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You can feed the fire with utmost ease owing to the
Kitchener’'s Men Sweep Cver Pozitions
of Strategic Importance—Werids

generous double feed doors—no scattering of fuel and
Greatest Artillery Preparation

London despatches on Sunday sal
A great allied offensive was inaugur
ated Saturday morning on both sides
of the River Somme. British and
French launched their assaults simul-
taneously on a front of apout 25 miles
and immediately captured the first
lne of German positions on the entire
front attacked and selzed many vil-
lages. The Battle of the Somme
marks the opening of the Franco-
British offensive, long expected as a
oritical if not the decisive staze of
the war. The drive is distinctly a
British undertaking, the Fiemch oper
ations taking the form ol a support-
ing movemesni 1o make secure the
British right flank, which any con-
giderable advance would lay open 10
attack. Kitchener's army was having
its first chance.

In addition to the military successes
the terrain overrun by the Entente
allied troops has an exceptional stra-
teglc importance. Four of the towns
captured by the Fren: h are only seven
miles west of Peronne, the chief rail
highway from the German ceutre at
Cologne to the German iront in the
region of Noyon and Soissons. The
German headquarters is at St Quen-
tin, 25 miles southeast of Peronne.

The fighting lines extend belween
a great number of small villages
which are usually devoted o textile

industries, while the outlying agri- |

Many Successful Raids and Fearful
Gunfire Demoralizes Germans
Who Lose Heavily

—

The British official statement issued
Thursday night read: “During the last
twentv-four hours a large number of
our reconaoitring zand raiding parties
entered the enemy’s trenches at var-
fous points along the entire front of
the British army. - All these enter-
prises were successful in achieving
their object: Inflicting heavy casual-
ties on the Germans and capturing
prisoners and war stores. In several
{nstances our troops remained for a
considerable period in the German
lines, repelling counter-attacks across
the open. One of these enterprises
took place after the discharge of gas.
Cur troops, entering the German
trenches, found a considerable num-
ber of dead. Our casualties were in-
gignificant. The artillerv of both sides
has been active along the front. Hos-
tile trenches were much damaged in
many places. The intermittént dis-
charN\: of smoke and gas has aroused
the ab.ivities of the enemy’'s guns and
caused him to disclose his battery
positions.”

Countless Shells Used

All the London newspapers print
lengthy accounts of the extravagant
use of shells by the British forces in
France and Flanders. The Daily Mail
says: “The Germans are answering
our great bombardment and are well
suppllied with shells, but they have
never before employed artillery on

| Somme and Ancre, and north of Ancre

of other powers by a minoritv in |
the national legislature. |
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Many Villages Taken, and Trenches
Overrun on Wide Front With Little
Loss—NMany Prisoners
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a German labyrinth of trenches on a
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