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: FURNITURE
!UNDERTAK[NG
i -

Rues, Oileloths

~

i Window Shades
I.-:'-'.‘I.l[.'-' Curtains

i and all Household Furnishings

TINSMITHING
“.“. M. HE"'-- has *-;J-'-.',r--i H 511

at the rearof toe furniture
room and 18 prepared to do

kKinds of tinsmithing.
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EDWARD KRELESS

Ford Car Price:

Effective Anoust 1st. 1¢
the prices of Ford Cars
be as follows:

Touring Car $+95 (0

Roadster - - 4750
Chassis - - 450 ()
Couplet e 95 (1)
Town = o m e
Sedan - - - 890.00

These p['ir:;a_', are ail F O
Ford. Untario.

These prices are gua
teed against reduction
fore Aucust 1, 1917, but
against advance.

C. Smith & Son-

Dealers, Ourhan

Grand Trunk Ratlw:

TIME-TABLE
Trains leave Durham at 7.05
and 3.45 p.un.

Trains arrive at Durham at11.2

2.30 p.wm., and 545 p.u.

EVERY DAY EXCEPT SUND 4

(. T. Bell, C. E. Horning,
G.P. Agent, "D.P, Agv
Montreal. Tin

J. TOWNER, Depot Agent
W. CALDER, Town Agent

Canadian Pacific Railw
Time Table

Trains will arrive and depar
| »ws, antil arther notice:—-
F.M A.M. A.M
2.25 Lv. Toronto Un. ar. 11.35
8.10 Lv. Toronto N,
9.13 11.25 Arv. Saugeen J. ' 7.55
P.M.

9.24 12.07 ** Priceville T.40)
9.3 12.17 ** Glen il B3 |
9.38 1221 * McWilliams** 7.26
9.50 1233 ** Durham * 7.15
10.04 12.47 ** Allan Park 7.0
10.14 1257 ** Hapover ** 6.5
10.22 105 ** Maple Hill ~ 6.4~
1035 1.20 «* Walkerton 6 3u

R. MACFARLANE, Town
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CHAFTER IV.

Mr. Flint Advances a Theory.
Mr. Flint's voice dissipated Rudolph

1
L]

Joefosdsfes

> Van Vechten's bewilderment; but the |
“* young man remained completely non-

plused over the seemingly inexplicable | _ ,
“ mannper in which his Cousin Paige's | DD Of physical strength and daring;

=
-

. purse had appeared. He met the de- |

ek

" tective’s narrow regard with a long, |
s questioning stare;

tben he abruptly
dropped into a chair.

“Flint” he szid, “you tooEk my¥
breath away. Sit down, man,  sit
down. Think I'll let you go until yon
have toid me all about this?”

So slowly did Mr. Flint obey, that
the other could not restrain his impa-
tence.

“Is my cousin in New York? he
gquestioned peremptorily. “Have you
geen her? This is a terribly serious
matter, Mr. Flint, as you would ap-

preciate if vou were acquainted with
all the cireumstances.”
“Suppose,” returned the quiet

voice, “vou first answer my gquestion—
do you know where your cousin is?”

“No"—Dbluntly, “I dom’t. TUntil to-
day I imagined I had some idea of
ber whereabouts, but”"—he weighed
the shining purse in his hand contem-
plating it soberly—"here is the second
reason I have been given within the
last hour to feel a good deal of anx-
fety respecting her.™

“Will you tell me
son?”

Briefly Van Vechten related the en-
ecounter with T. Jenkins, of the
Bphere, and at the close of the recital
the listener nodded understandingly.

“It is beginning to look as though
my search for a murderer was open-
ing up something a bit more serious,™
began Mr. Flint; but the other sharp-
ly interrupted.

“What do you mean? It can’t be
that anything has happened to Paige?”

Before replying, Mr. Flint regarded
him a moment doubtfully.

“Do not become unnecessarily
alarmed, Mr. Van Vechten, but it is
poseible—barely possible, understand
—that we have run upon a kidnaping
plot.”

Van Vechien groaned and sank
Hmply back, staring a horror he could
not voice.

