
mond. “Take him up, Matt Lets
put him away while he sleeps. He'll
go by freight now.” AS they laid hold
of the corpselike figure he added to
Ann and to Braide, “Not a word of
this to any one!”

A knock at the door startled Ann.
‘But the visitor was only one of Mun-
ro's men, deferential, almost timid, in
her presence.

“Excuse me, but has the captain been
here this evening?” he asked politely.

The doctor quickly answered, “Yes,
but he went away again almost imme-
diately.” =
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“If you see him, just tell him we need
him on the hill.”

“T'll do so gladly.”

|  “Much obliged.” The messenger

| withdrew, and they soon heard him

' gallop swiftly away, and all became
silent,

At Ann's insistent request Braide
went back to his couch, and she was
again alone, waiting for Raymond's
return.

The sitnation in the great drama
was now quite clear to her mental
vision. She could see the small army
waiting below, foolishly eager for the
coming of the dawn, and it was not
difficult to Imagine the excitement and
consternation in Munro's forces when
their leader failed to appear. She un-
derstood also som~thing of the panic
in Bozle and in the valley and realized
that throuzh the night the news of the
impending assault on the peak was
fiving, loosed along aerial ways by the
tapping fingers of a hundred deft, dis-
passionate operators,

CHAPTER XXVIL

AYMOND was gone for nearly

two hours, Lut when he did

appear he was entirely zelf

contained and very gentie,
“You must zo to sleep,” he said at

once. “I will wateh, 1 want to beg
vour pardon for seizing Munro in vour
presence, but it was necessary both
for his sake and to prevent bloodshed.
I saw no other chance of disarming
him. I hope yvou will excuse my harsh-
ness in sending you away.”

“You npeed not apologize. 1 under-
stool.” she answered. *“What have
vou done with him?¥"

“Kelly has taken him away out of
danger. Have any of his men called
for him?"’

“Yes. one, but he rode away agiin.
Have you any further news¥”

“Something is going on in Bozle. I
could hear cheering, and I thought I
could distinzuish the galloping of
horses. Whatever is coming. my duty
is here, and now let me take you 10
Nora."

“Xo, no! 1 can’'t sleep now. My
brain is whirling with this night's
events. I feel as if I were about to
witness some great storn, some catas-
trophe. Sleep is impossible tonight.”

e turned with low voiced intensity.
“What can I do to repair the jnjury L
have done you and yours? When 1
loft Barnett’s home I was resolved
never to re-enter your life again. I
honestly tried to get away from Louis
and to take myself absolutely out of
your world.”

She jnterrupted him with a gesture
of protest. “You must not blame your-
self—it had to be. Do you believe in
» fate®”

“I do mot, nor in luck,” bhe answered

slowly. :

“Neither do I, but I believe in com-
.I pensations., Since I came up here I

et ' have worked out a theory of life. I've

- been happy here, That should comfort

Fﬂ'u.“
“It would only I cannot rid myself

8l | of the thought of what you bave sacri-
S| | ficed to be here.
sl | ed you deeper into this lawless barba-

. rism.”

Each day has plung-

“There is where my theory helps
One's life has a general average.
My life had no real value to me nor

' to any one else till I came west, Pleas-

ures come to me now when I least ex-
pect them. That is a wonderful thing

" 8 x| to me. I thought I had lost all power
' to vividly enjoy, but I haven't. BSo

you eee I am not accusing you or any
I have only reason to be thank-

fol, if only no harm comes to Louis

the | :
eAr &NT retira ﬁ-hqﬂ!ﬁﬂe,’; or my friends here. I shall not com-
e D |

i ELLA MUKIEL (O ville, Ont. |
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Tami<ands of women are USINg PSY- |

' "HIM i, because they know from exper- |
have & safe friend |
peychine is & wonderful | 80 easily. I can understand your theo-

driving ont | Iy, but I cannot understand how ¥ou
ives a ravenous appetite, | find a disappointment. You have ev-

p'la L d

“It is very sweet of you to try to
lighten my sense of guilt,” he replied
gently. “But I cannot absolve myself

erything to make you happy.”

She went on: “I am by heritage a
worker. I know that now. My father's
people were active and calculating
folk, and my life in the city was un-
natural. I've been deliciously hungry
and weary since I've been here—life
geems restored to its balance. You
have done me good—you and splendid
old #att and sweet Nora."

He sprang from his chair and faced
her., “You mustn’'t talk to me so,” he
exclaimed, almost harshly. *“I shall
forget my promises and say forbidden
words to you. You unseat all my good
resolutions.”

= (To be Continued.)
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