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ROYAL COMMISSION
T0 SIFT CHARGES

Sir Williarm Meredith and Mr. Justice
Duff Will Investigate Fuse Con-
tracta—Sir Sam Will Return

i

The Dom.nion Government has de- |
cided to arroint a Roval Commission |
to investigate the contracts fc: fuses, |
under which, it is alleged, $3,000,000 |
was advanced te two “mushroom” |
companies in the United States and |
ouwt of which Col. J. Wesley Allison
and his associates divided a commis-
sion of $1,000 ,000. Major-Gen. Sir Sam |
Hughes has cabled a denial that he
had any improper connection H'l:thl
these contracts, and will return to
Canada as quickly as possible., Sir|
willlam R. Meredith, Chief Justice of |
Ontario, and Mr. Justic: Lyman P.
Duff, of the Supreme Court of Canada, |
have conscnted to serve upon the com- |
mission. Able counsel will be retain-
ed to assist the commission. One o
them will he selected by the Govern-
mient and the other by the leader of
the Oppogiiion. The Prime Minister
in his speech admitted that the Gov-)
ermment was receling from Its original |
position. The Jjurisdicticnal point Ili
to the power of the Canadian Govern-
ment to investigate expenditures by
the Ilmperial Government will be got-
ten over by obtaining the consent of
the Imperial authoritiea to such in- |
vesatigation. A cable was sent to the
Colonial Secretary asking for such
permission. While no definite charge,
in the Prime Minister's opinion, had
been made against any member of
the Gover.ment, he sald that there
was room [or the insinuation that Col
4. Wesley Allison took advantage of

his personal friendship with the
Minister of Militia to influence him to
sanction mproper contracts.

Liberais Not Satisfied
Several Lileral members manifested

strong opposition to the proposal of
Sir Robert Borden to commit the in-
vestigation to a Royal Commission.
Mr. Carv: {Carleton, N.B.) who had
led the | for a rarliamentary in-
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Ju the Hom of Commons during the
i 1S « iV B the debate L ) the
Laurier re ution for an investigation
of the =hell ominittee. These ex-
cerpls, Laker ether, stated what
had been the | on of the overn-
ment They recited in detail the rea-

gons for refusing an investigation., The

prinecipa! reason, of course, was chat
tne Canadian Parliament had no juris-
diction tc sit in judgment upon the

ccaduct or misconduct of the British
Government or officials of the British
Government. They also contained the
roposition that if any member of the
tlﬂum:. upon his reaponsibility as a
member, made any charge against a
member of the Government, then such |
charge would be promptly Investigat-
ed. “This has not been dome,” said
the Prime Minister, “but " he contin-
ued, “the Hon. Member for Richmond
(Mr. Kyte) made statemeats as to the
connection of the Minister of Militia
with certain contracts entered into by
the Shell Committee, and as to enor-

mousg profits or commissions arising
out of thes¢ contracts to certain com-
panies whii e mentioned. It 1s al-
leged that Mr. J. Wesley Allison had
a very large interest in these profits
Or COIl and It 18 sugegesled
that, Jifluence with the
Minister litia, the Shell Com-
mittee w induced to make the con-
tracts h The Minister of
Mt ; ¢ had previously
gtated | 1is ¢l » relation
to Mr. J v Allison and his great
confide ntlem: Having
regari onsiderations,”"” the
P1 j€ ] I, “lI think it desir-
il should be made
nta . tracts made by the
Shell Cor with th \merican
Ammuni (‘'0.,, and the International
Arms a’ ' and the cartridge
CASe Cf made by the Shell Com-
mitte . Edward : Valve Co
Scope Not Limited

“Upon careful enqguiry I cannot find
that any of the other contracts out
of which & i red by the Hon. Mem-
ber for K that J. Wesley Alll-
gon obtained profits or commissions,
were made either by the Shell Com-
mittee or by any department oi the

Government of Canada. However, as
it hag been alleged that the Shell Com-
mittee made a contract with the
Providence Chemical Company of St
Louis that alleged contract will be in-
cluded. 1 therefore propose,” said the
Premier, "to recommend to his Royal
Highness the Governor-General that a
Royal Commission shall issue appoinut-
ing one or more judges to make a |
thorough Investigation into these four
contracts and all matters connected
therewith.” The Prime lLlinlster then
read to the House a cablegram he had
gsent to Major-General Sir Sam
Hughes. The message stated briefly
the Kyte charges and contained the
following peremptory command for
the Minister's immediate return to
Canada: “1 propose issuing a Royal
Commission forthwith to investigate
fuse and cartridge case contracts, and
it is necessary that you return imme-
diately for the purpose of enquiry.”
Sir Robert then read the Minister's re-

ply, whicli ran as follows: * FPlease
state to the House that I have no im-
proper connection with contracts re- |

ferred to or any other contracts. If any |
suggestion to the contrary 1s made I
respectiully demand full investigation
by the judicial tribunal presided over |
by Sir Charles Da-idson. 1 shall sail |
first available boat. (Signed) “Sam
Hughes."”