“Flint! Do you really know what
you are saying?”
“Tut, Mr. Van

the other rea-

Vechten. 1 said

barely possi I meant no more. If
you cant coatrol yvourself it will be
useiess {or me to talk further. I be-
lieve your help would be vzluable, and
I had hoped to enlist it; but I might

as well leave you if you cannot give
Your aitention to the chances of Miss
Carew being invoived.”

“You have as much feeling as a
jellyfish, Flint,” the other broke in.
“l1 am stunned. Give me a2 moment
to grasp this hideous suggestion.”

And he did succeed, gradually, in
pulling himself together. The very
idea was so shocking, so far bevond
the pale of any possible experience
that he might within reason expect,
that his admirable imperturbability
was for the moment shaken. He final-
ly said:

“WWhat have you to support your
belief?”

“Not much. And I have no positive
belief. 1 simply want to present a
theory for your consideration, sug-
gested by such few unsatisfactory
facts as we have, in the hope that,
together, we may arrive at one more
plausible.”

“But Paige—kidnaped!”
Van Vechten, aghast.

Mr. Flint ceased trying to disabuse
bis mind of its fears, by unsupported
assurances.

“Let us go back to yesterday,” he
resumed. “‘The episode .of the four
men you saw enter the house over
yonder was not mystifying to me.
Even while you were relating it I
was pretty certain that they were re-
sponding to an advertisement of some
description. The only peculiarity lay,
in the fact that they arrived precise-
1y an hour apart.

“But that circumstance also is easily
explained: The advertiser had need!
for more than one man, and he wanted
to interview them one at a tlme with+
out meeting one another. ®Wpon run+

exclaimed
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If possible 1 wish to disi
end of the present vear. /|
will move the buying pn'
move., We are determi
you to see for youarself.

The stoek consists of
blankets, woollen good-
wear, men's pants and
ladies’ and gent’s sweats
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Call and get our Movin.

for you.
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Opposite the Old Stand

Ly Ty T I T T

Cheaper Than the Cheap:s

-zs and Butter taken as Casly.

~SOTT

|
|
|

& sl IEEP OISO A =

Cmy enfire stoeck before the
 prices At cost and b=low rosg
ben onr stoek will be sue Lo
toozet rid of 1, so we advice

Goods including., fl.onellers
+ nnderwear, iadies und
1=, ginghams, mea=lins il

-l

BE SOLD

ICes, There's money in it

g
1

el L T O O I S A S A i S )

FE R R L LN

! | ping through the nies oI T26 CaUy Da-

pers for a fortnight back, I found a
| confirmation of my conclusions. Here
‘it 8" And he handed Van Vechten a
pewspaper clipping. which the latter
studied long and intently before re-
turning:

«ANTED—A voung man Who will
exchange unreservedly one Wweek of
hic time for $1.000 cash. Must be
muscular and willing to risk an ad-
venture involving an element of gan-
ger. If imposed conditions are im-
plicitly obeyed. payment will be made
immediately upon successful outcome.
If you are confident you are the young
man, Address X720, Tribune.”

“Now.” Mr Flint went on, “certain
‘nhvicm:a conclusions may be drawn
from this advertisement, and certain
thinge concerning it may be pretty
confidently inferred.

. “Whatever the enterprise, it

in-
 volves some danger; it requires young

|and it is of sufficient importance to
| the advertiser for him to expend a
| considerable sum of money in putting
| it through—say four or five thousand
| dollars. There is an army of young
| men answering the description, em-
' ployed as well as upnemployed, for
| whom the little ad. would hold an ir-
' resistible appeal; undoubtedly Mr.
X-T720) was deluged with applications.

“Then what is his pext obvious

1 step? Why, he puts the mass of let-

ters through a process of selection
and rejection. From the lot he
chooses the few which strike him the
most favorably, and makes appoint-
ments with the writers. The house
acroes vonder was secured as a base
of operations.”

“It was not rented from the agent,”
Van Vechten suddenly interposed, re-
membering a feature of the Powhatan
committee’s call on that individual.

