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CHAPTER L

HAVE a partiality for
balls and receptions
and invariably try to
make it a practice o
be in the wicinity
when one is in prog-
ress. There are 2l-

Wways o many people coming and go-

ing timat a stranger on the premises

seldom attracts attention. It is an ex.
cellent time for inspecting basement
windows, cellar doors and outbuild-
ings.

In a general way servanis are more
eareless on such nights about locking
up, ana the hostess and her guesis al-

ways bring out their best jewels and
leave them loose on bureaus and man-
telpieces after retiring. It may not
have struck the casual observer that
people sleep mueh more soundly after
a ball than ordinarily. They are a
longer time in retiring, but when ev-
is finally quiet abont the
house it would take nothing less than
a pisto] shot to rouse them. [ suppose
they are completely exhausted and
after the excitement of the evening do
not dream of burgzlars.

One March night I waited until after
3 o'clock for one of these festivities to
draw to a close, It was cold and raw
outside in the sbrubbery, and [ grew
impatient at the lateness of the guests
in taking their departure. The house
was a larce, old fashioned mansion
just outside of the city limits, and
from iis general air and appearance I

v knew that considerable wealth in the
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Custom Carding and Spin.

ning promptly attended to and
satisfaction guaranteed.

A LARGE assortment of Tweeds,
Yarns, Blankets and Flanunels al [
ways in stock. Ready-made Cloth-
ing of the latest design kept in stock

Fresh Groceries always in
stock at the Lowest Prices.

S. SCOTT,

AN . DURHAM, ﬂHT.!

oz " L

shape of solid silverware and family
heirlooms was contained in it.  Fol-
lowing the customw of the day, the host-
ess would, I thought, bring all these
relics from their hiding places and
show them to her guests,

It was anticipation of a rich haunl
that kept me from giving up the job
in disgust, for 1 was tired and ex-
bhausted with several nizhts’ unlueky
ventures, and my patience =eemed
sorely tried.

When the lights finally went out, I
breathed easier and felit my ecourage
returning. iverything promised to run
smoothly, 1 had sueceeded in dispos-
inz of the watchdos earlior in the
evening and had discovered an unfas-

| tened window opening into the coal-

room in the eeline, which 1 believed
the servanits would not think to lock
g0 late at nirzht.

I waited a good hour after the last
flickering light had disapnoared. Then
I crept softly up to the he and,
concealed in its shadow, listened foi
sounds. There was noze. except those

s,

I gaw thar [ was tocling into the mout}
o @ revolver.

strange, almost inexpressible voice:

which seem to come from nowhere in

the dead of night. | do pot kuow that

by

' anybody has ever noticed them. but 1

bave always fancied thut they were like
the breathing of the earth—if such a

| thing were possible—for they come in

regular, rhythmic pulsations.

1 crept along the side of the house
until 1 reacbed the basement window,
and, finding it unlocked, as I expected.
1 softly opened it and looked in. I
Was not positive that the window
opened into the coalroom, but from
the general appearance of things 1 felt
reasonably sure I was right, Not to
make any mistake or misstep in the
darkness, I lowered my bag of tools
until it strock scwething which gave
forth a metallic sound. Swinging the
bag back and forth, I succeeded in
identifying the object as a tin pan.

As 1 was afraid to use my dark lan-
tern outside, Lglowered myself cau-
tiously into the Lasement. Instead of
the coal bin I found myself in the dairy
room of the house. The odor from
newly made butter, fresh milk and
cream cheese gave me such an over-
powering appetite that 1 had to satisfy
it before 1 could zo any farther. By
groping around on the shelves I suoce-
ceeded in getting a pretty fair supply
of food—milk and cream in abundance,
good cheese, several mince pies, some
cake and cold meat,

The night was early yet for my work,

; and 1 did not regret the time I spent
) in eating of that cold but tempting re-
past. [ would-have felt better had i for
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The door leading from the dairy room
to the Dbasement laundry was not

ocked, an ietly enter atter :
. G T aniedly eierad, tie ator . penalty of death seized me for an in-

the slide of my dark lantern, and hyi stant when I realized that

place, I now ventured to open a little

means of it I found the stairs leading
to the ground ficor. The servants’

quarters were above me, and to avoid |

arousing any one I removed my shoes.

The house was spacicus and roocmy, |

and I had to take note of my surround-
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ings as I proceeded. so that 1 migzht |

find my way back again without blun-
dering. It is a poor general, 1 have al-
ways thought, who burns his bLridges
behind him. More than once this care-
ful habit of mine has saved me from
unpleasant complications.

