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Principal.

But Nicholson was a leader who took
the measure of his adversaries. Above
all, he did not shirk a battle because
it was risky.

Provided they met some stragglers
on the road they meant to enter the
city with the dawn. By skilful expen-
diture of money on Malcolm's part and

for Shah Jehan, that great patron of
the arts, and in any event, his appre-
clation of their excellence was spasmo-
dic, for the broken words he heard
from the excited soldiery warned him
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In New Quarters

Near the Garafraxa St. Bridge’?

1 wish to announce to
the public that I am
now settled in my new
quarters, T. Moran's old
stand, near the Gara-
fraxa St. bridge, where I
am prepared to cater to
their wants in all kinds
of custom blacksmith-
iﬂﬂ'. All work guaran-
teed first-class.-

M. D. McGRATH

maﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬁﬂﬁ P A

|
;

The 61st made a flank march. ford-
ed the branch canal under fire and
were ordered to lie down. Nicholson
rode up to them, a commanding figure
on a seventeen-hands Engilﬂh hunter.

“Now, 61st,” he said, “I want you to
take that serail and the guns. You all
know what Sir Colin Campbell told
you at Chillianwallah, and you have
heard that he said the same thing at
the battle of the Alma. ‘Hold vour
fire untﬂ you see the whites of their
eres,’ he said, ‘and then, my boys, we
will make short work of it." Come bn!
1et us follow his advice hera!™

Swinging his horse around, he rode
straight at serai and hatI:Er}' Grape-
shot and bullets sang the death-song
of many a brave fellow, but Nicholson
was untouched. The ﬁlst leaped to
their feet with a yell, rushed after him,
.and did not fire a shot until they were
| within twenty yards of the enemy. A
volley and the bayonet did the rest.
They captured the guns, carried the
serai, and pelted the flyi Ing rebels
with their own artillery. The 1st Pun-
jabis had a stiff fight before they
killed every man in the wvillagd of
Nujufgarh on the left, but the battle
®as won, practically in defiance of
every tenet of military tactics, when
the 61st forced thelr way into the
Serai.

Utterly exhausted, the soldiers slept
on the soddened ground. That night,
gmoking a cigar with his starfr, Nichol-
son cammemeﬁ on the skill shown jn
the enemy’'s disposition.

“1 asked a wounded havildar who it
was that led the column, and he told
me the commander was a mew arriv al,
a subadar of the 8th Irregular Cav alry,

BROE0G0S0000000000004904 49 | Damed Akhab Khan,” he said.

L e e

Malcolm started. Akhab Khan wag
the young sowar whose life he hag
spared at Cawnpore when Winifreq
and her uncle and himself were eg.
caping from RBithoer.

“I knew him well, sir,” he could not |
help saying. “He was not a subadar |
but a lance-corporal. He was one of a

l

the exercise of Chumru’s peculiar in-
ventiveness in maintaining a flow of
lurid language, they counted on keep-
ing their new-found comrades in tow
while they made the tour of the city.
The curiosity of strangers would be
quite natural, and Malcolm hoped they
might be able to slip out again with
some expedition planned for the night
or the next morning,

Of course, haviig undertaken an
unpleasant duty he intended to carry
it through. If he did not learn the
nature and extent of the enemy’s bat-
teries, the general dispositions of the
defense and the state of feeling among
the different sections that composed
the rebel garrison, he must perforce
remain longer. But that was in the
lap of fate. At present he could only

plan and contrive to the best of his
ability,

Fortune favored the adventurers at
first. They encountered a score of
ruffians who had eut themselves
adrift from the Gwalior contingent.
Among these atrangers Chumru was
quickly a hero. e beguiled the way
with tales of derringd-::- in Oudh and
the Doab, and discussed the future of
all unbelievers with an amazing gusto.
Malcolm, whose head was shrouded in
a gigantm and blood-stained turban,
listened with interest to his servant’s
account of the actions outside Cawn-
pore and on the road to Lucknow. It
was excellent fooling to hear Chumru
detailing the wholesale slaughter of
the Nazarenes, while the victors, al-
ways the sepoys, found it adwiaable to
fall back on a strategic position many
miles in the rear after each desperate
encounter.