Mr. Flint raised his brows. “So?”
said he. “We'll come back to that
letter. I was going to say, the mere
fact of the advertiser having selected
80 respectable a neighborhood to op-
erate from was no less than a stroke
of genius. Nobody to pry into his af-
fairs; npobody to suspect him—it was
only by accident that suspicion was at-
tracted to him at all.” Mr. Flint's vis-
&ge assumed a satisfied expression, as
be remarked:

“His ingenuity commands my admi-
ration; I apprehend that the case will
prove interesting—most interesting,
lndeed.”

“Don’t tell me,” protested Van Vech-
ten, “that you can find any satisfaction
Iz the difficulties you are expecting to
encounter. It will be bad enough if
we have to deal with common crooks,
but a criminal prodigy? Lord defend
us!”

“Pm afraid, Mr. Van Vechten, that
you bhave no very keen relish for an
Intricate problem.”

“Relish!” the young man barked.
“With my cousin at the mercy of a
gang of unpriocipled knaves? 1 guess
]10'['.!"

“Oh, well,” the detective conceded,
“I can't, of course, expect you to-view
the affair from a professional stand-
point; but I assure ycu, this case is
exceedingly promising, z1d my enthu-
giasm and determination mount as it
grows more baffling.”

“That's something, at any rate)”
Van Vechten admitted with a show
of reluctance. “Your zeal will luse
you nothing, I promise you. But where
did you find the purse?”

The sharp gray eves swept Van
Vechten’s earnest face. Mr. Flint re-
plied soberly:

“Now wvou have hit upon the circum-
stance that connects Misg Carew with
the affair. I found it hanging from a
nail, in & dark corner of an upstairs
closet, across the street—in your pre-
cious house of mystery.”

The young man’s blank immobility
alone bLetrayed his stupefaction. After
& pause:

“Easy, easy, Flint,” said he, un-
steadily. “Kindly repeat that; this in-
fernal snarl is dulling my faculties.”

The other did so, adding: “Of
course it was left there—overlooked—
by somebody; whether by Miss Ca.-
rew or somebody else, I am not pre-
pared to say.”

Van Vechten sat a long time deep in
thought. The occasional glance he di-
Tectes at the detective was eloquent—
in con.rast with his impassive fea-
tures—of the doubts and fears and
anxieties that were assailing his

Wit

&g Called Me a Satire. 'E ’as Some-
thing on ’is Mind, so e ’as.”

mind, and of a conflicting hope that

things were not so black as they were |

“Well, you have all the (GelRIlE TOET
suggest a possible kidnaping con-
spiracy—first, the uncertainty as %o
the voung lady’s whereabouts; second,
+he advertiscment; third, the secrecy
and extreme caution observed through-
out by the unknown conspirators;
tourth, the callers at Number 1313;
fifth, the purse.”

Van Vechten breathed another sigh,
one of relief

“mystifying it all is, to be sure,” he
said; “but that array might sound
more formidable if it were more cer-
taip and positive. At the same time,
mr anxiety about my cousin has by no
means abated.”

“On reflection,” Mr. Flint medita-
tively continued. “] was scarcely jus-

tified in asserting that the facls sug-
gest the possibility of Miss Carew hav-
ing been kidnaped; it would be more
accurate to say: If it turns out that
ehe has been, why, then the facts we
now have would dovetail with the
crime.”

“l1 was thinking of Mrs. Devereaux,”
cut in th® other—"“you kpow who she
ig?"

The detective nodded. Van Vechten
asked:

“Could she
also?”

“Dismiss Mrs. Devereaux for the
present,” returned Mr. Flint; “she is
en item against the possibility. I want
first to mention the most serious as-
pect of the whole affair, for there is
one circumstance that makes its erim-
inality almost self-avident.

“Assuming that the man who was
killed went 7o the house in answer to
the advertisement—and there is Do
reason th believe otherwise—in all
likelihood he was a stranger to the ad-
vertiser; then, where shall we look
for a motive?

“This strikes me as the most prob-
able one: his scruples balked at the
enterprise; he dernounced the crimi-
nals, who were thus threatepeéd with
exposure and arrest if they did pot im-
mediately silence the intractable indi-
vidunal. Theyv chose the second alter-
native, which would indicate that they
are desperate enough.

“Now let us consider the facts sup-
porting the improbability that Miss
Carew has been kidnaped.

