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nim through a feveT WIth The devoron
of a brother, and Malcolm had reci-
procated this fidelity by refusing to
part with him when he, in turn, was

hands shot out fn The hope Of succor.
After some spluttering a broken voiec
supplicated:
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CHAPTER VIL

the Well, brought a new element into

the siruggle. Hitherto not one Euro-

gtricken down by smallpox.

In fact,
Frank was the only European in Mee-

the tokens on his face of the dread
disease from which he had suffered,
“humrra loock-d a cut-throat of the

mamearah that his master, quite un-
poneciovsly, always secured the wing
f a chicken or tho b:st cut of the

nust have felt that his sahib, toge-
her with every other sahib in India,

1 saved you when

“Mercy, sahib!
Show pity

you were in my power.
now to me.”

the Prophet—"
“Nay, vour oaths are not needed.
You, at least, did not wish to commit

“Then, sahib, I can still show my

have looted the Treasury. All the
sahih-lcg have fallen.
“Tg this a true thing that thou say-

By this time Mayne was at Frank's
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intent of exacting an explatory life
for each hair on the head of those
unhappy victims. And they kept the
vow they made. To this day, though
half a century has passed, the fertile
plain of the Doab—that great tract be-
tween the Ganges and the Jumna—is

ed toward the shore."”

“Here we are,” cried Mayne, who
little guessed what Chumru's mumb-
ling portended. “There is the ghat.
If it were not for the mist we could
see the Magazine just below, on the

comes [ shall shoot.”

“Huzoor, I shall not betray you.”

“Go, then.”

He drew the man through the wa-
ter until his feet touched the steps.
Climbing up unsteadily, Akhab Khan
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lleve a word that the Nana said, the
sepoys will rush off to Delhi to-night,

and stands on the river.

were for revolt, but one held out that
the Feringhis’ lives should be spared.
And, even there, the cruel dilemma

be remembered in thy favor that thou
didst turn most unwillingly against
thy masters!”
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| Winifred was listening.

“Is it far?” asked Malcolm.

“About eight miles.”

“l wonder why the Begum was so
Insistent that we should go back

t lalong the Grand Trunk Road?"

Mayne hesitated. He knew that

“It is hard to account for the vagar-
les of a woman’s mind, or, shall I say,
of the mind of such a woman,” he
answered lightly. “You will remem-
ber that when you came to our assis-
tance outside Meerut she was deter-
mined to take us, willy-nilly, to Del-
hi‘ll

Malcolm, who had heard Roshi-
nara's impassioned speech and looked
into her blazing eyes, thought that her
motives were stronger than mere ca-
price. He never dreamed of the true
reason, but he feared that she knew
Cawnpore had fallen and her curious-
ly friendly regard for himself might
have inspired her advice. Here,
again, Winifred,s presence tied his
tongue.

“Well,” he said, with a cheerless
laugh, “I, at any rate, must endeavor
to reach Wheeler.

taken from me when I was knocked
off my horse in the village—"

“Were you attacked?” asked Wini-
fred, and the quiet solicitude in her
voice was sweetest music in her lov-
er's ears.

His brief recital of the night's ad-
ventures was followed by the story
of the others' journey and detention
at Bithoor. It may be thought that
Mr. Mayne, with his long experience
of India, should have read more clear-
ly the sinister lesson to be derived
from the treatment meted out that
night to a British Oificer by the de-
tachment of sowars, amplified, as it

Bot yet disillusioned. And, if his
judgment were at fault, he erred in
good company,
rence, Chief Commissioner at Luck-
now, was even then resisting the ap-
peals, the aimost insubordinate urg-
ing, of the headstrong Martin Gub-

.

I am supposed to  12id

bhe hEﬂrIng dEEP&tﬂhEE, but thEF were :: prEEEEd the oar ﬂﬂwnWﬂrdE. thus fore-

his action might be the signal for a
murderous attack, while, if he made
no move, he left it entirely at the
troopers’ discretion whether or not he
and Mayne should be shot down with-
out the power to strike a blow in self-
defence.

Luckily he had the gift of prompt
decision that is nine-tenths of general-
ship. Saying not a word to alarm
Mayne, who was still weak from the
wound received an hour earlier, he
crossed the deck, halting on the way
{o rub Nejdi's black muzzle.

The sowars were watching him.
With steady thrust of the port sweep
they were heading the budgerow to-
ward the ghat.

He went nearer and caught the end
of the heavy oar.

“Pull hard, now,” he said encour-
agingly, “and we will be out of the
current.”

He was facing the three men, and
hie order was a quite natural one un-
der the circumstances. Obviously, he
meant to help. Stretching their arms
for a long and strong stroke, they
on with a will. Instantly, he

ing the blade out of the water, and
threw all his strength into its unex-
pected@ yielding. Before they could
s0 much as utter a veil, Akhab Khan
and another were swept headlong into
the river, while the third man lay on

his back on the deck with Frank on
top of him. The simplicity of the
manoeuvre insured its success.
ther Mayne nor Winifred understood
what had happened until Malcolm had
disarmed the trooper, taken his car-
tridge pouch, and thrown him over-
board to sink or swim as fate might
direct. He regretted the loss of Ak-
hab Khan, but he recalled the queer

was, by their open reference to the | expression on the man's face when he
Nana as a Maharajah. But he was |read Bahadur Shah’s sonorous titles.

“Light of the World, Renowned

.[I-{ing of Kings, Lord of all India, Fuzl-

for Sir Henry Law- | 1lahi, Panah-i-din!”

That appeal to the faith was too
powerful to be withstood. Yet Mal-
colm was glad the man had been
chivalrous in his fall, for he had taken

stream once more. Around her the
river lapped lazily, and the solemn
quietude of the nrist-covered waters
was accentuated by the far-off turmoil
in the city.

The huge sail thrust its yard high
above the fog bank, and watchers on
the river saw it. Some one hailed in
the vernacular, and Chumru replied
that they came from Bithoor with hay.
Prompted by Malcolm he went on:

“How goes the good work, brother?”

“Rarely,” came the voice. *“I have
already requited two bunnniahs to
whom ] owed money. Gold is to be
had for the taking. Leave the bud-
gerow at the bridge, frlend, and join
us.”

The raucous, half-drunken accents
substantiated Akhab Khan's story,
The unseen speaker was evidently
himself a boatman. He was rejoicing
in the upheaval that permitted debts
to be pald with a bludgeon and money
to be made without toil.

Mayne caught Frank by the arm.

“We are drifting towards the bridge
of boats that carries the road to Luck-
now across the river,” he said, in the

Nei- |

|
|

hurried tone of a man who sees a new
and paralyzing danger. “There is g
drawbridge for river traffic, but how
shall we find it, and, in any event, we
must be seen.”

“Are there many houses on the op-
posite bank?” asked Malcolm.

“Not many. They are mostly mud
hovels. What 18 in your mind?"
“We might endeavor to cross the

river before we reach the bridge. By
riding boldly along the Lucknow
Road we shall place many miles be-
tween ourselves and Cawnpore before
day breaks.”

“That certainly seems to offer our
best chance. We have plenty of horses
and we ought to be in Lucknow soon
after dawn.”

“What if matters are as bad there?”

“Impossible! Lawrence has a whole
regiment with him, the 32nd, and
plenty of guns. Poor Wheeler, at
Cawnpore, commanded a depot, most-
Iy officials on the staff, and invalids.
At any rate, Malcolm, we must Lave

;]
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