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FUNNY FINANCING

In another column in this week's issue of The
Chronicle we publish quite a lengthy letter from Mr.
W. Calder giving several alleged reasons why the
ratepayers of Durham should not vote YES on the
High School Addition question to he placed before
them on Monday. Frankly, we do not think any of
My. Calder’s “reasons” will be taken very seriously

most assuredly they will not if the reader peruses
his letter carefully and enlightens himself on the

real facts of the case.

On Nomination night in the Town Hall, Mr.
Calder attempted to draw a herring across the trail |
by stating that the High School Board were not sure |

what they wanted, that they were wrong in 1915 and
that it was altogether likely that they were wrong on
the present occasion, They asked for $15,000 in
1915 and came back to the Council asking for $5,000
more. but it was refused. Mr. Calder was not fair
enough to tell his hearers that it was in 1913 that
the High School question for Durham was first
spoken of. It was in 1914 that the matter finally
came before the Couneil, and the bylaw carried in
January, 1915, The High school was built that year.
It was not explained to his hearers that between the
time of the estimates and the time tenders were
called for, the Great War had broken out. Labor be-
came searce, prices on all building materials went
sky-rocketing and it is no mystery or wonder to the
most of us that the School Board could not, in 1915,
keep within the estimates on a plan made in 1913.

At that time Mr. Calder was Reeve, and the
main man in the attack to prevent the School Board
getting the extra $5,000. He was the man in the
Council who was responsible for that body refusing
to submit a bylaw for the amount, and when a
mmiing of the ratepayers was called, he took the
platform and ridiculed the Board.

Even then the Board cautioned the people
that they; were not doing the right thing, and it 18
with no “I told you so” attitude that The Chronicle
said editorially that we should build for the future
and predicted that the building as authorized would
be overcrowded in not more than ten years. The
High School Board was right in 1915, not wrong,
as Mr. Calder contends. He was wrong in 1915, and
he is again wrong in 1926,

Mr. Calder argues that we are voting on a by-
law which, if carried, will cost us $44,000, interest
and all included, in 20 vears. This is hardly fair.
It is true that this will be the total cost of the de-
bentures in that time. He has either wilfully neglect-
ed or forgotten to take into consideration that dur-
ing all this time the town will be receiving quite a
considerable grant from both County and Province.
Just what these grants will amount to exactly can
not be reckoned as it will depend upon just how
many country pupils will attend the school. If the
school is there, however, there need be little fear
that it will not be taken full advantage of. Country
residents in the vicinity will not be foolish enough
to send their children greater distances to other
towns when they can get the same advantages nearer
home. The same argument can be used if the bylaw
does not carry. Country people will not be foolish
enough to send their children to a half-equipped
school in Durham when they can go a few miles far-
ther and secure a Grade 1 institution. Ihstead of
the High School addition costing $44,000 in 20 vears
a4 nearer figure would be approximately $15,000 over
the whole period, and not this much if the school is
kept up to the proper standafd and country pupils
made known its advantages.

Mr. Calder speaks of renting or buying the
Armory for school purposes. There is no evidence
that either one of these propositions could be put
through. Supposing the town did buy It What
would it cost? We think it would be dirt cheap at
2100000, Then the Education Department would step
in and insist on an improvement in the lighting ar-
rangements. The present windows would not do at
all. The lavatory requirements are also very strict.
Where could they be placed? Then there is the seat-
ing to be looked after, blackboards to buy, an addi-
tional caretaker to look after the building. Frankly,
we think this proposition would cost the town close
(o 820,000, probably much more, and then, what would
we have. The best imagination in the world cannot
picture this arrangement a success.

Mr. Calder estimates that the proposed addi-
tional four rooms would entail an extra expense of
24,500 annuallv. He grants that the Board might
get an additional grant of $500. Taken from tha
84,500, this leaves a net $4,000 increase in mainten-
ance. This he adds to his other estimate of $9,000
annually for the present school and says that iIn
20 vears the school would cost us over $120,000.00!
Is he serious, or joking? He does not explain why
he makes an estimate of $9,000 a year for upkeep
on the present school, and fails to acknowledge thai
of this $9,000 the County and Province pay over 60
per cent. of the cost. If he is willing to allow an
ertra grant on the £4,500, surely he knew that there
was a grant from both County and Province on the
£9,000 required to finance the present four-room
school. .

