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WHEN KNIGHTHOOD
WAS IN FLOWER $

Or, The Love Story of Charles Brandon and Mary Tudor, the King's Sister, and
Happening In the Reign of His August Majesty King Henry the Eighth

sistency ‘made Henury very angry. 1
regretted that 1 could not go, but 1
promised Jane I would send Brandon
in my place, and he would answer the
purpose of protection far better than
'L I suggested that Brandon take with
him a man, but Jane, who was in
mortal Tear of Mary, would not listen
to it. So it was agreed that Brandon
' ahould meet Jane at a given place and
learn the particulars, and this plan was
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- carried out.

| Brandon went vp to London and saw
' Jane, and before the appointed time
| hid himself behird a hedge near the
' | private gate through which the girls
 intended to take iheir departure from

States and England.

CHAPTER VIIIL
THE TROUEBLE IN BILLINGSGATE WARD.

BOUT a week after Brandon's
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ceived and interest allowed at eur- and came very near terminating his ca-

reer in the flower of youth. It also
brought about a situation of affairs
that showed the difference in the qual-
ity of these two persons thrown so
marvelously together from their far
distant stations at each end of the lad-
der of fortune in a way that reflected
very little credit upon the one from
the upper end. But before 1 tell you
of that I will relate briefly one or two
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' other matters that had a bearing upon
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. what was done and the motives prompt-
e ing it.
Fu rn ltu re c o o To begin with, Brandon had kept
himself entirely away from the prin-

cess ever sinee the afternoon at the
king's antechamber. The first day or
' 8o she sighed, but thought little of his
absence: then she wept and, as usuaal,
began to grow piqued and irritable,
What was left of her judgment told
her it was better for them to remain
apart, but her longing to see Brandon
erew  stronger as the prospect of it
erew less, and she became angry that
it could not be gratified. Jane was
jehit: an unsatisfied desire with Mary
was torture. Even her sense of the
ereat distance between them had be-
eun to fade, and when she g0 wished
for him and he did not come their posi-
tions geemwed to be reversed. At the
el of the third day she sent for him
to come to her rooms, but he by a
mizhty effort sent Lriel! note
saving that he could not and ought not
to ro. ‘This, of course, threw Mary into
a great passion, for shie judged him by
herself, a very common bnt dangeroas
method of jndgment, and thought that
if Lhe felt at all as she did Lhe wonld
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throw prudence to the winds and come
to her, as she knew she would go to
him if she could. It did not oceur to
her that Brandon knew himself well
enough to be sure he would never go
to New Spain if he allowed another
grain of temptation to fall into the bal-
ance agninst him, but would remain in
London to love Lopelessly, to try to
win a hopeless cause and end it all by
placing his head upon the block.
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missed ' by selecting the w lf“-"h' It required all his strength even now
colorings, or buyimg paper tha to hold fast his determination to go to
dosan vuite harmonize wirth! New Spain. He had reached his lim-
thi a19 and furnisure. ©Our It He had a fund of that most use-
stock is large, new and wvaried. | ful of all wisdom, knowledge of self,
105 o ment vood and our Aand knew his limitations, a little mat-
ail v {1 1,:-:]:; Jdesigns ar ter concerning which nine men out of
here : choicest lines we ever ten go all their lives in blissless ig-
haod Worthy wall papers | DOTance,
at worthy prices. Mary, who was no more given to self
analysis than her pet linnet, did not
g Al P Feimmed Free of Cost. appreciate Brandon's potent reasons

and was in a faming passion when she
received his answer., Rage and huamili-
ation completely smothered for the
time her affection, and she said to her-
gelf over and over again: “I hate the
lowborn wreteh., Oh, to think what 1
- liave permitted!” It seemed only too
clear that she had been too quick to
zive, no very comforting thought to a
proud girl even though a mistaken one,

As the days went by and DBrandon
did not come Ler anger cooled as usual,
and again her bheart bezan to ache, but
Lher sonse of injury grew stronger day
by day and she thought she was be-
vond a doubt the most ill used of wo-
1.

