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PORTUGAL AND,THE_WAR

Portagal in coming into the war
may seem to other small and hesi-
tating neutral States to have tak-
en a bold step, but she has really
taken the only line of safety.
When she seized the German ves-
sels in the Tagus she cannot seri-
ously have hoped that Germanv
would not declare war. No doubt
she expected war, and in her
whole policy she has acted wisely
and with her eyes wide open. We

welcome the sarticipatiun in the
war ol our oldest Ally. Germaov
has nothing whatever to complain
of on any reading of law or treat-
ies. Our Alliance with Portugal has
been in existence since 1373, and
when German merchant vessels
sought shelter in the Tagus it
was known to the whole world
that at any moment Britain—if the
event did not ecome about in any
other way—might eall upon Portu-
gal to fulfil the terms of one of
the most ancient and best known
treaties in existence and support
her actively in the war. It was on
June 16, 1373, that Edward III,
and King Ferdinand I. of Portu-
gal entered at St. Paul’s into a
solemn understanding to help each
other, il called upon to do so, by
means of “archers, slingers, ships
and galleys armed for war.” The
treaty spoke pleasantly of “ami-
ties, alliances, unions, good con-
federacies, and leagues of pure
love.,” In 1386, with the approval

tugal fought side by side

‘of all England—for the daunghter
of John of Gaunt was then Queen
of Portugal—the treaty was re-

newed. It has remained in force
ever since. It is very interesting
to remember now that the treat
provided that if England l.ndtf::r-

re
should be no separate peace. The
Allies even promised each other
that neither would agree to an
armistice without the consent of
the other. The treaty is a wobn-
derful historical document. Crom-
well and Milton took a harnd in
revising its language, so that it
should be made plain that it was
a bond, not mérely between Kings
but between peoples. Under
Charles II, a secret clanse Wwas

‘introduced by which England

promised to guard the Portuguese
eolonies, but that clause is no
longer secret. From time to time
the treaty was expressly recoghiz-
ed as operative, and a declaration
to this effect was made by Queen
Victoria. The treaty means [or us
to-day as it stands: (1.) That we
must protect the Portuguese col-
onies il they are attacked; (2) that
there must be no separate peace:
(3" that il any disputes arise
tween Britain and Portugal as to
places conquered by their joint
forces, the disputes must be set-
tled by a Court of Judicature.
We remember that Portugal is a
poor country, and we cannot ex-
peet from her powerful help. At
the same time, we have no doubt
that the Portuguese Government
will be thoroughly alive in their
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/bearance. German

to Germany,

own interests, to the [fact that'
they are at war, and that war with
Germany i8 a lile-and-death bus-
iness. They will know what to ex-
pect il Germany should win. Ger-
many, in g war, has spo-

she has hitherto treated Portugal.
That means that if Germany ever
acquired the power to do so, she
would treat Portugal without for-
prolessging for-
is bad enough—much
worse than ‘the QGreeks bearing
gilts—but Germany prolessing
anger would be an enemy [rom
whom every small couantry mav
well pray to be delivered, and
whom it ought to do everything
possible to render harmless. What
Portugal can do in this war is
quite considerable. She has al-
ready, as we gratelully acknow-

bearance

ledge, kept a watech on her coasts
an

we have not heard of German
submarines or raiders being able

to harbor there. The same watch-
fulness can now be bestowed

on
the Pertuguese islands in the
Atlantic where German ships have
[ound temporary shelter. But a
greater service still can be ren-,
dered in Alrica. The entry of Por-
tugal into the war has come at a
very opportune mome.at—just as
(ieneral Smints is ideveloping a
largely conceived and dashing
movement to crush the resistance
in the last colony which belongs
German East Alrica
was already surrounded on nearly

all sides by enemies when Portu-
gal received her summons.
one district where the eolony was

The

not eut off from the outer world
was the border of Portuguese Ny-

asaland, If Portugal can hold the
gate here, German East Africa will
indeed be a besieged land, and

her end will be absolutely certain.

We do not, of ecourse, think that
there can be any question as
the fate of German East Africa in
dny case,
hold their gate it will be impossi-
ble for the hunted

Lo
but if the Portuguese

German gar-

rison to eseape as the Cameroon
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garrison escaped,
will also probably
*rih'
long belore
war on Portugal, let it be known
that the Germans in

Portuguese territory
ETvY ]"trllTitl‘1 Hn-rwfur'[-_ that now that

The eampaign
he shortened.
Portuguese in West Alrica.
the declaration ol
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through
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Afriea eould not eseape
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Uganda—British [orces

on the long western flank lies the
Belgian Congo: south-west are
Rhodesia and British Nvasaland -

‘and finally, on the southern bor-

der of the colony and east of Lake
Nvase there is the line which we
believe will be held firmly by the
Portuguese. There is no chink’
anywhere, .-