Mr. Calder's well-known “economy” cry is also
placed in the limelight. He appeals to the ratepay-
ers to save their money and pay off their debts, or
else go in for the erection of a new Town Hall, a
waterworks system, or paved streets. Is he sincere
in his ¢ry for economy? Personally, we don't know,
and would like to be enlightened. Everyone knows
Mr. Calder’s stand on the waterworks question. In
his opinion, two years ago it was unnecessary. Last
Monday night he referred to it in the same manner.
Now, he ushers it in as one of the town's necessities!

Two vears ago he worked tooth and nail a-
gainst the waterworks bylaw. It was snowed under,
because the ratepayers believed the cry that the
town was not in a position to stand such an expendi-
ture, and besides, we must practice economy. It
was not long after that that the matter of a Town
Hal! was before the Council and Mr. Calder favored,
even sponsored the erection of a $20,000 T Hall.
Then the pavement question came up. H:.'%aldu

that, too.

_ There is no need in saying otherwise than that
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Durham is in need of both a Town Hall and a paved
street. And a waterworks, too. But which of the
three is the most necessary. Which would the aver-
age ratepayer sooner have—a waterworks system and
fire protection, with modern conveniences in every
home—something that would be useful to the indi-
vidual ratepayer every day of his life,—or a paved
street or town hall? Evidently it was the intention

to keep up to our well-known records in the matter

of economy—put in the paved street and then tear
it up again to put in the waterworks,

 Personally, we don’t like to get nasty, but we
think we are perfectly within our rights in saying
that the 1915 Town Council and those at the public
meeting who voted with them, are tne cause of con-
ditions as they appear today. There is no use In
mincing matters. Had the Council given the ques-
tion the consideration it deserved, had Mr. Calder as
Reeve of the town used his foresight and supported
the request of the School Board for that extra $5,000,
our High School today would have been graded as in
first position and there would have been no necessity
for the Board coming before the peopie for years to
come, if ever.

The School Board is placing the matter betore
the people in as fair a manner as they possibly can.
The necessity for an additiom to our High School is
quite apparent. The Board is in constant touch with
the Education Department. They know what is go-
ing to happen and have the facts and figures to prove

' it. The whole question has now resolved itself into

an argument of Government facts vs Mr. Calder’s
opinions. Many citizens of the town opposed the
question at first. An examination of the facts as
in the possession of the High School Board have
conviaced them favorably and they will vote “Yes”
on the question. Not so with Mr. Calder. He took a
stand against the building of the addition at the start
and he has never changed his mind. « He has never

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

asked to see the figures or infermation in possession |

of the High School Board. How, then, can he be ex-
pected to be fully enough informed to give advice to

the electors on how they should vote, or how or what |

r may ex if the byvlaw carries? "e do ' ; -
they may expect if the bylaw carries We do not 'spent the holiday with her people

wish to appear to say that a man should not have
an opinion®on the matter. But we do say that , the
opinion of a man who doesn’t know the details 1s
not worth very much.

|
]
]

with the former's . daughter, M

Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Hopkins, of
Egremont spent Christmas with her
varents, Mr. and Mrs. John Kerr,
‘arney.

Misses Florence and Jeanello
Kerr of Madawaska and Chifford,
respeetively are spending the holi-
day at Varney with their parents,
Mr. and Mrs, John Kerr,

Mr. and Mrs. Finley Graham of
Montreal are spending the holiday
season with Mr. and Mrs. W. Calder.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Duggan of Flint,
Micli.. spent the hoeliday with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Charles Petly,
Normanby,

Mr. Wilfred Barbour of Cache
Bay, New Onlario, 1s holidaving
with his parentz, Mr, and Mrs.
Robert Barbour, in Egremont.