The negotiations for Mary's marriage
with old Louis XI11. of rance were be-
ginning to be an open secret about the
court. 'I'ke Due de Longueville, who
had been held by Henry for some time
as a sort of hostage from the French
king., had opened negotintions by in
flaming the tickering pas=sions of old
Louls with descriptions of Mary's beau-
ty. As there was a prospect of a new
cimperor soon and s the imperial bee
had of late been making o most vele-
ment buzzing in Henry's bonnet, he
| eneonraneed De Loneueville and thougzht
it would be a good time to purchase
tlie help of France at the cost of his
beautifnl sister and a handsome dower.
' Mary of course had not been consulted,
 and although she had coaxed her
| brother out of other marringe projects
'Henry Pad gone about this as if he
' were In earnest, amd it was thought
| throughout the court that Mary's coax-
| Ings would be all in vain—a fear which
'ghe herself had begun to share, not-
' withstanding ber usual self counfidence,
She hated the thought of the mar-
riage and dreaded it as she would death
itself, though she said nothing to any
one but Jane and was holding her
We pride ourselves on our Ring| forces in reserve for a grand attack.
display, and we show them confi-|She was preparing the way by being
dently kvowing as well as can he ’| very sweet and kind to Henry.
that more value than we give would| Now, all of this, coming upon the
have to cost more money than we | heels of her trouble with Brandon,
charge. The Regulation Wedding | made her most wretched indeed. For
Rings, all weights, sizes and prices. the first time in her life she began to
pesides every conceivable combin | feel suffering—that great broadener, in

i of stones in engagement rings. | fact maker, of human character.
e 3 Above all, there wasean ularming

gense of uncertainty in everything. She
could hardly bring herself to belleve
that Drandon would really go to New
Spain and that she would actually lose
him, although she did not want him as
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| Flashes of all sorts of wild schemes
had begun to shoot through her anger
and grief when she stared in the face
the prospect of her double separation
from him, her marriage to another and
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yet—that is, as a prospective husband.

Bridewell.
They wouyld leave about dusk and re-

the countless miles of fathomless séa turn, so Mary sald, before it grew
that would be between them. She could ' gqrk,
endure anything better than uncer- |

tainty. A menacing future is the keen-
est of all tortures for any of us to bear,
but especially for a girl like Mary.

Death itself is not so terrible as the |

fear of it.
Now, about this time there lived over

The citizens of London at that time
paid very little atfention to the law
requiring them to hang out their lights,

' and when it was dark it was dark.

Scarcely was EBrandon safely en-

| sconsed Dbehind a elump of arbor vite

when whom should he see coming down

in Billingsgate Ward, the worst part | the path toward the gate but his grace,

of London, a Jewish soothsayer named
Grouche. He was also an astrologer
and had of late grown into great fame

teller,
His fame rested on several remark-
able predictions which had been ful-

the Duke of Buckingham. He was
met by one of the DBridewell servants

' who was in attendance upon the prin-
as prophet of the future—a fortune

filled to the letter, and I really think |

the man had some wonderful powers.

They said he was half Jew, half gyp- |

gy, and, if there is alchemy in the mix-
ing of blood, that combination should
gurely produce something peculiar, The
city folk were said to bhave visited him
in great numbers, and, notwithstand-
Ing the priests and bishops all con-

demned him as an imp of Satan and a |

follower of witcheraft, many fine peo-
ple, including some court ladies, con-
tinued to go there by stealth in order
to take a dangerous, inguisitive peep
into the future.

Mary had long wanted to see this
Grouche, at first out of mere curiosity,
but Henry, who was very moral—with
other people’s consciences—would not
think of permitting it. Two ladies, La-
dy Chesterfield nud Lady Ormond, both
good and virtuous women, had been de-

tected in such a visit and had been dis- |

eraced and expelled from court in the
most cruel manner by order of the
king himself.

