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THE MOST POPULAR AND ONLY
DIRECT LINE REACHING ALL
SUMMER RESORTS IN HIGH-
LANDS OF ONTARIO.

Including Muskoka Lakes, Lake
of Bays, Algonquin Park, Magan-
etawan and French River, Georg-
ian Bay, Timagami and Kawartha
Lakes, Excellent train service via
Grand Trunk Railway to and from
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Adventure

A Romance of

CHAPTER IX.

AR BFTWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN.

i T was Satan's inexhaustible energy
and good spirits that most lm-

' ! pressed them. Hls teeth geemed

' perpetoally to ache with desire,
and In lien of black legs be husked the
cocoanuts that fell from the trees Ip
the compound, kept the enclosure clear
of intruding bens, and made a hostile
gequalntance with every boss boy who
came (o report.

Christlan Young salled away in the
MIinerva, earrying an Invitation (that
would be dellvered nobody knew when)
to Tommy Jones to drop in at Berande
the next time he was passing.

“What are your plans when you get
to Sydney?' Sheldon asked that night
at dinner,

“First I've heard that I'm golng to
Byidney,” Joan retorted. *1 suppose
you've received information, by bush
telegraph, that that third assistant np-
derstrapper and ex-sallorman at Tulagl
s golng to deport me as an undesirable
immlgrant.” .

“Oh, no, nothing of the sort, 1 assure
you,” Sheldon began with awkward
haste, fearful of baving offended,
though be knew not bow. *1 was just
wondering, that was all. Yoo see, with
the loss of the schoopner and—and all
the rest—vyou understand—l was think-
Ing that if—a—if—hang It all, uondl
you could communicate with your
friends, my agents at Sydney could ad-
Yance yoo a loan, temporary you see,
why I'd be only too glad and all the
rest, you know. The proper’—

But his jaw dropped and he regarded
ber irritably and with apprebenslon.

“What s the matter?’ he demanded,
with a show of heat. “What have |
done now?"’

“Certainly not the unexpected,” she
sald quletly. “Merely ignored me in
your ordinary, everyday, man god, su-
perior fashion. Naturally it counted
for nothing, my telling you that 1 had
mo idea of going to Bydney. Go to
Bydney 1 must, becanse you, in your
superior wisdom, bhave so decreed.”

8be pauvsed and looked at him curd
ously, as though bhe were some strange
breed of animal.

“Of course | am grateful for your
offer of assistance; but even that is ne
salve to wounded pride. For that
matter, it is no more than one white
man should expect from another.
Bhipwrecked mariners are always
belped along their way. Only this
particular mariner doesn't need any
help. Furthermore, this mariner 18
mot going to Sydney, thank you."

“But what do you intend to do?"'

“Find some spot where 1 shall

escape the Indignity of being patron-
twed and bossed by the superior sex.”

“Come now, that is putting it a bit
too strongly.” 8heldon laughed, but
the strain in his voice destroyed the
effect of spontaneity. *“Yon know
yourself how impossible the situation
l!l‘

“l know nothing of the sort, sir.
And If it 1s tmpossible, well, haven't
I acbleved it

“Buot it cannot continue. Really™—

“Oh, yes, It can. Having achleved
it, I ean go on achieving it. [ intend
to remain in the Solomons, but not on
Berande. Tomorrow | am going to
take the whaleboat over to Park
Bulay. 1 was talking with Captain
Young about it. He says there are at
least four hundred acres, and every
foot of it goog planting. First,
I'll buy the island; next, get forty or

for

fifty recruits and start clearing and
planting; and at the same time I'll
run up a bungalow; and then wvou'll
be relleved of n ¥y embarrassing pres-
ence—npnow don't say that it isn't.”

‘It 18 eubarrassing.” be snd biantly.
“*But you refuse to see my point of
view, so there 18 no use 1n discussing 1L.

Now please forget all about it and con-
gider yvour service concerning
this—this project of yours suppose
the government sells vou Pari-Sujay at
n pound an acre, clearing will cost yon

e At

at least £4 more—that is. £56 for 400
acres, or, say, £10,000. Have you that
mueh '’

“No:; | haven't quite $8,000."

“Then here's another way of looking
at it: You'll need, as yoo said, at least
fifty boys. Not counting premiums,
their wages are $30 a year.”