When I passed from the kitehen into |

the dining room. 1 was greatly sur-
wised not to find any solid pieces of
Even many of the expensive
pieces of bric-a-brae that are usual to
such houses were zone. It looked o= if
the hostess bad anticipated robbery

4 Py
SLver.

gl had stripped tlie tables and man- |

telpicess of every =mall article of spe-
cial vilae,

Alihouagh disappointed. I made my
way upstairs. heping to find some nose
jowelry at least on the bureans, T4
were sicrns of
ment all about the hall and roocins. but
I was unable to tind anything that ap-
pealed to my tastes. 1 passed from
on¢ bedroom to another, with alout
the same result, [ could hear the res-
nlar breathing of the occupants of the
house, and a distant noise in the rear
told me that one man was a zeod snor-
er. So long as that rhythmic sound

continued 1 felt that 1 was safe from |

all nlirms.
After makine a detour of the rooms

[ tinally entered a small chamber that |
wils tsed for storing linen and tronks, |

It cecurred to me that pessibly the
mis<ing things were packed away in
this room. 1 closed the door gently
behind me and turned on the slide
from my lantern.

| part.,” be said.

hore Loments

the fenst and enteriain. |

& exception of one slight qualification:

“Not unless we happen to meet under
gimilar circumstances again. Then I
might recall to you this meeting.”

“I don’t think that is likely to occur,”
he replied firmly.

i
I
1

Then in a firm, measured voice he .

added: h.

“Well, I'll trust you. 1 will give you
one-third of all T have collected. I be-
lieve that you will keep your part of
the agreement if I keep mine.”

There was honesty written in his
face, and I would have trusted him to
the extent of pocketing my revolver,
but again he got dhead of me. I stood
there covering him with my weapon
half a minuote after he bad put his
pistol in his pocket. A temptation to
make him give everything to me under

he bhad
placed himself in my power. DBut that
same rich, musical voice suddenly re-
called me to my bargain.

“Here, take this bagz outside with
you, and we will divide the thing
where there is less chance of detec-
tion.”

“Have vou been all over the house ¥
I asked in a little confusion.

“Yes, all over. There is nothing
worth taking left.”

He moved toward the door and start
ed to open it. He turned an instani
and asked:

“How did you come in¥”

“Through a cellar window,” [ replied.

“*A clumsy way when you could have
entered by the front door.”

*Do you mean to savy"— [ began,

“8-s-s-h, don’t speak now, I'm open-
ing the door. I'ollow nie”

I never felt the power of a man so
strangely before. 1 attributed it to the
fact that 1 was In the presence of a
masier who put my feeble accomplish-
entirely into the backsiround.
aui vet 1 had prided myseli’ upon my
SNCCUESes]

We walked stealthily down the stairs
and out of the front door to the lawn.
He earried a paek larger than mine,
When we reached the shelter of a
clump of trees, we bhoth stopped.

“It is getiing late, and it will be light
sp0n,” my sirange companion said.
“We must make our division guickly.”

In the same quick, masterful and, if |

[ say it, honest way he made a division
G the spoils, zivine me more than one-
third.

“Now, if you are satisfied, we will |

“1 think we have no

| furiher nead of each other.”

As | did so I was suddenly startled !

0y the brizhit ray of some licht <hoot-
ing out of the darkness. Instant!y |
erasped my revolver and direeted my
lizht toward the spot. The result of

this movement was to produce a queer |

combination,

I saw that I was looking into the |
mouth of a revolver held in the hapds |
of 1 man who was inspecting me by |

the aid of a dark lantern similar to
ny owi My own revolver was cov-
ering the place where his heart shonld
b,

The discovery must have been si-
for we both flashed the
fizht of our lanterns into ench other's
nd silently. XNel-
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ered eves there was cool, deadly re-
written. It would have

v in oo
ien i w B

imask, and in the uncov- |

been | i

foolhardy for cither to shoot, for the |

life of the other would have been in-
stantly sacriticed. 1 waited a fu!l min-
ute ¢i* two for the man to speals.
“Well,” 1
bear e strain of silence longer, “vou
1o be ahead of me tonight, ami 1

Gyt

ness of your werk.
thing behind you.™

The man was not inclined to answer
at first. but I continued in a reassuring
voice:

“We may as well eall a truee.
woutld be folly for either of us to shoot,
I don’t want to get you in trouble any
maoie than myseif,”

I hiad been struck by thoe fine, hand-
somne features of the man. but when he
spoke in a well modulated, musical
voice [ was further puzzled, He did
not look like one of my sot.

“What kind of a truece do you want?”’
he asked. “You see I have you covered
with my revolver and could kill you in
an instant.”

