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that he would under Clare's persua-
slons and the weight of his promise,
-{ has happiness was in his own keeping.
He had undoubtedly again gained a
modest competence, had a good busi-
ness and the love of a sweetly beauti-
ful and contented woman. Verily the

SANTA CLAUS

has Arrived at the

BIG 4

with a4 bigger and better load of
Toys and Presents than ever
consisting of

Dolls, Doll Carriages, Rocking
Horses, Sleighs, Drums, Me-
chaunical Toys. Games, Picture
Books. and Toys of all kinds,
Fancy Cups and Saucers, Beads,
Fanoy Handkerchiefs, Fancy
Collars, Gloves, Slippers &c.

I went home and threw myself
heavily upon the bed. At the sum-
mons to the evening meal I failed to
regpond; burying my face in the pil-
| low Instead, as for the hundredth time
I rehearsed what I was to say to Mrs.
Dace. I could only tell her that I had
received a severe setback, but was
planning a new campaign, and beg of
her a few days indulgence until 1
could go over matters. She had told
me that she was to be at home that
evening, and it had been understood
between us that 1 was to be with her;
therefore, at eight o'clock I arose and
called for her number. The volce of
Janet answered me, telllng me that
her mistress was not at home.

With an overwhelming presenti-
ment of more misery to come, I vainly
jmplored some information as 1o
where she had gone and at what hour
she was expected to return. The an-
| swer that I received was a click that
told me of the hanging up of the ear-
plece and my future volcings brought
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Be sure and come to see
SANTA CLAUBS

W. H. BEAN

only the ringing silence of an un-
answering wire. I sank into my chair
again.

In the midst of my stupor I heard
the ringing of the door bell, and a
moement later the sound of light foot-
steps ascending the stairs. There was
a tap at my door, and at my listless
response LeDuc quietly entered. I
saw him run his eves quickly over me

To Winnipeg
as he tossed his hat upon the bed and
A W E S ' drew a chair close beside mine. He

| gaid nothing, did not even smile, as

| was his habit, and in my misery I did

TRAVEL BY THE l:nm offer him any greeting. For per-
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In the silence that followed the slow
R AAA S kin the tall clock sound
MBR4. . g0 vEame (UeHREof the till clock SomEeC LS
» et EX the tolling of a bell. 1 shut my eyes.
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“Go on.” I commanded, as he sat fac-
ing me with no signs of any inclina-
tion to proceed. “What does this junk
gignify to you?” He got up, and cross-
ing the room, silently bolted the door
that led to my uncle’s apartments,
then resumed his seat and addressed
me in the low tones of one who adds
caution to precaution.
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| richest gifts of the gods reposed in
the hollow of his hand. | who had conveyed the person de-

altogether. You had told me of his
entering a cab the evening before the
crime, and so 1 went to a friend of
mine who is an official in the cab
drivers’ union. They are practically
all union men in this city, and he seni
out a circular to every member of his
assoclation calling upon the driver

geribed to come forward and receive
reward. Within two days I was talk-
ing to the man who had driven Bruce,
and in that way found out where he
gpent the night. The cabman drove
him to a resort tem miles from this
place, and Bruce spent the night of
the robbery there asleep.” 1 opened
my eyelids with an expression of sur-
prise.

“I did not know that Bruce went to

' such places,” [ muttered. LeDuc
. went on.
| “Nor does he voluntarily. He had

. been drugged. But I will come to
' that in a moment. Having secured
this information, which of course
| eliminated him as the active burglar,
I went to him and told him uphill and
down that he was making a fool
~of himself. When he learned that I
. had uncovered his whereabouts on the
‘night in question he made & clean
;hreaat of it. While he had been
-Iplnngeli in despalir by the crash, yet
: he had taken by two drinks that day,
| one being a cocktall with you in a
' cafe. Soon after the last drink he
had been stupefied, which fact he at-
| tributed to the reaction from his
- highly nervous state, but I came to a
 totally different conclusion, although
-1 sald nothing to him about it at the
time. With your assistance he en-
tered a cab, and remembered mumb-
ling a direction to the driver to take
him to his rooms; yet when he awoke
in the morning he found himself at a
place where he had no deslre to be.
Fear of Miss - Winton's displeasure
h_ad made him resolve to remain
gilent rather than hurt her by the con-
fession that he had got drunk, as he
fmagined he had, and gone to such a
place. I could not undersiand why
the cabman had taken it upon him-
gelf to convey him to this resort
against Bruce's directions, so I came
back at the driver hard. By the dint
of more questions, aided by a few
judicious threats, I drew out the in-
formation that the change in address

had been given by a certain party
whom the driver knew to be a friend
0l his ':r|;“:g-' 3T ! ™ from 1'5 T A i
ing seen them together, and who
stopped him and given

tions as to where to convey the sieer
ing one inside. That explained
driver's peculiar actions, 1t
were beconil decidedly