Mr. George Dunn of Moose Jaw,
Sask. is visiing with his grand-
parents, Mr, and Mrs, W. Laidlaw.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hay and
family of Winnipeg are - visiting
with his brother near Dromore.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Marshall
of Rowlev, Alberta, are spending
the winter here with _his mother
and sisters,

Mirs, James Hepburn has returned |
from an extended visit at Sanford|
Maine, with her daughter, Mrs, E.|
Ackroyd. |

Dr. and Mrs. D. B. Jamieson and |
family spent  the holiday at her
home at Southampton, :

Mrs, Peter Rewd, Sr., and daughter |
Miss Jessie Reid, spent Christmas |

I's,
Jack Rawv, at Dornoch,

Miss Donalda MecEachern of the
Publie School stafl is spending the
holidays  in New York amd other |
Ameriean eities, _

Me. and Mrs., Wilfred Thompson

at Dundalk,

Mr. and Mrs. McKnight of Wel-
land County, spent over the week-
end with her parents, Mr. and

The School Board was justified in the attitude it | Mrs, Ramage, al The Review offiee. |

took in 1915. Myr. Calder opposed them. The condi-
tion of affairs in 1926 proves this, for they are in the
shape the School Board said they would Dbe. News-

paper files of that date will bear us out in this latter |

statement.

Ratepayers should bear in mind that the School
Board is not arbitrary in its attitude, They are giv-
ing the plain, unvarnished facts, which may be seen
at any time. The School Board is not attempting to
tell us how to vote. They are merely telling us the
conditions under which our school is functioning. As
in 1915, they are warning us. If we need that warn-
well and good; if we don’t, then the blame be on our
own heads. As financiers, Mr. Calder and his sup-
porters guessed wrong in 1915 and the chances are
that their powers of prophecy have not improved.
The School Board was right in 1915, and it is up to
the ratepavers, under these circumstances, to decide
who is right today.

Mr. Calder's appeal is made to those whom he
thinks are not favorable to higher taxes. It is gen-
erally conceded by others than those on the School
Board that taxes will be higher if the bylaw does not
carry than if it does.

There are other financiers interested in Durham
other than Mr. Calder, and they are heavy taxpayers,
too, but their interest in the town in which they are
heavy employers is not measured on the amount of
their taxes. These two largest employers of labor in
our town know that the town with'the educational
advanages is a lot better town than one without. They
know. too, that labor is easier to obtain, easier to
hold and more contented in a town with superior
school advantages than in one with only a mediocre
educational system. Read this telegram from Mr.
John E. Russell of the Durham Stone and Sand Co.,
received at The Chronicle office on Tuesday:

Toronto, Ont., Dec. 28, 1926
To The Chronicle, Durham, Ont.

We heartily approve of the movement on for
addition to the Durham High School. Expenditures
of this nature effect additional prestige upon the
community at large.

(Signed ) DurHAM STONE & Sanp Co., L1D,,
Jno. E. Russell, President.

And here is another statement from the Durham
Furniture Company :

Durham, Ont., Dec. 29, 1926

The Directors and Management of the Durham
Furniture Company, Limited, as the largest contrib-
utors toward school taxes in the town of Durham,
wish to go on record as being in favor of the passing
of the High School Extension question, to be voted
on next Monday, January 3, 1927.

We believe that this addition is necessary if the
educational facilities of the town are not to be im-
paired and would regard the defeat of the question
at the polls as a calamity.

(Signed) DurHAM FURNITURE COMPANY, LTD.,
P. Gagnon, Managing Director.