“1 pay my Tahitians $15 a month,”
she Interpolated.

“They won't do on straight plantation
work.. But to return. The wages of
fifty boys each year will come to £300
—that Is, §1,600. Very well. It will be

| BéVeD years before your trees begin to

bear. Seven times $1,500 is $10,500—

2bove resorts.

Tourist tickets at reduced rates, to pay for bungaiow, bullding, m-',_
good to return until November 30 9uinive, trips to Sydney and so forth.
are now on sale to above resorts. Sheldon shook bis head gravely.
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partner in sSfne otb®r plaotation. Let

me buy It in Berande?"

“Heaven forbid!" pe cried in such
genuine dismay that she broke into
hearty laughter.

“There, 1 won't tease you. Really,
you Ekpow, I'm pot accustomed O
foreing my presence where It is Dot
desired. Yet as you said yourself, it
was Impossible for me to go away, 80
1 had to stay. You wouldn't let me
go to Tulagi. You compelled me to
force myself upon you. Hut | won't
buy in as partner with any one. [I'll
buy Pari-Sulay, but I'll put only ten
boys on it and clear slowly. Also,
I'll invest in some old ketch and take
out a trading license. For that mat-
ter, I'll go recruiting on Malaita.”

She looked for protest apd found it
in Sheldon's clenched bhand and In
every line of his clean cut face,

“Go ahead and say 1it.” she chal-
lenged. “Please don't mind me. |'m
—I'm getting used to It, yon know.
Really 1 am.”

“] wish | were a wWoman so as to
tell yon how preposterously insape and
impossible 1t is,” be blurted out.

“Better than that, you are a man
So there s nothing to prevent your
telling me, for | demand to be con-
sidered as & man. | didn't come

down here to trail my woman's skirts |

over the Solomous. Please forget that
| am accidentally anything else than
a man with a man’s living to make.”

“] have told you,” he began stiffly,
“that recruiting on Malaita Is impos- |

sible for a woman and that is all I

care to say—or dare.”
“And 1 tell you, In turn, that it is

nothing of the sortt | am a naviga-
tor, and that s more than your Bolo-
mons captains are. And |l am a sea-
man—a better seaman than you, when
it comes right down to it and you
know it. | can shoot. | am not a
fool. 1 can take care of myself.”

Sheldon made a hopeless gesture.

“That's right,” she rattled on. *Wash
your hands of me. But as Von used to
say, ‘You just watch my smokel' 1sup-
pose you've been accustomed to Jane
Eyres all your life. That's why you
don't understand me. Come on, Satanp;
let's leave him to his old music.”

He watched her morosely and with-
out intention of speaking, till be saw
her take a rifle from the stand, exam-
ine the magazine and start for the
door.

“Where are you golng?' he asked
peremptorily.

“As between man and woman,” &he
answered, “it would be too terribly—or
—indecent for you to tell me why |
shouldn't go alligatoring. Good night
Sleep well.”

He shut off the phonograph with a
snap, started toward the door after
ber, then abruptly flung himself into a
chalr.

“You're hoping a 'gator catches me,
aren't you?' she called from the veran-
da, and as she went down the stens
her rippling launghter drifted tantaliz-
ingly back through the wide doorway.

The next day Sheldon was left all
nlone. Joan bad gone exploring Parl-
Sulay and was not to be expected back
until the late afternoon. The loss of
the Jessie had hit Berande severely.
Not alone was his capital depleted by
the amount of her value, but ber earn-
inrs were no longer 0 be reckoned on,
and it her earnings that largely
jald the running expenses of the plan
tation

Wwis

“FPoor old Hughle,” he mutteresd
slound once. "I'm glad von dido't live
o see It, old man. What a eropper,

wiat a cropper.”
Betwoen squalls the Flibberty Gibbet
rau inio mochorage, and ber skipper,

'ete Oleson (brother to the Uieson o
the wild-
eved, emaciated by fever, draceed his
weary frame up the veranda steps and
collapsed In a steamer chair. Whiskey
and soda kept him golng while he
made report and turned Ip his accounts

“*You're rotten with fever,” Sheldon
eald. *“*Why don't you run dowy o
Sydney for a blow of decent climate ¥

The old skipper shook his head.

“1 can’t. I've been ip the islands too
long. 1'd die. The fever comnes out
worse down there."”

