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LOUIS TRACY

Cornyric-ht by MeLeod & Allen
CHAPTER XII,
The Swing of the Pendulum

Malecolm's first measured though.
a5 an urpleasant one. It was his

The speaker was a fair English girl
of twenty. Her sister was eighteen,
and their previous experience of the
storm and fret of existence was drawn
from an uneventful childhood in India,
four vears in a Brighton school, and
a twelvemonth in a Brussels convent!

Malcolm choked back the hard
words that rose to his lips, and sought
'such local information as the ryot
could give. It was little. The tiller
of the Indian fields lives and dies in
his wvillage and has no interests be-
vond the horizon. This man visited
roe Ganges once a year on a religious
-azt, and perhaps twice in the same
period in connection with the ship-
s.ng of grain on his brother’s boat.
D taat extent, but no further, did his
storz of general knowledge pass be-
vond the narrower limits of those who
dweit far from a river highway.

Yel it was he who first espied a new
n..d most active peril.

“Look, huzoor,” he cried suddenly.
“They have made signs to the Fatteh-

than &an attempt 16 Araw The rebeél’s
attention entirely to himself and
Chumru by making a dash for the
shore, while the ryot was to allow the
boat to continue her course down
stream with, apparently, no other ten-
ant than himself.

Malcolm’s theory was that, if he
and Chumru made good their landing,
they would hug the river until the bud-
gerow was sufficiently ahead of pur-
zuit to permit of her being run ashore.
Though the plan savored of deserting
the helpless girls, yet was he strong-
minded enough to adept it. It substi-
tuted a forlorn hope for imminent and
aravoidable death or capture, and it
gave onc last avenue of achievement
to the mission on which he had come
from Lucknow.

At the firal moment he communi-
cated it to the two sisters. They
azreed to abide by his decision, and
e elder one said with a calm serenity
chat lent to her words the symbolism
of a praver:

“iWe are all in God’s hands, Mr.
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unlucky Hossein Beg. That plan was
now impracticable. The ecrew had
bolted. He could neither send the

As there was a favorable breeze and
the current was swift and strong, he
wondered why these pursuers strove to
keep the boat in sight. Then it was
borne in on him that they had a defi-

Jnite object. Could it be possible that

they Knew of the presence of other
eraft, lower down the river?—that he
might be called on within the hour to
make a last stand agalnst irresistible

Rather than meet certain death in
that way he would head boldly for the
opposite shore, and trust again to his
tired horses for escape to the jungle
and the night. Yet, some plan must
be devised to keep faith with that
wretched zemindar. The man would
not die if left where he was for an-
other forty-eight hours, or even longer.
But the word of a sahib was a sacred
thing. Whatever the difficulty of
communicating with Mohammed Ra-

| satety, and in the company of a good-

| looking young man of their own race,

tha g_leam of the magic lamp of hope
that illumined an abyss of despair—
and the amazing result was that Mal-

colm found two pretty, shy, tremulous

Jmaidens awaiting him, instead of the

| seen pushed down the steps of the| ©D

disheveled, woe-begone women he had

odds on the deck of the budgerow? .

dis. He learnt afterwards that the
rebels had organized a code of signals
from bank to bank, owing to the num-
ber of the craft with Europeans on

right bank was obvious.
roomy budgerows with sails set were
jracing after him, and the long sweeps
‘on board each boat were being pro-
'pelled by willing arms.

It must be confessed that a feeling
'0f bitter resentment against this last
stroke of ill-luck rose in Malcolm’s
breast for an instant. He conquered
it. He recalled Lawrence’s bold ad-
. vice, “Never Surrender,” and that in-

- 5piriting memory brought strength.
At that point the Ganges was about
a mile and a gquarter in width. The
budgerow was some six hundred yards
distant from the left bank. Three
miles ahead the river curved to the
left Tround a steep promontory. The
farther shore was marsh-land, so it
might be assumed that a hidden bar-
rier of rock flung off the deep current
there, while the one chance of escape
that presented itself was to steer for
that very spot and effect a landing be-

having been used for carrying hay, con-

tained sufficient sweepings to feed

| ample to the others by compelling him-
| self to eat his share of the cooked
| food at once, while the peas went into
his pockets to be crushed or chewed
| at leisure.

her course, and ere many minutes
elapsed it was plain to be seen that

Chumru k he i rs ily |
ept the budgerow steadily | oo jooked up at him.

l

swerd and a brace of empty pistols.
1f we run on another half mile we shall
be shot down where we stand without
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have pin;hed him overboard were he
not holding Nejdi's headstall at the
moment. She careened so badly that
the girls shrieked and Malcolm him-
self thought she would turn turtle.
But she swung clear, righted herself,
and lay broadside on to the ecurrent.
Another crash, less violent but even
more disastrous, tore away the rud-
der and wrenched the spar pulley out
of the top of the mast. The heavy
sall fell of course, but by some mira-
cle left the occupants of the boat un-
Injured.

And now the maimed ecraft was car-
ried along sluggishly, drifting back to-
wards the centre of the river, while
the men in the other boats set up a
flendish yell of delight at the catas-
trophe that had overtaken the doomed
Feringhis. Their skilled boatmen evi-
dently knew of this reef, They stood
away towards the shore, but the trium-

was the end. There could be no doubt

about it. He quieted the startled

wise my advice to you both is to leap
into the river rather than be recap-
tured."”

Grace was sobbing hysterically, but
Harriet, clasping her fondly in her

“No,” she said, “we must not do
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