“First of all, there is the extreme
difficulty of doing such a thing in any
event—the lack of opportunity. Baut
with vour cousin the difficulty i even
greater: she is in Europe with a trust-
worthy companion, and a number of
unlikely assumptions must be materi-
ally strengthened before the kidnap-
ing hypothesis can be accepted as a
working theory.

“If the deed was committed abroad,
how was the young lady conveyed to
America? If she was first lured to
this country, how was she persuaded
to make such an important move with-
out notifying her relatives? And al-
ways there is Mrs. Devereanx to be
considered. If Miss Carew was sep-
arated from her, how is her silence to
be explained? If she was not sepa-
rated from Mrs. Devereaux, then the
older lady either must be regarded as
a confederate, or it must be assumed
that she was forcibly taken also—
either assumption being extremely im-
probable,

“There is one other idea that oc-
curred to me, but a pretty far-fetched
one, I'm bound to admit: we may have
stumbled upon a rendezvous of inter-
national thieves. The purse may have
been stolen from Miss Carew, in Eu-
rope, weeks or even months ago.”

But Van Vechten decisively shook
his head. “It has not been out of her
possession 2 week,” asserted he; the
significance of which the detective
seemed to understand.

“Well,” said he, "I have been candid
with you, Mr. Van Vechten; suppose
¥ou return the compliment.”

“What do you mean? I have nothing
to tell.”

“ “Nothing to tell,’ ” the other echoed
rrusingly—"precisely.”” The contract-
ed eves favored Van Vechten with a
penetrating look.

“Mr. Van Vechten,” he began quiet-
1y after a pause, “I have not followed
my profession for a score of years with-
out acquiring more or less facility in
certain directions. For example, I
know almost intuitively when anybody
is keeping something back from me, I
knew that you were not entirely open
and frank while I was talking with you
yesterday.”

The yvoung man regarded him with
an amazement not entirely free from
discomposure.

“Of course,” Mr. Flint went on, with-
out the least emotion, “I can't imagine
what your reason may be for reti.
cence; but I do know that if you per-
gist in remaining silent upon any point
of this case, you are adopting a most
unwise course. I am not trying to
force your confidence; I am merely
inviting it, leaving the decision with
your good judgment. Bear in mind
that I haven't the glightest personal
interest in finding Miss Carew; she is
merely incidental to an investigation
1 am pursuing.”

For a long time Van Vechten pon-
dered. At last he said, very soberly:

“You are right, Flint; I haven't been
perfectly frank with you. My concep-
tlon of detectives and police generally
has been the haziest, but I believe I
can trust you"—with stress upon the
“you.” “I am going to, at any rate.”

And then he recounted the episode
of the veiled lady in the taxicab, the
Incident of the girl and the sandy-
haired man in the crowd, and of his
subsequent view of the former at a
window in Number 1313.

have been kidnaped

o’clock. A

———

person’s character, ffom a staady oOr
that person's features?

“You should be, Mr. Van Vechten,™
was the reply. “Your habits of life,

direction. I would attach eonsiderable
weight to your opinion in such a oase.™
“rhen™ with muech
“nothing in the world could be more
absurd than to imagine the girl L
gsaw being engaged in anything crimi-
pal or even entertaining a saspicion
that she is surrounded by a criminal
atmosphere. She is young, she is
beautiful she is refined and gentle;
the stamp of purity and adherence to
right ideals is unmistakable in ber
face. Whatever comes of your invest-

gations, you will find to be unguall-
fiedly true all that I now assert re-
specting her.”

“l do not gquestion your jodgment, |
for it is more than probable that your
estimate is correct. But the fact is
of less importance than the circum-
stance that the young lady seems 1o en-
tertain a very cordial dislike for you.”

“But,” expostulated the other, “she
doesn’t know me, Flint. I never saw
her in my life before yesterday. WLy
should she dislike me? God knows [
never intentionally harmed anybody in
my life.”

“She unquestionably thinks she
knows you—which, as far as her con-
duct is concerned, amounts to the
same thing.”