“Kill or cure,”” Sheldon counnselled,

“It's straight kill for me. | tried
it three vears ago. T'he cool weather
put me on my back before | landed.
They carried me ashore and into bhos-
pital. [ was unconsclons one stretch
for two weeks., After that the doctors
sent me back to the islands—said 1t
was the only thing that would save
me., Well, I'm still alive. Bot I'm
too soaked with fever. A month In
Australia would finish me.”

He declined to s'eep ashore, took his
orders, and went back on board the
cutter. A lurid sunset was blotted out
by the heaviest squall of the day, and
Sheldon watched the whaleboat arrive
in the thick of it. As the spritsall was
taken in and the boat headed on to the
beach, he was aware of a distinct burs

Jessler, anclent, grizzied

L el

Nl sizDl of Juan atl (e sieering oar,
elapdibg  erect and swayiug ber
strengib to it as she resisted the pres-
gures tbhat tended to tbhrow the craft
proadside in tbe sorf. Her Tahitians
leaped out and rusbed the boat bigh up
tbe beach, and she led ber Dbizarre
following through the gate of the com-
pound.

“lovely, perfectly lovely—Pari-
Solay,” she panted. *1 shall buy it
I'll write to the commissioner tonight.
And the site for the bungalow—l1've
selected It already—Iis wonderful. You
must come over rome day and advise
me. You won't mind my staying oers
until 1 can get settled? Wasno't that
squall beautiful! And | suppose |I'm
late for dinner. I'll run and get clean
and be with you In a minute.”

“Do you know, !!‘m pever going to
squabble with youn apgain.” be ab-
pounced, when they were seated.

“Squabble!” was the retor.. *“It'a
soch a sordid word. It sounds cheap
and nasty. | think it's much nicer to
quarrel.”

“Call It what vou pleanse, but we
won't do It apy more, will we?' He
cleared bis throat pervously, for ber
eyes advertised the lmmediate begin-
ning of bostilities. *1 beg your par-
don,” be burried on. "1 should have
epoken for myself. What | mean I8
that | refuse to quarrel. You bave the
most borrible way., without uttering
a word, of making me play the fool
Why. | began wirh the kindliest in-
tentions, and here | am npow''—

“Making npasty remarks,” she com-
pleted for him.

*It's the wav you have of catching

me up,” be complained,
“*Why | pever said a word, | was
merely sltting bere. being sweelly

“IT'S BTRAIGHT KILL FOR ME.”

lured on by promises of peace on
earth and all the rest of it, when sud-
denly you begin to call me names.”
“Hardly that, | am suore.”
“Well, you saild | was horrible, or

that | had a borrible way about me, |

which is the same thing. | wish my
bungalow were up. [I'd move tomor-
row."

But her twitching lips belied ber

words, and the pext moment the man |

was more uncomfortable thao ever,
being made so by her langhter

“1 was only teasing you. Honest
Injun. And If you don't laugh I'l
guspect you of being in a temper with
me. That's right, Inugh. But don't"—
ghe added ip alarm. **don’'t, If it burts
vou. You look as though you had a
tootbhache. There. there; don't say it
You know you promised pot to quar-
rel. while 1 have the privilege of go-
ing oo being as hatefnl as | please.
And to begin with, there's the Flib-
berty Gibhet. | didn't know she was

a0 larce a cutter. But she's in dis-
graceful condition.”

“Her skipper's bad with fever”
Sheldon explained. "And he had fto
drop his mate off to take hold of

things at Ugli—that's where 1 lost Us-
enr, my trader. And you know what
gort of sallors the niggers are.”

2he nodded her hen® fudicially and
he for a second helmng of
tinned beef, not becanss he wWias hun-
gry. but becanse he wanfed to watch
her slim, firm HOogers. I'hey were
prown wiih tap and looked exceadng
I'hen, and without effort,

asked

Iv nhovish

the concept came to him. Yes, that
was it He had =tumbled upon the
clew to her tantalizing persopality.
The ftingers. sunburned and boyish,

He bad tried to treat
woman when she was
pnot A& woman., She was a mere girl,
and a bovish girl at that, with sub-
phrned fingers that delighted in doing
what boys’ fingers did, with a body
and muscles that llked swimming and
violent endeavor of all soris. with a
mind that was daring but that dared
no fartber than boys' adventures and
that delighted in rifles and revolvers,
Stetson hats and a sexless camara-
derie with men. ,

