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CHAPTER XVI.
In the Vortex

o EEXERS® PAMPH
e F%‘ﬂmw‘m =y Maleolm was not one to throw his
Acply 1o mCPR AmurmH.LThm life away without an effort to save it.
Drat. P Once, during a visit to Delhi, Captain

Iﬂ EHlHEE OF CARS
AGENT

ONLY DIRECT IJHE Douglas, the ill-fated commandant of
the Palace Guards, had taken him to
his quarters for tiffin. As it happened,
the two entered by the Delhi Gate and
walked through the gardens and corrl-
dors to Douglas”s rooms, which were
situated over the Lahore Gate. Thus
he possessed a vague knowledge of
the topography of the citadel. and his
visit that morning had refreshed his
memory to a slight extent. On that
slender reed he based some hope of
escape. In any event he prayed that
his ruse might better Chumru's
chances, and he promised himself a
| soldier’s death if brought to bay in-
side the palace.
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Crossing the drawbridge at a fast
gallop, he saw a number of guards
looking at him wonderingly. It oc-
curred to him that the exciting events
of the early hours might have led to
orders beilng given on the question of
admitting sepoys In large numbers.
If that were so, he might gain time by
8 bit of sheer audacity. At any rate,
there was no harm in trying. As he
clattered through the gateway he
shouted excitedly:

“Close and bar the door! None must
be admitted without the King's special
order!”

The spectacle of a well-mounted ge-
poy officer, blood-stained and travel-
worn, who arrived in such desperate
haste and was evidently pursued by a
body of horse, so startled the atten-
dants that they banged and bolted the
great door without further ado.

Already the story was going the
rounds that the precious life of Baha-
|l:lu,r Shah had actually been threatened
by the overbearing sepoys—what more
likely than that this hard-riding offi-
cer was coming to apprise his majesty
of a genuine plot, while the flying !
squadron in the rear was striving to |
cut him down before the fateful mes-
sage was delivered?

Not to create too great a stir, Mal-
colm pulled up both horses at the
entrance to the arcade.

He called a chaprassi and bade him
hold Chumru’s steed. Then, learning
from the uproar at the gate that the
guards were obeying his instructions i
literally, he went on at an easier pace.
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orgy had ended, and the day of reck-
oning was ncar.

Malcolm, therefore, was confrouted
with two separate and hcstile sets of
conditions. On the one hand, he was
threading his way through a maze of
conflicting interests, and this” was a
circumstance most favorable to his
chances of escape; on the other, every
man regarded his neighbor with dis-
JTust and a stranger with positive sus-
2iclon, while Malcolm’s distinguished
appearance could mnot fail to draw
many inguiring eyes.

He crossed the large garden beyond
the arcade and was making for an
arch that gave access to the long cov- |
"red passage leading to the Delhi

Cate, when he saw Akhab Khan stand-
‘ng there.

Th: rebel leader was deep in con-

verse with a richly-attired personage
whom Frank discovered afterwards to
be the Vizier., Near Akhab Khan an

scort of sowars stood by their hors:s
=nd Malcolm felt that the instant tha
.ormer lance-corporal set eyes on
either Nejdi or himself recognition
would follow as surely as a vulture
knows its prey.

He could reither dawdle nor hesi-
tate. Wheeling Nejdi towards the
nearest arch on the left, he found him-
self in an open space between the
walls of the fortress and the outer line
of buildings. Underneath the broad
terrace, from which troops could de-
fend the battlements, stood a row of
Blorerocoms and go-downs. At a little
distance he could distinguish a line
of stables, and the mere sight sent the
blood dancing through his veins.

If only he could evade capture un..
nightfall he would no longer feel that
each moment might find him making a
last fight against impossible odds.
Dismounting, he led Nejdi to an un.
occupied stall. As there was nothing
to be gained by half measures he re.
moved saddle and bridle, hung them on
& peg, put a halter on the Arab, ad-
justed the heel- mpes and hunted the
adjoining stalls for forage.

He came upon some graln in a sack
and a quantity of hay. All provender
was alike to Nejdi so long as it was
toothsome. He was goon busily en-
gaged, and Malcolm resolved to avoid
observation by grooming him when
anybody passed whose gaze might be
too inquisitive.