Dr. A. W. Waite, the New York
dentist, has been charged with mur-
der in the first degree.

Compan)
and Fuse
for granted that tley haw given ample |
Euarantees
formance of their contracts.

GERMAN HORDES STILL
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WITH HUGE RAKE-OFF

Alleged Mushroom United States Com-
panies Made Profits Long Before
Delivery of Shell Fuses

—

In the House of Commons, Ottawa,
on Tuesday night George W. Kyte
(Liberal) of Richmond, preferred an
elaborate indictmeprt against tke shells
committee in connection with th+ con-
tract for fuses. He read from the

| record to prove on June 9, 1905, con-

tracte were iweded to two American
companies for fuses involving an ex-
penditure of $22,000,000. Ome com-
pany was called the American Ammu-
nitlon Company, and the other was
called the luternational Arms and
Fuse Company. He read from the
articles of incorporation to show that
the first company was incorporated

. under the laws of Virginia just three

weeks before It recelved anm order
from the shellr committee aggregat-
ing about 3$11,0:00,000. The company
had no plant or business of any kind
and its paid up -apital was 51,000,

Hughes' Formal Approval
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'KYTE CHARGES ALLISON |BABY-KILLERS TAKEN:

HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE

“It is War,” Says Hun—Captors Very
Kind—New Zealander the Hero—
Three More Raids

With the exeeption of the big raid
of January 31, when the casualties
aggregated 67 persons killed and 117
injured, the Zeppelin raids of Friday
and Saturday nights caused greater

loss of life than any previous aerial

Fluahrean a Zeppelin and a Britis

altack this year. The total casual-
ties for the two nights, according to
an official report, were 9 persons
killed and 166 wounded. The casual-
ties ol Sunday's rald in which Scot-
land was attacked by Zeppelins for
the first time, are not yet known.
The British public finds satisfaction
in practieal proof afforded of a great
improvement in the defensive methods
of dealing with aerial incursions. For
the first time since the inception of
this method of warfare on the British
coast, not only has one ralding Zeppe-
lin, L-15, been brought down and its
crew taken prisoner, but the official
report recounts an exciting aerial fight
.,]r.
man, Lieut. Brandon, who, mounting

Mr. Kyte charged that the American 'to a height of 9,000 feet, got over the
Ammunition Company, capital $1,000, raider and dropped several bombs on

having no plant, received fus orders
on which $1,565,400 wa: pald before
any delivery was made.
International
pany, capital $3,000, having no plant,
recelved $1687,000 DHefore delivery.
That E. B. Cadwell, president , the
International Fuse and Arms Co.;
B. F. Yoakum, New York, and E. N.
Bassick, Bridgecport, Conn., en'ered
Into a written agreement to divide
$1,000,000 for getting contracts from

1
|

with effect. The L-16 was brought
down by land batteries in the Thames

That the estuary.
Arms and Fuse Com-|

Defences Improved

It 18 stated that a number of per-
sons who were injured in the Zeppe-
lin raid were rendered unconscious by
asphyxiating bombs. Eyewitnesses
conecur that Zeppelin raiders never

{
|

!

| previously met with such a cannonade |

from anti-ajrcraft guns. The raiders,
Individually and in concert, attempt-

the shell committee before such con-|ed to progress inland during a greater

tracts were in wr:ting. That Col. J.

| Wesley Allison was in' an agreement

with Yoakum and Eugene Lignant,
musician, of Morntreal, to secure con-
tracts, and that_ Lignant disposed of

International Arms

but he

Lhe
ILpany,

and

bonds for the falthtul

DRIVEN TO SLAUGHTER

Verdun Defences Roll Back More At-
tacks—Aircraft and Artillery Busy
Around Crown Prince's Objective
Despatches from London on Sun-

cay said: "The Germans are still car-

“ying on strong offensive operations

northeast and northwest o Verdun.

