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“Charge, my brother! France!| the French horses were forced with | bridle and her face all gl?wing ana —
mE WE['] Eﬂ“ﬂ[ﬂ]}f France! France!” marvelous dexterity through a bristling | warm and full of the fierce iire of war, o
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! doezen spears were *,.lmui at |

His volce, well nown, well loved,
thrilled the hearts of bhis comrades,
and brougzht them tozether like a trum-
pet call. They bad gone with him
many a time into the hell of battle,

into the jaws of death. They surged |

about bim now,., striking,
forcing with blows of their

their lances, and blows of their
ore feet,a passage one to anc! «or, until

thrusting,

. they were reunited once mgore 25 one

troop. They loved him; he had called
them his brethren. They were like
lambs for Lhim to lead, like tigers for
him to incite. They could see Lim lift
aloft the eagle he had caught from the
last hand that bad borne it. the golden
gleam of the young morning flashing
like flame upon the brazen wings and
they shouted. as with one throat:
“Mazagran! Mazazran!” As the battal-
jion of Mazazran had died keeping the
ground through the whole of the
scorchinz day, while the fresh hordes
poured down on them like ceaseless
torrents, snow fed and exhaustless, so
they were ready to hold the ground
here until of all their number there
should be left not one living man.

He glanced back on them, guarding
1is head the while from the lances that
were rained on him, and be Lifted tue
guidon higbher and higbher, till out of
the ruck and the throng the brazen |
bird cauzht afresh the rays of the |
rising sun.

“Follow me!” he shouted.

Then, like arrows launched at once
from a hundred bows., they charged.
he still slizhtly in advance of them,
the bridle flung upon Lis borse’s neck.
his bead and breast bare: one Lhand
striking aside with his blade the steel
shafts as they poured on him. the
hizh above the press the
eacle of the Bonapartes.

The effort was superb. For the mo-
ment the Bedouins gave way, shaken
and confused. as at the head of the
French they saw this man, with bhis
hair bilowinge in the wind and the sun
on the fairness of his face, ride down |
on them thus unharmed, thouzh a
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breast, dealine strol 0 sure as death

L

forest of steel, though the remmnant of
the once glittering squadron was cast

against them in as headlong a daring .

as if it bad balf the regiments of the

empire a2t its back. the charge availed ,
little azainst the hosts of the desert!
! that had rallied and swooped down

sabers or | afresh almost as socn as they had been

beasts' |

for the instant of the shock panic
stricken. They closed in on every side,

wheeling their swift coursers hither

 of the hundreds =lain. and

and thither, striking with lance and

blade. hemming in beyond escape the
doomed frarment of the Frankish

squadron till there remained of them

but one small nucleus—a ring of horse-
men. of whom every one had his face
to the foe: a solid circle curiously
wedzed one against the other, with the
bodies of chargers and of wmen deep
aronnd them and with the ground scak-
ed with blood till the sand was cne red
MOrAsS.

Cecil held the eagle still and locked
round on the few left to him.

“You are the sons of the Cld Guard.
Die like them

They answered with & pealing ery,
terrible as the ery of the lion in the
husi of the night. but a shout that had
in it assent. triumph, fealty. victory.
even as they obeyed bhim and drew up
to die, while in their front was the
young brow of Petit Picpon turned up-
ward to the glare of the skies.

The Arabs bonored these men, who
alone and in the midst of the hostile
force held their ground and prepared
thus to be slaughtered one by one till
of all the squadron that had ridden out
in the darkness of the datwn there
should be only a black., huddled, stiff-
ened heap of dead men and of dead
beasts. The chief who led them press-
ed them back, withholding them from
thie end that was so near to their hands
when they should streteh that single
ring of horsemen all lifeless in the dust.

“You are great warriors!” he cried in
the Sabir tongue. “Surrender! We
will spare!”

Cecil looked back oace more on the
fracment of his troop and raised the
ea~ie hizher aloft where the wings
should glisten in the fuller day. Half
naked, scorched, blinded. with an open

a little amazon in searlet and blue and
gold: a younz Jeanpe d'Arc. with the
crimson fez in lien of the silvered
casque and the gay broideries of ler
fantastic dress instend of the breas:-
plate of steel. And with the flag -of
her idolatry. the flazx thiat was as her
relizion, floatinz back as she went she
spurred ber mare straizht against the
Arabs, straicht over the lifeless forms
after her
poured the fresh squadreos of caval-
ry. the ruby burncose of the spahis
streamine on the wind as their darling
led them on to retrieve the day for
France.

Not a ballet struck or a saber grazed
her: but there. in the heat and the
press of the worst of the slaughter,
Cigarette rode hither and thither. to
and fro, her voice ringing like a hird's
song over the field in command, in ap-
plause, in encouragement. in delight:
bearing her standard aloft and un-
touched; dashing heedless through a2
storm of blows; cheerinz on her “chil-
dren™ to the charse a2sain and again,
and all the while with the sunlight
full on her radiant. spirited head. and
with the grim. gray raven flyving above
her, sbrieking shrilly its *“Tue. tue,
tue!” The army beliecved with super-
stitious faith in the potent spell of that
veteran bird, and the story ran that
whenever he flew above a combat
France was victor before the sun set.
The echo of the raven's cry, and the
presence of the child who, they knew,
would have a thousand musket balls
fired in her fair young breast rather
than live to see them defeated, madie
the fresh squadrons sweep in like a
whirlwind. bearinz down all before
them.

Cigarette saved the day.

[TO BE CcONTINUED.]
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“fizhting fury” was upon him.