In this hail-fellow-well-met manner
the party crossed the bridge, were in-
terrogated by a guard at the Water
Gate and admitted to the fortress. It
chanced that a first-rate feud was in
progress, and the officer, whose duty
it was to question new arrivals, was
taking part in it.

small escort that accompanied me!
from Agra to the south, but he ig g
smart soldier, and not at all of the
cutthroat type.”

Nichulbnn looked at him fixedly. He
scemed to be considering some point
suggested by Malcolm’s words.

“If men like him are obtaining cop,.
mands in Delhi they will prove awk-
ward,” was his brlef comment, gpq
Frank did not realize what his chjef
was revolving in his mind untll, three
days later, the Brigadier asked him to
don his disguise again, ride to th.-
southward. and endeavor to fall in
with & batch of mutineers on the way
to Delhi. Then he could enter

the
r the ﬁhm plﬁﬂ-ﬂﬁd with

city; note the dispositions fo

mdmhrjdﬂngﬂ
' party during ong of
 ralds on the :

Money was short in the royal trea-
sury. Many thousands of sepoys had
neither been paid nor fed:. there was
& quarrel between “-Inha.mmedans and
Hindoos, because the former insisted
on slaughtering cattle; and the more
respectable citizens were clamuring.l

!for protection from the rapacity, in.

golence and lust of the swaggering
soldiers.

That very day matters had reached
a climax. Malcolm found a brawling
mob iIn front of the Lahore gate of the
palace. He caught Chumru's eyve apd
the latter appealed to a sepoy for in-

on as to the cause of the racket.

King of Kings hath a quarrel

I‘Ith his son, Mirza Moghul, who is not

the recen® divigioy

was the answer,
s ‘he:e mcr

of the command,”
. *"What, th:n"
E .-:hl-l.' Qe

ELiT .

thar

that a erisis was imminent in the for-
tunes of Delhi.

“Who is he, then, this havildar cu
gunners from Bareilly?" said one.

“And the other, Akhab Khan. They
say he fought for the Nazarenes at
Meerut. Mohammed Latif swears he
deefnded the treasury there,” chimed
in another.

“As for me, I care not who leads.
I want my pay."”

“I, too. I have not eaten since sun-
rise yesterday.”
“We shall get neither food nor

money till some one clears those ac-

cersed Feringhis off the hill,” growled

a deep voice close behind Malcolm,
There was something familiar in the

tone. Frank edged away and glanced
at the speaker, whom has recognized
instantly as a subadar in his old regi-
ment.

But now a craning of necks and a
sudden hush of the animated talk
showed that some development was
toward. Servants entered with cush-
fons, which they disposed around the
foot of the throne and at the base of
its canopy. A few nobles and court
functionsaries lounged in, two gor-
geously appareled guards came
through the doorway, and behind them
tottered a feeble old man, robed in
white, and wearing on his head an
aigrette of Bird of Paradise plumes,
fastened with a gold clasp in which
gsparkled an immense emerald,

Malcolm had seen Bahadur Shah
only once before, He remembered how
decorous and dignified was the Mogu]
court when Britain paid honor to an
ancient dynasty. And now, what g
change! The aged emperor had to lif;
a trembling hand to obtain a hearine,
while, ever and anon, even during hie
short address, belated officers ang
troopers clattered in on horseback, and
did not dismount within the precinets
of the sacred Hall of Audience itself.

He began by explaining tlmﬂmusl;
that while arfairs remained ip
present unsettled condition he coulg
not arrange matters as he wouylg ® ave
wished. He knew that there were
arrears of pay and that the foog supply
was irregular.

“But you do not help me,’
with some display of spirit, “Respec-
table citizens tell me that ¥ou plunder
their houses and debauch thejr wives
and lia.ughter_s I Have issued re-
peated injunctions prohibiting robbery

:I:EI l.-::jppressinn In the city, but to no

" he said,

“Wh,at matters it

folk, O King,” yelled
want food, not g narm:;a.“m
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