‘bout four and one-half miles north-

east the fortress they penetrated

the Caillette Wood, just outside Fort

Douaumont, after a violent bombard-

ment. r'rom part of this wood the

il

took it

his one-tenth intdrest later for $50,000.
That Major-Gen. Hughes gave his for-
mal approval to Allison's transactions.
Mr. Kyte argued that the trail led
directly up to the Minister cf Militia
and | - because the contract
wil erican Ammnition Co.,
1 lulx executed by the shell
commit! was formally ratified by
-:‘i_'r HMUENes
Sir Thomas Defends
H 01 white f{ollowed on be-
halfl ol rOvernment. He id that
ther hing unusual in the Gov-
ni advancing money to contrac-
Lo before the work wag actually
N Wy vé™ there was large
init gxpense, such as nstalling
] 'Y, Il was custorary " the
LOVer: it to make advanc to the
contraclo The Minister said he
knew nothing about the narticular eor- |
porations, the American Ammunition

part of the night, but were repeatedly
checked by a tornado of shells. ’%
machine of Lieut. Brandon was

several times by machine gun bullets

from the Zeppelin. Alfred Brandon,
the British airman, is a native of
Wellington, N.Z2. He only joined the

Flying Corps last July,
Hundreds of Casualties
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ARE OF THE BLIND |

——
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According

to the last Dominion
are 3,200 blind people

cecsns Lhere

|

¥rank Palmer:

in Canada; of these Ontarlo claims

1.100. Statistics tell us that 80 or

90 per ccni. of the blind of every
civilized country are adults over 20
years of age; 60 per cent. of the blind
of Canada are over the age of 15. In
the adult class, it is more than prob-
able that the next census will find
these numbers of the blind largely
increased, owing to its war. What
machinery has Canada ready to train
and equip these blind that they may
become self-supporting? There are
five blind schools in the Dominjon.
Only one of these is In any way equip-
ped or suitable for the training of
adults, the blind training college in
Halifax, which, under the leadership
of Sir Frederick Fraser, has become
the model Dblind school of Canada.
This institution is supported partly by
municipal grants and by a prc rata
grant of from $150 to $200 a year
for each pupil attending the school
from Newfoundland and the Mari-
time Provinces. The biimd school at
Brantford is the only one supported
by the state. The other three schools
are situated in Montreal, but none are
equipped in any way for the training
of adult blind. The Maritime Provin-
ces come nearest to the problem of
help for blind workers by the Mari-
time Association of the Blind, whose
field secretary, S. R. Hussey, follows
up pupils and others who are attempt-
ing to earn iheir living, and endeav-
+ publiec support and in-
i hehalf.

Oors to arou

terest on thi Two years ago

oir Frederick Fraser turned over
$1,000 to this association from the
superintend fund, to be loaned
out for purchase of tos or equip-
ment Ca la is ahead of any ot!
It I .
lind 1 jcul r
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Jargely i to tl nEalil
of Sir ck rager
followed Cg la's lead
| later, by allowing Lroeg
hooks fron 1blie libraries io t
vidual onl In England there are

Official bulletins dealing with the
ZLeppelin ra of Sunday, saturday
and Fridas glits read as lollows:
“A Zeppelin rald took place Sunday
night, wlhi L] coast ol scotland and
1 i i | LErn 4
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were killed and about 100 injui
1he total casualtl reporied in Lioe
I..l.'rli.--';.J.-l. I on tlie night ot
| l-APril 1 LOW amount to forty |
killed and sixty-six injured. Nearly |
| 200 explosive and incendiary® hombs

were dropped. ‘There was no mlitary |
damage. A number ol our aeroplanes
went up to atttack the raiders.”

per- |

larmed positions,

Crew Were Afraid

“None of the men of the L-15 would
admit that bombs had been dropped
during the raid, probably from the
unfounde:d fear that any such admis-
gilon would entail punishment. The
prisoners will be placed with the
other German prisoners, and no dif-
ference will be made in their treat-
ment. All the captured German offi-
cers and men will receive the same
pay as those of equal rank in the
British service.”

Hun Captain's Story

“I"'do not think you would find an
officer of the German navy or army
who would willingly participate in
the killing of women and children,”
said Lieut.-Commander Bréithaupt,
commander of the Zeppelin L-15. “I
am very weil catisfied with the treat-
ment here. We have a much more
important objecti_in view than .ne
killing of women and children—name-
ly, the desiroying of the enemy's
warships and factor-

ies. Women and children become the
| victims of our operations, but not be-
cause we il m intentionally. It
'is war.” Lieut., Kuehne, second i
| command, sawl that it was Lis

raid on Eugaiod. “1 had LOped Lo
COome agadlil Lt @adaed, e wihie :
i he particlj.«dceau Eiadly 1nn alr ra
Lcommaundaer Breithhaupt replied:
“Yes. 1 do my duiy as an officer
gladly. As to the risk in air fighting
''we know the chantes we run.” Breii
kaupt wore an Iron Cross of the O«
tober, 1910, raid, and had been wiih
the Zeppelins since war broke oul
! All the members of the airship’s cr

I when interri

'tion at

rated, expressed satisind
the (reatment they had re

ceived.

