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STATUTE LABOR SYSTEM
IS OBSOLETE

Modern Roadways Must Be Built and

by Modern Methods.—
Maintainag LY e pry

S0 Impressicns
llo:l. l:ll]:ing Here Last Week.

Tie meeting of township officials
and reoadmakers in the Publie Li-
brary son Wednesday of last week
was all teo briefly referred to :n
our '=¢* issue, This was cause] ay
the lack of time and space al our
dis osai. This week we shall en-
dec o to continune more fully the
ari ‘1o on a matter that is, we think, |
of . reat importanee to every miimi-

¢ip 2lity in the province loday —the
ehoapest method of making roail-
wio < thalt will stang up under the

o fons modern traftic eonditions

demand, : |
an introduetion, it may be

- ——

during

work in this nejghborhood
Jhe eoming summer. Ho is a prac-

tical road man, and his address was
tilled with good suggestions as (o
the building and maintenance ol
roadds. During the season, he will
be a frequent visitor through this
soction in his tour of inspeetion,
and there is no doubt that his ad-
vice, as well as that of his depart-
ment, will be a valuable help in the
work being done in this section of
On.ario. - While we have no fault
to find with municipalities that vot-
ol on and retained the statute labor
system, or with those who have as
vel taken no aclion in the matter,
the present governmental svstem
looks like the proper one to us. We
prediet that the next few years will
soe statute labor abolished through-
out all of Ontario. Readbuilding and
maintenance cosis too mueh money
todav to allow the work to be done
in a haphazard manner, and the on-

Iv wayv in whieh the back roads of

the townships ean be placed in shape

po ted out that it would appear

L those Lownships whieh _|IE"¢"IEI-L
ol s+ lo relain their statula labor |

~lomaintain their roads arei; study of the

for present day demands is by a
proper svstem of workmanship su-
perintended hy men who have made
country's reqguire-

g actmg in the best interests ﬁfim-‘ul.-: and who thoroughly under-
(et community, Under presectday | siand their work.

vral e requirements, s syslem s
entirely  inadequate to  Tulfil
aecdds of the travelling publie. 1t
ix (rue that the main arteres car-
rvine Lhe through or fourist trals
fic are becoming prelly generally

the |

i cove d under the Provineial High-
W aml  County Road systems,
O ide of these roads, however, ev-
er lownship mumeipality has many |
mile2 of road for whieh they ar® en-
tive Iy responsible. There are many |
mi = of these roads, especially thosa |
lez: ing to markel eentres, butter or |
cheese factories within the lown- |
ships that are called upen to earry)
as heavy, if not heavier traffic than
some of the county roads., bul as
their importance 1s purely local,
thev cannot well be incorporated m
an organized eounty or inler-coun-
ty syvslems.

In view of these facts, the Pro-
vincial Government has seen lit o
increase the government subsidy on
township work from twenty Lo thir- |
ity per cent, and thai on the salary |
of a compelent superintendent, from
forty to fifty per cent. It would ap-
pear to be lalse eeonomy on the part

of anv municipality not to ;;_1.-_:1'.1
themselves of this assistance, " |
government, we understand. has

definitely  withdrawn their, assist-|
anee and eo-operation from those |
municipalities which are operating |
unider the statute labor svstem, |

We  understand also that these |
townships which are laking advan- |
tace of government aid are free (o
avail themselves of the adviee ‘and
assizstanee of the districlt engimeers
from the Department of Publie High-
wavs in their township undertak- |
ine<. The experience and counsel |
of these men who are moving aboun
eontinually  throngh the  varions |
municipalities throughout the prov-
inee. should be a valuable asset to
have at their disposal free of charge,

Fhere are several defeels in the |
prineiple of statute labor as a means |
of attending to the road neads of af
community whieh present  them-
gelvies foreibly to the mind of the |
average obhserver, !