He took care that sword and revol-
vers were handy. It was hard to tell
what bue and cry might be raised by
the troopers against whom the guards
had closed the Lahore Gate. Perhaps
they were searching for two men and
the finding of one horse in charge of

& chaprassi might suggest that the
rider of the other and his companion
had dodged through the Delhi Gate,
Again, his pursuers might have gal-
loped straight to the other exit and
i thus. made certain that he was still in

the palace. If that were 80, and they
ferreted him out, as well die here as
elsewhere. ‘n’[e&nuh:le, he chewed

philosophically at a few grains of the.
gram, and awaited the outcome of
ew-;:tnts that were now beyond his con-
tro

A wild swirl of wind and rain seem-
ed to favor him. There was not much
traffic past his retreat, and that little
ceased when a deluge lashed the dry

The palace was humming with ex-
citement. Its numerous buildings | ;
housed a multitude of court nobles and '
' other hangers-on to the court, and each |
of these had his speclal coterle of at
tendants who helped to advance their
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during the last hours of the Great
Mogul. Already men were preparing
for the final catastrophe. While the |
ignorant mob was firm in its belief
: that the rule of the sahib had passed .
4 | forever, those few clearer-he aded per-
* sons who possessed any eclaim to the
: title of statesmen were convinced that
: the Mutiny had failed.
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ho | Nana Sahib, rehabilitated in Oudh,
rticulars uapon in-

was opposing Havelock's advance;
Khan Bahadur Khan, an ex- pr_-nsmnerl
of the Company, had set up a barbar- ;
| ous despotism at Bareilly; the Moul- |

WALKERTON | vie of Fyzabad, intent on the destrue- |
B I\TESS COLLEGE % tion of the Residency, meant to estab-
L

! | lish himself there as ‘King of Hindgp-
“0. SPOTTON - PRESIDENT |stan” if only that ﬂtuhburi entreng;i
ment eould be carried: Mahudi Hu- |
sain, Gaffur Beg, Kunwer Singh, the
Ranee of Jhansi, and a host of other
prominent rebels scattered throughount |
Oudh, Bengal, the Northwest Pro. !
vinces and Central India, cared lessr
for Delhi than for their OwWn private |
affairs, and were consequently per-

mitting the Britigh to gather forces by
which they

meal,

_Fr::nm_"w epaul, the great border state,
Iring behind the pestilential Jungle of
the Terai, came an army of nine thou-
sand Ghoorkahs to help the British.
At Hyderabad, the most pPowerful Mo-
hammedan principality in India, the
Nizam and his famous minister, Sir
Salar Jung, crushed a Jehad with can-
non and . Rrapeshot. In a ward. the |
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the public that 1 am
now settied in my new
quarters, T. Moran’s old
stand, near the Gara-
fraxa St. bridge, where I
am prepared to cater to
their wants in™all kinds
of custom blacksmith-
ing. All work guaran-
teed first-class,
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ia fool as to work

earth and clouds of VADOr rose as
' though the water were beating on an
oven. Now and again a syce hurried
past, with head and shoulders envel-
oped in a sack. Once a party of se-
trudged through the mud, to-
. wards the water bastion of the palace,
and the men whom they had relieved
came back the same way a few min-
utes later.

Nejdi had seldom been groomed so
vigorously as durine the passing of

| these detachments .but no one gave the

slightest heed to the cavalry officer
i who was engaged on such an unusual
task. If thev noticed him at all it
was to wonder that he could be such
when there were
hundreds of loafers in the city who
could be kicked to the job.

The rain storm changed into a
steady drizzle and the increasing
gloom promised complete darkness
within half an hour. Malcolm was be-
' ginning to plan his movements when
-he became aware of a man wrapped
in a heavy cloak who approached from
' the direction of the arcade and peered
Into every nook and cranny.

“Now,” thought Frank,
first real difficulty. That man is
searching for some one. Whether or
not he seeks me he Is sure to speak,
and if my presence hag been reported
he will recognize hoth Nejdi and me
Instantly. If so, I must strangle him

with as little ceremony as possible.”

The newcomer came on. In the half
: Hght it was easy to see that he was
not a soldier but a court official. In-
deed., before the searcher’s glance
-rested on the gray Arab, munching
. contentedly in his stall, or the stall
sowar who stood ip obscurity near
 his head, Frank felt almost sure that
 he was face to face with the trusted
confidant who had carried out Roshi-
nara Begum’s behests in the garden of
Bithoor.

