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CHAPTER XVIIL

day after the sack of the
town had been a busy one for
the buccaneers. First of all,
Morgan bad striven, and with
some success, to restore some sort of
order within the walls. By the aid of
his ofMicers and some of the soberest
men he had conflscated all of the liquor
that he could come at and bhad stored
it under a strong guard in the west
fort, which he selected as his head-
quarters, The governor's palace on
the hill above was a more fitting and
luxurious residence, and it had been
promptly seized, the few defenders
having fled in the morning, but for the
present Morgan deemed it best to re-
main in the city and in close touch
with his men.

The Spanish soldiery had been cut
down to a man the night before, and
the majority of the bLapless citizens
had been killed, wounded or tortured.
The unfortunates who were yet alive
were driven Into the church of San
Lorenzo, where they were kept without
food, water or attention.

The gates of the town and forts were
¢closed, amd some slight attempt was
made to institute a patrol of the walls,
although the guard that was kept was
negligent to the point of contempt. AS
no enemy was apprebended, Morgan
{did not rigorousiy Iinsist upou strict
watch, Many of the buccaneers were
still sodden with liquor and could be of

no service until they were sobered.
Thevy were draggsed to the barracks,
drenched with water and left to re-

cover as best they could.

Fortune favored them, too, in that
late in the afternoon a handsome frig-
ate, bringing dispatches from Carta-
gena, ran in and anchored in the road-
stead. Mer officers at once came ashore
to pay tuelr respects to the coman-
dante of the port and forward their pa-
pers to the viceroy. Before they sus-
pected anything they were seized and
ruthlessly murdered, To take posses-
sien of the frigaie thereafter was a
work of no special aifflenlty. The crew
were disposed of as their officers had
been, and the buccaneers rejoiced
greatly at the good luck that had
brought them so fine a ship. On the
next mornic Morgan intended to
march toward Caracas, whence, after
plundering that town and exacting a
huge ransom for the lives of those he
gpared, he would lead kis band back to
La Guayra, embark on the frigate and
then bear away for the isthmus.

During the day Hornigold, whose
wouni incapacitated him from active
movement, remained in command of
the fort, with speclial instructions to
look after Mercedes. DBy Morgan's or-
ders she and her companion were re-
moved to the best room in the fort and
luxuriously provided for. He had not
discrovered the eacape of Alvarado,
nartly because he took no manner of
terest In that yvoung man and only
spt him allve to influence the girl and
wrtly beeaunse IMornigold had assured
Lhim that the prisoner was taking his
confinement very hardly, that he waa
mad with anger, in a raging fever of
¢l:appointment and anxiety and was
constantly begging to see the captain,
The boatswain cunningly suggested

that it would be just as well to let
Alvarado remain in solitude without
ford or water until the next day, by
which time, the boatswain arguved, he
would Le reduced to a proper condition
of humility and servitude. Morgan
found this advice good. It was quite
in consonance with his desires and hia
practices, He would have killed Alva-
rado out of hand had he not consid-
ercd him the most favorable card with
which to play the game he was waging

with Mercedes for her consent to mar-

rv him.

“ 5 far as he was capable of a genuine
affection he Joved the proud Spanish
maiden. He would fain persuade her
willingly to come to his arms rather
than enforce her conscent or overcome
her scruples by brute strength. There

. would be something of a triumph in
winaing her, and this vain, blood stain-
' ed old brute fancied that he had suffl-
clent attractiveness for the opposite
gex to render him nvincible if he set
- about his weeing in the right way.
. Here agaln Hornigold, upon whom, in
. the nbsence of Teach, he depended
' more and more and in whom he con-
' fided as of old, advised him.

