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| thenticated fact.”

“1 am wealthy, a governor of a prov-
ince and shall soon be promoted to &
better station. Since you entered the

" rude territory in the southern part of
. my government we have met frequent-

ly; we have been friends.”

“Yes,” replied Gordon, rather dubi-
ously, stroking his chin.
“When vyou needed
power protected you."

protection, my

But she won't have him for some rea-
gon. Sald they could never be roman- |
tic lovers or some such argument.
Couldn’t love him because she had|
known him all her life. Thought it
was easier to love a stranger, 1 sup- |
pose, who could bamboozle her.”

«And so It was broken off ¥

wThere was nothing to break off.
They were never engaged.
ply refused him. They are friendly

viadimir struck were tremendous. The
iron under his hammer bent and flat-
tened as the sparks shot like fireworks
to the far corners of the place. There
was a gay laugh on his handsome face
—a face that was almost childlike in
its simplicity and guilelessness.

“Oh, that will be a happy day, Papa
Paulpoff!” the young man said glee-

She sim- | gully, piunging his tongs into the white

fire and withdrawing a bar of iron.

at his surroundings.
The old woman, patient now under
the rebuke of Viadimir, stood waiting.
«This is not much of a place for suc-
cessful men,” sald Neslerov, looking
around bim.

“Ho! chuckled the old man. “You
have come too soon. See, nothing is
being done. We are about 10 leave this
place for a gpot nearer the railway.”

“Business is not good, then®”

his mustache, The words were not
heard, but the manner of the man did
not escape Papa Paulpoff,

“Who Is this—it is a beautiful wom-
an—but her name?’ asked Neslerow,
and his voice Lad turned suddenly
hoarse in spite of the effort to control
himself.

“I found a small picture one day aft-
er a party of nobles passed by,” an-
swered Papa Paulpofl.

Clsfirman. Seeretary.| ] believe you,” €aid Gordon, failing | when they meet—coully so. What cnuldl “What will? asked the old man “Oh. is it not?" said Viadimir, “W1I
o remember the time when he needed y " | s " A cond oo sz, on A swift glance of suspicion s
— e ———— :]w F["l:_”?pp;mnt rI:r ﬂ::‘ prince [ do? She had to have her own way.” | |ooking sidewise at his son, but contin- | one has a powerful friend to send the ' 43, oyes urﬂx':ﬂ,;:ﬁ.h::, ::i: t;,":.h:: :.:-Hﬂl':

“] merely express myself thus to re

' eall to you my friendship,” said the

“A prosaic friendship such as that is | ging his work.

not dangerons,” said the prince. “Have | «The day I can take

list?”’

you and the lit-

ironwork to him, it is easy to get along.
We shall have a fine shop and ten men

Paulpoff. DBut the old man’s face was
perfectly impassive.

[ your permission to enter the
“My permission is worthless,

' tle mother to a better home."”
“We have been happy bere,” replied

employed in the work. Instead of this
hovel my father and mother shall live

"

“I will buy this.

wNaw 1 come to the real er Name yvour price,”

prince. You

rand that brought me here. 1 love | pan ask Frances if you like, but it g1 gaid the prince. *“And I will buy tl
. : : o } : 1 Papa Paulpoff, looki ; : .
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