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alarmed about, as no self-respecting man or woman
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cent allowed for eash with order. Minimum
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Where the object is the benefit or convenience of
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Truth.—WATSON.

Thursday, February 28, 1929

«pPRIVATE” COUNCIL MEETINGS

We noticed last week in one of our exchanges
that a complaint has recently come out of Kirkland
Lake complaining that the Town Council of that
place excluded the press from one of its meetings
and held what was described as a “private” meeting.
The Kirkland Lake News resented the action of the
Council, but beyond putting up a kick about it, has
done nothing.

If we read the Municipal Act correctly, any
meeting of the Town Council that is held behind
locked doors, or doors closed to the publie, is illegal
and the Council can be brought to task for its action.
It is also illegal to exclude the press from any of
these meetings, and if the News had insisted on its
rights it could have demanded entrance and, being
refused. could have made it rather interesting for
the Councillors. Counecil meetings are public busi-
ness, of public interest, and the public cannot be
excluded.

A newspaper editor or reporter has at least the
same privilege of attending any Council meeting as
any other citizen. They simply cannot be excluded.
Usnally, the press has a special table supplied for
the reporters. We have known of reporters who
gave garbled or unfair reports of Council meetings
to be debarred irom occupying the press table, but
that was as far as the Council could go. They could
not prevent the reporter from attending the meeting
and reporting it any more than they could prevent
4 citizen from attending and making notes of the
proceedings.

It is onlv rarely that we hear of a newspaper
abusing a privilege at a Council meeting. Generally,
if a public body like a Town Council is fair to the
press, it is fair to them. There are some public of-
ficials who cannot stand criticism and this 1s usually
the cause of the trouble. Newspapers, and especially
the weekly ones, are no rubber stamp. They run
their own show, have their own ideas, and cannot be |
bullied into keeping quiet if they think they should |
speak out in meeting.

No. 2 Town Council cannot exclude the DPress, |
or anyv other citizen from its business meetings. o |
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COMPANIONATE MARRIAGES

The more the question is analyzed the less 1is
to be seen in this new idea from the United States
called the “companionate” marriage. It appears to
be little removed Trom the present system in vogue
in Russia, where very recently a couple were mar-
ried. decided they were not suited or satisfied, and
obtained a divorce all in the short space of twenty-
five minutes. Companionate marriage looks to us
too much like the method used in present-day busi-
ness. Anyv girl or woman, man or boy who would
submit to it are offering themselves on the under-
standing ~if 1 don’t suit after a trial, turn me
looge.” We do not think there is anvthing to be

would care to be wed on the “satisfaction guaran-
teed” principle, and even in the great United States
where the natives boast that they are willing to try |
anvthing once the better elass of its vouth are not
taking advantage of this new stvle. A companion-
ate marriage even there is unique and of suﬂ?icientf
rareness to still command a front page, two-column
head in the metropolitan newspapers.

This new idea will never command much popu-

larity in Canada but it is of interest to learn the
attitude of the United States Protestant churches
from 2 report recently issued by a committee ap-
pointed to look into the matter, and who spent a
vear's survey of the situation before making public
their findings. We give below the high lights only
of the report, which is too lengthy to publish in full:

The chief danger of companionate marriage is
that it puts sex desire firsi.

The growth of a cynical attitude toward love,
such as that which now appears in most current lit-
ertaure, strikes at our civilization.

The Christian ideal of marriage can make no
compromise with lax sex relations.

Divorce, even when allowed by the church, must
be looked upon as a tragic and humiliating failure.

The exrpediency at the present time of Federal
legislation for umiform divorce laws is debatable.

Too many pastors are careless about safeguard-
ing the marriages they celebrate.

The word “companionate” is so rich in meaning
that it should not be degraded by betng fastened to
a form of trial marriage.

Every church should be a kind of clinic to which
people might come for guidance, sympathy, friend-
ship, and the help of God.

Very early marrigges should be discouraged,
and runaway mMarriages should mever ve performed
knowingly.

The church appeals to “marrying parsons”—the

discontinue their traffic. The

formed without -question by the ministerial repre-
sentation of another body.

Qo far as we can see the present companionate
marriage is but a passing fad that the younger
peuplethgmselveawﬂlmmthmugh. They are
nothing new, as we have today people who are living
togetharaammmunlawmmﬂwifewhum
to get along very well.  This does not alter the
fact that they would have been as amicable had they
been married in the usual manner. A companionate
marriage means simply that two people decide to
live together until one of them gets huffed, and then
the ceremony is all off. This may appeal to the
younger element who are devising some means to
get a “kick” out of life, but as the years pile up
around them it is more than likely they will very
much regret that they were not married in accord-
ance with the laws of the land and the better class
of society so they could spend their declining years
at peace with themselves and their children.

