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THE SPENDTHRIFT AGEh

A noted Canadian financier has
made a statement t!mt _:f tl_te banks
and big financial institutions of
(‘anada were run in the same man-
ner as the Dominion Government,
they would go bankrupt.

This is a serious charge, but
when one looks around him, he
must admit it is more than likely
that the statement 1s true. But
who is to blame? A Government
‘s« no better than the people who
put them there—and no worse. The
chief trouble seems to be the 1n-
consistency of the average voter.
Every municipality wants to get
something out of the (Government
without paving for it, and as a gen-
eral thing, the old pork 'nar!'e!. es-
pecially around election time, 18

worked twenty-four hours a day iﬂfthem too hard.

an effort to hold the powers that be
in power. Public buildings of all
kinds are requested, and the fa-
vored municipality or riding is for-
ever reminded that they have re-
ceived this, that or the other thing
“qt no cost to themselves” and
should reciprocate by voting for |
the particular party who passed |
out the plums. And the weak part
of our political system is that the
party that faithfully guards the
national purse -strings, never gets
anvwhere. _
Governments never give anything |
“for nothing,” for the simple rea-
<on that such a procedure is im-
possible. Government revenues
come from taxes of various kinds,
which the people, themselves, pay;
and the big game with political rid-
ings nowadays is to try and get a
little more than their legal share
of public improvements that are
paid for by the people of Canada
as a whole. In receiving Govern-
mental grants, the electors should
never lose sight of the fact that
whether it seems so or not, they
are the ones who eventually must
Ay,
: Spendthrift Governments are
but the representatives of a spend-
thrift people who, while preaching
economy. fail to practice it, and
delude themselves into thinking
that every time they bleed the
Government for some concession or

other, they are getting it “for
nothing.”
RADIO INTERFERENCE

The newest thing in legal action
hails from Brantford. Two resi-
dents of the Telephone City had an
estrangement and a lawsuit, and, of
course, one of them lost out. The
successful man in the court scene
owns a radio outfit; and the loser,
it is alleged, starts up a violet ray
machine every time his enemy tries
to tune in and spoils his concert
Not only that, but the use of the
violet ray machine is said to in-
terfere with all the radio machines
in a wide area, and radio fans are
seeking redress from Ottawa.

The situation raises an important
point. Can the plaintiffs prove

that the defendant is using his vio- |vince and prosecute under the O.

let rav machine in “a vengeful man-
ner’” as alleged? If this point is
not proven, can the user of the vio-
let ray machine be stopped for the
reason that he interferes with radio
receptance?

The judge or jury on this case
will have to do some hard thinking
to decide between the rights of the
radio fan, whose tuning in is for
pleasure, and those of the user of
the violet rav, who mayv claim he is

| mission of Ontario bewails a short-

or, collect all poll taxes, keep cross-

NOTES AND COMMENTS

The motoring season is almost
with us again. Gasoline went up

two cents a gallon on Tuesday.

A Durham trapper says it's the
rdollars and scents that keeps him

in the game of trapping skunks.

Several Orangeville men were ar-
rested last week for gambling. The
next chapter will tell of their gam-

boling before the police magistrate.

A fig tree in “down town” Tor-
onto is reported to be bearing fruit.
Now we know where most of Tor-
onto's society belles get their
clothes.

“Silk—Dance” is the heading on
a marriage notice reported by one
of our exchanges last week. There’s
no argument about it. From now

on, Silk will Dance all right.

At least one thing can be said
for the new “wooden” nickels is-
sued by the Dominion Government.
They may pass for a quarter on
the collection plate if you don’t drop

Next to the total eclipse, June
10th is the most important day of
1925 in one respect. On that date
antis and pros will close the contri-
bution of columns of church union
advice through the daily press.

The Hvdro-Electric Power Com-

age of power and in the next breath
announces a project to illuminate
Niagara Falls with something like
a billion candle-power. Consistency.
thou art a jewel.

One hundred and eighteen alleged
murderers face the judge and jury
at the Chicago December assizes,
It would be interesting to note the
percentage of those found guilty
who pay the death penalty. Chica-
#o courts have a continental repu-
tation for their erratic findings.

Isn't it remarkable how little
brains some people get through the
world with? They can’t think for
themselves, can't let others think
for them, fly off the handle at ev-
ery little thing that is said or done,
and finally develop fortv-seven dif-
ferent humors every twenty-four
hours.