“] have racked my brain over it,”
Van Vechten announced, “until I am
utterly befogged. I have heretofore
accredited myself with some slight de-
gree of perspicacity, but her unmistak-
able animus completely mystifies me.
I am positive, Flint—absolutely posi-
tive—that our destinies have never
crossed before in any way.”

“Queer enough,” was the other's
comment. “But the veiled lady; are
vou certain she could not have been
Miss Carew?”

“Oh. no, she was not Paige. There
was no detail of resemblance. I have
a fancy, based upon nothing, that she
and the girl at the window are the
same.”

“But of whom did she remind you?®”
The detective fastened him with a
shrewd regard.

“That.,” returned Van Vechten, *“is
the one point concerning which I feel
that I ough' to know something defi-
nite, but which persistently eludes
me. In fact, the conviction never
crystallized.”

Mr. Flint fell into a brown study,
from which the other had no inclina-
tion to disturb him. During their con-
versation the afternoon had passed,
and now the detective sat motionless
and silent while the dusk gathered and
deepened.

Presently he roused himself with a
little ehake. XNo one had intruded up-
on their privaecy; save for themselves
the loungingz-room was now empty.
He rose and went over to one of the
windows, taking his hat with him.
Van Vechten followed.

In the shadowy twilight the silent
house across the way loomed somber
and forhidding; its lifeless darkening
front might have been Mrvstery and
Secrecy personified. The two stood
abstractedly contemplating it, each
immersed in his own reflections, while
the pall of night lowered, blurring and
distorting the shabby outlines.

Mr. Flint broke the silence.

“l am glad we had this talk” said
he in his quiet way. “But dear me,
dear me, what is it leading us to? I
trust we are not going to stir up any
mud.” He abruptly changed the sub-
ject, asking:

“May [ inquire whether you intend
making any move to locate Miss Ca-
rew ?”

“It was my intention to call upon
my uncle immediately, lay the case
before him, and then set the cables
to working.”

“That's right. I was going to sug-
cest something of the kind.”

After Mr. Flint had gone, Van Vech-
ten did not pause to dine. He ascer-
tained by telephone that his uncle
would be at home, then summoned. a
cab and sped through the stifling
night—a night that augured storm—
to Theodore Van Vechten's huge,
dreary Fifth Avenue palace. '

CHAPTER V.
Tom Phinney Returns.

During this ride it occurred to Van
Vechten that he had seen nothing of
Tom Phinney since he had sent him
away brusquely the day before. He
wondered not a little at his friend's
prolonged absence, hoped that Tom
was not huffy, and finally concluded
that he had tired of waiting upon an
uncertainty and had gone off upon
some jaunt of his own. '-t

The Man of Iron harkened attentive-
iy to what Rudolph had to say, but if
the narration prompted any misgivings,
e showed them not at all. He consid-
ered a moment, after the younger man
had finished, then said: |
s “One woman might drop from sight
in & number of ways, but it is too im-
probable to believe that both Paige
and Josephine could have been made
away with without a ripple reaching
the shore. Both merit a sterd repuke,
although I apprehend that nothing seri-
ous has happened.” |

And Theodore Van Vechten dis-
miesed the subject, nor would he dis-
I:;.:l:: it any further during Rudolph's
stay. !

A furious thunderstorm was raging .
when the latter was ready to depart,
80 he perforce dined with his uncle,
and instead of returning to the Pow- |
hatan, went directly to the Kenmore,
where he surprised Barnicle with an
explicit injunction not to be permit- '
ted to sleep a minute later than seven |

| was not the Christ nor

. can be glorified in us.
| it was his commission to manifest

——
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THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES

Text of the Lesson, John |, 15.34
Memory Verses, 22, 33—Gelden Text
John i, 23—Cemmentary Prepareqd b,
Nev. D. M. Stearns.