Now, added to Mary's old time desire
to see Grouche, eame a longing to Know
the outecome of the present momentous
complication of affairs that touched
Ler g0 closely.

She conld not wait for Time to unfold
himself and drop his budget of events
a8 he traveled, but she must plunge
ahead of him and know beforehand the
stores of the fates, an intrusion they
usually resent. 1 need not tell you
that was Mary's only objeet in going,
nor that her heart was as pure as a
babe's, quite a8 chaste and almoest as
innoeent, It is equally true that the
o pronortion of persons who visited

PRSS,
“Yes, your grace, this is the gate,”
zald the girl. “You can hide yourself

' and watch them as they go. They will

pass out on this path. As I said, I do
not know where they are going. [ only
sverheard them say they would go out

“Ye¢s, your grace, this is the qgate.”

at this gate just before dark. 1 am
gure they go on some errand of gal-
lantry, which your grace will soon
learn, I make no doubt.”

He replied that he would take care
of that.

Brandon did not see where Ducking-
ham hid himself, bvet soon the two in-
nocent adventurers came down the
path attired in the short skirts and bon-
nets of orange girls and let themselves
sut at the gate. Buckingham followed

Gorcoele made his goothsaying an eX- | them, aml Brandon quickly followed
T4 thought of how wretehed | pim.  The girls passed through a little

i be owith Louis had put into | pestern in the wall opposite Bridewell
 thought of Lhow sweel House aml walked .'l':l.|=il”_"l|' " F'leet

Lo oot Brandon.,  Then eame | diteh, elimbed Ludgate  hill, passed
Brandon had beenr a0 Paul’s choreh, turned toward the river

poerent English noble | gown  Bennett hill, to the left on

clesped up, wil rainbow | Thames street. thee on past the bridge,

uned, the hope that he micht vetl, be rollowing TLower Thames street to the

Feason of his own great viroies, rise o
all of these
ut at the threshold of this far castle

alndl shie boconie Lis wile,

aeighborhomd of Mish street hill, where
they took an alley leading up toward
East Cheap to Grouche's honse,

It was a brave thinzg for the girl to

ciaiue knocking she thought that per
baps he did oot esre for her and bad  do and showed the determined spirit
deceived her 1o gain her favors,  Then that dwelt in her soft white breast

finshed with anger and swore to
Liersell she hated him and hoped never
to =ee hilis Foee again, And the castle
Caded and was waflted away to the
reshins of airy nothingness,

Al, bow people will sometimes lie to
tuemselves, and sensible people at that!

=o Mary wanted to see Grouche, first,
tarough curiosity, in itself a stronger
miotive than we give it eredit for; sec-
ond, to learn if she would be able to
dissuade Henry from the French mar-
riage and perhaps cateh a hint how to
o it, and last, but by no means least,
to discover the state of Drandon’s
Lheart toward her.,

iy this time the last named motive
wias strong enough to draw her any
whither, althougzh she would not ac-
knowledge it, even to herself, and in
truth hardly knew it, so full are we of
thinzgsgs we know not of.

S0 she determined to go to see
Grouche secretl® and was confident she
could arrange the visit in such a way
that it would never be discovered.

One morning 1 met Jane, who told
me with troubled face that she and
Mary were goimg to London to make
some purchases, would lodge at Bride-
well House and go over to Billings-
gate that evening to consult Grouche.
Mary had taken the whim into her
willful head, and Jane could not dis-
suade her,

The court was all at Greenwich, and
nobody at Bridewell, so Mary thought
they cawld disguise themselves as
orange girls and easily make the trip
without any one being the wiser.

It was then, as now, no safe matter
for even a man to go unattended
through the best parts of London after
dark, to say nothing of Billingsgate,
that nest of water rats and cutthroats.
But Mary did not realize the full dan-
ger of the trip and would, as usual, al-
low nobody to tell her.