Firere is no uniformity either in |
the method of eareving onl the work |
or i Lthe supervision. With fifty or |
sixiv palhmazters in charge of as}
many beats, vou are more than hike- |
v to findd as many different methods |
of going aboul the job. :

It i= an expensive method of do-
ing the work. Any one who I|:-1-'|
taken the opportunity to observe |
the average slatute labor gang at |
work will al onee remark the ab-
genee of any svstematic supervision |
of the work. The gravel is dumped |
promiseuonsly, and if the work 1a|
erading. more than likely the sods |
from the side of the road are heaped |
ap in the centre of the driving space |
and left for traffic and weather to
tevel down. 1

An honest dav's work 15 nol as a|
general rule  obtained from the |
workers, The avepage pathmaster
i« nol going (o antagonize his neigh= |
hor with whom he is working for
the sake of getting an extra load of
gravel or a full ten=-hour day from
every man on the job. If this path-
master were a contractor., he would
see that suech were the case, olher-
wizr the ".hﬂ'l[li nind |u'« Inh]-
erated on the work. The same would |
in charge

lahorer

apply if the work were ,
of a capable foreman or superintend-
ot He would demand a full dayv's
work for a davs pav. The men|:
woiulil not  be “working for thel
King.” an expression commonly used
for the performance ol 2tainle |0-
hor hul wonld be working for a eefr-
L vage per hour or per day alil
i il i I. wT1TIENT Ty DEriorm =efr=
VI L Lhal n

e work is usnally performed al
i mvenience of the farmers, re.
eariless of whether ib iz the lime
mo=t =nitable for the performoanes
of the work Probably at a bime
when the road ia most in need of
Aarten LT, mda One i= avall vhle or re-
sponzihle for taking eare of it and
eondition of the road and the com-
! inil convenieneg of those 115-

ine it are entirelv negloeled,

it prevents the undertaking of any
sv<tematic plan of mprovement. |
The work is too mueh seatiered, |
and practically only whal mav be |
termed  emergent situations in the |
wav of improvement
care of. No progress in the general
betterment of the roads can be made
In faet, under present-dav eondi-

tions, it wonld appear that many
roads, if left entirely dependent on

statute labor for their wupkeep,
would deteriorate insteagd of im-
prove,

While The Chronicle does not pre-
lend to know all about roads and
their building, we think the above
impressions, gleaned from listening
to the address of Mr. Hawes at the
meeting here last week, as well as
from other sources, dre well worthy
of consideration. Mr. Hawes is the
Distriet Enfnm of Municipal Roads
and will likely be in charge of the

— i - ————

The Boy Scouts’
Column
EDITED BY GREEN PLUME

Hikes

The outdoor enthusiasis  of  the
I'roop have again commenced the
wepekly  hikes, Troop Leader Ted
Clark, Scouls Ernest Neaves, Royden
Connor. Erie Clark and Thomas
Brown built a very fine flag-pole at
the Troop Camp on Mr. John Me-
Gowan's property. The pole is about
twenty feet high and was made of
two cedars spliced. A signalling
competition was the feature of last
saturday's  hike. Scouts Wallace
MeGowan and Chfford Moon were
the winners, The Troop Lthen gol
busy with supper.  Some of the
mothers of the Troop would be very
muech surprised if they knew how
adept their young hopefuls are be.
coming with a skillet.

Good Friday Hike

The Good Friday overnight hike
i= off. The weather has been cold,
amed 1l is likely thal some ol the
Troop would come back with eolds
aid o,
ning a big day at the Roeky. Look
this over and don't fail to be there:

930, Assemble at s, Ms offiee,

9:45.  Inspection,

O:50, Move off for the Roeky.

1050, Arrive al Camp and rest
o minules,

11:05. Flag LHITL (Owls  vs,
Heavers

11:50. Prepare dinner. Eaeh fel-
low musl have somelhing to cook.

Bring flour, soda and salt for “twist’,
vegelables and meal  Tor Hunters'
=lew, or meal and “spuds.”

1:00, Signalling instruetion,
Bring tlags,

24K, sSmugglers over the border

wls vs, Beavers,

3:00, Bridge-building, by the S,
M. and T. L.

p o0, Heme., Sweel Home.

If this laoks goad to vou, be on
hand, Full uniform and equipment,
pots 20yl frving pans, matches and
grub. Let's go.