“l know women,” said that worthy,
“and all yon want Is to give her time.
Wait until she knows what's happened
' to the rest of them 2nl sees only you
. have pawwr to protect her, and she will
eome to heel right enough. Desldes,
you baven't given her half a chance,

She's only seen you weapen im hand.
She doesn't know what a man you are,
captain. Bink me, if I'd your looks, in-
stead of this old, scarred,
there'd be no man I'd give way to
no woman I'd not win! She’ll be
anxious
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lady alone, but see that she lacks noth- '

ing.”

“Aye, aye; trust me for them both.”

Hornigold found means during the
day—and it was a matter of no little
difficulty to elude the guards he him-
self had placed there—to inform Mer-
cedes of the escape of Alvarado and to
advise her that he expected the return
of that young man with the troops of
the viceroy at 10 o'clock that night. He

*1 didn't know you knew so much®

bade her be of good cheer; that he did
not think it likely that Morgan would
think of ealling upon her or of sending
for her until morning, when It would
be too late. He promised that he would
watch over her and do what he could
to protect her; that he would never
] the fort except for a few mo-
before 10 that night, when he
to admit What was
better earnest of his purpose was that
he furnished th a keen dagger,

eal in the bosom

ling 1=
icave
T L 1) ..
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Alvarado.

]l engugh |

of her dress, an siged her if worst
came to worst, and there was no other
way, to use it. He impressed on her
that on no account was she to allow

Morean to get the slightest inkling of
Lkis eommunication to her, for If the
chief buccaneer found this out Horni-
el’s life would nst be worth a mo-
ment's thought and Alvarado would be
ba'ked in his plans of rescue,

most thankfully recelved
the weapon and promised to respect
the confidence.

As far as creature comforis were
concerned, the two women fared well,
Indeed, they were sumptuously, lavish-
ly, prodigally provided for. Senora
Agapida was still in a state of com-
plete prostration. She lay helpless on
a couch in the apartment, and minis-
terinz to her distracted the poor girl's
mind, yet such a day as Mercedes de
Lara passed she prayed she migit
never again experience. The town
was filled with the sbouts and cries of
the buceaneers wandering to and fro,

Mercodes

singing drunken choruses, now and
again routing out hidden fugitives

from places of fancied security and
torturing them with ready ingenuity
whenever they were taken. The con-
fusion was increased and the noise di-
versitied by the shrieks and groaus of
these miserable wretches., BSometimes
the voices that came through the high
windows were those of women, and
the sound of their screams made the
heart of the brave girl sink like lead in
her breast.

For the rest, she did not understand
Hornigold's position. She did not know
whether to beliewe him or mnot, but of
one thing was she certailn—whereas
she had been defenseless, now she had
a weapon, and she could use it if nec-
essary. With that in hand she was
mzistress at least of her own fate,

As evening drew on, everything hav-
ing been attended to, Morgan began to
tire of his isolation, and time hung
heavy on his hands. He was weary of
the women whom he had hitherto con-
sorted with, The other officers, between

whom and himself{ there was no sert .

of friendship, were busy with their
own nefarious wickednesses in the dif-
ferent parts of the fort or town, and
he sat a long time alene in the guard-
room drinking, Black Dog, as usual,
pouring at his side. The ilquor Iin-
flamned his imagination, and he craved
companionship. Summeoning Horni-
gold at last, he bade him brizg Douna
Mercedes before him. The old man at-
tempted to expostulate, but Morgar’'s
mood had changed, and he brooked no
hesitation in obeying any erder given
by him. There was nothing for the
boats wain to do but to comply.

Once more Mercedes, therefore, found
herself in the guardroom of the fort in
presence of the man she loathed
and feared above all others in creation.
She glanced at the clock, a recent im-
tion from Spain, hanging upon the
ghe emtered and saw that it
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TIME

U@ experienced farmer
has learned that some
grains require far differ-
ent soil than others;
some crops need differ-
enthandling than others.
He knows that a great
deal depends upon right
planting at the right
time, and that the soil
must be kept enriched.
No use of complaining
in summer about a mis-
take made in the spring.
Decide before the seed
is planted.

e best time to reme-
dy wasting conditions in
the human body is be-
fore the evil is too deep
rooted. At the first evi-
dence of loss of flesh

Scott’s Emulsion

should be taken imme-
diately. There is noth-
ing that will repair
wasted tissue more
quickly or replace lost
flesh more abundantly
than Scott's Emulsion.
It nourishes and builds
up the body when ordi-
nary foods absolutely
fail.