TORONTO ASSERTED ITSELF

The elections last Saturday in Toronto caused
about as much interest throughout Ontario as in the
city in which they were held. Generally, it was
felt that the unseating of W. A. Summerville from
the Board of Control because his taxes were in
arrears when he was elected last New Year’s, was
rather childish. Legally, he could not be elected, but
the greater number of the people in- the province
felt that this was but another instance in which
“the law is an ass”. Evidently the electors in Tor-
onto shared the opinion, for they elected Summer-
ville by about 10,500 votes over his nearest oppon-
eni. :
Municipal law is a funny thing. Ii will unseat
a man for being in arrears of taxes, but counten-
ances the holding of a seat on the Gouncil Board by
2 man who owns no property at all. In a few years
there may be a law passed that will require a non-
property owner to show that he is not behind in his
rent, his hydro bill or his car payments before he can
be declared eligible to hold office. As the law stands
at present it is hardly fair to the property owner.

REFORM YOURSELF

The world at present is full of reformers but
they do not seem to be getting anywhere. Perhaps
it was alwavs so, but they were not noticed for the
possible reason that their business was not run on
the same commercial basis as it is today. The most
prolific reformer has been by all odds the one who
pointed out the defects of religion in the orthodox
churches, and was starting out on a campailgn to
invent one that was, to use the term of a well-known

advertiser, “100 per cent pure’. _
We were rather interested in an answer given

by the Rev. W. A. Cameron to an inquirer about the |

scripture passage in Proverbs which says that the
man who sees only things far away 1s a fool, and
compares it with the verse in Second Peter where it
is stated that the man who can see only things that

| are near is blind.

These satements are both ftrue, gqeeording  fo
the Toronto divine, who points to the foilv of having

| one’s eves in the ends of the earth and not seeing

the things that are near 1Is illustrated often in
matters of personal ambition.

This folly is often seen in certain types of re-
formers. They go about preaching the universal
brotherhood of man—an excellent doctrine, but they
forget that it would mean each man being a real
brother to every other man, and that they must
begin with themselves and with their neighbors.
“Nothing is mors absurd,” concludes Rev. Cameron,

| “than the way in which some people advocate the

universal brotherhood by being cantankerous and
snubby to everybddy about them.”

The big trouble with the average reformer lies
:n that he wants to reform you to _his manner of
thinking and is peeved and crabby if vou have a
mind of vour Own.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

We hope the signs of Spring, s0 evident -the
fore part of the week are not a premonition of back-
ward weather. When Spring starts to spring we
want it to keep springing and not take springhalt.

We notice that our old friend, Eddie Allan,
sporting editor of the Mail and Empire, Toronto,
and a former resident, has been going great guns in
the big curling bonspiel at Toronto. The rink on
which he played captured the Ryrie-Birks trophy
last Friday, and in on Monday were successful
in winning the Royal York trophy In a bonspiel that
lasted over a week. In the Star, Lou Marsh says:
«Eddie Allan, sporting editor of the Mail and Em-
pire, says that from now on he is going to have a
good time.” Just leave that to Eddie—he will have
a good time anywkere, even when he has to work.

Southampton votes on hydro on Tuesday, March
11. It is nobody’s business but their own, but we
would advise them to “watch their step” before they
vote the hydro out. A well known car manufactur-
er carries an advertising slogan, “Ask the man who
owns one” as his conclusive evidence of superiority.
We would say to Southampton, or any other mun-
cipality voting on Hydro: “Ask the town which has
it”” Power and light users both in Canada and other
countries have had experience with the private and
public interests. Southampton voters, in our opin-
ion, and after a thirteen-year experience with On-
tario Hydro, will make the biggest blunder of their
lives if they fail to carry Hydro.

' Stinson.