Camp

With the line spring «avs and

wood weather, a Bov Scout’s thoughta

just naturally turn te the joys of
camp. FEvervbody 1s beginning to
think of White Cloud ggain. The
SM. and the biggest part of the
Troop will be on hand again., In
fact, the 8.M., is seriously consider-
ing gelting in a few extra ‘licks’ by
going to the Gilwell Training Camp
at  Ebor Park—near Brantford—in
June, It is our ambition to have the
higgest and best Troop in camp this
Vvear.

Weekly Meetings

The weekly meetings are coming
along a Little betler. Some more en-
thusiasm is trickihing into them, and
it 1s eneonraging to the S M. Lo see
the inereased interest.

Inspection
Every fellow in the Troop is urged

to be out in full war-paint on Wed-

radav, April 15th, when the Field
Seepretary of the Provineial Associa-
tion will be in Town to inspeel the
Troop. Mr,

has seenn 8 lol of Troops.

wn,”  The Seoulmaster wishes o

Instéad the =S.A5. 15 plan= |
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~ 0.T.A. Amendments
Th (w;ﬁmwmw ﬁoﬂﬂ‘
@ 0 g
als for the amendment of On-
tario Tem e Act have been an-
nounced. They contain nothing that
could now be regarded as sensation-
al, the people having become long
since accustomed to the idea of
stronger beer. The government
ersists in regarding this stro

er as a non-intoxicant. Hon. Mr,
Nickle, attorney-general, while ex-
plaining the proposals, declared that
the government in authorizing the
stronger beer, was respecting the
O.T.A., for the increase in alco-
holie content from 2% per cenl prool
lo 4.4 per cent did not render the
new beer intoXicating. Nevertheless
the intention 1s to restriet the sale
of the 4.4 beer in a way that the sale
of tae 2% per cenb stull is not re-
stricted. 1L must not be sold to peo-
ple under the age of 18 years, and
1t must not be sold in hotel bars. It
may also be sold by elubs, restaur-
ants and cafeterias for consumption
on the premises, It may also be
suld by grocery stores, but for de-
livery only and not by the glass. It
woes nob appear that it will make
mueh difference, so far as the effect
i1s concerned, whether the beer is
swallowey]l al a table in a hotel or
at a bar; but, no doubt, the govern-
ment wants to keep itsell free from
even the suspicion of doing anything
that might lead to the restoration
ol the old-time bar,
One of the proposed amendments
would reduce the number of pre-
scriptions for liquor which a doctor
may issue in a month from 50 to 30.
Iheoretically this proposal is open
to the objection that the government
s undertaking to branch oul into
the practice of medicine, Aecording
to the O.T. A, no intoxicating liguor
—except native wines—can be legal-
Iy sold exeept for medicinal pur-
poses.  But if the liquor is required
for medicinal purposes, should not
the doctor be allowed to be the judge
of how mueh is needed? As a mat-
ter of practice, however, the gov-
ernmentgtakes the ground that there
1s far too mueh drinking of strong
liquors in the provinee and that far

| oo mueh of the potent stufl sent ont

from the dispensaries is used [lop
beverage, rather than medicinal pur-
poses,  The government's proposal
of a remedy is to offer stronger heor
i the hope that it will take the
place of a good deal of the whisky
row consumed: to restriet the issu-
Iz of doctors’ preseriptions and to
make things so uncomfortable for
the bootlegger that he may become

disgusted and quit  the business,
Gompulsory prison sentences are

provided for the bootlegger, in ad-
dition to fines, The government has
taken strong ground on the neces-
sity for suppressing  illicit traflfie
and in this matter, at any rate, it
will have the sympathy and support
of publie opinion, t

Curious Changes

(stratford Beacon-Herald
It is pointed out that the 12th of
July will come on the eleventh this
year, or at least the Orangemen will
walk on the eleventh,
It may be inleresting Lo nota that
iIE 1t hadn’t been for a Pope of Rome,
Pope Gregory XIII, the Orangement
mighl we walking on July 1st. As a
matter of fact, the Battle of the
Boyne was fought on July 1st. What
says the old ballad? *“July the first
n Old Bridge town, there was fought
a grievous battle,” And the anniver-
sary would naturally still be Julv
the first, if Pope Gregorvy had nov
come aleng with lns reformed cal-
endar, putting the elock on 11 davs,
=0 thal the first became the 12th,

[t may be even more interesting
to consider that if it had not been
for another Pope of Rome, the one
who helped King William to win the
battle of the Boyne, the Orangemen
might not be walking at all; there
might even be no Orangemen.