“But you fail to notice mine,” I an-
swered. A very slight pressure of the
trigger would send a bullet through
your heart.”

I thought he turned a triflg paler, but
his volee was steady and unquavering,

“l admit that and acecept the situa-
tion. But tell me what terms you pro-
pose for your truce.”

“Simply these: We shounld go into
partnership at least for tonizht. I have
hud as much trouble in getting into the
house as you, and 1 have run just as
much risk, but you got abead of me
and made a complete job. I admire
the way you have done the work.
Even I couldn’t do it better, and I don’t
think you belong to the class I"—

“Never mind that” he interrupted
impatiently. *“Stick to your terms and
be quick.”

“Well, to come straizht to the point,”
I added, a little nettled at his abrupt
ways, “I propose that we divide the
plunder you have collected. For your
extra trouble you take two-thirds and
I one-third. Is that tair:”

He remained silent a moment and
then said:

“If I agree to such a bargain, noth-
ing further will ever be said of to-
night's work?”

“Not a word.” :

“And you will never recoznize me
if you should bappen to meet me on
the street or anywhere else?”

I did not like this part of the bargain,
I believe that every one should be

discovered a bottle of good wine, but placed on the same level in such a busi-

in its absence the fresh milk was a ' ness and that one

5 - ==

fair substitute. SR

1

said finally, unwilling to |

st congratulate you upon the neat- |
I haven't found a |

It |

I made a1 motion as if to follow him,
but e waved me back, saving:

“Good night., 1 must be going,

[fe turned and walked
thrcoeh the gloom, leaving me stand-
ing there as nonplused as any man
ervmared in such 2 hazardous business
a= 1ine coukl ever atford to be.

i

CHAD'TLER 1.

2 NGENERALLY I do not
4 'l

tarry long in the vi-
cinity of 2 house that

police have un-
pleasant way ar-
suspicious
charaeters simply to

v 1o ind a clow

alll

il

restine

_ 2h e LT
COVer-un THReIr 1ok

two people on the piazza. One was a
beautiful young woman with a figure
and face that would attract attention
anywhere. She walked down the front
steps and turned an instant to speak
to her companion.

Bat, handsome as she was, the man
who followed her atfracted me more,
and for an instant I felt myself grow-
ing dizzy. Fortunately for me the de-
tective had turned to greet the young

' couple, and he did not see my sudden

consternation.

I never forget faces theat I have once
pariicularly noticed. 1t is a part of
my discipline to remember them. This
one I had every reason to remember
very well, Althonzh I had only seen
it by the aid of iy dark lantern at
nigitt, I knew inst:ntly that it belonged
to my companion n erime.

He was handso:ely dressed, and his
clear cut features gave him an aristo-
cratic appearance hat must have been
born in him. A slight pallor of the
face suggested the possibility of some
inherited disease that he was unable
to control. As he walked alonzside the
beautiful woman I had to think what

a noble couple they made. Euach
- seemed made for the other,
“Well, Mr. JenRins, have you anvy

rapidly |

I have looted, for the |

otierwise, It gives the impression that
thooe are realls dolng something to eap-
v e burglar.  They are alwarxs so |

working dilizently on the

ot the arrestod eharacters

v Eley are

:and

ense and decided to Liane around

» seeene of my last encagement just

tin thiz ense 1 overruled my bet- |

1o satisty o feeling that 1 was in some |

i B A

azain the man who had |

I "We've Lhnd shores of thoem

e e

sae mouthed. too, that people imag- |

clew yet?¥ 1 heard him sav in his rich
voice as he passed the detective.

“Only a slight one,” was the rendy
reply. *It is diffien!t to find nany traces
that may point to anvthing partieualar.
but by putting this and that 1ozether |
think I will be able to have n elew be-
fore niczht.” ’

I saw The gentleman smile, and 1 ad.
miired hi: for his coolness,
dently had no more contidence in the
detective's shrewdness than I, and he

| 1 i {nl-:\..,

wWis not courting fear unnocossarily.,
*How smart tlhese detoeiives are,
Charles!" his companion said in all se

riousniess, “lThey aceainplish sueh won-

dors that 1 sbhouid iini o rolber wonlid

be in wortal terror of them all the
time."
“Yes, Belle, they are sometimes

it all

Jon-

shrewd, and azain they nre net.
depencs upon the man, This Mr
kins seems o me lilio a very porsisient
and determined person. a =ert of hu-
man bound., but 1 doubt very much if
he has much capacity for solving a
profound mystery,”

“You bhaven't muceh centidencoe in him.
then ™

“Yes and no”
ring his shoulders.