Villa’'s Band Secattered

Scattered in
With Pursuers

Four hundred American cavalrymen

Band
Clash

Raider's

| under the command of Col. George. A.

French in an mmediate counter-
ttack, drove back the ipvaders. An-
other poweriul attack was delivered
inst thiat portion of the Avocourt
il E:_'. the Frencn, but tliere
varrier fire and machine

Germans witoout gain.

ave now entirely evacu-

' of YVaux =mnd have

south of the town,

ediate outsgirts. On

about Verdun there

Ve | uly intermittent bombard-
lery Jluels have charac-|

ting along the remain-

vI1 Airceralt have been

round Verdun. The

! riit down three German

but Berlin asserts that the

combots have resulted in their

aid iave been busily

reqi in dropping bombs on mili-

lary e: -.-.--..rlr- f"t uull'in'..u polnts. |
Having captured the village of Ma-
|21 urt, the Germans have now shift-
¢+l their offensive eastward to the sec-
| around the famous Le Mort
. me, With heavy forces the Teu-
t have attacked the French llne
v HE 295 and Le Mort Homme |

eded in entering French first |

line trenches. A vigorous counter-
attack by the French, however, almost

immediately expelled the invaders,
another attack by the Teutons,
delivered a little later, 1s declared by

I'aris to have been put down complete-
1y.

el L

Another Attack Fgzils

The Germans have made no attempt
to debouch from Malancourt since
thei occupation of the wvillage. The
heavy bombardments of preceding
days in the region northwest of Ver-
dun have greatly slackened, and there
also lias been only moderate activity
by the big guns to the north and the

Dodd, have fallen on the main body

of Francisco Villa's bandits at the San |

Geronimo rauch, scattering them in
many directions and driving the bap-
dit chief, wouaded and crippled, to

' seek a hiding place in the mountains.

Villa was hurried from danger in a
carriage. The fight opened at ©
o'clock in the evening of March 29,
and continued for several hours. Col
Dodd with picked troopers of the
Seventh and Tenth Cavalry fell upon
the unsuspecting Villa camp, v here

' 500 bandits were celebrating the mas-

sacre of 172 Carranza soldiers two

east of the fortress. Paris reports the , days previously at Guerrero.

failure of a German infantry attack
agaiuzt the French to the south of the
Somme River, near Dompierre, the
shelling by the
troops on the march in the Argonne
Forest, and the battering of German
positions in the Forest of Apremont.

Professor L2vell Fcund ?

A despatch from Colorado Springs
and a message received Ly Mrs. Lavell

' herself in Toronto indicate that the

three-year mystery of the disappear-
ance of Prof. Cecil F. Lavell, PhD,,
formerly of Queen’'s University, King-
ston, has been solved by his
Yound in that town. The ressage said

French of German  Official

|
[
|

‘date were 290,000,

Nearly 300,000 in Khaki

Figures of Enlistments
Canada and Cost in Dollars

Sir Robert Borden announced in the
House of Commons last week taat the
enlistments in the Canadian army to
Of these 112,000
are in Great Britain or at the front,
and 136,000 are in Canada. There
have been 22,000 casualties, and the
wastage has been 21,700. At the end
of February the total war cost to
Canada was $187,000,000. Sir Robert
has given notice of a resolution to
provide for $250,000,000 for war ex-
penses, to give the Governor-in-Council
power to raise by way of loan such
sums as are required for war purposea

First |

!

a large number of voluntary work

for the blind, who print books in the
Braille, thai the personal
and interest. In the United
each state is compelled by constitu-
tion to provid for its blind citizens,
that is the intérest of the state. Can
we not hope for a combination of
these two examples throughout the
Dominion, and commence right away
by arousing public opinion every-
where to the great need of the blind

in this country?—Grace E. Kennedy.

i3 servjce

Stales

A Quick Trip

season closed at
season a colored

After the racing
New Orleans one

roustabout asked where the next
meeting was to be held.

He was told “Toronto.”

“Is it far?”

