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PIONEER LIFE :
IN GREY COUNTY |

stock and sold it vn
was about twenty years in the cal=-
tle trade and while in it, I took
charge of stock on a cattle boat that

Constable Cook of Ceylon writes of the Early Happen-
Grey.---Personal Experiences of Well-Known
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) ~ Reident Ave Reiated g Aot sl { b
L ted. England. There were two ave always
" cattle and two hundred sheep. It|and have had _
was no small job reeding and wa- |seeing the hotel banished from our

community.

“About thirty years ago, I built
a brick block in Ceylon, the front
part for a general store, the back
for a living room and the upstairs
for bedrooms. My wife and daugh-
ters carried on the store. But soon
sorrow entered our home. Our only
son, Thomas, who was a brakeman
on the C. P. R. for about five years,
and one night his train got stuck

tering them every day. I was re-
lieved when they were unloaded.

“Coming back our boat carried
three hundred boys and girls from
the Barnardo home. We sometimes
had lots of fun witn them. We had
them wrestling and playing games,
and in every way, we tried to make
the trip pleasant for the poor little
homeless waifs. We had church
service every day at 2 o'clock and

vest. Imagine a boy of fourteen
cutting all the grain on the farm
with a cradle! We usually had one
and sometimes two days threshing
with a machine, The first grain
eradle we had was made by Mr.
Thibadeau, who lived near the Irish
Lake. It was a good one and did
us many a vear. Whool was much
needed for mitts and socks, and the
strong home made eloth and flannel.

(me of the early pioneers of Grey
County, Ontario, few are left who
remember the varied experiences of
those bygone davs, Circumstances
have ehanged as the years rolled on,
and we are now surrounded by coms-
forts and eonveniences Lhal were
not dreamed of in the middle of the
last century.,

Attracted by the prospect of free
land, many who in the old countries
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bers of the American R
their second annual “ge

. The wing covers, however, spots make this insect easily dis-
:i:-emgright. Breddt;gh copper bronze. tinguishable. Should you find suc,
There are two white spots on pach |a beetle in your locality, send a
side of the abdomen. The brilliant | specimen and statement as to its lo-

hered forest. This was their future| him while he walked and drove | had as=zes with two large baskets Our youngest daughter, Clara, died those  oscillating
home which had in the proeess of | the oxen, so we lost one half dav|ealled ereels hung aeross the asses’ {1 months before her mother, -_]lll}* which radiale @
time and hard work to be trans-| of a man team and boy (o deliver | haeks. I also saw four women coms- 9, 1916, leaving my daughter, Millie, receplion,
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never owned a home came with| My father got his two sheep sup-|g dance and concert at night. in a snow bank, and he was sent hi jon to the 0. A. C. '

their families across the sea not|posed to be ewes for breeding. When|  gafore 1 left England, T went to guard the rear end of the train. coloration and the porder of white | cation . A The aftair = |
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Manyv of these had never swung an, wether which he sold for five dol-| qav there at a plwce called Clomas. caught a severe cold from which he Eﬂ: }H‘Hu :”:.! !']'.'.:‘ Iy

axe or felled a tree. After a long
sea vovage and a rough overland
roule  they arrived at their new
homes,

Om the narrow road just n[lFI‘IE“ril
by the government, they halted be-
fore a thickly wooded, heavily tim-

formed into smooth  pasture land,
green meadows and waving fielols nl',
grain. This was their task from
which they did not flineh.

One of these herdie ploneers wWas
Mr. R. H. Cook of Cevlon, H||,1.'|.|‘|n_|
whose father came atl nineteen vears

lars to a buteher in Durham to be
delivered at Ritehie's School house
for he could not get hiz wagon any
nearer to our home., When the day
came for the delivery, my father
tied the sheep's legs and put him on
the jumper and put me on to hold

one sheep, The other raised two
lambs every spring, so we soon got
a tine flock of sheep.

“My father had the first frame
harn on the line, taking out all the
timber and shingles himself with
very Hitle help. A man named Ros-

H g - l‘ - - -
of age to Bytown, since Ottawa, and | well built a sawmill at what is now

enaged with a lumber merchant who
also kepl a general store—a Me,
Copeland with  whom he wirked
geven vears and, Jacob like, married
Mr. Copeland's daughter.

Then he moved to the township
of Trafalgar, to learn farming. Ro-
bert. though voung, remembers
friends coming to sav goodbyve when
they were leaving Ottawa.

From Trafalger, the family moved
to the township of Glenelg, Grey
County, and settled on a bush  farm
being lot number seven on the sixth

known as Havward's Falls. A man
named John Martin formed it., The
day of the raising, he was hurt by
a fall, so John Travers saw it put
up but found the rafters three
inches too short, Bul then we got
lumber nearer home,

“In those dayvs, cattle had to hunt
a living in the woods where in sum-
mer there was rich herbage. Many
a long hunt we had to-find and
bring them home. 1 remember one
morning, my mother got me up on
hearing a fearful noise among the

I attended church and saw three
Anglican students ordained. It was
a good service, In that village, the
honses were all roofed with thateh.
I got warmed by a peat fire, I saw
about fifty women cutting turf in a
bog and men taking it away. They

ing .into town sitting on the bottom

of a ecart drawn by an ass about the
size of one of our colls, They had
baskets of butter and eggs and all
seemed happy. The Irish people all
seemed to be enjoving life, T asked
one of the men that was plough-
ing why he put one horse ahead
of the other. He asked what other
wayv could it be done? T explained
to him the wav we did it in Can-
ada. “Why,” he said, “sure no horse
ecould work that way, and how eould
a man drive them?”

“T spent several days in Liverpool
and was equally amazed at the way
thev hitched their horses, [ saw
as many as four horses hitched one
ahead of the other to a dray wagon
loaded with one hundred sacks of
flour and meal equal to five tons, The
dray had tires six inches wide and

never recovered, and later passed
away. Some time after, my daugh-
ter, Mrs. Cushnie, died, leaving two
children and her husband. In 197
my wife, who had been in declining
health for a long time, went o
before, leaving us sad and lonely.

and myselfl alone in our home. About
two years ago, I suffered a bad at-
tack of flu which has left my heart
in bad condition. Life is lonely for
us, hut we try to be cheerful and
enjov life as happily as we can.’

Mr. Cook has told his story well
and truly of early pioneer life, and
now in deeclining vears, he and his
daughter, Miss Millie, live on in
their eomfortable home in Ceylon or
Flesherton Station. Truly they keep
open house for their many relatives
and warm frends. With ample
means to hie to warmer climes, they
are sometimes tempted, but home
ties are strong, Perhaps the strong-
est bond is the beautifully kept plot
in the Flesherton Cemetery where
the loved ones are sleeping.
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DURHAM BUYING STATION

WANTED!

Poultry, Eggs,
~ Wool, Hides, Etc.

HIGHEST MARKET PRICES
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preached a sermon on the roadside,
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Seeing no one on the road, we lefl
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pathy in the recent death and bur-
ial of their son and brother, the late
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