[though pre
Bruce had
directly to a0
nevertheless went a little
my investigations. 1 wa
interested to find out where he hzad
secnred the money which had enal
him to resume his opers
'Change. When I had convi
that I would eep the inforn
solutely setret, he
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“] suppose you mean his possession
of the key and his denial that he had
Lit, coupled with_the possibility that

have fallen from it into his pocket, |

that | That solved the mystery.

some one else had somehow come into
possession of it,” I said, breaking the
moment’s lull. LeDuc nodded.
wExactly. 1 was almost certain
from the time that Miss Winton an-
nounced the loss of her ey that it had
gomehow got into the possession of
her sweetheart; for its disappearance
from her keeping convinced me that
you had not been mistaken when you
gaid Bruce had exhibited it or its
duplicate. 1 had geveral talks witn
him and her on the subject, and they
still insisted with a positiveness that
1 could not ignore that their original
gtatements were absolutely correct;
pnamely, she denied that she had ever
loaned him the key, and he asserted
that he had no knowledge of ever
having it in his possession. 1 made
them rehearse all their actions when
together for some days previous to
the robbery, and finally a thought
came to her. S remembered that a
short time praffious, while she and
Bruce had been strolling together,
that she had slipped her pocketbook
containing the key into his side coal
pocket for a few moments while she
was putting on her gloves. And that
in turn suggested an idea to me. Had
the pocketbook been partially un-
clasped, the key might easily enough

-

and not having any occasion fo use
it for the next few days she naturally
enough had not missed it. So we got
the coat he had worn on that occa- |
sion and went through it. We found |
a small rip in the bottom of the out-
side pocket, and going further, dis-
in the bottom lining.
As for his
having pounded on the table with it
and afterwards denied it, that was
easily accounted for by the fact that
in his worriment he had unconsciously

| grawn it from his pocket and wuscd it
i as you d‘EEﬂribﬂd and ‘hen renla-ed it
| mechanically without noticing what

. Bruce, whom I all along told you was

he had held or remembering the in-
cident. I accepted this as the correct
golution of the key incident, and then |
and there dismissed Bruee from all
connection with the matter. For had ,
he entered into collusion with anyone |
else and loaned him the Kkey for the
night, the other person most certainly
would have been a professional who
owned his own tools and knew how |
to use them, and that idea, as Yyou
know, I had already abandoned. Do
you get me?”

“I think so.

==
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And havineg eliminated

innocent, vou turned your attention
to Richard Mackay as the next possi- |
bility.” My companion smiled faintly,
thrusting his hands into his pockels
and leaning forward in his chair.
“Yes, for about ten minutes. At the
end of that time I had reasoned him
The man who

out of the case.
strangled your uncle was described
by him as a large, strong man, who
coughed peculiarly. That description
fitted Mackay to a dot, and further-
more there was a possibility of his
baving been informed, through his
more or less familiar connection with
Mrs. Dace's establishment, of the
money being in the safe at this par-
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ticular time. Then, too, the incident
of your having left your keys there for
gome days furnished a possible way
by which he could have secured a
duplicate through a conspiracy with
one of the household. But that he
did it personally was absurd. He is
far and away above it. He is mnot
& burglar; he is a boodler. He has a
million dollars of his own, and would
no more risk himself in an act like
this than you would for a headful of
gilver. And having previously strick-
en out the professional cracksman be-
cause of the crudeness of the job, I
was mnow compelled to eliminate
Mackay and his friends because of
the same reasoning that I had applied
{n Bruce's case. Had he turned the
job over to some needy friend of his
from the underworld, that person
certainly would not have been & bun-
ler. You see what that brought me

I arose in my chair with a mingled
gensation of heat and cold climbing
my spine and stiffening my hair. “Do
you mean to say as the last remalning
possibility you fastened your suspi-
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