Walkerton may form a skiing
club in the near future. A Nor-
wegian resident, Carl Larsen, is
responsible. Skiing, snow-shoeing
and toboganning are three of Can-
ada’s best winter sports and are
even healthier and certainly more
strenuous than skating and other
indoor winter pastimes.

The Des Moines (Iowa) Register
says it's the fellow who can pay
his debts but won't that is blocking
the traffic on the road to prosper-
ity. Isn’t it the truth. Some well-
off citizens do altogether too mu<h
side-stepping when payment time
comes round, and are just one more
reason for the continued high cost
of living.

_ The new police constable at Has-
tings is to act as sanitary inspect-

ings clean, enforce all by-laws of
the town and statutes for the pro-

T.A. For this he is to get $20 a
month. The spendthrifts! Dur-
ham Caouncil offers $100 for this
same job and tacks that magical
word “ete.” on the end of it.
i
: A New Scheme

A Virginia gentleman of eolor tells
s that he doesn’t hit his wife anv
more sinee he gol fined in police
court.,

"_?i-- sah, from now on when dat
wile zassparates me, I's gwine kick

using it for medical treatment.

If the court decides that the vio-|
let ray must not interfere with ra- |
dio, then violet ray users may as|
well get rid of their machines; if |
the decision says that the opposite |
1= the case, then, it is up to the
radio corporations to produce some
turther invention that will nullify
the effects of the violet ray.

Of course, we must all admit that
no one should unnecessarily inter-
fere with the pleasures of others,
but in the case of the violet ray, it
15 a hard matter to prove that ven-
geance 1s the sole motive.

PAY FOR COUNCILLORS

During the past two or three
vears, we have heard considerable
talk favoring the pavment of town
Councillors. And why not? If a
man sits at the Couneil Board
twelve times during the vear and
1s faithful to the trust reposed in
him, we see no reason why he
should not be recompensed for the
time lost and energy expended in
the performance of this public ser-
vice.

If the payment of Councillors

3

her good—den she ean't show it to
de Judge.”—Exchange.
- ————
Relief for Everybody

A travelling man pul up one night
i a cheap, little hotel where
the thin partitions of a range of
bedrooms, like the stalls of a slable,
stopped halfway to the eeiling. In
the stilly watches of the night, he
lay awake and listened to the finest
demonstration of plain and fanev
snoring that it had ever been his
fate to hear. It was full of sudden
and awful variations. Somelimes
sirangulation  seemed  imminent:
then, in the middle of a fantasia. the
agony stopped suddenly, and there
was silence. From a nearbv stall.
he heard a voice execlaim wearily
“Thank God! He's dead!” 4

HANOVER AND TEHR-HIUEY
VOTE OUT OF UNION

Hanover Preshyterian Church has
voted out of Chureh Union 117 to
<i, and Thornbury congregation vot-
ed anti 74 to 3. Heatheote Church
was a tie, 16-16. According to the
Act, the church enters the union as

there must be a majority o posed
order for it to remniurm?t. -

probation, or make it indeterminate,
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ty-four below is the mercur-
ia;rwms{rauun on local thermom-
Wednesday morning, and any Mo
were out and had to face it th
the thermomelers made no exag-

gone out of _
ufacturers for repairs.
mTtgl;anﬁll;u had predicted an open

winter must have meant a winter in

frequently for coaling-up purposes.
Sa%uar t.h}; present season il):nm been
steady and gm:hrglly cold ever since
in Dece r.
H;lt? ;::I-leaant. the weather prophets
are predicting an early spring, e
ing their prognostications on the
fact that the deer have shed their
antlers and that balmy spring wea-
ther may be expected In another six
weeks.  We expect another pro-
phecy next week after Candlemas
day, which some people have unfail-
ing faith in.
m%he weather, while around the
soro mark all day yesterday, has
moderated considerably and this
Thursday morning is about 12 above
and gelling warmer.
————et—

RE COMING
BIG PICTURE 0 LOCAL THEATRE

“Let Not Man Put Asunder” Here
on Friday and Saturday of Next

Week.

