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Clothing; also a full supply of Boots and Shoes, all new, seasonable

His COURTSHIP

By HELEN R. MARTIN,
Author ¢ **Tillie: A Mennonite Maid,”

CHAPTER XVI.
EATED on the side of his bed,
his lamp burning on the burean
at his elbow, Dr. Kinross, in
the small hours of the morn-
Ing, read the paper he had found in
the haunted room.

Both the wording of it and the pen-
manship gave evidence that the writer
was a person of some educatlon,
though at times her phraseology was
stilted, bookish and even a little melo-
dramatic.

The child, Eunice, is not ours. For the
esake of the moneyed reward which we
knew would undoubtedly be offered for
her recovery by her wealthy father we
stole her away from her home. Her moth-
er dled at her birth, and I, being a trained
nurse, was employed by the father to
ome Into the house and take entire
charge of the baby. When she was a year
3ld 1 secretly married her father's secre-
tary, whcse learning and brilliant talents
attracted me almost to the point of hyp-
notizing me, and together we hatched the
scheme of stealing the child as a means
of extracting money from the father. But
an unforeseen event thwarted our well
laid plan. On the very night of our flight
with the child her father was killed in a
railroad accident. Somehow the story got
out that he had his child with him, and
the mutilated body of a year-old girl was
actually found in the wreck and identi-
fied as Eunice by some of the servants of
the household 1In this turn of affairs his
entire large fortune went to the half sis-
ter of Eunice's father, a single woman of
about thirty who lived alone in Wash-

‘he absence of anything more sunstan-
tial to be proud of she had vourished
and brooded upon almost morbidly) to

have to own kinship with a girl reared
in sach a sordid environment as that
of this farm, with less knowledge of
the world than any servant of her
establishment. [He had a tiresome
memory of Miss Wolcott's motherly
warnings to himself In his callow
vouth against *“dragging in the mire”
his fine old family name by his lam-
sutable lack of that “exclusiveness”
which, she assured him, had charac-
terized his mother of blessed memory
ind both his paternal and maternal
crandmothers. It was on the occasion
of his having brought home from col-
lege for the holidays that splendid fel-
low, John Lowry, a diamond In the
roungh, and in his pride in Lowry's
friendship having taken him to eall
on Miss Wolcott, who, with her liter-
ary tustes and extensive travel, he
wns sure would appreciate his bril-
llant college mate, instead of which
‘¢ had brought on himself long philo-
<ophiec homilies upon the duty incum-
bent upon “the old families” to pre-
-erve their exclusiveness and not to
tlmit into their sacred circle any vul-
Zar new element. When, with vouth-
ful enthusiasm, he had rebutted her
theories as narrow, old fashioned and
0 forth she had pinned him down teo

Mother, you see, didn't know

offered —also took her chances.
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our crime. 1 never would have done this
wrong of myself. I have been led into it
through my Insane passion for this dla-
bolically clever and conscienceleas man.
Tonight must decide my fate I shall
either depart for Washington with the
child or else I shall die either by my own
nand or that of my husband. 1 leave this
vonfession, which 1 trust will escape my

busband’s eye and fall into the hands of
bonest people.

I shall now write here every fact which
may serve to restore Eunice to her rights
The sum of $4,000 which 1 took from my
employer's desk the night I fled will be
found pinned to the child's clothing, to be
used in paying the expenses which mar
be Involved in restoring her to her aunt
or, in case of failure to prove her iden-

ne's Dmg Store

whom a prouder race had never de-

not promise well for Eanice’s case just

thought, “one wholly disinterested and
with time, inclination and, 1T flatter
myself, skill to work the thing out for
her in the best possible way, not mere-
ly for the fun of the excitement of the
case, though there's that side of it, too,
but for the spice that there is in see-
Ing a beastly wrong righted.”

He fell to wondering what had be-
come of the husband of “Beatrice Dan-
jels,” whether her death had been a
suicide or a murder and whether if the
man could be found his presence
wonld lend any proof to the “‘confes-
sion.”

The oil in his lamp was nearly burn-

had not found relief in any of the

| ming of the term if possible.
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