when John the Baprist was questior
ed as to who he was be sald that hs
Babh nop
the expected prophet, but s&lmpiy
volce crying in the wilderness, “Mak:
straight the way of the Lord™ (verses
19-28). His commission s foond i
Isa. x1. 38, where ® is said that he
was to prepare the way of the Lord
and make straight in the desert g high
way for our God aud to cry, “All fesh
‘s grass, and all the gooClioess thereo
is as the Sower of the fleld; * * * the
-rass withereth, the fower fZsdeth bu:
the Word of our God shall stand fo:
ever.”” The Bpirit through Maischi
agid of him, as well 23 of the res)
Eliijah, yvet to come, “Behold, | wil
gend you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadfu] ds

of the Lord” (Mal. iv, §, 6). The ange
Gabriel said of him to his fathe
7acharias, “He shall be great in th
sight of the Lord. ®* * * and he shal

he filled with the Holy Ghost even
from his mother's womb; he !
before the Lord In the spirit and po
er of Elijah * * * 10 make ready s pe
ple prepared for the Lorc.” His Tathe;
ZYachariag, being Llled witli the Ho
soirit, sajid of
shalt be called the
for thou shalt g
of the Lord to prepar
(Luke i, 13-17. 67-79). Tt
sald of him, “Among 1
born of women there hath not risen
reater than John the Baptist' (Man
x1, 11).

When guestioned farther b
harisees &8s to why bhe bLeaptized
pnof some greast one, he sald
there Was oODe
them whom they knew mnot,
f whose shoes be wasg not worthy
unloose, and that while be (John, by
tized with water the I
would baptize with the Holy Ghosi
verses 24-27 33). He is ever the s
Jesus. Trust Him to baptize you 1
the Holy Spirit pow and hear Him =1a;
‘Be it unto thee, even =2s thou wilt
"Whatsoever things yve desire when ;3
ray, belileve that ye receive them an

e g8hall have them™ (Mark xi, 24, The
ry of John the next dav as he s
lesus coming unto him,
Lamb of God, whe
sin of the worid,”
sreatest cries that
make to another.

It would be worth while 1o ro imt
all lands with that one ery and irs as
sociated truths. It takes us not !
to the foundation of the worid, but
before that (Hev. xifi 8: I Pet. 1 18
=), for as the Lamb of God He weas
{oreordained before the foundation of
the world. It takes us to Gen. ili 21
where we see Him with Fis own hand,
by the shedding of bleod, providing re
demption clothing for Adam and IIve
It takes us to Gen, xxil where we s&¢
the lamb dring in the stead of I=as
[t takes us to Ex. x!{ apd all that i
<aid of the Passover Lamb; also to the
lambs of the dally morning and ever
ing sacrifice: to Isa. 11 and to pas-
zages without number concerning His
being a saerifice for our sins; then on
to the Revelation, where He is calied
the ILemb just twentry-eight times, re-
deeming by His precious blood, en-
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. 2bling us to overcome by the same.

conquering all His enemies and ours
and finally associated with the Father

\ on the throne (Rev. v, 8. 10: vii, 14: xi{,

11; xvii, 14: xxii 1. 3.

As His redeemed ones we are lambs
i1 the midst of wolves, and when we
think of all He has borne for us &s
the Lamb of God and all the giory
that awaits us as His associzstes we
might well be willing to be kilied all
the éay long for His sake, if only He
John says that

Christ to Israel, and it is onr commis-
sion to manifest Him to the worid,
that the world may know Him through
us. Alway delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus may
ve made manifest in our morta) flesh
(Jobn xvii, 21, 28; II Cor. iv, 10, 11).
It would seem that John did not know
Iim personally until the day of the
haptism at Jordan, but he had been
told. “Upon whom thou shalt see the

| Spirit descending and remaining on

Him the same is He who bhaptizeth
with the Holy Ghost,” John bare rec-
ord saying, “I saw the Spirit descend-
ing from heaven like s dove, and it

‘verses 31-34).

There must have been a knowing
»f Him in some sense before the bap-
rism, for when He came to John to be

vaptized that day John said to Him.
“] have need to be baptized of thee.
:nd comest thou to me.” So there

raust have becn some increased revels-
‘ion of Him to John after the baptism
when the heavens were

‘rom heaven, “This is my beloved Bon.
‘n whom I am well pleased” (Matt.
i, 13-17). What a contrast betweel
John who bare record “This is the Son
»¢ God” and the devil who said 0
“00n
T God” (Matt. iii, 17; iv, 3). When
Te are pleased with Him in
whom the Father is well pleased

o

afterward “If thou be the Son-
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