Surely the opinions, financially, of such strong
companies as the Durham Furniture Company and
the Durham Stone & Sand Company, should count
for something, especially with those who hold a few
paltry dollars in the way of voting for something
they dec not approve of. If the taxes are to be con-
sidered ahead of the benefits to be derived, then one
would think these companies would oppose any addi-
tional expenditure in that line. Whether we care to
admit it or not, the town with a poor school is a poor
town in more ways than one, and Durham citizens
may-find this out to their sorrow if they are not
careful. The big mistake was made in 1915, What
could have been built then for $5,000 will now cost
$25,000. Mr. Calder and those members of the Coun-
cil who opposed the additional grant stand therefore
guilty of the charge of having cost the town a cool
$20,000 just because they lacked foresight. It was a
big mistake, that one in 1915, but it cannot be
helped now. There is no-use crying about it. The
only thing that can be done now is to see that the
same mistake is not repeated on Monday. Vote YES
on the Bylaw.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
A Happy New Year to all.
* o *

*

We have turned the corncr—the days will soon
commence to linzthen out pemfp“b]y'u
" k]

’Eir'nte “Yes” on the High School Addition ques-
tion. A vote in the “Yes” column keeps the tax rate
down, makes Durham a better town to live in, and
retains her prestige among the
m province. Vote “Yes” and

it early next Mon-

.

gressive towns of

Messrs, Arthur amnd Harold Ram-
age of the Thornbury Review-Her-
ald, spent Christmas at the parental
home here, |

Mr. J. H. MeCloeklin of Trenlon,
manager  of  the  Standard  Bank
hranch al that place, 15 visiling his
Fuw'nl:a. Mr. and Mrs. K. T. MeClock-
1.

Miss' Mayv Meglocklin of Toronto
teaching stafl, is spending the holi-
davs with her parents in town,

Me, and Mrs, David J. MeGarrell
and son William, of Toronto, visit- |
od her parents, Mr. and Mrs, W,
Frwin Sr. her  brother, Mr., and
Mrs, W. Erwin, Jr., over the holi-
day. Mrs. MeGarrell returned Lo
Toronto Tuesday, but Mr. MeGarrell
is remaining for a few days,

Mr. and Mrs. W. Heughan amnl
daughter of Milverton visiled over
the holiday with her mother, Mrs,
J. A. Aldred, here. Mrs. Kennedy |
and Mrs. Edwards of Shelburne, |
with their husbands, also visited |
their mother here over the Imli+|u_\‘!_
S¢ason,

Mres, . E. Hevwood of Toronto is
visiting with her parents, Mr. and
Mrs, W. JJ. Lawson.

Mr. Brock Grant, of Welland,
Misses Edith and Allie Grant of
Toronto, Mrs, A. 8. Muir and son of
Cevion, and Dr. and Mrs. Lynn
Grant of Walkerton, were holiday
visitors with Dr. JI. F. Grant and
Mr, and Mrs, D. McLean.

Mr. and Mrs. E. D. MeCloeklin
wire  in Toronto  over GChristmas,
visiting their son Llovd, and the
former's brothers and sisters,

Mr. W. Vollett wag home f{rom
Toronto over Chrislmas,

Mr. Erben Schutz of the Royal
Bank Staff, Montreal, spent the
holiday with his parents, Mr, and
Mrs, J. Schutz, here,

Mr. Ernest MeGire of the Gall
Collegiate  staff, is  spending  the
holidays with his moiher and sis-
Lers in Lown.,

Mr. .. H. Darling was Iin Simeog

over the holiday. \

Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Cook spent Lhe
Christmas season in Toronto visit-
ing relatives, i

Messps., (0 MeLachlan and Harry
Krezs woere home from New Onlar-

 sister, Miss AL L.

some particular vear, but the num-

|or eight any particular year, There

o for Christmas, relurning to their |

duties on Tuesday,

Mr. Willet =nell  of Toronlo iﬁi

holidaying i Lown,
Mr. Archie King spent the week
end at his home at Woodstoek,

Miss Chrissie  MeGirr ol Parry |

Sound i= visiling at her home here,
Mr. Fd Kearney was  home [rom
Harriston over Christmas, |
Dr. C. E. Wolfe of Toronlo spent |
the holiday in town visiting his
parents.

Mre. W. Peilty of Sireetsville
visited his parents in town during
the past woek,

Miss Margaret Lennox of The
Chronicle staff, spent Christmas al
her home in Mount Forest,

Miss M. Angevine visited over
week end with her brother at Nia-
gara Falls.