They were walkine down the pave-
ment toward the »»te as they talked.
and =0 earer was [ to Lear 1helr words
that I very foolishly expo=ed mys=elf to
their view,

Ag ther came arcund a clump of
shrubberr toey suddenly stumblsd an
on nw. I had just a in which
to pull my=elf together and 1o Goll’ uy
hat.

“*Excuse me, ma'am,” | said without
thinkine.

Politeness is a second nature 1o me,
for 1 have associated with rentlemen
enourh te Koow their ways iand have
unconzeions!ly abscrbed some of their
maners.

iv. you frightened me.” the lady
gald. *1 did wpet Lknow apybody was
L

Lo
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answered,
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*] bez xour pardon again then,
pvam. 1 was nassing by, and [ did not
SO0 Vo oitner.”

the lady I

raee of the

Wahe 1 was Speaikings 1

vwas furtively watehin:

i

one shoe ealled Charles. | vwios a little
eoitee ! to see Doy e 1l take
i meetinzg. He was loellive at me =0

41 if he ree-
control did not
inest experi-

impassively that 1 wonde:
aoiizad me,  Such self
see poseible even in the
e,

“1 3¢ ote of the

ciriosity seelkers,” be eaid pleasantly.,

lhere this

lge you're anothnrr
:

ooy

morning, starine ot the hoeiee ag if it
vore o dime mmuseunt. There's nothing
Lie a robblery to atiraet the attention
of the countyy prople.”

Fiis failure 1o show any =izas of con-
COrM OVer our mostine a1l me a lit-
tle, and o the spoe of the moment 1

| determinad o pirranre a1 course that

nerotsly shared bhis spoils with

e, Proe. b had fonnd Limself in
ueh o pasition that semething had to
o done to buy me ofi; bmt, as 1
ihonxht afierward, e coald casily have
oiitwitte] me and eseaped with all the

g

On the following afternoon I dreszed
prsel? inoa spare 202Nt ol clothes whieh |

[ 1 olways hkeep for an emesroency and

v ndered out of the city Imits towanrd
the old rashioned mansion. As I ap
1 canzht a gliinps2s of an

efivee litthe who seemed (R
Tanecting the premises with  great

Without hesitation I put bim
Jdown as oa debeetive, one of those half
solicemen whose sbhrewdness consisis
in following a trail that is as
elrer s davligas,

I felt no fear of him, for I knew
that he was not the kind of man to
eapiure a professional. [ knew that a
bold rront would disarm bhim of all
suspicion quicker than anything eise.
If e eausht me sneaking about the
neighborhood, he would very likely ar-
rest me.

Passing near the front of the house
where he seemed busily engaged in
studying the broken shiubbery. I ae-
costed him.

“Is this the house that was robbed
last nizht?" [ asked innocently. look-
ing with great curiosity at the place.

“Is it? Why, who said any house
wils robbed?”

He zave me a hard stare. which I
returned without seeming bold.

“The papers are full of it.” | replied.
“And, beinz out this way, [ thought
I'd look around a bit and sec the
house.”

“Oh, you did. eh? Well it isp’t a
safe place just now for strangers.”

“Why not? There are no burglars
here now, I hope. If there are, I'd
like to get a look at 'em.”

He seemed to smile inwardly at my
icnorance.

“Well, pnobody is allowed on the
place,” he answeraed rather brusquely.
“And so, if you haven't any business
here, you can march on.”

“But there is no harm looking at
the house from the street, is there?"

“No, but the pecple don’t want to Le |
stared at by every Tom, Dick and Har-
ry in the country, so please move on.”

I bhardly noticed his last remark, se
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wonld srouse hiinm,
“1 confex= that euriosity Lrouzht me

here first.” 1 answered. bt then 1 kad
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“Excuse me. ma’am.”

to come out into the couniry for mry
bread and_butter.
work in tfm city, and
country people couldn’t treat me ouy
wﬂm-ﬂ

“Have you been out of work long?"
the lady asked.

“Yes, for nearly a month now, and 1
am at the end of my rope.,” I replied
«libly.

“Poor fellow!"

Her eyes and words made me |

ashamed of myself. Only the nizht be-
fore I had rebbed her house, and here 1
was eliciting sympathy from her. But

I thought if I was a scoundrel her com- |

panion was a worse one.
“Is there nothinz we can do for him,
Charles?” she asked, turning to him.
This was a shot that I expected
would make itself felt. But the pale,
handsome face d'd not change.
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to me:
“Do you know anything about
horses ™

" *Yes, sir,” 1 replied quickly. “I've

- bhad a good deal of experience as a

groom and coachman,™
This was partly true and partly false.
“Well, my zroom has left me, and if
you want to apply for the position call
around at my house tonizht. 1 live in
the first house om the left down this
street.”