We will send you a sample free.

L

Be sure that this
pleture in the form
of a label ia on the
wrapper of every
boltle of Emulsion
you buy,

SCOTT®
BOWNE

CHEMISTS
Toronto, Ont.
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maroon; but, as she entered, wifh unu-
sual complaisance he arose and bowed
to her with something of the grace of a
gentleman,

“Madam,” he said, endeavoring to
make soft and agreeable his harsh
voice, “I trust you have been well
treated since In my charge.”

He bhad been drinking heavily, she
saw, but as he spoke her falr she
would answer him accordingly. On his
part he had determined to try tae gen-
tler arts of persuasion, and, though his
face still bore the welts made by her
riding whip the night before, he strove
to forget it and play the gentleman.
She answered his question calmly with-
out exhibiting resentment or annoy-
aAnce,

“We have been comfortably lodged
and provided with food and drink in
sufficiency, senor.”

“And what more would you bave,
Donna Mercedes"”

“Liberty, sir!"

“That shall be vours. Saving enly
my will when you are married 1o me,
you shall be as fres as air—a free sgall-
or and his free wife, lady. But will
you not s:t down?”

In comrnplinnce with his request, she
goated hereoifl AHE

pened 1o be near where shie stos). Sae

onn A chalr which

a2l with relief that the table was
Letweon them.
: not there,” sald the captain

“fere, madam; here at my

rtly.

w2 p vet. Senor Capitan, It were not

' ;
' fit that a prisoner should occupy so

high a seat of honor. Wait until”—
“Until you are Lady Morgan? he
eried, his face flaming.
She buried her face in her hands at
" his suggestion, for she feared her hor-
ror in the thought would show too
plainly there, and then, because she
dare not lose sight of him, she con-
 gtralned herself to look at him once
- more. Her cheeks were burning with

ghame, her eyes flashing with indigna-
~ tion, though she forced her lips into the

- gemblance of a smile.

. geension. “You did not .
" ed so to homor you af
. madam? Scuttle me, 1
to his fa ~—"are fierce i
like you rione the less |
madam. ‘Fore God, it i
beauty. “ou are silent,
staring 2! her with red
suspicion. *“You do not
“My lo-1,"” cried Mer..

not what (o say!"

o tapg, but 1
* your spirit,

swer."

“Say ‘Ilarry Morgan, I love you, and

L b

I am yours.
“There is another present, senor.”
“Where? Another? Who has dared”-

roared the buccaneer, giaring about

him,

“Thy servant, the negro.”

“Oh,” he lauglhed, “he Is nothing.
Black Dog we call him., He
glave, my shadow, my protection.
is always by.”

An idea had swiftly flashed into the

young girl’s mind. If she could get rid

of the slave she could deal more easily
with the master. She was tall, sirong,
and Morgan, it appeared, wiis 3 not in
full possession of his facuities or hia
gtrength from the liquor he had -
bibed,

“8¢till." she urged, “I do not like 10
be wooed in the presence of anollier,
even though he be a slave. "1is not a
Spanish maiden’s way, sir.”

“Your will now, lady,” said the bhue-
canecer, with a hideous attempt at gal-
lantry, “is my law. Afterward-—"twill
be another matter. Out, Carib, but be
within call. XNow, madam, are
alone. Speak you the English tongue?”

The conversation had been carried on
In Spanish heretofore.

“Indifferently, senor.”