The management of the Veteran's
Star theatre has secured for Febru-
ary 6 and 7 the eight-reel picture,
“Lel Not Man Put Asunder.” Owing
to the seating capacity of the local
theatre, a pieture of this magnitude
is procured only al a great expense,
and it is to be hoped the publie will
be generous in their patronage and
thus show their appreciation for the
effort to procure high-eclass screen
producltions,

There will be one show only each
night, and, besides the eight reels of
principal, a good comedy is also
heing shown, The shows commence
al 7.45 p.m., and the admission has
heen fixed at 35 eents and 20 cents,
tax included.

——p—ii— -

PROBATION OF
CONVICTED PERSONS

(By J. G. Shearer)

Probation of adult persons who
are before a4 court for sentence after
conviction for some offence, 18 new
in Canada. It has for years been
used in the Juvenile Courts, but it
was not until 1921 that an Act pro-
viding for the probation of adult
persons Canada was passed, on
the mmitiative of Judge Mowat of On-
tario, then a member of the House
of Commons,

What is meant by probation? Not
parole, or extra-mural permit, or
ticket-of-leave, all of which are
methods of dealing with persons who
are serving time in prison for some
offence of which they have been con-
victed. Probation applies only to a
convicted person in lieu of impri-
sonment for a stated period. Sup-
pose a young man of previous good
record has been convieted on g
charge of theft or fraud. If the mag-
istrale or judge is of the opinion
that he has learned his lesson and
that if given another chance he may
be restored to good -ecitizenship
where a sentence might only confirm
him in erime, he (the judge) may:
(1) Let him off on suspended sen-
tence,

(2) Put him out on probation un-
der a designaled officer, naming
such conditions as he considers wise,
such as: (a) he must do whatever
the probation officer requires of
him, accept a job secured for him,
allow the officer to collect his wages,
report at regular intervals to the
officer, ete.; (b) he must agree that
his wages shall go to the support
of his wife, family or dependents.

\d) Determine the duration of his

and discharge him as being satisfied
of the bona fides of the man’s good
intentions and sufficiency to his dis-
cipline; (The man is then entirely
free so far as the legal consequences
of his offence are concerned),

(4) Order him to make restitution
for the offence he has commitied,

Probation thus serves several pur-
PQses In cases concerned: (a) saves
the convieted person the sligma of
having become a “gaol bird" and
makes it easier for him to retain
his self-respect; (b) it provides for
his dependents; (e) constitutes an
economic saving to the state costing
in the individual case in Oniario at
the rate of 830 per year, whereas in
prison he would cost #300; (d) it
makes his reformation and lasting
good conduet more efasy and
able which should be the one great
object of the administration of jus-
tice; (e il provides, however, for
punishment of those who show that
they are not deserving f social con-
fidence,

How does it work?

It is in aetual operation only in
Ontario for the reason that as vet
no other province has organized a
Probation System and provided Pro-
bation officers, and the ordinary
policeman would not prove an ideal
or even an efficient Probstion of-

tience and unselfish devotion to

interests of those on pmhmiun.mﬂ
The Probation Associalion of Ter-
ont and York County recently issued
its first annual report. This: shows
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bation, 34 men and 91 women, Of
lhese, 157 were under 20 vears of
age, 128 were belween 20 and 25,
and 151 over 25, Four hundred and
twenty-five persons were dependent
on these probationers. Ninely-six
per cent lived up to the regulations.
The remaining 4 per cenl were
brought back and sentenced, It does
therefore really work. Ought it not

vinces of Canada.
= e

WHERE THE DAHLIA COMES FROM

Timo was when the dahlia was nolt
a flower that was highly esteemed,
but that was before the really skill-
ful gardeners got hold of it. By re-
peated hybridization, they have now
produced a wonderfully  brilliant
and beautiful blossom that has come
to la.e a high place in the afTections
of the lover of flowers.

The dahlia, it seems, is a native
of Mexico, where it grows wild. The
conquistadores, says Mrs, Charles
H. Stoul in her book on the dahlia,
or else some priest who went along
with them, saw or suspected possi-
bilities in the wild plant and sent
some of the bulbs home to Spain.
There the work of development was
begun and carried a considerable
distanee, but it is not a Spanish but
a Scandinavian name that the flower
bears and always will bear, simply
because the botanist Dahl, a pupil
of Linnaeus, was the first to deseribe
and classify il in a scientific manner,

That seems unjust, but it is now
too late for the wrong to be righted.
The Spaniards, if they had tried,
doubtless could have invenied a
more sonorous and beautiful name.
The ancient Mexicans, too, have a
claim for recognition though the
name they used merely meant “wa-
ter pipe” and referred to the struc-
ture of the stems,