But, of course, il is too lale lo
do anvthing about it now,
— T

PLUMS FOR CANADA

“Comparalively  few people gel
zood plums to eat, especially in the
fresh condition, and the export trade
in plums, whalever it mav be in the
future, is practlicallyv nothing at the
present time,”  writes W. T. Ma-
coun, I'ominion Horticulturist.,
“Tho plum has nol been as profita-
ble to grow in Canada as some other

ay he wanls any lellow who possi- |

by eon to order his uniform immedi-

atiely [ not sooner—so that the
reop will presenl a more unit-
form”  appearance  on  inspeetion
nizhi.

il —

And That's That
There were three  of them—AnN

Foelishman, an Irishman and - a
<cotsman; and thev had been dis-

L eussing the relative values of their
'respeclive nationalities,

“Well, well.” said the Englishman,
who was bent on an amicable solu-
tion of the question. “I'm proud of

can be taken |being an Engishman, but if I were

not an Englishman, T would—well,
I would be an Irishman.”

“And sure,” replied the Irishman,
quite ready to return the compli-
ment. “If T were not an Irishman—
I would be an Englishman.”

“And now, what would you_be if
yvou were not a Secotsman?’ con-
tinued the Englishman, addressing
the Scot.

“What would I be if I were not a
Scotsman?” repeated the latler.
“Weel, if T werena' a Scotsman—ah,
I wad be just dem weel ashamed o’
mysel’!”

— e e

One-half the world doesn’t care a
hang about the other half's

't

fruits,”  eonlinues Mr. Macoun,

“But with a eareful selection of var- [looked for day when the ehild at |
] vl ieties angd good eare, it will be found | the age of 18 is free from the an- |
|'4I1_"a_:' I'. Jones has ||:’t|’r||'n rive fairlv cood returns. In 'hose 1 “”“'”.V of the “Home"-

vide experience in Seoul work, and| parts of Canada where the European | drew frem one exasnerated
_ =0 turn | plums do not sueceed, the imnroved | worker
in full uniform and show some | pative and American vari®ies have | mail-order nlacemen!s are an ahom- |

been found very profitahle”

A new bhulletin vy =W, T. Macoun,
Gentral Experimental Farm, Oltawa,
13 now in the press and will vary
shortly he ready for distribution.
This bulletin deals with every phase
of plum culture and, among other
valuahle features, gives a complete
list of the wvarieties recommended
for the different paris of Canada,
from Prince Edward Island in the
east to British Columbia in the west,
There is also a deseription of the
varieties included in the list just
mentioned, This bulletin, entitled
“Plum Culture,” (No. 45. New Series)
whieh is perhaps the most complete
of its kind yet issued by the de-
partment, will ke sent free on apnli-
cation to Publications Branch, De-
partment of Agriculture, Ottawa.

e ——
Not What She Wanted

A negro woman of mammoth pro-
nortion: and inky complexion was
in an automobile accident. She was
transported to the hospital. where
she soon regained consciousness.
The doector, seeking to comfort her
a bit, said to her: “You will un-

scandals. | now. What Sh wante e ropmeges

doubtedly be able to obtain a con-
siderable amount of d Mrs
Johnson,” " said Mrs
Johnson. “What want wif dam-
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Pangs of the public conscience
occasioned by the wiple tragedy last
vear of the suicides of two “home
boys” in Ontario and the unneedful
death of another in the West have
compelled a number of tardy inves-
tigations of that vast transplanting
system which has, in the last fifty

years, brought to Canada from the

old land, more than 75,000 depend-
ent ehildren and juveniles, says
Marjorie Bradford, B.Se, Social
Serviee Council of Canada. Those
investigations have revealed some
facts which are startling in their
import, and the economic and social
consequences of our Juvenile Immi-
gration which have at last forced
themselves on public attention make
it. inereasingly imperative to justify
the very existence of @& syswem
which, at best, violates the mosl
fundamental prineiples om modern
social service,

Social workers in this new land,
who have been trained to regard the
breaking up of the home as the lasi
expedient among social remedies,
who generally concede that even a
medioere home for a child is prefl-
erable to an institution and that if
instititional life is inevitable, 1t
should be patterned as closely as
possible after that of the normal
home, naturally view with alarm the
operation of a system which is
based upon the separation of a child
from both home life and home land.