WWell, I'll teach it you. The les=on
may as well begin now, Bay after me,

‘Harryv'—I permit that, thouzh 1 am a

belted knight of England, made so by
his merry majesty King Charles, God
rest him. Drink to the repose of the
king!" he cried, shoving a cup across

the table toward her.

Resisting a powerful temptation to
throw it at him and divining that the
gtimulant might be of assistance to her
in the tryving crisis in which she found
herself, the girl lifted the cup to her
lips, bowed to him and swallowed a

portion of the contents.

“Give it back to me!” he shouted.
Now
the lesson. Say after me, ‘Harry Mor

“You have tasted it: 1T drain it

gan’ "'—
“Harry Morgan,” gasped the girl,
¢ 1 love thee.""”

With a swift inward prayer she ut-

ered the lying words,

“You have learned well and art an
ipt pupil indeed,” he eried. “D’ye know
there are few women who can resist
me when I try to be agreeable? Harry
laughed again.
“There be gsome that I have won and
many I have forced. None like you. So

Morgan's way!” he

" Say '"Harry Morgan, I love you'?

you love me? Scuttle me, I thouglt so,
Ben Hornigold was right. Woo a wo-
man, let her be clipped willingly In

b
;i

e S ——— —

T

¥ 1"""1' -_rl- L o i
Tﬂﬂ Literence |
Unskiful
NnsSiitil

HE qualities of diferent t .5

' distinct differcnce betwoon « ~ i
' ing methods and thz ©- b R
Several kinds of teas Ilt.i-__:“i;.r:;‘ bict : t i Ealis 4
fully selected they will not c.’:-mi-_'_n_n: to ma'. a purfect E
blend ; they will retain their original indwidual character-
istics with their roughness «nd harshness emphasized, f;

‘:'- Such tea is bitter, poou:

' market). It emphasizes the
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But my expert Red Rose blenlers select the right
grades of strong, rich Indian teas and delicate fragrant

1y flavored in the cup (and
there is much of it in bulk and packige form on the
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Ceylon teas, and produce Red Rose Tea with entirely
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back to Ceylou again,

flavor”

-—a tea s> exquisitely diifferent and h~tter than any brand
of Ceylon alone, that no one who ouce tries it ever goes

“That surprises you, roes it?" con-
tinued the man, with | :asting conde-
ink I design-
r last night,
w"'—pointing

3 with your
¢ continued,
‘od, drunken

es, "l kpow
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DR.HARTZ’S CELERY-
 IRON PILLS.

The Remedy we Positively
Quarantee will Cure You
orYour Money Refunded.

There has never been & remedy ofTored
to the public with such an honest guaran
tee of cure behind it as Dr. Harte -
erv-iron Vills, This remedy is !
treatment in the world for such
as Anaemia, Chlorosis or Green
I'ale and Sallow Complexion, >
NEs#A, hle*q-p!i*ﬁﬁnt'sm lirain l'rl-;, In
Memory, Loss oi@Appetite, Dy=j

Nerve Lxhaustion, MNervous \
Hysteria, Bt. Vitus Dance, Feruale W ok
ness, Pimpdes and Eruptions, Heart Vu
pitation, Shortness of Breath, [Dizz.ncas

vnd  Faintness, General Weakness and
i'-'llilll:+',

It is & great boon to weak, worn-out

run-Jown men and women, giving then
that vigorous health that makes life
worth lhiving

'here is nothing better for pa
jess, hollow-eved girls to make

rosv-cheeled and full of bounding |

[f you are anxious to try In
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arms—yet there's a pleasure in |
ing in the jades, after all. Still, I

glad that you are in a better mood and
have forgot that cursed SEpaniard rot

ting in the dungeons below in favor of
a better man, Harry—no, I'll say, Bir
Henry—Morgan on this occaslon, at
your service!” be cried, rising again and
bowing te her as before.