Mr. Donald Graham of Sault Ste
Marie. Mich., and Miss Adeline
Graham of Toronto, visited the par-
f-g::lla] home over the Christmas per-
1041, .

Mr. Charles Hutton of Theresa,
Qqsk. is visiting his mother, Mrs,
Isaac Hutton, for a few weeks,

Mr. and Mrs. John Smith spent
Christmas with their son, Mr. and
Mrs. Murravy Smith at, Brighton.

Mr. and Mrs. James Livingston
of Detroil have been  visiting with
the latter’s parents, Mr. and Mrs,
Wm. J. Hewilt, and other friends in
town, over the Christmas holiday, |

They returned to their home in De- |

troit on Tuesday morning.

Mr, J. P. Whelan of Hamilton came
to Durham Tuesday night on a visit
with his mother, Mrs. T, R. Whelan,

Miss Marjory Firth of Owen Sound
spent Christmas wilh her parents,
Mr. anidl Mrs, Hugh Firth,

Mr. John Davidson was home from
Toronto over the week-end, visiting
his mother and sister here,

'Mr. and Mrs. H. 8. Jackson, and
Dﬂr_ﬂlh:{. who visitled with Mrs.
Jackhson's parenls, Mr. and Mrs, E.

= ﬂ_ -

W. Limin, over the holiday, left
Monday for Otlawa, where they
will reside,

Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Pearce and
daughter Ottilie, of Stratford, wera
Christmas vigitors  with Mr. and
Mrs. E. W. Limin. PERE P

Mrs, Ed. Toben of Detroit 1s vis=
iting with Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Limin.

Mr. Harold Shaspe of Toronto
spent the weck-end at the parental
home here. He was accompanied
back by %is brother, Irvin, who
will visit in Toronto for a few
days.

Mr. and Mrs. Georgs Sharp and
Mabel of Guelph spent Christmas
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs,
John Backus, Mr. Sharp returned
Saturday, Mrs. Sharp and Mabel re-
maining over until the New Year,
visiting friends in and around Dur-

ham.

Miss M. Petty, Matron of the Royal
Alexandra Hospital, Fergus, vigibed
her parents, Mr. and Mps. Charles
Petty, for a couple of days this
week. |

‘Miss A. Plely, teacher, Toronto, 1s
spending her holidays with her par-

T ; -\..\"'i‘_.j:i' -

Therefore il is well that every a1
payer should know the cost o .
pmpoud bylaw. IL is proposco o
issue $25,000 of debentures .
with intenest will mean i o o
about $§4000. A fairly good .
mo . but this is only 1.
part of it. Exira teachc:.

taking, heating and light: .

cost & mueh larger sum, -

words it will eost about & 20
ally to meet the debentures ang ),
terest. The present High -ctoo
four rooms Is COSUINE  Us Doy
$0.000 a vear for mainteina 1
an additional buildmmg the =an

ig erected and maintained, -

50 per cent of the present cos

not be tog mueh to apply 1ol
£4.500. It is contended thal
additional grants would be poe
These are alwavs problematicn
changes are laking place yeariy. 1
guppose we say thal an additio
S0 would be received, 1L we
mean a vearly maintenance of =i
or in all 86,200 vearly, or in 20 vea
over S120000. Assuming thal
”HHI'P:-' are correct, or |u-|:'||;ti|-. Faie )i
the mark, whatl does 1L medan (o {lvin

ents. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Petly, in
Normanhby.