How are these children selected
for migration overseas? An en-
lightening report of the Overseas
Settlement Committee of Greal Bri-
lain furnishes information of value
on the methods of selecting ehiildren
for migration overseas and the
sources from which they are drawn,

The whole system is in the hands
of a group of volunteer societies
working with the recognition and
approval of authorities both in the
old land and the new. Some of these
societies exist only .for purposes of
migration, others are children’s
“homes” which undertake the mi-
gration of groups of the children
who are under their own care, or
sometimes, groups of children ree-
ommended by Boards of Guardians,
Juvenila Employment Commitlees,
authorities of Industrial Schools, So-
eielics or Homes for Poor Children,
school feachers and relatives and
friends of the children. These chil-
dren would, therefore, inelude *Poor
Law Children” who have come “on
the rates” through poverty or other
failure of the home. children who
have been committed to industrial
achools for offences and orphans or
under-privileged children  whose
home cireumstances are unsatisfac-
tory for one reason or another,

The above mentioned report de-
seribes  the  “selection  sieves”
through which the prospective child
immigrant must pass, the final in-
spection being made by the Super-
intendent of Emigration for Canada,
resident in London, notwithstanding
this proeess on the other side of the
waler, the children are examined in
the usual way when they reach the
Canadian ports. One wonders how
it ecan be possible that of 200 such
immigrants who have becomo known
to various institutions in the city
‘ol Toronto, 115 have been reportea
as mentally subnormal, that 77 have
heen diagnosed as low-grade defec-
tives and that 3, now confined in
one of our mental hospitals, have
heen pronounced imbeciles  from
birth!

Of eourse, the other side of the
story musl not be forgotten. Most
of us know desirable citizens of
Canada who have come to our shores
as Juvenile Immigrants and many
have done remarkably well. TI'he
cshoeking ecases of failure whieh
have come to light must be regard-
pd as the pereentage of failure of
the svstem rather than its normal
produel,

On the other hand, we in Canada
must confess to having welcomed
these children not always from the
most altruistic motives, Among the
stories of a happy voung immigrant
now eslablished as “one of the fam-
ilv.” there are too manyv tales of
pmbitterment. and heavy lifeless ho-
dies as a result of labor ton hard for
a crowinge hov or zirl, of nnhapni-
ness areravaled by ecareless placing
or unsympathetie and infreanent in-
aneetion, and of the wild rebhellion
of throttled instinels on that lone

the oxelamation:

| ination unto the Lopd!'™

Try Our

i PILOT FLOUR

None PBettor — Prien Redueced

Roled O-ts Nat Flakes
Standard Oatmeal

Pinhead Oatmentr ror Babv
Chicks—Nothing hetter fop
first feeding,

Bran, Shorts, Pat and Heavy
Chor, Crimped Oats and
Poultry Feed

A ecar of 1923 S!andard Re-
cleaned Secreenings, @ per
7 RS e

4 Digester Tankage, cwt., $3.25

Chopping and Oat Crim
Every Day ying

AT McKECHENIE'S MILL

J. W. EWEN & SON
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ET HALF-
AIM TO ETLLION FROM TOURISTS

) (Financial Post,

The tremendous possibilities of
the tourist traffic as a Canadian in-
dustry arve illusirated by the fact
that the ecentre of population for
aulomobiles in the United States 18
in close proximity to the Canadian
border. According to information
compiled by the Canadian Depari-
ment of the Interior, 6,680,000 aulo-
mobiles. or 43 per cent of the
total number of pleasure cars owned
in the United States, are owned in
stales bordering on the Greal Lakes,
while 7.370,000 or 47.5 per cenl are
in states contiguous to Canada.