It is curious that the hybridizers
owe much to a single bulb sent over
to Spain in g box of odds and ends.
That bulb grew into a dahlia of a
new type, and the strange thing is
that never since has that particular
dahlia been found growing wild in
Mexico or anywhere else. It must
have been a “sport,” a new variety
that nature tried and for some mys-
terious reason condemned to swift
extermination. It was saved by
chance for the gardens, and the de-
scendants of that one bulb, mixed
I inextricable confusion now with
other varieties, must be credited
with having no small share in pro-
f'll.]mmg the wonders of the modern
snow,

Corsets for men may solve the
problem. The poor things must
have some way to get tight.
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PAY FOR COUNCILLORS

Goderich Town Council, by a ma-
Jjority vote, last year approved pay-

ment of 1is members al the rate of |

$5 for regular meelings and %3 for
commitiee sessions. The step was
criticized on general principles, and
on the ground that the matter had
not been an issue at the municipal
election. The result of the 1924 el-
ection was defeat of two out of three
counecillors seeking return, and the
slogan of new members elected was
“No Pay.” The ratepavers evideni-
ly decided that the laborers were
nol worthy of their hire to the ex-
lent of #1080, which was Lhe total
of the indemnity for the year,

more electioneering than in small-
er cenlres, Saturday Night is moved
to mirth by “the annual grand sland
play of Toronto's aldermanic co-
lerie,” I notes that “along abouf
December first every year, the jros.
peclive candidales gel  busy and
from that time up to election dav
they are a different lot finding rx-
cuses as Lo why they should be el-
ected.” j

The gist of the matter, in respect
to towns, al any rate, is that suf-
ficient personnel of adequale ability
1s usually available to meet the needs
of the eorporation, and the attitude
of ratepayers in general appe
be that if enough good men do not
offer themselves under present con-

i !|"||

Alditions for the purpose of serving

proposal to pay %) a meeling was | (heir municipality without remun-

submitted to Streetsville ratepayers
a few davs ago and was turned
down. Listowel Couneil will discuss
al the next meeling the payment of
members at the rate of 8 per regu-
lar, special or committee session.

Publie opinion is undeniably hos-
tile, as a rule, to payment of the
members of civie bodies, Among
the towns at any rate, there are few
exceptions, Elora pays councillors
and hydro ecommissioners 0 each
per annum, which i1s about %2 a
meeting, and The Elora Express
notes a certain advantage in that,
“if these representatives lal:ie pay,
it makes them doubly public ser-
vants and justly open to censure if
they do not discharge their duties,
whereas it does not seem fair to be
too harsh with men who give their
gervices voluntarily and withoul re-
muneration.” Since the introduc-
tion of salaries for aldermen in
Kitchener, the desire for a seat at
the board has apparently increased
and a contest al every election seems
assured. The Kitchener Record
thinks it likely that if commissions
and trustee boards decided to in-
augurate salaries, there would soon
be an end to the system of repeated
acclamations for incumbents of these
positions,

Certainly, in larger cities, where
remuneration is customary, there is
keen competition for municipal ser-
vice, and as a natural consequence,

|

eration, a few dollars a year by
way of saalry will not induce them
to come forward.

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

Mr. George Hughes of Little Falls,
Minn, is visiling his =isters, the
Misses Hughes, for a few days.

Mrs. C. Elvidge left on Tuesday
o visil her mother and other rela-
tives al Dauphin, Manitoba,

Mr. Leo Casey, of the local Roval
Bank staff, has been moved to Lon-
don and left for that place Monday.

Mayor Murdock, Messrs. H, W.
‘.}' ilson, George Kress and secretlary
Elvidge of the local Hyvdro Commis-
sion are in Toronto this week at-
tending a hvdro meeting.

Miss Pearl Krahling. who has
spent the past few months in town,

has returned to her home in Strat-
ford.

Miss Ruby Philp left Wednesday
for her home at Yeovil, having com-
pleted her training at Durham Mem-
orial Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lawrence en-
tertained a few friends Friday even-
ing, the twenty-ninth Anniversary
of their wedding.

——lil——i——

Advertise in The Chronicle. It Pays.
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Every Day Is Bargain Day

THE PEOPLE’S MILLS

Sovereign Flour

Eclipse Flour

White Lily Pastry Flour
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