She had threatened Jane with all
sorts of vengeance if she divulged her
secret, and Jane was miserable enough
between her fears on either hand, for
Mary, though the younger, held her in
complete subjection. Desplte her fear
of Mary, Jane asked me to go to Lon-
don and follow them at a distance, un-
known to the princess. I was to be on
duty that night at a dance given in
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honor of the French envoys who had |

just arrived, bringing with them com-
mission of special ambassador to De
Longueville to negotiate the treaty of

marriage, and it was impossible for

me to go. Mary was golng partly to
avoid this ball, and her williful per-

Aside from the real dangers, there was
enoungh to deter any woman, 1 should
think.

Jane wept all the way over, but Mary
never ilinehoed,

There were great mudholes where
one gank ankle deep, for no one paved
the street at that time, strangely
enough, preferring to pay the sixpence
fine per square yard for leaviog it un-
done. At one place, Brandon toikd me,
a load of hay blocked the sireets, col-
pelling them to squeeze between the
houses and the hay. e couid hardly
believe the girls had passed that way,
ns he had not always been abile 1o Keep
them in view, but had sciuethnes 1o
follow them Ly watching Buekingham.
He, however, kept as close as possi-
ble and presently saw them tarn down
Grouche's alley amd enter Lis house,

Unon learning where they Lad stop-
ped, Buckingham hurriedly toos him-
golf off, and Brandon waited lor the
wirls to come out. It secned o very
long titae that they were in the w vetell-
ol place, and dackpess hod well de-
seended upon  London  when  they
emerged.

Mary soon noticed that o man was
following them., and as she did not
know who he was became greatly
alarmed. The object of ler journcy
had been accomplished now, so the
spur of a strong motive to keep her
courage up was lacking.

“Jane, some one is following us,” she
whispered.

“Yes," answered Jane, with an un-
coucern that surprised Mary, for she
knew Jane was a coward from the top
of her brown bead to the tip of her
little pink bheels.

“Oh, if 1 had only taken your ad-
vice, Jane, and had wpever colue 10
this wretched place! And to think,
too, that I came here only to learn the
worst! Shall we ever get home alive,
do you think?”

They hurried on, the man behind
them taking less care to remain unseen
than he did when coming. Mary'’s
fears grew upon her as she heard his
step and saw his form persistently fol-
lowing them, and she clutched Jane
by the arm.

“It is all over with us, I know. 1
would give everything I have or ever
expect to have on earth for—for Mas-
ter Brandon at this moment.” She
thought of him as the one person best
nble to defend her.

This was only too welcome an op-
portunity, and Jane sald: “That is
Master Brandon following mns. If we

*

walt a few seconds, he will be here.,” f trail, and

Mucky it was or this story

And she called to him before Mary Wwould have ended here. Thereupon

could interpose.

Now this disclosure operated in two
ways. DBrandon's presence was, it is
true, just what Mary had so ardently
wished, but the danger and therefore
the need was gone when she found that
the man who was following them had
no evil intent. Two thoughts quickly
flashed through the girl's mind. She
was angry with DBrandon for having
cheated her out of so many favors and
for having slighted her love, as she
bad succeeded in convincing herself
was the case, all of which Grouche had
confirmed by tellinug her he was false.
Then she had been discovered in doing
what she knew ="¢ should have left
undone and what she was anxious to
conceal from ever: one, and, worst of
all, had been discovered by the very
percon from whou: she was most anx-
fous to hide it.

~0 she turned upon Jane angrily:
“June DBolingbroke, you shall leave me
as “soon a8 we gei back to Greenwich
for this betrayal of my confidence,”

Brandon thrust his sword into the
horse’s throat, causing it to rear back-
ward, plunging and lunging into the
street, where it fell, holding its rider
by the leg against the cobblestones of
a little gutter.

A cry from the fallen horseman
brought his companion to his side and
gave Brandon an opportunity to escape
with the girls. Of this he took ad-
vantage, you may be sure, for one of
his mottoes was that the greatest fool
in the world is he who does not early
In life learn how and when to run.