These facts are astounding! They
mean that Canadg has at her very
doors probably 30,000,000 potential
tourists, an inereasingly large nume-
her of whom will visit us annually
I.r W I'ﬂkf" l-hl' I.Ii“!“n]m :..-_h'l-ll_l-u'i. by dlie=
velop this indusiry. In the pas!, we
have had no definite national paliey
in this connection, Separvale mwuan -
cipalities, principally near the bor-
ders. have endeavored to atlracl
tourists, Apart from these unco-or-
dinated attempts, nothing serious
has been done

It has been estimaled by the Na-
tional Parks Board that the toqurist
trade , brought $136.000,000 info the
| country in 1923. A press despateh
| states that the indusiry was worlh
more Lhan £200,000.000 to France last
vear. What we want is our right-
ful share of the tourist business
and if the figure for France is cor-
rect, we should aim al, atl leasl three
| Limes this amount,
| some of the features which would
| build up a half-lnllion dollar tour-
118 industry 18 Capada are more
I widespread and business-like ad-
vertising i the Umied States: fur-
ther development of  the  present
Lourist camps; improvement of roads
leading to our inland resorts,
the provision of more habitable ho-
tels in manvy of these places; some
method of dealing with profitecrs
who thrive on overcharging tour-
ists, thus discouraging their return.

————— e il
ORIGIN OF COLORS

It is interesting to note that colors
are the result of much complicated
chemistry, and are also furnished by
naturg in varions forms,

The color we have come 0o know
as “khaki” originates from maller
supplied by the euttlefish. From
this fish we glso get sepia.

Prussian blue is made by fusing
horses" hoofs and other refuse ani-
mal-matter with impure potassium
carbonate. Turkev red is made from
the madder-plant, whieh grows in
Hindustan, and Indig wvellow ecomes
from the eamel, Carmine, erimson,
searlel and erim=on 1oke are among
the fine colors furnigshed by the
eochineal inseels, The vellow sap
of a tree of Siam proauees gamboge,

crop

Write to the

BU o & A

WILLIAM RENNI E

n-.munlnlnlmum
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COMPANY
LIMITED

TORONTO

please wrile wus.
giving. your Dealer's address.

Rennie's Seed Annusl-the most complete Canadian

Seed Catalogue-free on request.

TROUBLE-SAVERS

Castor oil can be rendered quite
tasteless by beating il up with Lhe
white of an cgg.

A little rice placed in the salt jar
will absorh damp and keep the salt
from becoming lumpy.

Black silk may be cleaned by
sponging the dirty parts with the
water in which potatoes have been
boiled.

Sausepans  and frying-pans in
which onions have been cooked

should be boiled out with tea-leaves
and soda water,

Before applving polish to a grate
or stove that has burned red on top
through overheating, rub well wilh
a cul lemon,

A fish bone may often be removed
from the throat by swallowing a
piece of erust or an unbeaten ege.

s = S —

Worthy of His Hire

and |

The plumber worked and the help-
pr stood helplessly looking on. He
was learning the busine=s, This was
his first dav.

“Sav,” he mquired, “do you charge
for my time.?”

“Certainly, von idiot,”
| reply, _
“But I haven't done anvilung.”
The plumber, to fill in the hour,
| had been looking long at the finished
jobh with a hghted candle, Handing
the two inches of it that were still
nnburned o the helper, he said,
witheringly:

“Here, if vou gotta be so darned
conscientious, blow that out,

came the

NEW HOSIERY AND
GLOVES FOR EASTER

collars al-

Men's Fine Shirts,
tached .

Men's Fine
collars),

Men's Work
NEW CHAMBRAYS

White Beans, G
ORANGES

=hiris, without

=hris

per ih.....Be

New CGhieese

1 GRANT’S

QURIIAM i

SUCCESSFUL

CROPS
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Make full use of the free advisory services of
your nearest tural
e agricul iwllep. They can help

of Agriculture at Ottawa

Department
for a list of 300 Helps to Lietter Farming.”
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