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THE GHOST OF
LOCHRAIN CASTLE

BY MRS. C. N.

WILLIAMSON

sheep jumping over a gate, when a
soft, heavy weight brushed against
the wall which was one with the head
of the bed. A faint ery followed,
sounding as if it came from some-
where above, and again the tap, tap,
tap of heels,

Elspeth did not sit up in bed this

| time. She lay still as if frozen, her
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a crowded MNotel, Iull Irom cell
attics of lively people.

It was a large room, circular in
shape, with twc extraordinary deep
another,
s~ retired in the thickness of the tow-
er wall, that each one had the appear-
ance of being at the far end of

an talked together, and then came
led with the metallie

brave. Cold and shaking with terror
she sprang out of bed, and ran, pat-
tering on her bare feet, out into the
tower room. .
There in the moonlight which fil-
tered through the two windows left
ancurtained, she could see the ob-
jects which had already become fa-
miliar to her eves. Somehow, they
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lmd Elspeth, interested.

Ye‘u. but he doesn’t care for that.
here’s another splendid estate in
Surrey, not so old as this, yet very
fine, and a house in London, both of

here from London, to look after his
interests, and will stop in the hotel,

plenty of light.

Under each was a cushioned seat;
and the alcove of the eastern window
had doors on each side, in the black
~ak wainseot. These doors concealed

of course, invisible from the outer

' room, as the wainscoted wall hid it

“Npnsense—mnensense — nonsense !
she repeated angrity, hali aloud, glad
to hear the sound of her own voice.
“It’s nothing. What could it be un-
less I dreamed 1t Oh, why can’t I

could think now, ask herself ques-
tions, and answer reasonably.
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“My father was Scoteh. His people

lived in Perthshire.”

“Why then, they must be the same
Dean, I should think. Only faney,

" with l.ochrain.

“] won't mention it to Mr. MecGow-
al'l.” .-.‘|.:|I| L] hi‘-r:.','-]I; "”: 1I-"l-"'l|l!l'
seem boastful and silly, but [ shall
Enj“}- feeling like a ti!fil'! of dnuenter
I.'.If the house, HJI{i | !|1r|"- L.ord 1.och-

she

canse it hed made place for some-
thing better elzewhere. There were
two or three wonderful old chairs, a
charming table with claw feet, an

There was a rose silk-shaded lamp
on the table, which the servant who
brought in the tray obligingly lit; but
though the flame within made the
thin silk look like a bouquet of roses,
the wainscoting drank up the light,
and it seemed to Elzpeth, sitting =i

winding staircase ended outside her
room. The way beyond was blocked
up with brick, therefore there could
have been no voices, no footsteps, no

which she had looked forward. She
would be sgensible, but there was no
use in going back to bed, until she
should feel sleepy. She would grow
more and more nervous lying there,
imagining stupia things., Just for this
one night she would allow herself to

L rain will come. I should like to see _ ‘s | O]

G ECLIPSF what he is like, in case he should the table with a volume of Seott, | git up and read, and to-morrow ghe
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C.P.R ' . Mlanitoba and } Ontario | eousin, although he will never know.” | that the black walls were clnr&ll!ﬂullt fectly simple explanation of the

NS N md is a strietly first elass| When at last Mrs. Warden had ted around her as darkness fell. She | gounds which had seemed so ghostly.
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the girl up the winding stone stair-
wayv of the “haunted tower.”" to the
ioli was to be her own, El-
whom

she owed such delightiul quarvters. If

room wl
sneth thanked the ghosts

ers or domestic use. |it+ had not been for them. smely this

must have been one of the most de-

jumped up, and extravagantly lit the
two eandles on the pretty, old-fazh-
ioned dressing-table, but the differ-
ence they made was searcely notice-
| ably. They looked like fire-flies in the
| gloom, and the girl began to wonder
whether, after all, she were quite SO

She would explore a little, and under-
stand her surroundings thoroughly,
before another night should fall.

She took up the volume of BScott
which she had begun to read at din-
ner, but, as if to prove that she was
not mistress of her nerves, she started

is so well and favor-
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.leeping because of
have an electrie bell,
body else, which you've
as vou lie :n bed, if you
and the night porter wounld be at your
lsor inside of two minutes But theve,
vou won't have a fricht. Why should
yvou? There’s nothing to frighten you
here

“0Of course not,
the least afraid.”

just like any-
only to touch
have a fright,

and shan’t be in
answered Elspeth
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man life save her own could con.e.

She read, fitfully, until a soft-voiced
' eclock on the narrow mantel over Liin
| big fireplace had struck 11, and 1t
| was nearly 12 betore she had cud-
' dled into the great bed in the alcove.
' Lying there between the cool linen
'sheets, the girl felt very wideawake,
| though after the long, exciting day
she had passed, sleep ought to have
come quickly. She had left the glasa

| white with the light of a late-rising
Imoon.
11’1'm

glad I don’t belicve in
she said to herself. “On
| such a night"— The sentence broke
\off short in Elspeth’s thoughts, and
her heart gave a leap. Just behind
her head there was a new gound,
which neither mice nor rats conuld
| have made, a queer, metallic sound,
' like the clinking of a chain or a jing-
ling of keys one against another.
'Once and again it came; then, the

tened through the thick beating in
' her ears. The sound was fainter now,
|as if farther away. With hands that
'ehook a little she found the candle

gsomething seemed to fall from above,
past her eyes—something swift and

cimadl. trom which the light struck a
¢leam as it from a ruby, and at the
same instant the ruby was shattered
m n red splash vpon the sketeh.
With a ery Elspeth sprang to her
‘ect, still mechanically holding the
bit of paper. The pictured face of the
boy was stained red; there was a red
on nher thumb and fin-

<wiit, ruby flash before her eyes.

CHAPTER IIL.

Instantly the words of the house-
:eeper leaped into the girl’s mind.
i‘he bell! The bell by which she could
summon the night porter—where was
it> Ah, she remembered, and almost
ae gmekly as the thought had flash-
d into her mind her finger was hov:
sring over the electric button.

A second more, and the sumimons

«train Elspeth’s hand,
been seized and foreibly held back.
“No!”’ she said, half aloud, “T won’t
do it And with great force of self-
control, she turned her back on the
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