In the light of the sparks from the
sword stroke upon the wall, brief as
it was, Brandon recognized the face
of Buckingham, from which the mask
had fallen. Of this he did not speak
to any one till long aftegward, and his
silence was almost his yhdoing.

How often a word spoken or unspo-
ken may have the very deuce in it
either way!

| The girls were nearly dead from
| fright, and in order to make any sort

She was not afraid now that the dan- | of progress Brandon had to carry the
ger was over, and feared no new dan- | prineess and help Jane until he thonght

ger with Brandon at hand to protect

they were out of danger. Jane soon

her, for in her heart she felt that to | recovered, but Mary did not seem anx-
overcome a few fiery dragons and allous to walk and lay with her head
company or so of giants would be a upon Brandon’s shoulder, apparently

mere pastime to him. Yet see bhow
she treated him, The girls had stopped
when Jane called Brandon, and he was
at once by their aide with uncovered
head, hoping for and of course expect-
ing a warm welcome, DBut even DBran-
don, with his fund of worldly philos-
oplhy, had not learned not to put his
trust in princesses, and his surprise

wias  benumbing when Mary turned |

angrily upon him,

“Master Drandon, your impudence in | to speak your name,
We
Jdo not desire your company, and will | times.”

following us shall cost you dearly.

thank you to leave us to our own af-
(iirs, as we wish you to attend ex-

clusively to yours.”

contented enough.

In a few minutes Jane said: “If vou
can walk now, my lady, 1 think you
had better. . We shall soon be near
Fishmonger's Lhall, where some one is
sure to be standing at this hour.”

Mary =ald nothing in reply to Jane,
but as Brandon fell a step or two be-
hind at a narrow crossing whispered:

“Forgive me, forgive me. 1 will do
any penance you ask. I am unworthy
1 owe yon my
life and more—and more a thousand
At this she lifted her arm
and placed her hand upon his cheek
and neck. 8Bhe then learned for the
first time that he was wounded, and

This from the girl who had given | the tears came softly as she slipped

himm so wueh within less than a week! | from his arms to the ground.

'oor Drandon!

Jane, who had called him up and
was the eause of bis following them
began to woecop.

“2ir," said she, “forgive me, It was
not my fault. She had just said”
Slap came Mary's hand on Jane's
mouth, and Jape was marched off
weeping bhitterly,

The giriz had started up toward Liast
Cheap when they left Grounehe's, in
tending to go hoiwe by an upper route
and now they walked rapidly in tha
direction. irandon continued 1o fol

low them, pnotwithstanding what Mar
hiad said. and she thanked him and Dw
God ever after that he did.

They had been walking not more
than five minutes when, just as th
eirls turned a corner into a secludsd

little street, winding its way @
the fish warehouscs, four horse

passed Brandon in evident pursain o
tlie ., trandon hurried forward, Lt
Lofore lLie reachsd the corner i rd
cerenms of fright and as he tarned

to the street distinetly =aw that two o!
the men had dizmounted and were 117
ing to overtake the fleeing givls, 11
lent wings to their feet, ad, their iy
skirts affording freedom to their 1
they were giving the pursuers a wa
little race, screaming at cvery step s

the full limit of their voices., llow
they did run and scereau! It was |
moment till Brandon eame up wiih the
nursuers, who, all unconsciols 6
they In turn were pursued, did pot e
pect an attack from the rear. T!
men remaining on orseback shoud
au alarm to their comrades, Ll #o iu
tent were the latter in their pursoid
that they did not hear. One ol Gae d

ou foot fell dead, plereed througih o
back of the neck by Drandon’s sword
before either was aware of Ll

u ||'l'-

ence. The other turned. but was
corpse before he could ery out.
rirls had stoppedd a =hort  dista:

aliead, exhausted by their gdight, Mar
Lad stumbled and fallen, but Lad risen
aenin, and both were now
against a wall, elinging to each other,
a picture of abject terror, srandon
ran to the girls, but Ly the time he
reached them the two wen on horse-
bhack were there also, hacking away at
him from their saddles. Brandon did
his best to save himzelfl from being cut
to pieces and the girls from being Loam
pled under foot by the prancing horses,