“Just a short distance,” was the
reply, so he jumped in a boat and
gtarted to row there. When about

four miles from New Orleans an ac-
gquaintance o bank him
with: “Hello, Link, ole boy!” Link
ptarted for the shore, musing to him-
pelf:

“Ah ,wondah who knows me in To"
onto?"

the hailed
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A Serbian Woman

Fhe peasant costume of the Serbs is
most picturesque, the feature of it
being a fringed apron of guady
oolors anc beautiful finish, The
women are usually healthy and
powerful and in many cases beau
tifnl :
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“can get well for nothing, and if 1|
marry a mimster I can be good
for nothing. —Woman’s Journal,

YauCan

cure that old sore or uleer fron
which you have been sufferine f -
s0 Jong, if you will only use an oin

ment that is capable of reaching the
geat of the trouble. Zam-Buk can do

SOME RUSSIAN PROVERBES,

The cynical humor of the Russi-
ans is admirably illustrated by
their proverbs, a selection Of
which we give from the “National
Proverbs of Russia,” published by

You cannot sew buttons on vour
neighbor's mouth,

When money speaks, truth keeps
silence,
. The German may be
fellow, but it is better to
him,

a good
hang

A woman’s hair is long, but her this because of its wnusual pene
sense is short, trating power.. Also, Zanr-Buk is =
A fool shoots; God guides  the strong germicide—germs cannot
bullet, live where Zam-Buk is applied, =o
The spoken word cannol oe that the germs are destroyved no!

only on the surface, but in all the
diseased underlyving tissue. Then
healing commences; new tissue re
placing the old and diseased, until
the sore i= thoroughly and perma-
nently cured.

The case of Mise Frances Daudin,
of Somerset, Man., verifiez the above
statement. She writes: 1 suffered
for over twenty vears with an ulcer
on my leg, and all the remedics
tried during that time proved inef-
fective. Several doctore trented me,
but 1 got no benefit. Finally 1 tried
Zam-Buk, and 1 am thankful to =ay

swallowed,

The greatest king must at last
be put to bed with a shovel.

Dogs bark and the wind carries
it away.

A dog is wiser than a woman:
he does not bark at his master.

Where God builds a church,
there the devil has his chapel.

If yon go to war, pray: il von
go on a sea journey, pray twice:
but pray three times when you are
going to be married,

If vou are not caught, you
no thi=l,

are

It is a stupid mouse that knows tha! after perseverance with this
only one hole, o'utinc2t 1 am now completely

It’s a bad soldier who does not cared.” ,
aspire to be a general. Zam-Buk s also splendid for

What is good for the Russian is eczemu, abscesses, boils, pimples,
death for the German. ringworm, piles, blood-polsonineg,

Twice the wife is dear to the cuts, burns, and ail skin injuries
husband—when he marries  herp an? disences, DBest balm for baby's
and when he buries her, geres. All éroggists, 50c. box, 3 for

195 o from Zam-Buk Co., Toronta>
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When I am big. mamma, I*'m N R .
going to marry a doctor ora % / =
minister, et T T TONN

Why my dear? , ; 3017 v e A L :;?')

Because, if 1 marry a doctor | N
— ﬁ
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IMTERHATIONAL STOCK FOOD CO. LIMITED 7
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For Sale by S. Mciviyre, Hardw. ¢ n!, Durham, Erecyohere
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Every Tuesday, March to October
“All Rail”
Every Wednesday During Season Navigation
“Great LaKkes Route”

Bommewhere out oo the prairies whare lmst year Caneda’s Orentost
Wheet Crop was produced there is & home waiting for you. The

CANADIAN PACIFIC

will take you there, give you sl the lnformation sbowt the best }
places, and help yom to meeces. n - " » "

Particulars from say Facttic Tiohet
R Howard, P assenger

‘ -
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Special Prices on Feed

We haveia stock ot Yellow Corn on
hand that we are selling at $1.50 per
1oo Ibs.1n ton lots.

We have a good stock of other Feed on hand, which we are offering
at following prices in ton lots:

“Chieftain" Corn Feed, per Ton #27.00 sacks_included
Ground Feed Whe 1t " 75.00 " -
ODat Shorts . 22.04) “

If vou want Feed shipped to cutside stations, eall
us up and get delivered prices

We are in thejmarket for Milling Oats,. Fead Oats
Mixed Grain aud Barley, and will pay highest
fff-it:ea for any quantity at our elevator,

PHONES 4 and 26

The Rob Roy Cereal Mills Co.

Oatmeal Millers.
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