As he spurred his horse down on
them now 20 blades glittered against
him. The foremost would h-'ue cut

e S . -

- straizht down through the bone of his

. <
Jeweilery | lunge,

! sun one of his troopers threw

| nad saved him reeled down off his sad-
| dle under the hoofs of the trampling

' mured, with a smile, and a

nremptly | SWept onward Cecil, with a great cry |

' of horror, saw the feet of the madden-

|
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bared chest and killed him at a single
but as its steel flashed in the
himself
azainst it and parried the siroke from
him by sheathing it in his own breast.

he blow was meortal, and the one who

-

-

“Picpon remembers!” he mur-
as the ¢ha rge

| charzes.

ed horses strike to pulp the writhing
body and saw the black, wistful eyes
of the child of Paris look upward to
him once with love and fealty and un-
speakable sweetness gleaming through |
their darkened sight.

But to pause was impossible. Though
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“Charge! Charge!”

surrender!” they shouted. Then, with
their swords above their heads, they
waited for the collision of the terrible
attack which would fall on them upon
every side and strike all the sentient
life out of them before the sun should
be one point higher in the heavens. It
came. With a yell as of*wild beasts in
their famine the Arabs threw them-
selves forward, the chief himself sin-
gling out the “fair Frank"” with a vio-
lence of a lion flinging himself on a
leopard. One instant 18nger, one flash
of time, and the tribes pressinz on

! them would have massgaered them like

cattle driven into the pens of slaughier.
Ere it could be done a voice like the
ring of a silver trumpet echoed over
the ficld:

“Charge! Charge! Tue, tue, tuel”

Above the din, the shouts, the tumault,
the eclioing of the distant musketiry,
that silvery eadence rangz. Down into
the midst, with the tricolor waving
above her head. the bridle of her fiery
mare between her teeth, the raven of
the dead zouave flying above her head
and her pistol leveled in deadly aim,
rode Cigzarette,

The lightning fire of the crossing
swords played round her, the glitter of

lances dazzled her eyes, the reek of

smoke and of carnage was round her,
but she dashed down into the heart of
the conflict as gayly as though she
rode at a review, laughing, shouting,
waving her torn colors that she grasp-
ed, with her curls blowing back in the
breeze and her bright young face set
in the warrior's lust. ‘Behind her b¥
scarcely a length galloped three squad-
rons of chasseurs and spahis, trampling
headlong over the corpse strewn field
and breaking through the masses of the
Arabs as though they were seas of
COI'TL

She wheeled her mare round by Ce-
cil’s gide at the moment when with six
swift passes of his-blade he had ward-
ed off the chief’s blows and sent his
own sword down through the L‘heﬂt
bones of the Bedouin’s mighty form.
“{Well struck! The day is turned!

Threadneedle street is a corruption of
Thridenal street, meaning the third
atieet from “Chepesyde” to the great
thorouehfare fro:n London bridge to
“Bushop Gate” (consisting of XNew
Eryalio -;11'.---1"- and Bushop Gate streate,
L X0, third). Another
ety :*.-..::n_h,} ig ‘I'hvic-needle (three needle
strost). from (he thiee needies which
the Needle Maplkers' company bore in
their arme. It begins at the Mansion
Iiouse, and therefore the Bank of Eng-
land stands in it. The directors of the
Bank of Fnzland were called “the old
lidy in Threadneedle street” by Wil
linm Cobbett because, like Mrs., Iar-
tineston, they tried with their broom to
keep back the Atlantic waves of na-
tional progress. After giving the fore-
eoing, Brewer notes the following ex-
traect from Dickens' *Dr, AMarizold:”

4 silver curl paper that T myself took
off the shining locks of the ever beau-
tiful old lady of Threadneedle street”
(1 bank note).
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Foiling n Fakir.

A story used to be told at Cairo of
Sir Richord Owen during one of his
sojourns in Igyvpl The great natural-
ist was seated in the shade on the ve-
'I':H]ﬂd at Sheppeard’s hotel when the
oavitable snake charmer came 10 him
and produced from his bag a lively
specimen of the hor ned asp—the deadly
corastes. The professor gazed and,
nothinz daunted, stopped and plucked
the horns from the head of the reptile
wrizeling at his feet, remarking to a
bystander that the man would prob-
ably think twice before tryingz to palm
off upon any one else a harmless snake
as a cerastes by the aid of a couple of
Gshh bones. With anybody else the

charmer would probably have succeed- !

ed. He had tried it on the wrong man.

Mot Very Far Wrong.

In one of the public schools on one
occasion, while an examination was in
progress in one of the eighth grade
classes, the teacher inquired of one of
the sweet girl pupils:

“What form of government hmre we
in the District of Columbia?”

The pupil hesitated an instant Re-

calling that the district commissioners
had been busy making addresses at the
gseveral commencements then in prog-
ress, she explained in true schoolgirl
style: .

“In the District of Columbia we have
an oratorical form of government.”

A FEEI’“ 'ﬂl‘ mltr‘

“I'm so surprised to hear your wife
likes the house so much; it’s so small.”

“Yeg, but there are lots of closets in
it.'" > '

“Truoe, but they're extremely small
mﬂ'

“That’s just it. My wife is satisfied
that not one of them is big enough tn

THE POPULAR CASH STORE.

THE PEOPLE SAY

McKechnies are Always Busy

G0ODS ARRIVING DAILY

We now have about thirty cases of

GRANBY RUBBERS

on hand. They are the best.

»: .
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A Also a full line of Crockery and Glassware always
on hand. Come in and inspect it. A fresh
¢ loi of groceries always on hand.
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