Somehow, as he pondered and watch-
ed her, it seemed as if he sat in chareb
at bome listening to the choir boys
chanting. Sbe reminded him of those
boys. or their volces, rather. ‘I'bhe same
sexless quality was there. In the body
of her she was a woman. In the mind

toid the story
with bher as a

8900000000000 8000900090 200 PPRPEVRPP00000 0000004,

' I knew it,” she chided.

in the mourning some time.
 twelre miles "

of ber she bad not grown up. She
bad not been exposed to ripening im-
fluences of that sortt She had bad oo
mother. Von, ber father, native ser-
vants and rough island life bad com-
stituted ber training. Horses and

rifes had been her toyp. camp and

two sick boys she bhad nursed In the
hospital. The other one had died
“Me take 'm plenty fella medicine
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trail ber nursery. From what she had
told him bher seminary days had beea
an exile, devoted to study and to cease-
less longing for the wild riding and
swimming of Hawail. A boy's train-
ing and a boy's point of view!

Well, there was only one thing for
him to do. He must meet bér on bher
own basis of boyhood and not make
the mistake of treating her a8 a wWo-
man. He wondered if he could love
the woman she would be when hep
nature awoke, and he wondered iIf be
could love her just as she was and
himself wake her np. After all, wbhat-
ever it was, she had come to fill guite &
large place in his lfe, as he had dis-
covered that afternoon while scanning
the sea between the squalls. ‘I'hen be
remembered the accounts of Heraode
and the eropper that was coming and
scowled.

CHAFPTER X.
A MESBAGE FROM BOUCHER.
HELDON became aware that sbe
was speaking.
“l beg pardon.” bhe sald
“What's that you were say-
ing ¥’

“Yon weren't Hstening to a word
“1 was saying
that the coodition of the Flibberty
Gibbet was disgraceful, and that to-
morrow, when you've told the skipper
and not hurt his feellngs | am golog
to take my men out and give her amn

overhauling. We'll scrub her bottom
too. Why, there’'s whiskers on bher
copper four inches long. |1 saw It

when she rolled. Don't forget. 1I'm
going cruising on the Flibberty some
day., even if | bhave to rup away with
her.”

While at their coffee on the veranda | AT(E C()” []f \‘(}rh Eng_

Satan raised a commotion in the com-

| pound near the beach gate, and Shel-

don finally rescued a mauled and
frichtened black and dragged him on
the poreh for interrogation.

The black drew a scrap of nDotes
paper from under his belt and passed
it over., Sheldon scanned it harriedly.

“It's from Boucher,” he explained,
“the fellow who took Packard's place.
P'nekard was the one I told you about
who was killed by his boat's crew. He
savs that Iort Adams crowd is ount—
fifty of them, in big eances—and eamp-
ing on his beach. Theyv've killed half
1 dozen of his pligs already and seem
to be looking for trouble. And be's
afraid they may connect with the tif-
teen runaways from Lunga.”

“In whieh case? she querled.

“In which case Billy Pape will be
compelled to send Boncher's enceessor.
Iit's Pape’'s statlon, you know. | wish
I knew what to do. | doo't like to leave
here alone.”

“T'nke me along, then.”

itle smlled and shook his head.

“Iben yon'd berter take my men
along,” she advised. "I'bey're good
ghots, and they're not afrald of any-
thing—except Utami, and he's atrald
of ghosts.”

The big bell was rung,. and fifty black
hovs earried the whaleboat down te
the water. [1'be regular boat's crew
manned her, and Matanare and three
other Tahitlans, belted with cartrideces
and armed with rifies, sat in the sternm
sheets, where Rheldon stood at the
steering oar.

“My. 1 wish | conld go with youn,”
Joan sald wistfnlly as the boat shoved
off.

“I"'m as good as a man,” ghe nrged

“You really are needed here,” he re-
plied. *“There's that Lunga ecrowd:
they might reach the coast right bere
and, with both of ns ahsent, msh the
plantation. Goodby. We'll get back
it's only

¥ ol

When Joan started to return to the
house she was compelled to pass
among the boat ecarriers, and one of
them stepped up to ber. Ip the dark- |
pess she could not make him out. |

“What pame?" she asked sharply.
“What name belong you™

“Me Aroa,” be sald

Continued on page 7.
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