That fact saved the native's life.
The Englishman would have killed

“comes my

: him without compunction were it not
Etnr the belief that the mwan was ge-

, tually looking for him and for none
other, and with friendly intent, too,
else he would have bruught & body-
guard.

Sure enough, the stranger’s first
words were of good Import, He could
not see clearly into the dark stable
and it was necessary tq measure one’s
uttertnces in Delhi just thep

“If you are one who rode into Delhi
this mnrnin I would have Speech
with you,’ he muttered softly,

“Say on,” sald ‘lr!Ialt.uIm gripping hig
sword.

“Nay, one does not give the Prin-
'cess Roshinara’s instruectiong without
knowing that they reach the ears they
are meant for."

The Englishman came gyt from the
i obscurity. He approached go quitkly |,
that the native started back, being far
from prepared for Frank's Very con-
vinelng resemblance to a rigssaldar of
cavalry.

“I look for one—" ha began, byt
Frank had no mind to lose time,

“For Malcolm-sahib?” he demanded.

“It might be some such name,” wag
the hEEitﬂtInE ANSwWer,

“I am he. I saw thee last at Bith-
oor, when I escaped with Mayne-ggh_{h
and the missy-baba.”

“By Mohammed!

|11pa if not in his heart.

CHRONICLE

quickly. Each moment here means

danger.”

“Ay, for thee.
tricked so easily.”

“Huzoor, have I not sought thee
without arms or escort? I and another
have searched the palace these two
hours. Leave your horse. 1 will have
him tended. Come, sahib, I pray you.
The Begum awaits you, but there are
80 many who k-ow of vour presence
that I shall not be able to save you if
you fall into their hands.”

These were fair-seeming words with
the ring of truth about them. At any
rate Malcolm’s whereabouts were no
longer a secret, and it would not be
war but murder to offer violence to
one who came with good intent on his

I am not one to be

“Lead on,” said Frank, sternly, “and
remember that I shall not hesitate to
strike at the first sign of treachery.”

“l shall not betray you, sahib, but
¥You must converse with me as we walk
and not draw toe-many eyes by hold-
ing a naked sword."”

This was so manifestly reasonable
that Malcolm felt rather ashamed of
his doubts. Yet, he thought it best

“I would not pass through the pal-
ace with a sword in my hand,” he said
with a quiet iaugh, “but I have a pis-
tol in my belt, and that will suffice
for six men.”

His guide set off at a rapid pace.
When they were near the great arch
:eadmg into the garden they halted
in front of a small door in a dimly-
.1ghted building, and the native rapped
~wice with his knuckles on three sepa-
rate panels. Some bolts were drawn
and the two were admitted, the door
being instantly barred hehind them
by an attendant. The darkness in the
passage was impenetrable. Frank held
himself tensely, but his companion’s
voice reached him from a little dis-
tance in front, while he heard other
bolts being drawn.

" c:-u will see your way mere clearly
now,” was the reassuring message, and
when the second door was opened the
rays of a lamp lit the stone walls and
floor. They went on, through lofty
corridors, across sequesmred gardens
and by way of many a stately chamber
until another narrow passage termi-
nated in a barred door, guarded by an
armed native. The man’s shrill voice
betokened his calling, and Frank knew
that he was standing at the entrance
to the zenana.

“There is one other within,” gaid
the guard, leering at them.

“Who is it, slave?" asked Frank's
guide, Ecamfully, for he was annoyed
by the eunuch’s familiar tone.

“Nay, 1 nbe:.r orders,"” was the tart
response. “Enter, then, and may Al-
lah prosper you.”

There was a hint of danger in the
otherwise excellent wish, but the man
unlocked the door, and they passed
within,

Frank's wondering eyes rested on a
scene of fairy-like beauty, so exquisite
in its colorings and so unexpected
withal, that not even his desperate
predicament could repress for an in-
stant the feeling of astonishment that
overwhelmed him. He was standing
in a white marble chamber, pillared
and roofed in the E;zantlne style,
while every shaft and arch was chis-
eled into graceful lines and adorned
with traceries or carved festoons of
fruit and flowers. The walls were
brightened with mosaics wrought in
pbrecious stones. Texts from the
Koran in the flowing Persi-Arabic
script, ran above the arches. In the
floor, composed of colored tiles, was
set a pachisi board, as the wide en-
trance hall to a European houge might
have a chess-board incorporated with
the design of the tiled floor,
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