Mr. and Mrs. D, Allen and nephew |
Earl MeKechnie, spent Christmas al |
Markdale. the guests o  Mr. :uui;

Mics M. McKenzie of Toronto, is| .
Liwvererinwided, IT so, it Tortunatoi

Mrs. J. W. Lvons.

spending the  holidays  with  her
Mackenzie, and |
other friends and relatives in Duar-!
hiam.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re High School Bylaw

To the Editor of The Chroniele:

Dear Sir—Believing that the same
prominence has not been given Lo
facts and figures against the bylaw |
that has been given in favor of it, 1]
am writing (kis letter to the rate- |
may  be  eonsidered impartially. |
There is perhaps no person discuss- |
ing the byvlaw who does not believe
that il is essential that every hoy
and girl living in the town or in the
surroundine country should be Ziv-
en a good fair education to 1l l'm-I
child to meet others on an equal
bhagis. and I believe nearly all will
acree that our Publie school  and |
High school as al present sifnated |
is capable of doing this il practi-
cally applied. The argument given |
in favor of the bylaw is to establish |
Fourth Form work to fit the pupil |
for more advanced education, aim-
ing al matriculation and university
training. In the town or altending
the High school there may be a few
who would take up this work in

her will always be comparatively
small. not more, T believe, than six

must be a limit to our educational
aspirations at some point or olher,
Our town has a small population,
about, 1,600, and we cannol expect Lo
have the same facilities op advant-
ages that larger towns have, which |
have a population of three, five  or]
fen thousand, We are at the present |
time spending nearly 8200000 a year
on education. Can we afford to
spend four or five thousand more?!

To QOur Friends

property  holder? = 1T vou are as-
apgsed &500, the exira rale wionlid
Le 8 or 10 mills, or £ (o &5 vearly
{ assessed 1,000 vour exira taxes
would be 8 (o &0 wearly, or
&1 500 asscssment €12 (o 815, It e
also contended our High arhool 1=

HHF-FJI'II\ {hal o ool DUng, R IT

Armory, provided with good ntil
ation. heating and lighting, and

present very little used, eould eith
ITE |-l||'r'l|.'!'-l‘+i or renled [or a Lime

1 oie a well® nown (el that T

tendanee of pupils fluetuales and i

{wo or three vears we may  hav
fewer pupils attending or il & gredl
or number were attending 1L wotlld
hen be a reasonabile Lime 1o look {0
further accommodation. Tha  1ow
reUires many  improvements s
as streel paving, new own ha

walerworks, and sewernge system |

| pavers of the lown se that both sides ! we conld afford il. We have a &

benture debt al present ol S85 (60
including  guaranteed  debentores
Can we afford at the present Line
to take on an inereased taxation, bul
ralther would it not be betler
wait for a few wvears until some o
our present debt was paid oll an
then take on new obligations?  ©h
taxes are very high at pre=end 11
the ratepavers wish Tor an inmereased
taxation vole Tor the bylaw, if on 1h
other hand vou went some of th
present  indebtedness paid ofl and
fake on gome other improvements
which cannol be delaved, vote
gainst the bvlaw, which seems 1
measonable and sensible thing to
Thanking vou, Mr. Editor,
vour valuable space, T am,
Yours truly,
W, CALDEN

—_—-———
BORN

Caswell.—In Glenelg, Deeember o
fo Mr. and Mrs, J. Caswell, a son.

—————————————————

CARD OF THANKS

The Rev. Johin E. Pelers wishes |
thank all those whe have by word
deed expressed - and  shown  the
svmpathy with him in the sad by
pavemen! that has come to him U
Christmastide,

|

in the past, we wish you the compliments of the

season sincerely trusting that the New Year will

bring you greater happiness and prosperity than

you have ever enjoyed before.

REPAIRING

- T
J. S. Mcliraith othe Cash
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Durham, Ont.

Cash

il il s ol e il ol e o Bl e

McKECHNIE MILLS

¥

*

A Happy New Year

Optimism, in the true meaning of the word, may well be
accepted as a ruling principle for the New Year.

Authentic business statistics bear out the fact that Can-
ada has entered a period of prosperity hat is basically soui.d.

This is not an idle wish based on necessity but a positive

reality with decided assurance

_ And so our old time wish—centuries old—we repeat
with all sincerity, may the year 1927 be to your and yours

one of Health, Happiness and

¥

J. W. Ewen & Son

Phone 114
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of fulfilment.

Prosperity.
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