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|_ lish way?”

Brass Lined |

| eliffs. We must be there!”
| «But how? Can we take the pass?

from the young captain.

“Morgan and his Duccaneers have
taken La Guayra and sacked it!” gasp-
ed Alvarado hoarsely.

“)Morgan! That accursed scourge
in arms? And my daughter”—
“a prisener! For God's love, turn
back the men!”

“Instantly!” cried the viceroy.

He was burning with anxiety to
Mnm.hnthwum.nlllﬂ-
dler to hesitate as to the first thing to
be done. Ralsing bimself in his stir-
ml.hlll.ﬂlﬁwlhupmm
and the little army, which had hailted
when he had, faced about and be

the return march to Caracas at

As soon as their maneuvers
had been completed and they moved
off, the viceroy, who rode at the head f
with Alvarade and the gentlemen of |
his suit, broke into anxious questiom-

“Now, captain, but that thou art &
gkilled soldier I could not believe thy |
tale.” |
“My lord, I swear it is true!”
“And you left Donna Mercedes a
prisoner?” interrupted De Tobar, who |
had been consumed with anxiety even

“Alas, "tis so!”

#How can that be when you are free,
senor?”

“Let me question my own officer, De
Tobar,” resumed the viceroy peremp-
torily, “and silence, all, else we learn
nothing. Now, Alvarado, what is this
strange tale of thine?”

In his eagerness the viceroy reined
in his horse, and the officers and men,
even the soldiers, stopped also and
crowded around the narrator while he

and the capture of Mercedes and him-
self.

“And how came you here, after leav-
ing my daughter on the word of the
buccaneer?’ asked De Lara when
Alvarado had finished.

“Straight over the mountain, gir.”

«What! The Indian trail? The Eng-

glaughter, They will suspect nothing.
We can master the whole 3850 of them
with fivescore men.”

“Alvarado,” cried the viceroy, “thou
hast done well, I thank thee. Let us
but rescue my daughter and defeat
these buccaneers and thou mayst ask
anything at my hands—saving one
thing. Gentlemen and soldiers, you
have heard the plan of the young cap-
tain. Who will volunteer to go over
the mountains with him ! gl

Brandishing their swords and shout-
ing with loud ncclaim, the great body

of troopers pressed tforward to the
gervice. Alvarado, who knew them
all, rapidly selected the requisite num-
ber, and they fell in advance of the
others. Over them the joung captain
placed his friend De Tobar as his sec-
ond in command,

«rris bravely done!” cried the vice-
roy. “Now prick forward to the city,
all. We'll refresh ourselves in view
of the arduous work Dbefore us and
then make our further dispositions.”

The streets of Caracas were So0n full

of armed men preparing for their ven-

ture. As soon us the plight of La
Guayra and the viceroy's daunghter be-
came known there was scarcely o civil-
ian even who did not offer himself
{for the rescue, The viceroy, however,

would take only mouuted men, and of

these only tried soldiers. Alvarado,
whom excitement and emotion kept
from realizing his fatigue, was provid-
ed with fresh apparel, after which he
reauested a private audience for a mo-
ment or two with the viceroy, and to-
gether they repalred to the little cabi-
net which had been the scene of the
happenings the night before.

“Your excellency,” began the young
man slowly, painfully, “I could mnot
wait even the hoped for happy issue of
our plans to place my gword and my
Jife in your hands.”

“%What have you done?”’ asked the
old man, instantly perceiving the seri-
ousness of the situation from the an-
guish in his officer’s look and voice.

“] have broken my word, forfeited
my life."”

“You promised to
nothing."”

“That promise I did not keep.”

“Explain.”

o

(PRONOUNCED SI-KEEN)

say nothing, to do

“The same.”

“What next?”

“At 10 tonmighi the sallor who re-
leased me will open the city gate, the
west gate, beneath the shadow of the
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crucifix and held it up.
my life into your hands without ques-

' tion then and acclaim before the

world that you are justified in taking
it. I swear if I survive the day I will
go gladly to my death at your com-

» mand!"”
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“There is nothing to explain. 1 was
weak: it was beyomd my strength. 1
offer no excuse.”

v Pwas deliberately done?”

“] told her that 1 loved her, again”—

“Thou double traitor! And ghe''—

“My lord, condemn her not. She i
young, o woman.,"

“[ do not consider Captain Alvarado,
a dishonored soldier, my proper men-
tor. 1 shall know how 10 treat my
daughter. What more?”

“Nothing more. We abandoned our-
gelves to our dream, amd at the first
possible moment I am cowe to tell you
all—to submit"—

«But your reason? Why do you tell
me these things? If thon art base
enough to fall, why not base enough to
conceal?”

»T could not do so, your excellency. 1
am not master of myself when she is
by. 'Tis only when away from her I
see things in their proper light. She
blinds me. No, sir,” eried the 1}11happy
Alvarado, seeing a look of cont>mpt on
the grim face of the old generxal, “1-do
not urge this in defense, but you want-
ed explanation.”