! to be aming us, and may she speedily
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Committee also recommends discipline where per- “Mulock :
o g : (Our Own Corresp )
The last paragraph appears to us to be the im- has boen a resident of Bentinek town-
portant one. The “marrying parsons” are a nui- mfﬁwpﬂ:mm' passed away
sance to the church and a danger to the youth of the at her home here Sunday, February 17,
land. Thumunynfmmizg&isammm at one o'clock after an illness of somo
one and for an ordained minister of any church to | months. She was & patient sufferer
make a business of it, in the meaning of the term mm’mmﬂrﬂdfﬂw
. which we intend, does not speak very well for his her daughter, Margaret. Among @
Christianity or his sense of duty to his fellow-men. ;ﬂﬂﬂfﬁiﬁﬂgﬁmwl
Thisisnfmtureufthel‘mtgstantchumhthat for her hl'i;ht-. cheerful mﬂnﬂ
ahnuld_badultwith.andm Anglican and Roman |{gnq one whose life was filled with
Catholic clergymen always have been very partic- good deeds and kindness to all in need
u]armthe:nininﬂ:togetherﬂfdiwmﬂpwle,md them. It is however, in the homeé
we have known cases where marriage which has by the bereaved husband and
been refused by the former church has been per- ter that loss will be most
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since. This union was blessed with a
family of three sons and one daughter,
two sons who died in infancy, Arthur
of Crichton, Sask. and Margaret, at
home. Besides the bereaved husband
and family, five brothers and three
sisters also mowrn her demise, Peter
and Matthew Warren and Mrs. H. L
Kirke of New Westminster,*B.C., John
of Rouleau, Sask. Allan of Pickford,
Mich., Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Anthony
and Joseph of Palmerston. One sister
preceded her only last December.

Until coming to Bentinck, she was
a member of the Palmerston Anglican
church and since has attended the
Baptist church, Mulock. She has been
a faithful member of the Ladies’ Aid
since organized in 192C.

The funeral, which took place from
the home to the place of interment in
Durham cemetery, was attended by a
large number of friends and neighbors.
Rev. H. Crickington officiated at the
house and grave. In his sermon he
paid a warm and glowing ftribute to
the departed friend, alluding to her
noble and womanly character: a faith-
ful wife, loving mother, devoted
friend and a patient sufferer, filled
with a Christian spirit worthy of emu-
lation. Two favorite hymns of the
deceased were sung, “Safe in the.arms
of Jesus,” and “Shall we gather at the
river”. Many beautiful floral tributes
were banked upon the casket bearing
sient testinjory to the respect in
which the late Mrs. Lunney was held.
The flower bearers were Howard, La-
verne, John McCallum, Melvin Adlam,
John McDonald, Clifford Honess, Ar-
chie McCuaig, Keith Lunney. The pall ’
bearers were Messrs. Thomas and
Spence Hopkins, Neil McCallum, Reg-
inald Sharpe, Findlay McCuaig, Joseph
Porter, Ivan Walker, and Thomas |
To the bereaved ones upon
whom the shadows of sOITOW, desola- |
tion and loneliness now fall. we extend
deepest sympathy. ;

Mr. and Mrs. Neil McLean, Sask..
and son Neil Dcuglas, were guests at |
the home of Mr. Donald McDonald. |

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin%
Brown was opened to about 50 mem-
bers of the B. Y. P. U. on the even-
ing of February 13, with Mr. Geo.
Brown, the president, in charge. After
the usual opening exercises, the main
part of the evening was occupied By
progressive crokinole, which was in-
dulged in and enjoyed by all. The
ladies’ prize went to Miss Sarah Mc-
Lean, while Mr. John Coutts captured.
the gentlemen's prize after several
interesting contests. Lunch was Serv-
ed and candy passed around. At the
close Mr. John- McDonald moved a
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. and
Mrs. Brown and George. which was
seconded by My. Elton Adlam and res-
ponded to by all members. The meet-
ing closed by all repeating the Lord's
prayei. '

The many friends of Miss Mary Mc-
Callum are pleased to know she is able

recover her usual health.

Skating by the young people of
Mulock and Ebenezer is indulged in at
the open air rink at Mr. Fred Torry's.
All report having a good time.

Mr. Reg. Sharpe is attending juror |
duties in Owen Sound this week. l

W are pleased to know Mrs. Philif
McDonald is able to be home after her
recent operation for appendicitis in
Durham hospita! recently.