She looked desperately at the c¢lock.
The hour was close at band. So great
was the straln under which she was [a-
boring that she felt she could not con-
tinue five minutes louger. Would Al-
varado mever come” Would anybody
come? She sat motionless and white
as marble, while the chieftain stared
at her in the pauses of his monologue.

He came around the table and ap-
proached her. Notwithstanding the
quantity of liguor he had taken he
was physically master of himself, she
noticed with a sinking heart. As he
drew near she sprang to her feet also
and backed away from him, throwing
out her left hand to ward him off, at
the same tiwe thrusting her right hand
into her boson.

IIe was right upon her now. She

1 thrust bim, unsuspicious and unpre-
pared, velentiy from her, whipped out
sha gaeeer that Hornicold bhad given

her and faced him boouly.
It was 10 o'clock, ail no one had yet
The =

anpenred. uek Laur rever berat

o i | L L=
ed through the ewpty room. Would
Alvarado never coiie? iIad it not
T O 1:;1{ she 1:-1‘,- Wi Tor JI.-.-..j el woud

have driven the tiny weapon into her
heurt at but for she
|

would wait a littie longer,
shie eried reas-

e ik . i
OLce, s BuLs0

“Nay, come no nearery’

olutely. *If you do, you will take a
dead woman in your arms, DBack, 1
sayv!"” menacing herself with the pount.

And the man uoied tha: the hand

holding tue weapon did not itremble in
the |east.

“Ihinkest thou that 1 could loye such
a man as thou?®’ she retorted, tyem-
bling with indignation, all the loathing
and contempt she had siriven to re-

press flnding vent in ber volce. *“I'd
rather be torn limb from limb than

feel even the touch of thy polluting
hand'!"”

“Death and fury!" shouted Morgan,
struggling between rage and mortifi-
cation. “Thou hast lied to me then?"

“A thousand times—vyes! Had I a
whip I'd mark you again! Come with-
in reach, and I will drive the weapon
home!"

Ehe lifted it high in the air and shaok
it in deflance as she spoke.

It was a frightful imprudeace, for
which she paid deariy, however, for
the hangings parted, and Carib, whe
had heard what had gone on, entered
the room—indeed, the voices of the
man and woman filled with passien
fairly rang through the hall. Tils quick
eye took In the siluation at once. He
carried at his beit a long, heavy knife.
Without saying a word, he pulled it
out and threw it with a skill born of
long practice, which made Limm a mas-
ter at the game, fairly at the woman's
uplifted hand. Before either Morgan or
Mercedes was aware of his presence
they bheard the 'whistie of the heavy
blade through the air. At the same
moment the missile struck the blade of

»
e
B o

&
Te

e
v -

@

L

" DECEMBER 7 1905

T
bie o' W -
] e 4
.."."'hl-h. & . "-... ;..r“

BOULTER. DAV
Geo, E. Boulter

Warehouse 24 Front St. W,

Rubbers,

Complete stock resdy |

LEle] hone

PRAFT

THE

The Gurney,
Mlan
Hamiton W ine! pey To

nuprmn;wumu--uumnq
We bave Souvenir R

KATE COCH
Durham

pure Para rubber

]u*rti'rt-t.nf::-_: and 1
LLvery rubber
branded on the so

our gunarantee thai

In every way.

Insist on your

‘Mapl

u

Made fql
and to
and st
men's |
shoes.

' 'v'_“'_‘* .-"". ._ oy . I
; o !_-_'-_ h‘iﬁh‘ﬂ:ﬁ‘*m >

P P, g £
i & ¥ i i |.__
5 |3 ?

1 ;! T = 3 .'r - "
5 LR x"]'""'u"'"-’ ety |% TPl £ e o .
e R Sag RN el Tl i E
= - & F i e

X,

it

!
i-.f' o "

Steer Astray

) RAYED from the premises of

undersigned, during (ke WO

'{ﬁ October, & red ynulinr. Y
~ Any information leading to his

will be suitablly rewardes
Hueu RippeLl, Dorng

-