“Nothing can explain the falschood of
a gentleman, the betrayal of 2 friend,
the treachery of & goldier.”

wNothing; hence 1 am here.”

«perhaps 1 have estimated  you too
highly,” went on the old man musing-

ly. “T had hoped you were gentle, but
base blood must run in your veins.”
“It may be,” answered the young
man brokenly, and then he added, as

one detail mot yet told, “I have found

my mother, sir.”
What is her condi-

" tion?” cried the viceroy in curious and
interested surprise that made him for-
get his wrath and contempt for the mo-
ment.

. “She was an abbess of our holy

' church. She died upon the sands of La
Guayra by her own hand rather than
jend aid to the sack of the town."”

wIhat was noble,” interrupted the old
De Lara. “I may be mistaken after all,
vet 'twere well she died, for she will
not see’’—

,  He paused significantly.
:

“I will trust you once more thus far.
Say naught of this to any one. Leave
me!"”

“Your excellency,” cried the young
man, kneeling befere him, “may God
reward you!”

He strove to take the hand of the
old man, but the latter drew it away.

“Even the touch of forsworn lips is

degradation. You have your orders.
Gol"”
Alvarado buried his face in his

nands, groaned Dbitterly and turned |

CHAPTER XX,

away without another word.

: T was nearing 11 o'clock In the
morning when, after a hurried
conference in the patio with

the viceroy and the others, Al-
varade and De Tobar marched out
with their fifty men. They had dis-
carded all superfluous clothing; they
were unarmored and carried no weap-
ons but swords and pistols. In view
of the hard climb before them and the
haste that was required they wished
to be burdened as lightly as possible.

Their horses were brought along in

the train of the viceroy's party, which

moved out upon the open road to the

pass at the same time. These last went
forward with great ostentation, the

torlorn bhope secretly, lest some from |

the buccaneers might be watching.

The fifty volunteers were to ascend
the mountain with all speed, make their
way along the crest as best they could
until they came within striking dis-
tance of the camp of the pirates; then
they were to conceal themselves in the
woods there, and when the viceroy
made a feigned attack with the main
body ef his troops from the other side
of the mountain they were te leave
their hiding place and fall furiously
uponthumrntth&plrty. Fortunate-
ly they were not required to ascend
such a path as that Alvarado had trav-
ersed on the other side, for there were
not fifty men in all Venezuela whe
could have performed that tremendous
feat of mounteering. The way to the
summit of the range and thence to the
pass was difficult, but not impossible,
and they succeeded after an heur or
#wo of hard climbing in reaching their
appointed station, where they conceal-
od themselves in the woods unobserv-
ed by Teach’'s men,

The viceroy carried out his part of
the programme with the promptness of
a soldier. Alvarado's men had scarce-
ly settled themselves in the thick un-
dergrowth beneath the trees, whence
they could overlook the buccaneers in
camp on the road below, before a shot
fromn the pirate sentry who had been
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posted toward Caracas called the fierce
maranders to arms. They ran 1o the
rude barricade they had erected cover
ing the pass and made preparation for
battle. Soon the wood was ringing
with shouts and cries and the sound of
musketry.

Although Teach was a natural soldler
and I Ollonois an experienced and
prudent commander, they toek mo pre-
" caution whatever to cever their redr,
' for such a thing as an assault from
~that direction was not evem dreamed
{ ﬁt.

1, Alvarado and De Tobar, therefore,
led their men forward without the
' glightest opposition. Even the nolse
they made crashing through the under-
growth was lost in the sound of the
battle and attracted no attention from
the enemy. It was not potil they

purst out Into the open road and charg-
ed forward, cheering madly, that the
buccaneers realized their danger. Somé
of them faced about only to be wet
by & murderous discharge from the pis-
tols of the forlorn hope, and the pext
moment the Spaniards were upon them.
The party holding the pass were the
picked men, veterans, among the ma-
rauders. They met the onset with e
mendous coturage &nd crossed blades in
the smoke like men, but at the same
instant the advance guard of the main
army sprang at the barricade and a8
saulted them vigorously from the other
gide. The odds were too much for the
buccaneers, and after a wild n#lee, in
which they lost heavily, the survivors
gave ground.

The road immediately below the pass
opened on a little plateau, back of
which rose a precipitous wall of rock
Thither such of the buccaneers as Wert
Jeft alive hastily retreated. There Wwere
perhaps a dozen men able to use their
weapons, Among them Teach was the
only officer. L'Ollonois had beed cut
down by De Tobar in the first churse
The Spaniards burst through the pass
and surrounded the buccaneers. The
firearms on both sides had all bee®
discharged, and in the excitement Do
one thought of reloading. Indeec. With
the cumbersome and complicated wedl”
ons then in vogue there was no time,
and the Spaniards, who bad pald deﬂ;
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