' yu
e nIng

One of the men on foot fell dead,

A narrow jutting of the wall, a foot
or two in width, a sort of flying but-
tress, gave him a little advantage, and

up into the slight shelter of the corner

thus formed he thrust the girls and
with Lis back to them faced his un-
equal foe with drawn sword. Fortu-
nately the position allowed only one
horseman to attack them. Two menon
foot would have been less in each oth-
er's way and much more effective. The
men, however, stuck to their horses,
and one of them pressed the attack,

the horseman’s sword at last struck the

striking at Brandon most viciously. It |
being dark and the distance deceptive,

|
wall, a flash of sparks flying in its |

=he
wilked beside him quiectly for a little
time, then, taking his hand in both of
hers, gently lifted it to her lips and
Inid it upon her breast. Half an hour
afterward DBrandon left the girls at
Bridewell House, went over the
bridge where he had left his horse at
a hostelry, and rede down to Green-
wich.

B0 Mary had made her trip to
Grounche's, but it was labor worse than
lost. ©Grouche had told her nothing
ghe wanted to know, though much that
he supposed she wonld like to learn,
[le had told her that €he had many
lovers, a fact which her face and form
would make easy enough to discover,
He informed her also that she hoad a
lowbhorn lover, and in order to put a
little evil in with the good fortune and
give what he sald an air of truth he
ndded to Mary's state of unrest more
than he thought by telling her that her
lowhorn lover was false, He thought
to flatter her by predicting that
would =oon marry a very great prinee
or nobleman, the indieations being in
favor of tLe formwer, and in place of
this making her hiappy &#he wished the
wretched =oothsaver in the hottomiess
pit—he and all his prophecies; herself,
too, for going to him, IHis guesses
were pretiy shrewd—thag is. adwitting
he did not know who Mary w;
ghe at least supposed was the cu=e; so
Mary wept that night and moaned and
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It had added infinitely
the pain of which ber heart was al
ready too full and made Ler thorough-
Iy wretched and unhappy.

gone

LGrouche's,

[TO BE COXTINUED,]

ilal Ship Model.

The museam of the Royal United
Service institution, in Whitehall, Eng-
laud, hos a most ingeniously construct-
ed model of a ship which was made
by one of the Russian prisoners of the
Crimean war eutirely of tortoise shell
and bLone,

London's Workers,
at oue person in eighty of the work-
ers of London goes to chiurch.

Ned Sen.

The Red sea s for the most part
blue, 11 gets its name from the fact
that portions of it are covered by mi-
nute animaleules which dyve the surface
of the water red where they float,

The

A Fish Hospioml.
The public aguarium at

has a hospital for =ick lish, The most
fregquent tish trouble is fungus on
the head or tail, shown by a red spot.
Fish suffering thus are taken to a spe-
cial pool of disiaieetsd water and op-
eraied on with scissors.

New York

Fricd Mopse,

According an  old =uperstition,
fricd wiouse jg ~onsidered a specific for
gemallpog, while, on thn other hand, to
ent food which a mouse has nibbled is
gaid to give a sore throat.

Tl

Pepys” Lihirary,

'epys’ library at Magdalen college,
Oxford, remaing in the old presses
mentioned in the diary as having been
get up “to my most extraordinary sat-
isfaciion, so that |1 think it will be as
noble a closet as auy man hath.” There
are 5,000 volumes,

First to Climb Mont Mlane.
Jacques Balmat, a guide, was the
first wan to climmb Mont Blane. He
climbed it in 1786 and by so doing won

the prize offered by Horace de Saus-
Bure.

Where Drunkards Can't Marry.
In Waldeck, Germany, there is a law
which prohibits the marriage of any

individual who has the habit of over-
drinking, and once identified with the

habit ap inebriate must produce sufli-
cient proof of reformation to warrant
his recelving a license at any future
time. :
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