Glenelg-Council

Council met February 9th with the
members all present and the Reeve in
The minutes of last meeting were
read and adopted as read.
Communications from Dr. Carefoot
re indigents (held over); from Mr. T.
S. Cooper a statement of receipts and
WHMIM

-law 710, providing for expendi-
ture on roads and bridges for 1929 was

passec.

of Mrs. Scott, deceased.—Carried.
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ADMINISTRATOR'S SALE

of the Estate of

' : sale by Public
urer accept the sum of $6.31 balance | Joseph Sealey offers for
due from Holland re town-line work | Auction at the HAHN HOUSE, DUR~

aryt}it.heTrea:;urerhemﬁDEI’Fﬂﬂ

appointmeént be amended accordingly.
—Carried. ;

Wright—Boyd: That this Council
offer a reward of $100.00 to the person
or persons who kill the first wolf and
¢50.00 for the second wolf when proof
is furnished that said animals Were
killed within the Township of Glen-

McEKechnie—MecGirr: That Mr. W.
J. Hewitt be donated ¢50.00 for keep

Council: adjourned to March 2 1929.

and Fifty-nine, bo e
. Concession, East of the raxa
and that By-law providing for his e T hip of Glenelg,
County of Grey. On the property is a
good brick house, stable and well. The
property will be offered for sale sub-

ject to a reserve bid.
Terms of Sale as Follows:

Twenty per cent of the purchase

pricetuhemidduwnnnthe date of
cgle and signing of agreement. The
balance in fifteen days.

Dated at Durham this 22nd day of

| February, D.A. 1929.

For further particulars apply to

H. H. MacDONALD, Clerk. LUCAS & HENRY, Solicitors for the

HYDRO WORKMEN
HAD BUSY NIGHT

Short Circuit in Transformers at Sand
& Gravel Company's FPlant Put
Hydreo Out of Commission Early on
Tuesday Morning.

The Eugenia hydro system Was
dead west of Durham about an hour
early Tuesday morning but with the
exception of. the nightwatchmen and &
few night workers not many Knew

between 2 and 3 o'clock and the local
hydro men., Messrs. W. Munro and C.
Elvidge had 2 busy time until morn-
ing.
The break in service was caused by
a short circuit at the Sand & Gravel

Administrator, or 10 HENRY ECE-
HARDT, RR. No. 1, Priceville, Admin-

istrator.
J. O'NEIL, Auctioneer.

This Weelf_s)—
SPECIALS

Ladies’ Silk and Wool Hose,

Reg. $1.00, per pair .....69%¢.
Ladies’ colored cotton Hose
Good, heavy quality ... .25¢.

Ladies’ House Dresses,

plant in town, when the high wind |
played havoc with the lead-in lines on
the 22.00C volt service, burnt off an in- |
sulator and did some other minor |
damage. While the interference wz:r.:‘-l
not sufficient to kick the switch ai the
power house, it was heavy encugh to
let the operators know thar somethin: |
was wrong and the local hydro men |
were arouse¢ and the power shut ofi|
while repairs were made. For a few |
minutes it was 2 brilliant sight down !
at the plant. and one would have im-|
agined that the whole southern end of |
the town was on fire. |

The damage done was small, how-|
ever, and was soon noticed by em- |
ployees of the plant who arc warkingi
at nights in order to keep up with their
shipments of stone. |

-— |

Drug Store Clerk (excitedly): “Oh,
sir, there's a Scotchman out there who
wants to buy ten cents’ worth of poi-
shc;; to commit suicide. How can I save

on y

The Boss: “Tell him it'll cost twenty
centa.” /

DON'T

AD!]SSIOR:

MISS IT

“Cranberry Corners”

A COMEDY-DRAMA IN 4 ACTS
presented by the .

A0.T.5. Clas of Quee . Usited Churc
in the Town Hall, Durham

Friday, March 8, 1929

at 3 p.m.

An all-local east of twelve persons

Adults 35¢.  Children 25c.

Gingham, each ... 89c.
Clover Leaf Cups and

Saucers . ST || 1
Plain white Porridge Dishes,

- PO P e

Carbolic Er:rafr. 5 bars for . 25c.

Dor’t buy a2 Radio |
until you see the
NEW VICTOR

It is all eleciric and will be
much lower in price.

Radios, . all will agree, have
been tco high priced. The Victor
is the first to break the ice and
are coming out with a real
machine at 2 big reduction.

WfIT FOFE IT!

‘The Variety Store

R. L. Saunders, Prop.

PHONE 4 DURHAM

Plan at Variety Store
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SOCIAL EVENING BY B, y
The Baptist Young Ppeo
held a social f?'.l-ll_._n-r-.l'.-:
of the Union and con
Monday everung, ,.a
able evening was ;1}{1-‘:
seemed o eniov :
announcea that the :
full part in the evening:
should satiend dressed in a4
costume and ac & recul M
now aﬂ:“;:_'..‘ '.,;,'F-;_J_.-lnl:” ,- :
thirty years ago was res = .
the attic, gave the zatherin:
medieval wppearance and =
hj.hrit_" ol the occasion
The meeting onened
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