He¢ pointed out his residenes, but I
was s0 taken aback by his affability
and readiness to cuzuze me tha: _I
nearly lost his words of insiruction. I
recovered sufllicientiy, howevor, to rec-
rognize the place before they moved ou.
I heard their “zood davy™ as one in a
dream, and probably for the first time
in my life politeness failed me. 1 zeiu-
ally forzetio thank either of them.
Thrmz;*l‘.rﬁ:t the interview bz had
been playing a part with wonderful
guccess or ke had failed to recognize
me. I was inclined to aceept the latter
as true, and he fell gomewhat in my es-
timation. To foroet a face so soon was
something that no one of our profes-
gion could well afTord.

[Te B cONTINUED.)

The Glory of Californin Scenery,

As long as there remains the love of
beauty in the human soul so lonz will
the glory of California scenery and
that of the whole Pacitie coast prove
a2 source of inspiration to the poetic
mined., Dieseriptive verse has  Leen
from the beginning a marked feature
of the literaiure of this region. In faet,
the term “landscape poeis” may be
properly applied o this bevy of song
birds which secmed to the late Maurice
Thomp=on to have taken “complete
possession of the entire wesiern sea-
suflice it to say that if a vol-
e of verse were written by a Cali-
fornian which reilected nothing of the
siante’s seenic beauty or its warmth of
celar iL wouid not only come as a sur-
prise to most reviewers, but the loyalty
of the poet might be seriowwly gues-
toned, While all this display of loeal
color may seem too apparent an effort
en the part of Californians io place ap-
Leir work the stammp of a definite
and may by

soile 2 clieap form of art, it is this very

a j o
qeipangn
il ||II-I.
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geasiaveness to beally amd grandenr
with swhich natnee has clothed the west
that offers the miost promise of s
vaagd literary advanceiment—a  seonsi-
tivoeness, oreo that will Lecome
more am! more aette with {he cultiva-
tion of tae | renlties taronzh in-
creasipss esizest ol rrowii—lIerhert
Lashioxd In Atlantic
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All Have an

“Speakinge of Hepving pam fed
nn g I i ol T i ]
Ioid vlhien yvou onge el Used o Them.
i : T v omard te prononice.
*,-I i -.' 11k ] ‘.LI s e

Nies " 1 s 3 e

soine resemblianee 1o the lneli=h word

FE“ ;'..‘ some of T [t ol jn tfoas
or just with ‘ic.” Sometimes it iz el
or *ies’ or ‘isell.” aud =20 on. it tuskes

no difference how the name ends, yvon

will make no nmisizle if vou gZive the
gound of “itel’ 1o e Laxt sy b
Thnt will be the promer Seeving sl
for Petrovich or [elirovie wodd

correet, and 1n boti isinnees o]
would be pronouiieed in the same wiy.
by =emnding the iich Borvian nDames
are all et when e smels Ggaed 1o
thein, but they are stranse and sHOCK-

ing when put inte the coitiuns of Eng-

1ishh newspapers.”

Goais Thnit Fizhit,
A species of the wild zoat. thie Canra

riappeli. haunts the rocks of the Abys-
sinian hisblands and manaszes to Lold
fts own as to flizht azainst all enclaies,

wiil: the exception of the fleel looted
jackal, an adversary whose co¢)ei
tive {acties and keenness of scen’ mn
fli::it unavailing and have led the ei-
pras to the conclusion that under cor-
i’ ecircumstances valor may be the
Letter part of diseretion. The yelp of
an approaching lhorde of jackals is
therefore a signal for instant rally on
t:¢ part of the goats. The nannies
crowd around their Kids, and the buneks
ruzh forward en masse, butling away
with a rage that lays out a ye.per at
every spring and makes the survivors

' stand back howling and cowering. #
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Every farmer knows thar
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some plants grow better tihan
‘others. Soil may be the same

and seed may seem the same
out some plants are weak and
others strong.

And that's the way with

children. They are like young
p-ants. Same food, same home,

' al o whi
e wt ] d strong while others stay

I thoungsht the |

same care but some grow big

small and weak.
Scott’s Emulsion offers an

1'
|
|
|

‘easy way out of the difficulty.
Child weakness often means
 starvation, not because of lack
of food, but because the food
does not feed.

Scott’s Emulsion really feeds
and gives the child growing
strength.

Whatever the cause of weak-
ness and failure to W—

Scott's Emulsion seems to find

it and set the matter

Bcott & Bowne, Chemists .
soc, and $1.00
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“I don’t know,” he said slowly. Then &
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