Is there any other contribution
which Portugal can make to thel
war? We ask the question in no
grasping spirit, but because, as
we have said, the concern of Por- |
tugal that the war should be won |
bv the Allies is as deep as that ol
any member of the Alliance. The |

ought to be treated when he was
among British troops. He always
had. however, the sup of Wel-
lington, who thoroug believed
in him, though he [requently de-
plored his insistence on his rank.
He picked a small and select in-
ner army from  the Portuguese
army, tarned them into aston-
ishingly good light infantry, aund
had the glorious satisfaction of
seeing them block the path of
the French troops, belfore whom
they had at first crumbled away
What was possible then would be
possible again. This is, of course,
only a suggestion. 1t is offered
diffidently, but it is also a meas-

‘ure of our conviction that the Por-

tuguese Government mean ousi-
ness. We cannot help feeling that
the Portuguese people may well
draw closer together in this war.
Rovalists and Republicans mav
discover that in the common de-
fence of their country they have
lost the bitterness of their dil-
ferences; the best qualities of the
nation may emerge and triumph.—
The Spectator, London, England

The renewal of a Russian of-
fensive virtually along the entire
front of mnearly 700 miles from
Riga to Czernowitz indicates [for
1916 a development of operations
along the same general lines as in
the spring of 1915; except that
the role of the respective com-
batants is reversed. In the early
months of 1915 it was the Teuton
armies that stood on the delen-
sive, The Russians attacked
throughout the winter months in
the Carpathians. In February the
French attacked in Champagne. In
March the British attacked in Ar-
tois and Flanders. By the end ol
March the Allied assault had spent
itself, and jast a month later
the Austro-Germans deliveped
their smashing blow in (zalicia.
which had been in preparabion
even while they were delending
themselves on two fronts. To-dav
it is the Germans that have been
hitting out for nearly a month
and a half against the Allied line
in the west. The climax of their
attack was attained a [fortmght
ago, It is a question of davs be-
fore, west of the Meuse, the situ-

are either -
attacking or holding the Germans*

against Russia? Assume that
selves against

last May. Assume that the Russi-
"an lines break as they did

and Kiev. This means that in the
south
ladvance as far from their present
- positions as they did last spring
Irom their lines in Galicia, And in.
the north it means that Von Hin-|last spring.—The

'SPRING MILITARY OPERATIONS

her own allies. Russia is primtive
in her economic organization,
industrial resources. and, pot
least,
rangements. It is easy to see how
a highly organized
state like Germany
up under deleat, how

way.

The problem that confronts Ger-
many to-day is the same probjem
that she laced the first day of the
war. I the war is to be won on
land it must be done by crushing
either France or Russia. and de-
taching the beaten enemy [rom
the alliance. Three such attempts
have been made. The [irst one,
against France, [ailed in the bat-
tle of the Marne. The second one.
against Russia, [ailed last autumn,
in spite of the impressive Teuton
victories, The third, once more
against France, is now in the pro-
cess of collapse. Will the German
effort be rected ouce more
Lhe
Centra] Powers mjght throw them.
e Czar's armies
with something of the (fury of

last
vear. How far must the Teuton
forces esulh on before Russia is
subdued 7 At least 'to Petpograd

the Austrian armies muast

impossible is shown by the extra-|
ordinary achievements of the Rus- i pounding on the wall.
sian people during
months,
armies. advised]y. For the victop-
ies in Armenia and the latest suc-
cesses on the Dniester are primar-
ily significant of the
which Ruassia has rallied under the
tremendous
Compared with her antagonists or |

the last six |

e say people, instead of

way In|

blows of last vear.

in |

the |
in her governmental ar-
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count against the enemy in the
west, and at the same time devel-

o a dramatic attack in Asia
wm has brought her armies to
the Euphrates and within striking
distance of the Persian Gull,
With no decision to be obtained
either in Russia or in west.
the only war areas that count, the
Central Powers would thus be re-
duced to the delensive in the
heavy operations about to begin.
They must wait for the prinefpl.l
blow somewhere in France. The
Russians may press forward across
the Dniester and bring up once
more the peril ol Roumanian in-
tervention on the side of the Al-
lies. Even then Germany must
hold her -main strength in the
west, where the British armjes will
deliver their stroke belore long.
Along the narrow British front of
less than 50 miles there has been
a heavier concentration of troops
than the war has witnessed in any
field. From Ypres to Arras the
Germans must prepare for the
onset of perhaps a million and a
hall men, a phalanx more for-
midable than that with which

Mackenson broke the Russian lines
Nation, New

denburg must cover one and a York. ‘
half times the distance he tra- -
versed [rom the frontier to his |
present lines,
That such a development iui. WELCOME INTRUDER.

The man in the next [lat was

“Look here!” he cried, “l can't
sleep with that kid yelling like
that. If you don’t make him stop.

1 will?

“Come right in,” said the babys
father, “you’ll be as welcome  as
the fowers in spring.”"—Muskegon
Mich., Times,
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